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Back from the Brink: 


The Correspondence Between 
President John F. Kennedy and 
Chairman Nikita §. Khrushchev 

on the Cuban Missile Crisis 
of Autumn 1962 


A Special Issue of Problems of Gommanism 


By agreement between the governments of the United States 
and of the Russian Federation, we are pleased to offer this special 
issue of Problems of Communism, presenting for the first time the 
complete confidential correspondence exchanged between US 
President John F. Kennedy and Chairman of the USSR Council 
of Ministers Nikita S. Khrushchev during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis of 1962. These items are being simultaneously published 
in the June 1992 issue of the Russian-language Mezhdunarodnaya 
Zhizn’ and the English-language /nternational Affairs. Nearly half 
these documents had remained classified until January 1992, 
when the two governments agreed to release them. Other items 
had been released and published in whole or in part previously. 

We are honored to have forewords by US Secretary of State 
James A. Baker, III, and Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs An- 
drey Kozyrev. We are also pleased to offer comments on the sig- 
nificance of the correspondence from a distinguished panel 
comprised of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., Fedor Burlatskiy, William 
Taubman, Vladislav M. Zubok, and Philip Brenner. 

The documents themselves are presented in their original lan- 
guage, whatever its stylistic quirks; in parallel we print the first, 
informal, sometimes ungrammatical iranslation—that version 
which the decision-maker presumably first viewed. We thank 
historians at tae US Department of State and the Russian Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs for assistance in determining the prove- 
nance of these materials and *nformation on their delivery and 
translation. One item, an October 28 communication from 
Khrushchev was not “eccepted” by US Attorney Generai Robert 
Kennedy, and hence both versions were ones provided by the 
Russian government. 
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FOREWORD 


Close to 30 years ago, missiles in Cuba stood between the United States and the 
Soviet Union—and our differences nearly brought us to war. Never before had our 
two countries come so close to war; never before had it been quite so clear just how 
dangerous such a conflict was in the nuclear age. I do not think anyone who was alive 
then can or will ever forget the tension and the fear of the moment. 

But now we live in a different age—an age in which we seek to build a new and 
democratic peace with Russia and the other new independent states, an age in which 
we hope democracy will come to Cuba as it has come to Central and Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union. It is an age in which we are working with Russia and the 
other new independent states to become partners in preventing crises, not just 
managing them. 

The joint publication by the United States and Russia of the letters President 
John F. Kennedy and Chairman Nikita S. Khrushchev exchanged during the Cuban 
missile crisis marks another step, a symbolic one, down our path of partnership and 
friendship. 

Here, in these pages, all can follow the dialogue between the two leaders as they 
stood on the precipice of war. Here, in these 25 documents, we find the true essence 
of decision, the essence of the conflict, and the process by which war was avoided. 
Here, I hope, we all can learn lessons that will help us prevent crises for decades to 


come. 


JAMES A. BAKER, I" 
Secretary cf State 


United States of America 
April 1992 


FOREWORD 


The foreign policy goal of the new Russia consists in pursuing the national 
interests of the country in order to turn it into a prosperous and democratic power. 
To us, our global authority and influence are inseparably linked with the ability to 
reach mutual understanding with our partners in international relations in this 
conflict-ridden world. Looking back at the dangerous situations of the past, we are 
reinforced in our conviction that only by searching for common interests with other 
powers can we achieve real security and prosperity for Russia. 

Turning to history is always instructive. Studying past experience, in particular 
the “Caribbean crisis,” gives us a chance to better understand what depths of 
confrontation we have left behind. In those October days of 1962, mankind stood on 
the brink of the abyss of nuclear war. Soviet nuclear missiles had been stationed in 
Cuba, and in the United States demands were mounting that President John 
Kennedy use any means available to remove them from the island. A military 
confrontation seemed unavoidable. 

The joint publication of the complete top-level correspondence of that period, 
undertaken by mutual agreement between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation and the United States Department of State, symbolizes a 
definitive departure from the confrontational stance of the cold war period, which 
has been left behind forever. With the transformation of Russia into a democratic, 
normal, but non-communist, great power, favorable opportunities emerge for 
developing increasingly friendly relations and ultimately an alliance with the United 
States. In the past, the survival of our country and of the United States, indeed world 
peace itself, depended to a great, even decisive, extent on preventing a conflict 
between the two states. Today their constructive relationship is operating positively 


for the benefit of our national interests, for the benefit of all mankind. 


ANDREY KOZYREV 


Minister of Foreign Affairs 


Russian Federation 
April 1992 


IIpequcnosue 


Tlourw TpuAuaTb NeT Ha3aq\ pakeTbi Ha Ky6e pa3penann Coenunennpie Iiitatsi nu Copetckuit 
Co13 H HalllH pa3HOracua efBa He NpHBeH K BOMHe. Hukorga paHee Halu (Be CTpaHbi He ObLIH Tak 
OH3KH K BOMHE, HAKOIa paHee He OBLIO TaK ACHO, KaK ONAaCeH TAKOM KOH@IMKT B AMEpHbii Bek. A 
He lyMalO, 4TO KTO-21H60 M3 XHBLIMX B TOT NEpHON CMOXeET 3aG6bITb HaNpAXKeHHOCTh M CTpax TOrO 
MOMEHTA€. 

Ho ceiyac MbI XKHBEM B Apyryl0 3N0xy — 3MOxy, KOrla Mbi HUJMM MyTH NOCTPOeHHA HOBOTO H 
Me€MOKpaTHYeckoro MHpa c PoccHeii M APyrHMH HOBbIMH H€3aBHCMMbIMH FOcyapcTBaMH, B 3MOXxy, 
Kora, Mbi HajleeMca, EMOKpaTHA NpHeT Ha Ky6y, Kak OHa lipuuia B Llextpanbuyto uw Boctounryo 
Espony  6piswini Copetckui Coi03. STo 3m0xa, Kora MbI COTpymHH4aem C Poccueit M Apyrumu 
HOBbIMH H€3aBHCHMbIMH TOCyapcTBaMH, 4TOObI CTaTb NapTHepaMM B ene NpexoTBpaUleHHu 
KPH3HCOB, a He TOKO B HX yperyHpOBakHH. 

CosmectHaa ny6nukauna CoeguHenHbimu Iiltatramn u Poccne nepenucxu IIpe3umenta 
Kenneau u Tipencegatena Xpyujesa B NepvHon KyOUHCKOrO paKeTHOFO KPH3HCa ABIIACTCA Elle OMM 
CMHMBOJIMYCCKMM LaroM Ha HaliieM MyTH NapTHepcTBa H Apyx6bl. 

Ha crpakuuax faHHOH nyOnMKalMH BCe MOTyT NpocnemHTb 3a XOMOM AManOora sByXx 
PyKOBOgHTeNeH, CTOABLUMX Nepex mponacTbio BOoHHbI. B 3THx 25 fOKyMeHTaX Mbi Haiijem 
NOMJIMHHYHO CYTb pellieHHA, CyTb KOH@AKKTAa HM Mpouecca, B xofe KOTOPOTO BOHHa GSbina npen- 
oTspaujeHa. M3 sToro, A HafelOCcb, MbI BCC CMOXEM H3BC4%b YPOKH, KOTOPbie NOMOTyT HaM 
NpeAOTBPaTHTh KPH3HCbI B MpesACTOAMHe MeCATHICTHA. 


Tixeimce A. Beiixep III 
24 anpena 1992 r. 


3afa4a BHeLUHeH NONMTHKH HOBOH PoccuH COCTOMT B peaslH3aliMM HAlMOHANbHbIX KHHTeEPecoB 
CTpaHbi C TeM, 4TOObI OHA CTaNa NPOUBeTAaIOeH MH JEMOKPaTH4eCKOH AepxaBon. CBO aBTOPHTET H 
BIMAHHe B MHpe MbI H€pa3pbIBHO CBA3bIBaeM C YMCHHEM JIOCTHTaTb B3AMMONOHMMAHHA CO CBOKMH 
napTHepaMH MO MexyHapOmHOMy OGUICHHIO B 3TOM HeGeCKOH(AMKTHOM Mupe. OrnsambiBasch 
Ha3afl, MbI BHJIMM HMeBILIMe MCCTO B MPOIOM OMaCHble CHTyallMM, KOTOPbIe YKPeNNAOT B HAC 
y6exleHHe, YTO TOABKO MOHCKH B3A@MMHbIX MHTEPeCcos C APyrMMH fepxKaBaMu CnocoGHbI NpHBeCTH 
K peasbHon GezonacHocTH MH MpouBeTaHHto Poccun. 

Bosspaijenne K HCTOpHH BOOSIE NOyUNTeNbHO. M3yyenne onbiTa, B YaCTHOCTH «KkapHO6cKOro 
KPH3HCa», NOIBONACT NyY4We NOHATL, OT KaKOTO YPOBHA KOHGPOHTAMMOHHOCTH MbI OTOWWIHK. B 
OKTAOpecKHe AHH 1962 roma YenOBeYeCTBO BNAOTHyIO NpHOAM3HNOCh K NMponacTw sapepHo 
KaTactpodpi. Ha Ky6e 6pm ycraHoBjeHbi CoBeTCKHe afepHbie pakeTbi, a B CIUIA ycunuBanucr 
Tpe6osanna K [Ipesunenty Ix. Kenucau ucnonb30BaTb 1106bIe CpefcTBa AA UX YCTpaHeHHsA C 
ocTposa. BoerHoe CTONKHOBEHHE, Ka3a0Cb, ObLIO0 HEMHHYCMbIM. 

CosmectHas ny6nvKallMaA NONHON MepenvcKH TeX Hel Ha BbICLIEM YPOBHe, OCyLeECTBAeMaA 
nO B3aXMHOH foroBoOpeHHOcTH MexAyY MMI] Poccniickoi Penepaunn u Tocynapcrpennbim 
nenaptramMexToM CIA, CHMBONH3MpyeT OKOHYATCLHbIA OTXO OT OBLIOH KOHCPOHTALMOHHOCTH 
BPpeMeH XONOMHOH BOHMHbI, KOTOPaA HaBCcerfa OcTanacb no3aiv. C mpeo6paxenuem Poccuu B 
M€MOKPaTHYeCKyK), HOPMAJIbHYIO, a2 HE KOMMYHHCTHYCCKYHO, BEJIMKYIO epxKaBy NOABIAIOTCA 
6NaronpHATHbIC BOIMOXHOCTH JIA yCTaHOBeHHA C CoeqnHeHHbiIMH Lltatamu AMepuku Bce Gonee 
IpyXXe€CKHX HM B NepcnekTHBe COWO3HH4CCKHX OTHOWCHHH. Ecnv B NpOULNIOM BbDKMBAaHHe Halel 
cTpani!, CLA 1 Mup BO BCeM MHpe BO MHOTOM. CCAM He B pelaloujeh CTeNeHH, 3aBHCeM OT TOrO, 
¥TOObI M@XKAY ABYMA TOCyapcTBaMM He NMPOH3I0WeN KOHAKKT, TO Tenepb KOHCTPyKTHMBHbIC 
OTHOIWCHHA MCKAY HMMM YBEPeHHoO paboTaivT Ha ONare HallIMX Hal|MOHAJIBHbIX HHTeEpecos, Ha 6naro 
BCero 4eNOBeYeCTBA. 


Anapei Ko3pipes 
24 anpensa 1992 r. 


Onward and Upward 


from the Missile Crisis 


Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. 


THIS exchange of letters between President John F. 
Kennedy and Chairman Nikita S. Khrushchev would 
have been more comprehensible if it had been pub- 
lished as one chiapter in a release of the entire corre- 
spondence between the two. Even within the context of 
the missile crisis, it would have been helpful to have be- 
gun the correspondence at the start of the deployment 
and to have reprinted those earlier messages from 
Khrushchev telling Kennedy not to worry, no offensive 
weapons were on their way to Cuba. But scholars, 
| guess, must be grateful for whatever bones the 
declassifiers may choose to toss from the table. 
These letters do cast useful if not especially new light 
on the way the two leaders approached the crisis, as 
well as on the way they extricated themselves from it. 
Kennedy, as he made clear in letters on October 22 and 
again on November 6, saw the Soviet deployment of 
missiles in Cuba as an action that “in a major way dis- 
turbed the existing over-all balance of power in the 
world,” “a dangerous attempt to change the worlid- 


wide status quo.” And, while he did not think that “any | 


... Sane man would .. . deliberately plunge the world 
into war” (October 22), he was greatly concerned that 
efforts to alter the global balance might lead to nuclear 
war because of miscalculation and misjudgment. Bar- 
bara Tuchman's The Guns of August, with its vivid ac- 
count of Europe's blundering into war in 1914, was 


Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., is Schweitzer Professor in the 
Humanities at the Graduate School of the City Univer- 
sity of New York. A former Special Assistant to Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, he is author of A Thousand 
Days: John F. Kennedy in the White House (7965), 
Robert Kennedy and His Times (1978), and, most re- 
cently, The Disuniting of America (7992). 


much on Kennedy's mind as he contemplated the 
“missiles of October” in 1962. We must not, he warned 
Khrushchev on October 23, let the situation get out 
of control. 

As Kennedy saw it, preservation of the peace de- 
pended especially on two conditions: on the willing- 
ness of each superpower to respect the existing global 
balance, and on the ability of the superpowers to 
“judge with some accuracy the intentions of each 
other” (November 6). This was precisely the argument 
he had made face to face to Khrushchev in Vienna the 
year before. Kennedy had tried to persuade Khru- 
shchev of the perils of any major disruption of the status 
quo and of the consequent need for a global standstill 
agreement. 

Kennedy's efforts in Vienna failed. For Khrushchev 
defined the status quo not as the existing division be- 
tween the two blocs but as the communist revolution in 
progress (as he hopeg) around the world. He therefore 
rejected a global standstill as a capitalist attempt to 
subvert his status quo and as an attack on the revolu- 
tionary process itself. 

And when Kennedy added in Vienna that the great- 
est danger to world peace was the miscalculation by 
one power of the interests and policies of the other, 
Khrushchev responded with evident irritation that “mis- 
calculation” was a vague word suggesting to him that 
America wanted the Soviet Union to sit like a schoolboy 
with his hands on the top of the desk. (When, by the 
way, will the State Department release the minutes 
of the Vienna meeting? Or will the Russians in their 
present mood beat us to it?) 

The installation of nuclear missiles in Cuba thus ap- 
peared a deliberate rejection of the points Kennedy 
had presented in Vienna. The secrecy in which the 
operation was carried out was a further provocation 
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Nikita S. Khrushchev and John F. Kennedy meet for talks in Vienna, Austria on June 3, 1961. 


—' doth hazardous and unjustified,” Kennedy wrote 
Khrushchev on November 6. 

Fidel Castro, we now know, also thought the opera- 
tion's secrecy a great mistake. “We had every sover- 
eign right to accept missiles,” Castro told a conference 
on the missile crisis in Havana this January. “We were 
not violating international law. Why do it secretly—as if 
we had no right to do it? | warned Nikita that secrecy 
would give the imperialists the advantage.” In fact, de- 
spite Khrushchev's claim in these letters that he had 
sent the missiles “at the request of tine Cuban Govern- 
ment” (October 26), Castro had not initially wanted 
nuclear missiles at all ard reluctantly accepted them 
only on the premise that deployment in Cuba would 
strengthen the entire socialist camp and redress the 
global balance in favor of the USSR.* Thereafter, Khru- 
shchev rejected Castro's advice that he go public. In a 
perverse way, Khrushchev's secrecy benefited Kenne- 
dy. If, as Castro had advised, Khrushchev had gone pub- 
lic and cited, say, the American missiles in Turkey, it 
might have been harder for Kennedy to find legal justifi- 
Cation for counteraction and to rally international support 


—Sovtoto 


Most of the correspondence at hand deals with the 
liquidation of the crisis. Here one sees Khrushchev 
playing a weak hand with an expansive combination of 
aggressive dermiands (like US renunciaticn of its base 
at Guantanamo), unsolicited advice, ingenious argu- 
ment, bluster, and verbal jabs. Even Castro, at the Ha- 
vana conference, professed himself shocked by 
Khrushchev's December 10 crack about Konrad Ade- 
nauer as “the old-aged man who both morally and 
physically is with one foot in grave.” Kennedy's letters 
were much more concise, reticent, and impersonal 

The question of the IL-28 bombers is a recurrent 
topic. Ambassador Llewellyn Thompson, whose coun- 
sel proved invaluable during the crisis, advised Ken- 
nedy to insist on getting the IL-28's out of Cuba, 


‘Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. “Four Days with Fidel: A Havana Diary 
New York Review of Books, Mar 26. 1992. pp 22-29 

“ibid . Nikita S Khrushchev. Khrushchev Remembers The Last 
Testament, transiated and edited by Strobe Talbott, Boston. MA. Little. Brown 
1970, p 511. and Arthur M Schlesinger, Jr. Rober! Kennedy and His 
Times, Boston, MA. Houghton Mifflin, 1978. pp 502-05 
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on the premise that Khrushchev, having swallowed a 
carnel, would not strain at a gnat. “Wondering at times,” 
as Theodore Sorensen later wrote, “whether his stand 
was necessary,"* the President continued, however, to 
insist on removal of the IL—28's, and soon they went. 

Of more consequence in later years is the discussion 
of the no-invasion guarantee. To help resolve the crisis, 
Kennedy offered a US pledge not to invade Cuba. He 
added, “! am confident that other nations of the West- 
ern Hemisphere would be prepared to do likewise” 
(October 27). Khrushchev soon blithely enlarged the 
pledge: “You promised not to attack and not to permit 
attack against Cuba” (October 30). Though Khru- 
shchev reiterated this claim that the United States was 
pledged to “restrain other countries” from invading 
Cuba (November 11), Kennedy somehow neglected to 
repeat and clarify his statement that Latin American 
countries would make their own pledges. 

He did, however, leave no doubt that the US pledge 
was Conditioned on Castro's acceptance of United Na- 
tions inspection to verify the removal of the missiles. 
Since Castro rejected UN inspection, the US no- 
invasion guarantee never went into effect—or at least 
not until Henry Kissinger proclaimed a unilateral US 
guarantee in 1970. Khrushchev refused to grasp or, at 
least, to accept this point at the time, however, and Cu- 
ban officials insist to this day that there was 4 moral if 
not a legal no-invasion obligation from 1963 on. Right- 
wing Cuban exiles in Miami, on the other hand, pointed- 
ly ignoring the Kissinger guarantee, recently hailed the 
Kennedy letters as enabling the United States to invade 
Cuba whenever it wished. The whole argument is point- 
administration ever planned to invade Castro's Cuba. 

The most impressive part of the correspondence 
looks toward the future. Both Kennedy and Khrushchev 
understood, perhaps more intensely than anyone else, 
that, in Khrushchev's words, the crisis “brought human- 
ity to the brink of thermonuclear war.” “[Wje were very 
close to that abyss” (November 19, November 11). 
Both leaders were prepared to let bygones be by- 
gons, to eschew recriminations, and to move on to- 


"Theodore Sorenson Kennedy New York Harper Row 1965 p 720 


ward detente. As Kennedy wrote even before the crisis 
had ended, a resolution would “enable us to work 
toward a more general arrangement regarding ‘other 
armaments’ " and “to discuss a detente affecting NATO 
and the Warsaw Pact” (October 27). 

The test-ban treaty emerged as the first step. “We 
shail not accept inspection, this | say to you unequivo- 
Cally and frankly,” Khrushchev wrote (October 30), and 
though later he slightly modified that position, the treaty 
negotiated in 1963 was restricted to nuclear tests detect- 
able at a distance and therefore did not apply to under- 
ground explosions. It was a significant start all the same. 

The next important step suggested by the letters 
turned out to be a road not taken. Responding to Ken- 
nedy's remark about a NATO—Warsaw Pact détente, 
Khrushchev spoke of “a non-aggression treaty be- 
tween the two military blocs” (October 30) and later 
wrote that “we attach great importance to your state- 
ment that the US is ready to support [the] idea of a non- 
aggression pact” (November 11). 

After negotiating the test-ban treaty, Averell Harri- 
man returned from Moscow convinced that a non-ag- 
gression pact deserved serious consideration. Secre- 
tary of State Dean Rusk was more skeptical, viewing it 
as something like the old Kellogg-Briand Pact.* One 
had the feeling at the time that foreign offices both in 
Moscow and in Washington wanted to regain control over 
foreign policy, to return to the familiar simplificauons of the 
cold war and avoid a plunge into uncharted waters. 

Might a non-aggression pact have opened up a new 
range of possibilities? By November 1963, Kennedy was 
dead. By the following October, Khrushchev had fallen. If 
in power? Might the two leaders have led the world further 
along the path to détenie? We will never know. 

We do know that had they not resolved the missile cri- 
sis, the 1960's would have been a dewade of unprece- 
dented instability and danger. Ironically, by withdraw- 
ing the missiles, Khrushchev in effect accepted in 
October 1962 the points Kennedy had vainly urged on 
him at Vienna in June 1961. 


“Arthur M Schlesinger. Jr 4 Thousand Days John F Kennedy in the 
White House Boston Houghton Miffin 1965 pp 916-18 


Fedor Burlatskiy 


The Lessons of Personal Diplomacy 


THE personal and confidential correspondence be- 
tween President John F. Kennedy and Chairman Nikita 
S. Khrushchev played a vital role in preventing further 
escalation of the Cuban Missile Crisis and in bringing 
about a solution through compromise. It was also a sig- 
nificant factor in overcoming the distrust that had arisen 
between the two ieaders as a result of their meeting in 
Vienna in June 1961, and in establishing an atmo- 
sphere of mutual understanding and even personal 
goodwill. in this sense, their correspondence—as a di- 
rect channel of communication between the leaders of 
the world's two largest nuclear powers—is a landmark 
of personal diplomacy. This corresporidence subse- 
quently led to the establishment of a direct telephone 
“hot line” between Soviet and American leaders. This 
line, which was also used by Leonid Brezhnev and 
Jimmy Carter, came to be used regularly in the course 


Fedor Burlatskiy has had a long and varied career in 
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institute of State and Law in the USSR Academy of 
Sciences in 1951, he worked on the staff of Kommu- 
nist, the theoretical journal of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, from 
1953 to 1960. In the early 1960's, he managed a 
group of advisers in the Central Committee interna- 
tional Department's section on socialist Countries. 
During this period, he also accompanied Nikita S 
Khrushchev on six trips abroad as a speechwriter 
and adviser. in 1983, he became a political observer 
for Literaturnaye Gazeta (Moscow), and in 1990-91, 
he was editor of that newspaper. He is currently Pres- 
ident of the international Center of Federalism and 
Constitutional Rights (Moscow). Among his many 
books are Khrushchev (1992), and Novoye myshie- 
niye (New Thinking, 1987). 


of relations between Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronaid Rea- 
gan, as well as between Boris Yel'tsin and George Bush. 

Although Kennedy initiated the correspondence with 
his letter of October 22, 1962, Khrushchev embraced 
the practice with great enthusiasm. This was due both 
to the nature of the crisis—the resolution of which re- 
quired quick action at the highest level—and to the per- 
sonal characteristics of Khrushchev himself. He liked to 
resolve the most difficult problems on his own, consult- 
ing with only a very limited number of people. He was 
not afraid of risk or of assuming personal responsibility 
His actions during the Cuban Missile Crisis and his let- 
ters to Kennedy can be compared to his report on the 
crimes of Stalin at the 20th Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. in both cases, boldness was 
intertwined with adventurism. in each case, reason and 
sober decision-making won out over emotion and politi- 
cal gamesmanship 

At the October 1964 Plenum of the Central Commit- 
tee, and at a prior meeting of the Presidium, Khru- 
shchev was faulted for having scorned the opinions of 
the majority of the members of the Presidium during the 
crisis. (Indeed, this played a significant role in deciding 
his fate.) Only a limited circle of people took part in the 
preparation and discussion of Khrushchev's letters 
Most often he consulted with Anastas Mikoyan, Andrey 
Grumyko, Yuriy Andropov (who “oversaw” Cuba for the 
CPSU Central Committee), and Leonid llich'yev. Fie- 
quently, Khrushchev's assistants Grigoriy Shuyskiy 
and Oleg Troyanovskiy took part in the editing of his 
“dictatic.s" (this is what they called the texts of his 
speeches and letters, which Khrushchev first dictated 
to stenographers). As far as my participation is con- 
cerned, | had access to these materials mainly through 
Andropov, and | took a particularly active part in pre- 
paring Khrushchev's syeech to the USSR Supreme So- 
viet after the crisis had ended 
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The majority of Khrushchev's letiers to Kennedy bear 
a personal stamp, having been dictated and edited by 
Khrushchev himself. | base this conclusion on my own 
personal recollections and on a content-analysis of the 
coivesponcence. It is easy to discern in the letters 
those texts that were personally authored by Khru- 
shchev. They are distinguished by their conversational 
Style, abundance of questions, use of imagery, a ten- 
dency toward ideological reasoning, repetition, and a 
certain confidentiality of tone. Their sincerity is accom- 
panied by deception, which Khrushchev considered 
perfectly normal in his dealings, especially those he 

An exception to this is Khrushchev's first letter, dated 
October 23, 1962. It seems likely that this letter was 
drafted in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, possibly by 
Gromyko and one of his assistants. It is short, curt, and 
defiant in tone. In addition, it contains the false asser- 
tion that Gromyko made to Kennedy during a meeting 
with him in mid-October 1962. The letter claims that the 
weapons being deployed in Cuba, regardless of the 
class of weapons to which they belonged (this is a new 
formulation which probably came directly from Khru- 
shchev himself), were intended exclusively for defen- 
sive purposes. Khrushchev had to repeat this false as- 
sertion throughout the course of his correspondence, 
which put him in a rather ridicizous position when he 
was finally compelled to disrvantie and remove the mis- 

Among the most personal of Khrushchev's letters is 
undoubtedly the one of October 30, 1962, which re- 
flects quite fully his position on the world's most impor- 
tant international issues. This letter was first dictated by 
Khrushchev and then edited by Khrushchev himself 
with the heip of, most likely, Gromyko. The text at the 
end of the letter, which is handwritten, is Khrushchev's 
own. 

| would like to draw attention to the writing style and 
the content of the questions that are raised in this letter. 
such as: “That would be very reasonable on your part,” 
“This should all be withdrawn from consideration,” 
“That is simply ridiculous,” “The President has under- 
pears in letter after letter), “Your role had a restraining 
effect,” “We assume so,” “We have taken note of and 


‘An analysis of the Nandwriting should be able to determune whether i 1s 
Kirushchev's He may have - ictated the iefier he was hesitant abou! writing 
anytung twnsell because he often made spelling errore 


There are also attempts at humor: “! understand that! 
have raised a great number of questions. Therefore, if 
we were to begin after breakfast, we probably would 
not be able to resolve ail of these issues before lunch.” 
This is typ’cal of Khrushchev's style. 

As far as the content of the letter is concerned, | 
would draw attention to three issues: the question of US 
ment, and the question of Germany. Khrushchev raises 
the issue of liquidating the American military base at 
Guantanamo and closing down “all military bases in 
general.” in this connection, | would aiso like to draw at- 
tention to Khrushchev's letter to Fidel Castro (which | 
had occasion to edit after the Cuban Missile Crisis while 
Khrushchev was attending the congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany in East Berlin). in this letter, 
which has still not yet been published, Khrushchev, 
once again in the style of an intimate conversation, ex- 
plains to Castro how and when the idea of deploying 
missiles in Cuba was born. He describes a visit to Bul- 
garia, where he was walking along the beach at Varna 
on the Black Sea with USSR Minister of Defense Roman 
Malinovskiy, who pointed out to him that American mili- 
tary bases with nuclear warheads capable of wiping 
out the cities of Kiev, Mensk, and Moscow in a matter of 
minutes were located on the opposite shore. Khru- 
shchev then relates to Castro that he asked Malisov- 
skiy, “And why then can we not have bases close to 
America? What's the reason for such imparity?” And 
right then and there Khrushchev told Castro that he be- 
gan to question Malinovskiy about whether or not it 
would be possible to deploy missiles secretly in Cuba 
and whether or not Castro would agree. Malinovskiy as- 
sured him that the missiles could be deployed without 
detection (this of course turned out to be incorrect). 
Khrushchev notes in his letter that Castro reacted neg- 
atively to the plan at the beginning of tive negotiations, 
but he subsequently gave it his full support. Finally, 
Khrushchev gives Castro a detailed, but unconvincing, 
explanation of why the missiles had to be removed, 
making reference to the US guarantee not to invade 
Cuba, a promise that Castro did not believe. 

From this letter it is clear what motivated Khrushchev. 
The defense of Cuba did have some significance, but it 
was not the main consideration. The primary objective 
was to achieve a balance of power vis-a-vis the US. 
Kennedy, ever astute, made note of precisely this fac- 
tor in his letter of October 22, 1962: “The United States 
could not tolerate any action on your part which in ama- 
jor way disturbed the existing over-all balance of power 
in the world.” It is thus clear why Khrushchev attached 
such significance to the liquidation of the American 
bases in Turkey. 
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A US Department of Defense aerial reconnaissance photo shows a Soviet missile base at San Cristobal, 


Cuba, in late October 1962. 


A second important point contained in Khrushchev's 
October 30, 1962, letter is his refusal to allow outside 
monitoring of underground testing and in general his 
refusal to agree to on-site inspections on Soviet terri- 
tory. Khrushchev stood firm on this issue right up to the 
very end, and only under Gorbachev did we see a fun- 
damental change in the USSR's position on this matter. 

A third point in the letter concerns the link between 
the German question and the Cuban Missile Crisis 
Throughout all of 1962 (and even before), Khrushchev 
was extremely annoyed by the American unwillingness 
to recognize the German Democratic Republic. He 
considered recognition of the GDR to be a key factor in 
achieving international siability and in ensuring peace- 
ful coexistence. He could not understand the reasons 
for America’s inflexibility on this issue. And the demon- 
stration of military might in Cuba was a means to obtain 
concessions from the US in Europe, first and foremost 
with regard to Germany and, more broadly, with regard 
to the possible liquidation of military blocs—NATO and 
the Warsaw Pact. Here, we can also see how times 
have changed and how Moscow's foreign policy from 
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Khrushchev, to Gorbachev, to Yel'tsin has also evolved 
The former Soviet Union lost its position in Eastern Eu- 
rope. By contrast, Germany has won and overall world 
Stability has been strengthened. This change has come 
at a price that Khrushchev would never have agreed to 


pay 


THE mood of the people on the Soviet side who were di- 
rectly involved in the events in Cuba quickly went 
through a series of stages—from defiance and self- 
assuredness to apprehension bordering on panic. | re- 
member a conversation | had with a colleague who 
worked in the international Department of the CPSU 
Central Committee. It took place on October 27, 1962, a 
Jay that Robert Kennedy would later call “Black Satur- 
| day.” That morning my colleague and | had both been 
called into work at the Central Committee, and we hap- 
pened to met outside the building where we both 
lived. “Did you send your i2mily into the countryside?” 
my colleague asked. “And why should | have done 
that?” | wondered. “You mean you don't know?” he 
asked, adding, “Today we're expecting an American 
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These words astounded me. Throughout the entire 
crisis | never permitted myself to think that a nuclear 
wer was possible. Such a war seemed to me to be 
absolutely senseless. But the problem of escalation 
somehow did not enter into my thinking at the time. And 
only later did | understand how close we had come to 
catastrophe, because each side's ideology led it to 
consider the other capable of irrational decisions. In all 
of Khrushchev's letters there is an ideological motif: He 
refers to the “folly of degenerate imperialism” (October 
24) and to American sympathy for “the Cuban counter- 
revolutionary emigrants” (October 27). in Kennedy's 
letters one finds a similar view of the Soviet Union. He 
writes about the goals of “the ideology to which you 
adhere” (Kennedy's letter to Khrushchev of October 
22, 1962). The mutual fear, misundersianding, and mis- 
trust between the two countries sternned from views 
such as these. 

At the high point of the crisis, on Sunday, October 28, 
Khrushchev was at his country dacha on Rublevskiy- 
Uspenskiy Boulevard together with a small group of his 
advisers. They were working on an urgent response to 
Kennedy's ultimatum to dismantie the missiles in Cuba 
or face having them bombed by American warplanes. 
Khrushchev was under the impression that an answer 
had to be received by 3:00 p.m. that same day. Drafting 
the letter, which ended up turning into a statement, took 
longer than anyone had expected. When it was com- 
pleted, llich'yev took it at breakneck speed to the USSR 
State Radio Committee in Moscow, where it was to be 
broadcast to the Soviet people. However, he got stuck 
in a traffic jam and became terribly nervous. Even more 
nervous was the representative of the Radio Committee 
who was waiting for him on tive street in front of the 
building where the organization was located. Ilich'yev 
finally arrived, jumped out of his car, and handed him 
the text of the statement ‘someone immediately ran it to 
the studio and gave it 10 an announcer. They barely 
managed to get it on the air before the 3:00 p.m. dead- 
line. But later it was learned that the panic had not really 
been necessary. 

The Soviet people knew virtually nothing of what was 
going on. Therefore, they did not even have the oppor- 
tunity to be afraid. Moreover, throughout the entire cri- 
sis, Khrushchev did not encounter any opposition from 
other members of the CPSU Presidium. Party traditions 
have heid opposing views, from having the power to in- 
fluence events.? The only pressure on Khrushchev 
came from Castro—who did not believe the American 
Quarantees and who came out resolutely against re- 
moving the missiles from his island—and from China, 
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which was sternly critical of Khrushchev's position.* 
But in general, Khrushchev had a free hand and an op- 
poriunity to maneuver that aliowed him to yield to the 
unheard-of “humiliation” of having to remove the mis- 
shchev thus was able to deal with the problem in a 
calmer atmosphere than was Kennedy, but in the end 
even Khrushchev's nerves began to give out. 


THE correspondence Detween Khrushchev and Ker- 
nedy is of particular importance because it turned cut 
to be the mast effective means through which the crisis 
could have been resolved. But in addition to the normal 
diplomatic channels of communication, the two coun- 
tries had an additional channel through their respective 
intelligence services. By Kennedy's own admission, a 
KGB operative working in the US, Georgiy Bol'shakov, 
made a significant contribution to the resolution ui the 
crisis (ennedy’'s letter to Khrushchev of December 14, 
1962). There was i.nother KGB agent who, although 
less famous, may also have played a significant role. In 
the Soviet embassy in Washington he went by the name 
of Fokin. ' was able to discover his real name later— 
Aleksandr Feoktistov. | managed to invite him to a con- 
ference on the Cuban Missile Crisis that was held in 
Moscow in 1989, and | arranged for him to meet the 
journalist John Scali, who had had direct contacts with 
President Kennedy in 1962. Fokin/Feoktistov told us 
that Scali, acting on Kennedy's behalf, passed on to 
Khrushchev the message that the US would agree to 
close down its bases in Turkey. Fokin/Feoktistov noti- 
fied Moscow of this decision by telegram, although, 
he said, Ambassador Anatoliy Dobrynin had refused 
to sign it.‘ 

In addition, a primary role was also played by Robert 
Dobrynin. But the correspondence vf the two leaders 
rises above ail of these other contacts like Mont Bianc. 
The fact that it allowed direct communication between 
the two leaders that, in turn, allowed them to make deci- 
sions Quickly and effectively is of enormous historical 
significance. in addition, it opened the way for a com- 
promise without anyone “losing face” and without 
backing either side into a corner. Finally, through this 
correspondence, in a ¢ather short time, mutual sus- 


*Nonetheless, the fact that military officials located in Cuba made the 
decision to shoot down the Amencan U-—2 plane is indicative of how the views 
Giffered trom the approach taken by Khrushchev 

‘Khrushchev had the support of the leaders of the Warsaw Pact 
the events in Cuba 

“This version of the facts offe-ed by Fokin/F soktistov must still be 
verified 
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Soviet missiles. 


picions were dissipated and for the first time since 
World War II, a foundation of trust was laid between the 
leaders of the two nuclear giants 

The Cuban Missile Crisis was the culmination of the 
history of the 20th century, and perhaps of all world his- 
tory. For the first time, humanity stood face to face with 
the possibility of self-destruction. Two very different 
people—the one the son of a Russian peasant bur- 
dened with the prejudices both of an authoritarian, pa- 
triarchical potitical culture and of communist ideology, 
and the other a representative of Western civilization— 
held the fate of the entire planet in their hands. And 
both demonstrated genuine greatness in resolving a 
problem the likes of which no one had ever encoun- 
tered before 

Kennedy's wisest and most successful step was his 
decision to establish a quarantine around Cuba. This 
was a minimal action, a Gemonstration of his firm re- 
solve to achieve the dismantling of the Soviet bases in 
Cuba. At the same time, it left Khrushchev with some 
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The US Navy's quarantine of Cuba: On November 10, 1962, the USS Barry (foreground) steams alongside the 
Soviet freighter Anosov, which is outbound from Cuba with a load of military equipment that was identified as 
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choice concerning a response. Another itnportant de- 
cision was the American guarantee not to attack Cuba 
As far as the US military bases in Turkey were con- 
cerned, that question had already been decided even 
before the missile crisis 

The crisis required from Khrushchev a great deal of 
wisdom and courage. He could have dragged it out, 
taken his time withdrawing the missiles, and continued 
to bargain. But he did not. The reason was not only the 
fear of an escalation of the conflict, but also the hope 
for a fundamental change in US-Soviet relations as a re- 
sult of the removal of the missiles and the resolution 
of the crisis. And this is why in his letter of October 
30, 1962, he unveiled an eniire program designed 
to ease tensions and limit the arms race, and to find 
solutions to a number of other serious international 
problems 

The compromise and mutual understanding that was 
achieved between Kennedy and Khrushchev thus lad 
the groundwork for a shift away from the cold war and 
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the arms race to arms limitation and enhanced security. 
The death of Kennedy and the removal from office of 
Khrushchev interrupted that process, and an historical 
chance was missed. The missed chance may have been 
an error on the part of their successors or a Cruel joke 
played by history, but it would take a quarter of a century 
before we again returned to these initial positions. Never- 
theless, the fourdation for today’s relations between the 
US and Russia, and for today's international security re- 
gime, was indeed laid back then. New letters and docu- 
ments that are becoming accessible in Moscow and 
Washington will certainly reveal a number of previous un- 
known details. But even that which we already know is 
enough to be able to appreciate the significance both of 
the magnitude of the fears and concerns of that period 
and of the result that was achieved. Many sharp conflicts 
arose after the Cuban Missile Crisis. But humanity never 
again went to the brink of the Apocalypse. 

lf we were to summarize the political lessons of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, we would point to the following: 


e Thecrisis showed that neither the US nor the USSR 
wanted a nuclear war. But at the same time, there was a 
danger of escalation resulting from irrational actions 
taken when tensions were at a peak. 
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e The issues of trust and of the monitoring of compli- 
ance, which had become possible thanks to the devel- 
opment of satellite surveillance and on-site inspec- 
tion, were significant. Especially important was the es- 
tablishment of trust between the two leaders and their 
willingness to develop a personal relationship with 
each other. 

e The crisis brought to the forefront the question of 
how many nuclear weapons were sufficient for deter- 
rence. Even then, US Secretary of Defense Robert Mc- 
Namara and we in the USSR had come to advocate 
strategic forces on the order of 100—200 missiles. How- 
ever, this idea was subsequently rejected by both 
sides. Particularly senseless was the arms race involv- 
ing intermediate-range SS—20's, which played no role 
whatsoever in the balance of power between the USSR 
and the US. 

e The crisis set in motion a process whereby fo:eign 
p2licy was no longer inextricably linked to ideology. 
This is clear from the change in Khrushchev's ap- 
proach between the beginning of his correspondence 
with Kennedy and the end. This approach subsequent- 
ly became the basis upon which Gorbachev's “new 
thinking” was built. 


The Correspondence: Khrushehev’s 


William Taubman 


Motives and His Views of Kennedy 


OF the 25 letters exchanged between President John F. 
Kennedy and Chairman Nikita S. Khrushchev during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, more than half remained clas- 
sified for 30 years. These letters were released to the 
public only in January 1992, and we now, as a result, 
have a fuller perspective on the thinking of the two lead- 
ers during the crisis. The first new letter, Khrushchev's 
of October 28, 1962, was sent the very day the two 
leaders agreed on the main outlines of a settlement. 
The last, K’ ;rushchev's letter of December 14, was dis- 
patched’ .'e days before his previously published De- 
cember 19 missive, which conveyed his view that the 
Crisis was NOw Over. 

My comments, however, will not concern the course 
of the crisis itself or the terms of the settlement that end- 
ed it. Rather, | emphasize what the new correspon- 
dence reveals about Khrushchev's pre- and post-crisis 
agenda, and what that agenda suggests about his mo- 
tives for putting missiles in Cuba in the first place. In ad- 
dition, the new letters illuminate another puzzling ques- 
tion: What led Khrushchev to think that the stationing of 
missiles in Cuba could actually advance his cause rath- 
er than produce the humiliating defeat that he ultimately 
endured? 

Khrushchev's pre-crisis motives and calculations 
have been much debated, both at the time of the crisis 


William Taubman is Bertrand Snell Professor of Politi- 
cal Science at Amherst College (Amherst, MA) and a 
Fellow of the Russian Research Center at Harvard 
University (Cambridge, MA). He is the author of Sta- 
lin's American Policy (1982), co-author (with Jane A. 
Taubman) of Moscow Spring (1989), and editor and 
translator of Sergey N. Khrushchev's book about his 
father, Khrushchev on Khrushchev (17990). He is cur- 
rently writing a biography of Nikita S. Khrushchev. 
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and since. Soviet spokesmen in particular have insist- 
ed that the main motive was to deter a likely American 
attack on Cuba. Americans, supported by some Rus- 
sians, have stressed Khrushchev's desire to rectify the 
strategic nuclear balance that was overwhelmingly in 
Washington's favor. A third explanation has it that the 
missiles were preparing the way for a grand East-West 
bargain that would have denied nuclear weapons to 
both Germany and China.’ And still another (which has 
been less popular in recent years than it was in the early 
and mid-1960’'s) is that Khrushchev's real aim in Cuba 
was to force Washington to back down on Berlin.” 


‘initial Kennedy administration speculation about Khrushchev's motives 
is analyzed in Graham T Allison, Essence of Decision, Boston, MA, Little, 
Brown, 1971, pp. 42-56 Khrushchev himself emphasized the defense of 
Cuba in his memoirs, but also noted that “in addition to protecting Cuba, our 
rmssiles would have equalized what the West likes to call ‘ the balance of 
power " See Nikita S Khrushchev, Khrushchev Remembers, transiated and 
edited by Strobe Talbott, Boston, MA, Little, Brown, 1970. p. 494. Soviet 
observers who took part in conferences on the crisis in Cambridge and 
Moscow mentioned both the defense of Cuba and the desire to rectify the 
strategic balance, but their emphases differed On the Cambridge 
conference, as well as on an earlier conference attended by American 
scholars specializing on the crisis and by former Kennedy administration 
policy-makers, see James G Blight and David Welch, Eds, On the Brink 
Americans and Soviets Reexamine the Cuban Missile Crisis, New York, Hill 
and Wang, 1989. and on the Moscow conference, see Bruce J Allyn, 
James G. Blight, and David A Welch, “Essence of Revision,” international 
Security (Cambridge, MA), Winter 1989/90, pp. 136-72. Raymond L 
Garthoff summarizes previous Soviet and American views and expresses his 
own in Reflections on the Cuban Missile Crisis, revised edition, 
Washington, DC, Brookings, 1989, pp. 23-24 The idea of a grand East-West 
bargain is put forward by Adam Ulam in Expansion and Coexistence, 
revised edition, New York, Praeger, 1974, p. 669. The latest participant in the 
Crisis to weigh in with a view of Khrushchev's motives is Fide! Castro, who 
told a January 1992 Havana conference on the crisis: “Had we known then 
what we know now about the balance of power, we would have realized 
that the emplacement changed intermediate-range missiles into strategic 
weapons. in the light of what we know today, this must have been the real 
Soviet motive—not the defense of Cuba.” See Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr, “Four 
Days with Fidel: A Havana Diary,” The New York Review of Books, Mar. 26, 
1992, p. 25 
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The debate over why Khrushchev thought he could 
bring off such an extraordinarily risky move has 
centered on the Soviet leader's view of his American 
counterpart. At least one informed Russian reports that 
Kennedy struck Khrushchev as weak at their June 1961 
meeting in Vienna. But other observers, including 
Khrushchev's son, Sergey, contend the Soviet leader 


greatly respected Kennedy, as indeed, Khrushchev in 
his own memoirs insists he did.* 


MY view has been that Khrushchev’s motives must be 
seen in the broader context of a series of domestic and 
foreign policy setbacks that he encountered between 
1958 and 1962. Khrushchev's boasts that the Soviet 
economy, and particularly agriculture, would catch up 
and overtake American output had proved empty. 
Equally fruitless had been his four-year campaign for a 
new East-West relationship built around Western rec- 
ognition of East Germany, a new status for Berlin, and 
other agreements such as a nuc'ear test-ban treaty. 

| believe that Khrushchev hoped that stationing mis- 
siles in Cuba would provide a base for renewing this 
diplomatic offensive, and thus reinforce his prestige at 
home. One piece of evidence pointing in this direction 
is that on the very eve of the crisis, the Soviet leader was 
proposing a US-Soviet summit meeting to follow Ameri- 
can congressional elections in November. This would 
have been the perfect time to announce the existence 
of the missiles, and then press for agreement on Ger- 
many and other issues in the light of the Soviet Union's 
newly strengthened strategic position.‘ 

| mention my own views on the issue of Khrushchev's 
motives because | find further evidence for them in the 
newly released correspondence. The biggest surprise 
in the letters is how quickly and fully Khrushchev turned 
his attention from the crisis itself to his broader diplo- 
matic agenda. This was precisely the agenda he had 
pursued for several years before the crisis, the very 


Evidence for this aim is that the last important Soviet statement on Cuba 
before the crisis, which was issued by TASS on September 12. 1962. 
emphasized that a Berlin settlement “must and will” be reached in the near 
future. The communiqué is translated in Current Digest of the Soviet Press 
(Columbus, OH), Oct. 10, 1962, pp. 13-15. 

The Berlin explanation is canvassed along with others in Arnold L. 
Horelick, “The Cuban Missile Crisis: An Analysis of Soviet Calculations and 
Behavior,” World Politics (Princeton, NJ), April 1964. pp. 363-89. 

"Fedor Burlatskiy's report (allegedly based on a comment by Yuriy 
Andropov) that Khrushchev underestimated Kennedy is cited in Garthoft, 
Op. cit., p. 22. The contrary view is elaborated by Richard Ned Lebow in 
Quarterly (New York), Fall 1983, pp. 447-78, and in “Deterrence Failure 
Revisited,” international Security, Summer 1987, pp. 197-213. Also see 
Sergei N. Khrushchev, Khrushchev on Khrushchev, edited and translated 
by William Taubman, Boston, MA, Little, Brown, 1990, pp. 50-51. 

“See Garthoff, op. cit., p. 48. 
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agenda he would have wantec to address from the new 
position of strength created by the stationing of missiles 
in Cuba. Now, however, he was compelled to advance 
his agenda from a weaker position than ever before. 

In fact, it was Kennedy himself who offered Khru- 
shchev an opening in his (previously released) letters 
of October 25 and 27. “I repeat my regret that these 
events should cause a deterioration in our relations,” 
Kennedy wrote on October 25. “| hope that your gov- 
ernment will take the necessary action to permit a resto- 
ration of the earlier situation.” A settlement of the crisis 
“would enable us to work toward a more general ar- 
rangement regarding ‘other armaments’, as proposed 
in your second letter which you made public,” the Presi- 
dent wrote two days later, adding, “and if your letter sig- 
nifies that you are prepared to discuss a detente affect- 
ing NATO and the Warsaw Pact, we are quite prepared 
to consider with our allies any useful proposals.” 

According to Raymond Garthoff, who was a staff- 
level State Department adviser on Soviet affairs during 
the crisis and who carefully studied the archival record 
of the affair, neither the President nor the National Secu- 
rity Council Ex Comm, which met during the crisis, gave 
any consideration to “specific disarmament or other 
negotiating positions beyond the terms of settlement of 
the immediate crisis."® And indeed, in the following 
weeks and months, the Kennedy administration proved 
in much less of a hurry to discuss larger issues than was 
Khrushchev. Whether the President was aware of that 
asymmetry in late October, and was deliberately taking 
advantage of Khrushchev's impatience, is not certain. 
What is clear is that the Soviet leader leaped at the op- 
portunity that seemed to be knocking at his door. Even 
as he was complicating the crisis on October 27 with a 
new proposal to trade the Cuban missiles for American 
missiles stationed in Turkey, Khrushchev welcomed 
the prospect that a Cuban settlement “would serve as a 
good impetus to searching for mutually acceptable 
agreements on other disputed issues, too, on which 
there is an exchange of opinion between us.” 

On October 28, in the previously published letter that 
accepted the deal that traded an American pledge not 
to invade Cuba in exchange for removal of the missiles, 
Khrushchev mentioned a possible NATO—Warsaw Pact 
détente and general—and especially nuclear—disar- 
mament as subjects for future negotiations. But the 
most complete statement of his post-crisis agenda 
came in his newly released letter of October 30, which 
was almost entirely devoted to trying to convince Presi- 
dent Kennedy to take that agenda seriously. The issues 


*‘ibid., p. 130 
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raised in this letter constitute an extraordinarily mixed 
bag: liquidation of all military bases, especially the 
American base at Guantanamo in Cuba; é nuclear test- 
ban treaty; a non-aggression treaty between the two 
military blocs, followed if possible by the disbanding of 
all military blocs; general and complete disarmament; 
and the question of the People’s Republic of China and 
its admission to the United Nations. This agenda in- 
Cluded issues that might well have seemed close to 
agreement (such as a test-ban treaty) and others (like a 
Guantanamo exit or general and complete disarma- 
ment) that clearly were not. But the most interesting 
item was “the German question,” because Khrushchev 
not only mentioned it, he insisted that “we and you, our 
Foreign Minister and your Secretary of State, have 
agreed on all questions. And the only question which 
remains unsolved is that of the presence of troops in 
West Berlin and in effect not even of the troops but un- 
der what flag those troops will be and of what states, 
naturally within [a] certain period of time.” 

Khrushchev underlined his eagerness to pursue this 
agenda by suggesting the convocation of a summit 
conference in the near future. In an original, handwrit- 
ten peroration to his October 30 letter, he invited Ken- 
nedy to “pick up from the questions listed by me those 
which are more ripe and which should, perhaps, be 
prepared for taking decisions on them. Then it would be 
possible to meet, may be [sic], at the U.N. or may be 
[sic] at a specially arranged meeting.” Khrushchev fa- 
vored such a meeting, he quickly added, only to deal with 
issues that really were ripe for decision, since a fruitless 
summit “would not only fail to justify the hopes of the peo- 
ples, but would distress them.” And that caveat itself was 
a sign of how much the crisis had chastened him, since in 
the past he had shown no such hesitation. But even so, it 
is Stunning that a mere two days after he and Kennedy 
had approached the thermonuclear brink, and several 
weeks before they had finished negotiating a detailed 
settlement of the crisis, he was renewing his proposal that 
they meet to discuss a long list of other issues. 

Kennedy, of course, stalled on responding to 
Khrushchev's invitation. For the time being, the pros- 
pect of wider talks was mainly useful to him as a way to 
hasten a settlement on Cuba. The President barely 
mentioned the broader Soviet agenda in his letters of 
Novernber 3 and 6. But Khrushchev returned to it at 
some length on November 11. The President ignored 
the agenda altogether on November 15, whereas Khru- 
shchev pleaded on November 19 that the final details of 
the Cuban settlement be tied up quickly (in a matter of 
days, not weeks or months), not only because the delay 
in doing so was proving embarrassing, but also to clear 
the way for disarmament negotiations, concerning 
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which the Soviet government had already “given our 
representatives in Geneva necessary instructions.” 

Only on December 14, when a final Cuban settiement 
had been reached, did Kennedy return to the larger 
Soviet agenda. The President welcomed in a fairly 
perfunctory way forthcoming Soviet proposals on the 
test-ban question, needied Khrushchev by not-so- 
innocently inquiring “what [do] you think about the po- 
sition of the people in Peking” on the test-ban issue, 
and quarreled with Khrushchev's judgment that a Ber- 
lin agreement was virtually at hand. But with regard to 
Berlin, the President appeared to agree with Khru- 
shchev that more progress had been reached than has 
come to light in any other document or secondary ac- 
count. “| cannot quite agree with you,” the President 
wrote, “that [Secretary of State Dean] Rusk and [USSR 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Andrey] Gromyko have set- 
tled everything on Berlin but one issue. They are skillful 
and experienced diplomats, but | do not think we should 
give them too much credit yet. Still it is quite true, as you 
say, that the main issue which seems to separate us on 
Berlin is that of the presence of allied troops in West Ber- 
lin. | am confident that if you could begin from an under- 
standing of our position on this vital point, our chances of 
making progress would be greatly improved.” 

Until | read the newly released correspondence, | 
thought that far more separated the two sides than sim- 
ply the issue of allied troops in Berlin. According to a re- 
cently published account based on a wealth of declas- 
sified materials, in early 1962, the two sides were 
deadlocked over Khrushchev's insistence on turning 
West Berlin into a “free, demilitarized city . . . with the 
simultaneous achievement of an agreement on the final 
legalization and consolidation of the existing German 
borders. . . "© Soviet Ambassador Anatoliy Dobrynin 
and President Kennedy in July did indeed argue about 
the issue of Allied troops, according to Michael Besch- 
loss, but that hardly indicated that it was, as Kennedy 
seemed to admit in December, “the main issue” be- 
tween them.’ The possibility therefore arises that more 
progress had been achievec on Berlin than meets the 
eye, progress that tempted Khrushchev to think that 
a German settlement was indeed within reach—with a 
little help from some missiles in Cuba. 

The weeks and months after December 14 confirm 
the impression left by the two leaders’ correspon- 
dence. Although Khrushchev pressed for rapid 
progress on his broa*ter agenda, the most he could get 
from the Americans was an agreement to establish a 
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President John F. Kennedy delivers his television address to the American people on the Cuban Missile Crisis 


on October 22, 1962. 
—Archive Photos. 


Soviet-American “hot line” (reached six months later | speaks of the importance of prestige and self-esteem, 
in June 1963), the Limited Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty | and admits that his own had been undermined by the 
(signed in August), and a September 1963 US-Soviet | crisis. Part of the problem, he indicates on October 30 
agreement to back a UN General Assembly resolu- | and November 4, was the American delay in removing 
tion banning nuclear weapons, or other weapons of | the quarantine, and US insistence on adding Soviet 
mass destruction, in spac. bombers to the list of “offensive weapons” to be re- 
Khrushchev's eagerness to get beyond the Cuban | moved from Cuba. But Khrushchev's larger failure was 
crisis even before it was over can be explained en- | to get results from the crisis commensurate with its 
tirely in terms of his post-crisis predicament. He in- | risks. And this in turn was the reason for his embarrass- 
sisted at the time and in his memoirs that all he had | ing eagerness to credit the crisis with providing the 
wanted from the affair was what it in fact produced— | impetus for broader diplomatic progress. 
the elimination of an American threat to invade Cuba. 
But his own letter of October 27, with its demand that 


American missiles be removed from Turkey, shows | _ “In the immediate aftermath of the crisis, it was not known that President 
: Kennedy had indicated a willingness to remove American missiles stationed in 


that he needed more than a non-invasion pledge [0 | tukey Seven years later, Robert Kennedy's book Thirteen Days: A 
justify the great risks he had taken. In fact, he also | Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis (New York, Norton, 1969, p. 149) reported 


got the Turkish missiles removed, too, as part of a se- | at he had informed Soviet Ambassador Anatoliy Dobrynin that the 
President had been considering phasing out the Turkish missiles, that “within 


cret understanding with Kennedy that has Come to | , short time after this crisis was over, those missiles would be gone.” but 
light in recent years. But Robert Kennedy's rejection | that since the decision to station missiles in Turkey had been taken by NATO, 


of Khrushchev's newly released October 28 letter | ‘ey could not be removed as part of a US-Soviet agreement. It was only in 
1989, at the Moscow conference on the crisis, that Dobrynin revealed a secret. 


spelling out that understanding forcefully reminds US | october 26 meeting at the Soviet embassy during which, after conferring 
that the Soviet leader could not even crow about Ob- | with the President on the phone, Robert Kennedy confirmed his brother's 


taining this extra concession from the United States.° | "eadiness “to examine favorably the question of Turkey.” It was this secret 
understanding that Khrushchev attempted to ratify in his hitherto secret 


In his newly released letters of October 30, Novem- | o-1ober 28 letter that the American side refused to accept. See Garthott, 
ber 13, 19, and 22, and December 10, Khrushchev | op. cit. pp. 86-88; and Allyn, Blight, and Weich, loc. cit., pp. 157-59 
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That Khrushchev turned to the broader agenda at the 
end of October does not necessarily mean it was fore- 
most in his mind in the beginning of the month. But the 
fact that he pursued it before, during, and after the cri- 
sis suggests that the missiles in Cuba were indeed in- 
tended to set the stage for the summit conference with 
Kennedy that Gromyko proposed during the same Oc- 
tober 18 meeting at which he denied that his govern- 
ment would introduce “offensive arms” into Cuba.® 


TO return to Khrushchev's image of Kennedy and thus 
to the issue of why Khrushchev thought he could get 
away with stationing missiles in Cuba, my view is 
shaped by Khrushchev Remembers. |n his memoirs, 
the Soviet leader goes out of his way to praise Kennedy. 
But what he praises him for are qualities that he be- 
lieved would have led Kennedy to accept Soviet mis- 
siles in Cuba, or at most to resist them in the course of 
negotiations, rather than trigger a confrontation carry- 
ing with it the risk of nuclear war. 

“| found Kennedy a pleasant and reasonable man,” 
Khrushchev recalls of their Vienna summit meeting. 
“Kennedy feared war,” the Soviet leader says. “He nev- 
er told me in so many words, but he seemed deter- 
mined to do something, to take concrete steps.” Khru- 
shchev adds that JFK was “a flexible president,” who 
“would conduct a policy of peaceful coexistence—and 
he wouldn't make any hasty decisions that might lead to 
military conflict. A man like this | could respect.”'® 

Khrushchev's October 26 letter fits this pattern. The 
Soviet leader explains at great length that contrary to 
Kennedy's fear, the missiles could not conceivably be 
offensive, because it would have been suicidal for the 
Soviets to attack the United States from Cuba or any- 


*See Garthoft, op. cit., p. 48. 
"Khrushchev Remembers: The Last Testament, transiated and edited 
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where else. Khrushchev does not say explicitly that the 
missiles had broader political aims (in keeping with the 
Soviet leader's long-standing penchant for rattling nu- 
clear rockets to advance his diplomacy). However, if 
Kennedy were as sensible and reasonable as Khru- 
shchev assumed, the President would understand 
such aims, and would respond by negotiating. 

Two other letters point in the same direction. Twice 
the Soviet leader claims that deep down, Kennedy 
agrees with his (Khrushchev's) view of a crucial matter 
at issue. On October 24, Khrushchev complains that 
Washington's quarantine of Cuba amounts to the kind 
of ultimatum that the United States itself would never 
accept. “[I]n your heart you recognize that | am cor- 
rect,” Khrushchev continues. “| am convinced that in 
my place you would act the same way.” 

And on October 30, Khrushchev contends ihat West 
German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer's opposition to 
Soviet proposals on Berlin and Germany is in neither 
the Soviet nor the American interest. Khrushchev adds: 
“But if one takes a realistic view, if you, Mr. President, 
analize [sic] the situation then you in your heart will un- 
doubtedly agree with me. What you say publicly is an- 
other matter. But that comes not from how you person- 
ally understand the situation but, so to say, from politi- 
cal expedience, from [a] desire ‘not to offend’ your ally.” 

Given that Khrushchev's letters were originally se- 
cret, such claims were not propaganda. Rather, they 
bespeak a genuine conviction that he and Kennedy 
shared an unspoken understanding about the rules of 
the game. Of course, one might quarrel with that con- 
clusion, and also with my finding key clues to Khru- 
shchev's pre-crisis motivation in his mid- and post- 
Crisis reactions. Welcome as the newly released docu- 
ments are, more access to archives, particularly to So- 
viet ones, is needed. In the meantime, the debate about 
the Cuban missile crisis is likely to continue. 


The Missile Crisis and the 


Problem of Soviet Learning 


Viadislav M. Zubok 


~— 


THE recently declassified correspondence between 
Chairman Nikita S. Khrushchev and President John F. 
Kennedy depicts a remarkable episode of crisis man- 
agement at the height of the cold war. It also provides 
an insight into Khrushchev's thinking and the lessons 
that he learned both during and after the crisis. In this 
brief essay, | will explore how the crisis affected the 
doctrinal basis of Soviet foreign policy, which was long 
based on both revolutionary messianism and imperial 
pragmatism. Toward this end, | will also address the re- 
markable correspondence exchanged during the cri- 
sis between Khrushchev and Cuban leader Fidel Cas- 
tro that was released on the eve of a conference ori the 
Cuban Missile Crisis in Havana.’ The “black week” of 
October 1962 forced Khrushchev to make a fateful 
choice between leadership of the communist world and 
peaceful accommodation with the United States. As the 
correspondence between Kennedy and Khrushchev 
reveals, the Soviet Chairman believed the two goals 
were compatible. In fact, he even tried to capitalize on 
US-Soviet collaboration during the crisis, hoping that 
he and Kennedy could work together to bring the cold 
war to an end. 

Khrushchev was trained in the Stalinist years to mis- 
trust “imperialism” and its highest embodiment, the 
United States. “It's said that we cannot believe the ene- 
my,” he told Castro. “We always held, hold, and will al- 
ways hold this position."* The years of the Grand Allli- 
ance with the West against Nazism and the subsequent 
frustration of Soviet plans for postwar cooperation 
made a profound impact on Khrushchev as well as on 
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other Soviet rulers. Briefly put, they hoped for “another 
Roosevelt” to emerge as the American leader. Some 
evidence indicates that Khrushchev believed that Ken- 
nedy, although lacking the maturity of FOR, was some- 
one who had sufficient courage to undo the anti-Soviet 
course of his predecessors.* When the crisis erupted, 
Khrushchev believed that Kennedy was acting under 
pressure from militarist, right-wing forces; his fear was 
that these forces would overwhelm Kennedy's policy of 
restraint.“ This empathy and even appreciation for Ken- 
nedy's position—the first instance of such concern in 
the history of the cold war—played a significant role in 
the peaceful resolution of the crisis. “[Ml}y role was sim- 
pler than yours,” Khrushchev admitted to Kennedy, 
“because there were no people around me who wanted 
to unleash war."° 

ironically, the assessment of Kennedy as a “new 
Roosevelt” led Khrushchev to believe he could get 
away with his nuclear gamble in Cuba. “Khrushchev 
counted on [Kennedy's] common sense,” suggests 
Georgiy Korniyenko, “which, as Khrushchev reckoned, 
should have led him eventually to put up with the de- 
ployment of the Soviet missiles in immediate proximity 
to US borders, as the USSR had put up with the Ameri- 
can missiles right at its nose's point [in Turkey]."° Khru- 
shchev was preparing to go to Cuba in November 1962 
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and reveal an agreement on military cooperation and 
mutual defense with Castro.’ 

In addition to Khrushchev's empathy for Kennedy, 
the mode of communication between Khrushchev and 
Kennedy was another factor that helped to resolve the 
crisis. The direct exchange of letters preserved a mini- 
mum level of trust, which had been severely damaged 
by the Soviet moves that precipitated the crisis. KGB of- 
ficer Georgiy Bo!l’shakov and Ambassador Anatoliy Do- 
brynin operated a secret channel to President Kennedy 
through Attorney General Robert Kennedy. The two So- 
viet officials came »ut of the crisis unscarred and with 
their reputations intact. The secret communications 
(“doveritel’nyye kanali"—"channels of trust’) permitted 
agreements to be reached or. .ne US missiles in Turkey, 
the withdrawal from Cuba of the Soviet |L-28 medium- 
range bombers, and verification of arms withdrawals 
without on-site inspections. During the Kennedy ad- 
ministration, the Soviets thus had, for the first time in the 
cold war, personal access to the President—some- 
thing they regained only during the Nixon presidency 
and lost again during the Carter administration. This ac- 
cess contributed to Khrushchev's belief that Kennedy 
was a person he could deal with. 

Kennedy's conduct during the crisis enormously in- 

creased Khrushchev's respect for him, and bolstered 
the latter's willingness to offer a deal to the US Presi- 
dent. The Soviet leader commented with satisfaction 
that Kennedy “managed to pin” Richard Nixon—his 
strongest rival—“to the mat” in California's elections,*® 
and predicted that Kennedy would ve re-elected for a 
second term. “[S]ix years in world politics is a long peri- 
od of time,” he wrote, ' ‘and during that period we could 
Create good conditions for peaceful coexistence. . 
The Soviet Chairman constantly referred to three issues 
whose resolution would have done much to ensure 
peaceful coexistence: (1) a non-aggression pact be- 
tween NATO and the Warsaw Pact; (2) disarmament; 
and (3) a German peace treaty. 

As to the last issue, the documents do not support the 
contention that Khrushchev wanted to use the missile 
Crisis to attain Soviet goals in Germany. But he correctly 
perceived Kennedy's skepticism about America’s Ger- 
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man policy, and admonished Kennedy not to put “the 
desire ‘not to offend’ your ally” in the way of a German 
settiement.'' in the most frank plea for a superpower 
condominium against Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, 
Khrushchev dictated: 


Should really you and we—two great states—submit, 
willingly or unwillingly, our policy, the interests of our 
States to the old-aged man who both morally and 
physically is with one foot in grave? Should we really 
become toys in his hands?"* 


The Soviet leader's words were a reply to John J. Mc- 
Cloy, who, as an influential informal advis « to Ken- 
nedy, had told Soviet Ambassador Anatoliy Dobrynin 
six months before: 


There is a real opportunity to work out a solution on 
Berlin which may not suit [East German leader Wal- 
ter] Ulbrecht [sic] but which would relieve tensions. 
.. . But who is Ulbrecht [sic] to allow him to play with 
fire? if Ulbrecht [sic] could be gotten rid of, the whole 
situation would be improved greatly.** 


if Khrushchev believed he and Kennedy could make a 
deal on Germany, then compromise was far away. Sim- 
ilar considerations concerned disarmament, the sec- 
ond issue on Khrushchev's agenda. Quietly, Khru- 
shchev abandoned his grandiose plans for general 
and complete disarmament, something that he had 
said was designed “to attract the masses.”"* Instead. 
he returned to the proposals that Moscow put forward 
on May 10, 1955—to set up on a mutual basis observa- 
tion posts at military choke-points, airfields, major sea- 
ports, railway junctions, and auto routes. The propos- 
als, aimed at prevention of a surprise attack. were the 
first serious product of arms control experts at the Sovi- 
et Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the General Staff."® 
However, he rejected the idea of on-site inspection, 
which would have made possible a ban on under- 
ground nuclear tests. '® 

It is Questionable whether any other secret US-Soviet 
“understandings” might have been reached. What is 
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apparent is that Khrushchev was not ready to compro- 
mise with Kennedy. The possibility of a “Grand Alli- 
ance” with Kennedy and Khrushchev's trust in the US 
President were not enough to overcome the Stalinist 
blend of communist idealism and Russian pride that 
prevented him from making further concessions and 
compromises. As he pointed out to Kennedy, he al- 
ready made important concessions in the aftermath of 
the crisis, and would do no more. “[Ojurfnends .. are 
trying to convince us,” Khrushchev warned the Presi- 
dent, “that imperialism cannot be trusted, that is that 
you Cannot be trusted, as a representative of such Capr- 
talist state as the United States of America.”'’ 
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Nikita S. Khrushchev delivers a report to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on 
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Moreover, the prospect that Soviet concessions 
might encourage Cuba's defection to Beijing and 
thereby strengthen China's claim to leadership of the 
communist world was simply intolerable to Khru- 
shchev. He used all his powers of persuasion to keep 
Castro in Moscow's corner. '® 

The Chinese and the Cubans, whom he described as 
“young, expansive people,” '* were merely one side of 
the coin. The other side was in Moscow. Khrushchev 
Cid not have hard-line critics at home, he wisely won the 
agreement of all Presidium members to the deployment 
decision (even Anastas Mikoyan signed on, despite his 
Goubdts), and convened them every day during the cri- 
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Cuban leader Fidel Castro (left) shakes hands with 
Anastas |. Mikoyan, first deputy chairman of the 
USSR Council of Ministers, in Moscow in March 1961. 
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sis. The decision to withdraw missiles did not meet any 
Objections.”° Yet, this decision was defended by Khru- 
shchev before his Politburo colleagues as “our Brest- 
Litovsk"—Boilshevik jargon for a forced compromise 
with the imperialists. The growing Sino-Soviet split acti- 
vated a certain revolutionary inferiority complex among 
the Soviet leadership; such terminology as “internation- 
alist duty” and “class principles” began to be taken 
more seriously.*’ This ideological revival precluded 
making what could appear to be unilateral, unrecipro- 
cated concessions to the United States. 

A comparison of Khrushchev's letters to Kennedy 
and to Castro provides a fascinating insight into the ba- 
sic dilemma of having to choose between confrontation 
and accommodation with the United States. He tried 
with obvious sincerity to persuade the Cuban leader 
that Soviet economic and military assistance to Cuba 
was dictated by “internationalist duty,” not by “mercan- 
tile goals.” Similarly, Knrushchev mentioned more than 
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once that Soviet leaders understood the Cuban Revolu- 
tion as a valiciation of Russia's revolutionary experience 
— it was part of the same struggle against the West; it 
reflected the same difficulties in creating a “new so- 
ciety." in a spirit of communist camaraderie, Khru- 
shchev wrote to Castro: 


What could be more sublime, from the point of view 
of fulfilling proletarian internationalist duties, than we 
actions undertaken by our Country on behalf of anoth- 
er socialist country, on behalf of the common Marxist- 
Leninist cause?” 


Concern for the fate of the Cuban Revolution and the 
need to preserve leadership of the communist worid 
were the main reasons why Khrushchev, both in con- 
versations with Kennedy in Vienna (June 1961) and in 
the aftermath of the missile crisis, could not subscribe 
to the idea of renouncing competition for influence in 
the Third World. He remained torn between the search 
for stability between the two blocs and support for the 
international communist movement. 

Khrushchev was also torn between the desire to pre- 
serve the Soviet empire in Eastern Europe and the de- 
sire to enhance Soviet influence in Latin America, al- 
though the latter would have meant violating the 
Monroe Doctrine. When Kennedy and other US officials 
drew a parallel between Soviet concerns about Hun- 
gary and US concerns about Cuba, Khrushchev took 
this as a@ clear sign that Washington was preparing the 
same treatment for the Castro regime that Moscow ad- 
ministered to the Hungarian rebels in 1956.2 Thus, the 
ideological impulses of the leader of the communist 
world conflicted with traditional power considerations, 
which demanded agreement on respective spheres of 
influence. 

In his unique way, Khrushchev believed he could 
make the objectives meet uncer the happy banner of 
“peaceful coexistence.” To Kennedy he proposed co- 
operation to defuse cold war crises. He believed that in 
the short run, such a policy would safeguard revolution- 
ary Cuba and, possibly, lead to US recognition of the 
People's Republic of China. in the long term, it would 
promote stability in superpower relations, which would 
in turn allow competition to shift to the economic plane, 
where, Khrushchev never doubted, socialism would 
prevail. in correspondence with Castro, the Soviet 
leader explained that peaceful coexistence with the US 
permitted socialism to gain time. “And gaining time is a 
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very’ tant factor,” he explained, “because the cor- 
relation of forces is everyday more favorable to social- 


Our Marxist-Leninist banner will fly someday over the 
whole earthly globe. And we say at the same time: 
“Long live peaceful coexistence!” and “Long live 
communism!"* 


et leadership to rethink the doctrinal basis of Soviet for- 
eign policy. Rather, it encouraged certain ends and 
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beliefs present before the crisis to come to fruition. 
Most important, it helped Khrushchev to prepare the 
ground for rapprochement with the United States. His 
communications with Kennedy helped validate the ex- 
perience of the Grand Alliance; they proved his point 
that confidential relations with the main adversary in the 
cold war Could create circumstances in which war was 
no longer inevitable and, at the same time, that such re- 
lations could even confer some benefits on the commu- 
nist cause. At the same time, the crisis did not change 
other basic Soviet attitudes, among them the belief in 
the aggressive nature of imperialism and Moscow's “in- 
ternationalist duty” to support radical regimes and 
movements in the Third World against Western powers. 


Kennedy and Khrushchev on Cuba: 


Two Stages, Three Parties 


Philip Brenner 


THE recently released items in the missile crisis ex- 
change between President John F. Kennedy and 
Chairman Nikita S. Khrushchev, dating from the period 
immediately after the Soviet leader announced the 
withdrawal of the ballistic missiles from Cuba on Octo- 
ber 28, 1962, underscore that the crisis did not end until 
November 20.’ They also highlight several new lessons 
about the crisis, including the degree to which the su- 
perpowers ignored Cuba and the importance of avert- 
ing rather than managing crises in the nuclear age. 

in the so-called agreement of October 27 and Octo- 
ber 28, the US President promised to 'ift the quarantine 
around Cuba and “to give assurances against an inva- 
sion of Cuba,” and the Soviet Chairman promised to 
withdraw “the weapons you describe as ‘offensive’."* 
Kennedy made his pledge conditional on two stipula- 
tions (1) that the “weapons systems” be removed 
“under appropriate United Nations observation and su- 
pervision”; and (2) that the Soviet Union “undertake, 
with suitable safeguards, to halt the further introduction 
of such weapons systems into Cuba.” Khrushchev's 
unwillingness to acknowledge, even as late as October 
28, that he had placed missiles in Cuba, and his subse- 
quent determination to emphasize that the Soviets 
viewed the weapons in Cuba as defensive led him to 
use the phrase “the weapons you describe as ‘offen- 
sive’.” This phrasing created an opportunity that Ken- 
nedy quickly seized. 
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US officials had been concerned about IL—28 fighter- 
bombers that the Soviet Union had sent to Cuba along 
with the ballistic missiles, because the bombers had 
the capability of carrying nuclear payloads. At the 
height of the crisis, Kennedy focused on the missiles, 
but early in November he authorized the US ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations, Adlai Stevenson, to give 
the Soviet UN ambassador a list of “offensive” weap- 
ons—including not only missiles, but also the IL-28 
bombers—that the US insisted be removed from 
Cuba.* The confrontation over the removal of the 
IL—28's created a second crisis that lasted until Novem- 
ber 20, when Kennedy announced publicly that the So- 


‘Ten of these ietters had been declassified and published in the 
Nov 19. 1973, issue of Department of State Bulletin (Wastungton, 
DC—some indeed appeared in the Bulletin as early as Novernber 1962) 
in 1987. the National Security Archives (a private research library in 
Washington, OC) requesteci the deciassification of thousands of documents 
related to the Cuban Missile Crisis, including the post-October 28. 1962. 
correspondence between Kennedy and Khrushchev More than 2.000 of 
these Freedom of information Act requests were filed on my behall The 
petitions tor the letters. and for more than 700 other documents. were dered 
The Nationa! Security Archives then retained the pro bono services of a 
tearm of lawyers at Crowell & Moring, led by Stuart Newberger. to seek release 
of the documents As the lawsuit proceeded, | asked the Soviet 
government if it would be willing to release the letters in the spring of 1991. it 
was reported (The Washungton Post, Apr 11, 1991) that Moscow had no 
objection to the release of the remaining iterns in the correspondence 
In January 1992. the Russian and American governments jointly 
announced release of 12 previously Classified douments (Three other letters 
in the correspondence had apparently been released in whole or in part 
during or prior to 1991 They are President Kennedy's messages of Novernber 
6 and 21, and December 10. They appear in John F. Kennedy, JFK Wants 
to Know Memos from the President's Office, 1961-1963, selected and edited 
by Edward Claflin, New York, Morrow, 1991, and are quoted in Michael 
Beschioss. The Crisis Years Kennedy and Khrushchev, 1960-1963, New 
York. HarperCollins, 1991 ) Subsequently, the two governments agreed to 
release an October 28. 1962. letter from Khrushchev regarding US missile 
bases in Turkey, this message had not been accepted by Robert Kennedy 
in 1962 

*See Kennedy's letter of October 27 and Khrushchev's reply of 
October 28 
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viets had agreed to remove the bombers and that the 
US was lifting the quarantine. (in his confidential mes- 
sage the same day, Kennedy informed Khrushchev 
that he was lowering the status of the US militar, alert 
and was deactivating reserve air force squadrons that 
had been mobilized during the crisis.) 

Much of the November correspondence focuses on 
the 'L-28's. On November 11, Khrushchev acknowl- 
edged Kennedy's concern about the bombers, and he 
offered his “gentleman's word” to remove the IL—28's, 
“although not now but later.” The Soviet leader's formu- 
lation here echoes the secret promise Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy made to Soviet Ambassador Anato- 
liy Dobrynin during the height of the crisis, to remove 
ballistic missiles from Turkey at a later date. The Presi- 
dent's brother had demanded that the promise be kept 
secret. The United States, it was believed, could not 
publicly trade missiles in Turkey for those in Cuba lest it 
offend its NATO ally or undermine its own credibility.* 
ing. In a message dispatched to Moscow on November 
11, he insisted on an announcement about withdrawal of 
the IL-28's, but he did not insist on Khrushchev's making 
public the agreed-on timetable for their withdrawal. The 
next day, Khrushchev relented and agreed to the with- 
drawal of the IL—28's “within mentioned 30 days... .” 
ed to this in his letter of November 1 1—that it would not 
permit withdrawal of the IL—28's, because they had 
been given to Cuba. Moreover, Premier Fidel Castro 
was declaring that UN inspection of Cuban territory 
could be undertaken only if there were a reciprocal in- 
spection of US territory, where there allegedly were 
base camps of the US Central Intelligence Agency for 
training anti-Castro guerrillas. Just as the United States 
did not trust Cuba, and sought verified safeguards 
against the reintroduction of offensive weapons, so 
Cuba wanted to make certain the United States upheid 
its pledge not to support those who sought to overthrow 
Cuba. The IL—28's were Cuba's bargaining chip to se- 
cure a firm with the United States not to in- 
vade Cuba. Yet, unknown to Castro, Khrushchev gave 
up the bombers on November 13, two days before the 


‘See Department of State. incoming Telegram No 16006. Nov 2. 1962. 
trom Adia: Stevenson to the Secretary of State (available at the National 
Security Archives) See also Raymond |. Garthott, Reflections on the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, rev ed . Washington, DOC. Brookings, 1989. pp 107-09 
it 1s thws lst to which Khrushchev makes reference in his November 4 letter 

“See rete ence in Khrushchev's confidential message of October 28. 
also, Robert F Kennedy. Thirteen Days A Memow of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
New York, New American Library, 1969. pp. 108-09. and Gartholl_ op cit. 
pp 86 88 


Cuban Premier wrote a sirong letter to UN Acting Sec- 
retary General U Thant expressing Cuba's position. ° 

The !L—28 crisis thus made it clear that the Soviet 
Union would not provide a security umbrella for Cuba. 
Khrushchev could not and did not claim in. November, 
as he had earlier, in the case of the missiles, that he had 
acceded to the US demands in return for assurances of 
Cuban security. Indeed, Kennedy had toughened the 
conditions on the US pledge not to invade Cuba, and in 
effect, provided no pledge at all. 

On November 6, the President emphasized that his 
“ “assurances against an invasion of Cuba’ ” were 
predicated on “the verified removal of the missile and 
their reintroduction.” Then, Kennedy added a new ele- 
ment: “that Cuba can never have normal relations with 
the other nations of this hemisphere unless it ceases to 
appear to be a foreign military base and adopts a 
peaceful course of non-interference in the affairs of its 
sister nations.” Six weeks later, on Decernber 14, Ken- 
nedy reiterated this formula for guaranteeing no inva- 
sion: “we do need to have adequate assurances that all 
offensive weapons are rernoved from Cuba and are not 
re-introduced, and that Cuba itself commits no aggres- 
sive acts against any of the nations of the Western He- 
misphere.” inasmuch as in the “adequate assurances” 
Kennedy included on-site inspection—which Cuba 
Could not be met. Moreover, the added demand for no 
“aggressive acts” was open to broad interpretation in 
Washington as to what actions by Cuba constituted 

Despite the qualified nature of the pledge. there is no 
activated any plans to invade Cuba, and hence Wash- 
ington in effect honored the pledge. in 1970, the Nixon 
administration offered a new US promise to the Soviets 
not to invade Cuba, in the form of a restatement of the 
1962 agreement with fewer conditions. Henry Kissin- 
er at the time, issued a communiqué to the Soviet Union 
that 


noted with satisfaction the assurance of the Soviet 
government that the understandings of 1962 were still 
in force. We defined these as prohibiting the em- 
placement of any offensive weapon of any kind or 
any offensive delivery system on Cuban territory. We 
affirmed that in return we would not use military force 


“Letter trom Prime Minister Fide! Castro to UN Secretary General U 
Thant. Nov 15. 1962. Unofficial UN transiation. US Department of State 
incoming Telegram No 1802. dated Nov 15. 1962. 700 pm 


Back from the Brink 


San Julian airfield in Cuba 


to bring about a change in the governmental struc- 
ture of Cuba.® 


Cuba has abided by the 1970 coniitions, and in effect, 
the Nixon pledge replaced the Kennedy pledge, and 
has been the basis of US policy since then 

Khrushchev's failure to obtain concessions from 
Kennedy was not for want of trying. On November 13 
and again on December 10, he sought to have the 
agreement Codified at the United Nations. On the latter 
date, noting that he wanted the US pledge to last be- 
yond the six years during which it was anticipated by 
Khrushchev that Kennedy would be in office, the Soviet 
Chairman asserted that “it is necessary to fix the as- 
sumed Commitments in the documents of both sides 
and register them with the United Nations.” 


© . 
ti 


An October 27, 1962, aerial reconaissance shot of Soviet “Beagle” iL—-28 bombers being assembled at the 


—The John F. Kennedy Library. 


Kennedy refused. indeed, his tone in messages after 
Khrushchev agreed to remove the missiles (on October 
28) was tough and businesslike. Where Khrushchev in- 
jected touches of warmth—about the defeat of Kenne- 


"Henry Kissinger. The White House Years, Boston, Little, Brown, 1979 
p 634 Notably sa weeks later the White House learned that the Soviets 
appeared to be in the process of building a submarine base at the Cuban port 
of Crentuegos The Nixon adminstration relied. in part. on the 1962 
understanding to demand that the Soviets cease construction of the base 
What we now know from the newly-released documents is that the 
adrrwrstration was not merely engaged in placing a new interpretation on the 
language in the 1962 understanding about ‘offensive weapons in his 
November 6. 1962 letter Kennedy explicitly reterred to Moscow's promise not 
to construct a Soviet subrniar’ base on the isiand “| hope you will 
understand that we must a” ach the greatest importance to the personal 
assurances you have 9) » that submarine bases will not be established 
in Cuba 
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dy’s adversary, Nixon, in the 1962 California guberna- 
torial race, or about Kennedy's family—the President 
focused exclusively on the pursuit of US objectives, 
and seemed condescending to the Soviet leader. At a 
conference on the Cuban Missile Crisis held in Havana 
in January 1992, attended by the author, Castro sug- 
gested that Kremlin officials judged that Kennedy had 
humiliated Khrushchev in the crisis and its aftermath, 
though the President had admonished his advisers 
not to describe the outcome as a victory.’ The Cuban 
leader conjectured [and Fedor Burlatskiy confirms 
above—€ds.] that this contributed to Khrushchev's 
ouster from power two years later, which, Castro ar- 
gued, ultimately confronted the United States with a 
more virulent and debilitating arms race than it would 
have faced had the more pacific Khrushchev remained 


in power. 


THIS correspondence demonstrates that bot Kenne- 
dy and Khrushchev had little understanding of Cuba or 
regard for it. Kennedy casualiy suggested on Novem- 
ber 3, for exariiple, that the quarantine might “be of as- 
sistence to [Soviet Deputy Premier] Mr. [Anastas] Miko- 
yan in his negotiations with Premier Castro,” as if Castro 
might be intimidatec by such a show of force. Yet, the 
Cuban leader refused even to meet with Mikoyan for a 
week out of anger at the missile withdrawal, ard he was 
prepared even for a nuclear war.® Khrushchev knew of 
Castro's anger, but continued to deal secretly with Ken- 
nedy about the IL—28's, and, indeed, agreed to their 


"The tripartite Havana conference—heid January 8-12, 1992—was 
hosted by the Cuban government and sponsored by the Center for Foreign 
Policy Development at Brown University’s Thomas J. Watson, Jr. institute 
for international Studies. On the President's admonishment, see Robert F 
Kennedy, op. cit, pp. 127-28 


withdrawal without first consulting the Cuban leader. 

The US and Soviet attitudes reinforced Cuba's belief 
that it was vulnerable to a future US attack, which was 
deemed likely, and that it had been betrayed by the So- 
viet Union. It is notable, then, that after the crisis, Cuba 
increased its support for revolutionary movements in 
Latin America, in part in an effort to “overextend” the 
United States and undermine its ability to strike at 
Cuba.° in turn, the US stepped up military aid to the re- 
gion, and in the 1970's, despotic military regimes in Lat- 
in America used such aid to gain or hold on to power. 

In a Curious way, the correspondence helps us un- 
derstand the limitations of the two leaders who brought 
us to the brink of nuclear destruction, and then with ex- 
traordinary wisdom avoided war. They did not appreci- 
ate the extent to which Cuba was a part of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, and so they did not recognize that it 
had to be a party to the full resolution of the crisis. That 
Kennedy and Khrushchev—two enormously skillful 
leaders—had such limitations points to a profound new 
lesson that is coming to replace the old notion that the 
missile crisis Gemonstrated how crises ought to be 
managed. The new lesson of the missile crisis is that in 
the nuclear age, crises cannot be managed, but must 
be avoided; and crisis avoidance is best achieved 
through efforts to reconcile the conflicting interests of 
all the parties involved. 


*Cuba: Castro Remarks at Conference on 1962 Missile Crisis, 9-12 
America (Washington, DC), Mar. 4, 1992, Supplement, p. 22: also 
Garthoff, op. cit., pp. 100-01; anc author's interviews with Mikoyan’s son 
Sergo. Anastas Mikoyan arrived in Havana on November 2 and stayed for 
22 days. 

*Playboy Interview: Fide! Castro,” Playboy (Chicago), January 1967, 

p. 70. 
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An index to the Kennedy-Khrushchev Exchanges, October 22—December 14, 1962 


Sender 


Page # 


Summary 


October 27 


October 27 


October 28 


Kennedy 


Khrushchev 


Kennedy 
Khrushchev 


Kennedy 


Khrushchev 


Khrushchev 


Kennedy 


Khrushchev 


Kennedy 


Khrushchev 


Khrushchev 


Kennedy 


30-31 


31-32 


45-50 


52-58 


62-73 


73-74 


Condemns Soviet attempt to disrupt the overall balance of power in the world by 
introducing bases for long-range missiles and other offensive weapons systems 
into Cuba; expresses intent to eliminate this threat to hemispheric security. 


Accuses US of aggressing against Cuba and the Soviet Union in violation of the 
United Nations Charter and the laws of navigation by imposing the naval 
quarantine on shipments to Cuba; claims Soviet weapons in Cuba are 
exclusively for defensive purposes. 


Blames crisis on Moscow's secret shipment of offensive weapons to Cuba. 


Accuses Kennedy of issuing an ultimatum such as the US itself would never 
accept, and of pushing mankind toward a world nuclear war. 


Blames crisis on USSR for igrioring September warning not to introduce 
offensive weapons into Cuba and for lying about its actions to the US. 


Reflects on the gravity of a nuclear war; maintains that Soviet weapons in Cuba 
are ‘defensive’; calls for mutual acceptance of UN Acting Secretary General 
U Thant’'s proposal that the USSR undertake not to transport armaments to 
Cuba and that the US lift its naval quarantine of shipping to Cuba. 


Khrushchev proposes removal of Soviet missiles fram Cuba in exchange for 
removal of US missiles from Turkey, with reciprocal guarantees for Cuba and 
Turkey against invasion from US and its allies and USSR and its allies 
respectively, with agreements made public in UN Security Council. 


Offers removal of quarantine and assurances against an invasion of Cuba in 
return for cessation of work on missile sites and removal of offensive weapons 
from Cuba under UN observation. 


Broadcast message (also delivered to American Embassy in Moscow) notes 
assurances by US and other nations of Western Hemisphere that they would 
not attack Cuba; agrees to dismantle and remove weapons described by 
Kennedy as “offensive”; supports détente between NATO and Warsaw 

Pact; complains about US reconnaissance flights over Cuba. 


Confirms deal outlined in Kennedy message of October 27 and Khrushchev 
broadcast reply of October 28; welcomes proposal to work toward 
agreement on disarmament issues, particularly nuclear-weapons proliferation. 


In a letter directed to the President through Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
(and rejected by the latter), Khrushchev tried to codify the US agreement to 
withdraw missiles from bases in Turkey within 4—5 months, as worked out in 
discussions between Robert Kennedy and Ambassador Anatoliy Dobrynin. 


Once again urges lifting of quarantine; proposes US leave Guantanamo; 
urges test-ban treaty, non-aggression treaty between blocs, disarmament 
agreement, resolution of German issue, seating of China in UN, and US-Soviet 
summit meeting (perhaps at UN). 


Holds firm on Cuban issues, noting Castro opposition to measures of 
verification; moderates quarantine to simple “hailing procedure.” 


~Although this item was never accepted by Attorney General Robert Kennedy, it is included here by agreement of the two governments. 
Pin January 1992, the US and Russian governments jointly announced deciassification of this document 
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Index to the Kennedy-Khrushchev Exchanges (continued) 


Date Sender Page # Summary 


November 4° Khrushchev 75-76 Expresses alarm at alleged expansion of definition of ‘ ffensive weapons” to 
include weapons other than the missiles being dismantied and removed. 


November 6 Kennedy 77-81 Insists that removal of IL-28 bombers was part of original settlement proposal: 
reminds Khrushchev of earlier duplicity; asserts right to conduct aerial 
surveillance if Cuba rejects other verification procedures; mentions that the 
USSR had assured US it would not establish submarine bases in Cuba; and 
says Cuba must renounce interference in affairs of sister nations if it wishes 
normal relations. 


November 11° Khrushchev 82-88 _ Asserts that missiles are being removed, as proved by verification at sea; calls 
on US to issue no-invasion guarantee; offers gentleman's agreement on 
removal of IL—28 bombers. 


November 12° —_- Kennedy 88 in message of which Department of State has no firm record, Kennedy orally 
agrees to lift quarantine if Khrushchev agrees to remove |L-28's, preferably 
within 30 days (although the latter did not have to be made public). 


November 13° Khrushchev 88-92 Agrees to withdraw IL-28's within 2-3 months; calls for end to US aerial 
surveillance of Cuba and formalization of agreements on Cuba with 
participation of UN Acting Secretary General U Thant, in “an appropriate 
document”; suggests UN observer posts in Caribbean (including US). 


November 15° Kennedy 92-96 _Insists on removal of IL—28's, arrangements for verification of arms removal, 
and safeguards against reintroduction of arms as conditions for lifting US 
naval quarantine. 


November 19° Khrushchev 96-105 Complains about IL-28 issue but accedes to their removal within a month, 
together with associated personnel and materiel; suggests mechanism of sea 
verification (as with missiles); fxcuses on US delay in meeting its end of the 
bargain; repeats wish for documentation of agreement at UN. 


November 20° Kennedy 106 Oral communication in anticipation of press conference announcing lifting 
of Cuban quarantine tells Khrushchev that US is lowering its state of alert and 
deactivating reserve air squadrons. 


November 21 Kennedy 106-07 Confirms lifting of quarantine in return for removal of IL—28's, as agreed; aerial 
surveillance of Cuba to continue in the absence of suitable verification; links 
no-invasion pledge to matters continuing on “their present favorable course.” 


Novernber 22° Khrushchev 107-10 _ Interprets Kennedy letter of November 21 as a firm commitment on behalf of 
US and its allies not to invade Cuba. 


December 10° Khrushchev 110-17 Again appeals for US confirmation of agreement under aegis of UN so that it 
will outlast Kennedy presidency; complains about US press leaks of 
confidential messages; suggests US and USSR are very close to treaty 
on Germany (only the issue of troops in Berlin said to be outstanding), 
with West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer the main obstacle. 


December 14° —- Kennedy 117-20 Balks on formal no-invasion pledge other than that in November 20 press 
conference, alluding to possibility of aggressive acts by Cuba; explains US 
press competition and affirms commitment to maintaining confidential 
channels to Khrushchev; suggests German issue is not as close to 
resolution as Khrushchev averred; looks forward to test-ban treaty. 


°in January 1992, the US and Russian governments jointly announced declassification of this document 
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Kennedy Message of October 22, 1962" 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


A copy of the statement I am making to- 
night concerning developments in Cuba and 
the reaction of my Government thereto has 
been handed to your Ambassador in Wash- 
ington.” In view of the gravity of the develop- 
ments to which I refer, I want you to know 
immediately and accurately the position of 
my Government in this matter. 

In our discussions and exchanges on Berlin 
and other international questions, the one 
thing that has most concerned me has been 
the possibility that your Government would 
not correctly understand the will and deter- 
mination of the United States in any given 
situation, since I have not assumed that you 
or any other sane man would, in this nuclear 
age, deliberately plunge the world into war 
which it is crystal clear no country could win 
and which could only result in catastrophic 
consequences to the whole world, including 
the aggressor. 

At our meeting in Vienna and subsequent- 
ly, I expressed our readiness and desire to 
find, through peaceful negotiation, a solu- 
tion to any and all problems that divide us. 
At the same time, I made clear that in view of 
the objectives of the ideology to which you 
adhere, the United States could not tolerate 
aiiy action on your part which in a major way 
disturbed the existing over-all balance of 
power in the world. I stated that an attempt 


English text communicated to the Soviet Ambassa- 
at Washington at 6 p.m. Washington time on Oct. 


to the Ameri- 


( Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
[MFA] from text received at 1 a.m. Moscow time on 
Oct. 23, 1962). 

From October 22 to October 28, 1962, President Ken- 
nedy's messages were delivered through the Amem- 


> Cap,’ 


> 


Konus 3aaBNeHHA, KOTOpPOe A Mena CeromHsA 
BCYeEPOM OTHOCHTeENbHO cOGBITHH Ha KyG6e u 
peaKUJHH MOero NpaBHTeALCTBa Ha HHX, Nepesaha 
Bawemy nocay 8 Bawnxrrone. Bauny cepbe3- 
HOCTH COOBITHH, O KOTOPbIX A TOBOPH, 4 XO4Y, 
¥TOGbI NOIHUMA MOCO NpaBHTeALCTBa B 3TOM 
Bonpoce cTajia H3BecTHa Bam He3aMeINTeEbHO 
H TOUHO. 


Bo spema HawHx O6cyxeHHA H OGmeHa MHe- 
HMaMM NO Bepauny 4 ApyrHM MexKyHapomHbim 
Bonpocam Gonble BCero MeHA GeECNOKOKA OHH 
MOMCHT, @ HMCHHO: BO3MOXKHOCTL TOTO, 4TO 
Bawe npaBMTenbcTBO He NOMMET NpPaBKALHO 
BOW H pewMTenbHOCTL, CoennHeHHeix [llTtaTos 
B KaKOH-HHOyYIb KOHKPeTHOM CHTYyaliHH, NO- 
CKOJbKy @ He fonyckalo, To Bai nan n1060H 
Apyroh 31paBOMbICNAIMA YeNOBeK NmpesHame- 
PeCHHO TOAKHET B Halll ALCPHbIN BEK MHP B BOMHY, 
KOTOpy!O, KaK 3TO aGCOMIOTHO ACHO, HH OfHa 
CTpaHa He MOXeT BbIMTpaTb H KOTOPaa MOXeT 
MIpHBeECTH JHIb K KaTacTpodwyeckmM nocnen- 
CTBHSM JIA BCETO MHpa, BKJIO4aR KM arpeccopa. 

Bo spems Haweh scrpew B Bene u B fanb- 
HeHWICM A BbIPAaKaN Hallly TOTOBHOCTS H Halle 
x«KeaHHe HaHTH IlyTeM MHPHbIX NeperoBsopos pe- 
wenve 11060H H BCeX npo6NeM, KOTOPbie pa3- 
nensiwrT Hac. B To xe CaMOe BPEMA A ACHO NOKA- 
3a, 4TO BBHAY UeNeH TO HACONOTMH, KOTOPOR 
Boi npunepxusaetecs, Coennnennpte Ililtatbi He 
CMOryT noTepneTb Kakoro-1H60 jeHcCTBMA C 
Balen CTOpPOHbi, KOTOpOe Obi B GOoNBUION CTe- 
neHH HapyWiKAO CyulecTByloOUlee BCeEOKuUICe paB- 
HOBeCHe CH B MHpe. A 3asBHn, 4TO NONbITKa 


Washington and simultaneously delivered to Amem- 
bassy Moscow, with originals delivered by the MFA to 
the Amembassy Moscow. 

After October 28, both sides’ messages were deliv- 
ered through the Soviet Ambassador to the US, Anato- 
liy Dobrynin, and the US President's brother Robert F. 
Kennedy or other confidential persons from among the 
White House staff. This line of communications has 
come to be called the “confidential channel.” 

?President Kennedy's television and radio address of 
October 22, 1962, was printed in Department of State 
Bulletin (Washington, DC—hereafter, Bulletin), Nov. 
12, 1962, p. 715. 

*The Russian text carries a much terser term of ad- 
dress (“Sir”) than the English-language text provided. 
The more formal term of address on the English version 

that this was the formal letter ultimately deliv- 
ered with the President's signature. 
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to force abandonment of our responsibilities 
and commitments in Berlin would constitute 
such an action and that the United States 
would resist with all the power at its com- 
mand. 

It was in order to avoid any incorrect as- 
sessment on the part of your Government 
with respect to Cuba that I publicly stated 
that if certain developments in Cuba took 
place, the United States would do whatever 
must be done to protect its own security and 
that of its allies. 

Moreover, the Congress adopted a resolu- 
tion expressing its support of this declared 
policy. Despite this, the rapid development 
of long-range missile bases and other offen- 
sive weapons systems in Cuba has proceed- 
ed. I must tell you that the United States is 
determined that this threat to the security of 
this hemisphere be removed. At the same 
time, I wish to point out that the action we 
are taking is the minimum necessary to re- 
move the threat to the security of the nations 
of this hemisphere. The fact of this minimum 
response should not be taken as a basis, how- 
ever, for any misjudgment en your part. 

I hope that your Government will refrain 
from any action which would widen or deep- 
en this already grave crisis and that we can 
agree to resume the path of peaceful negotia- 
tion. 

Sincerely, 
John F. Kennedy 


Khrushchev Message of 
October 23, 1962 
Tocnoanu Ipesngenr, 


Toabko 4¥ToO nonyynn Bae nucbMo, a 
Takxe O3HaKOMHMJICA ¢ TeKcTomM Bawwero 
BbICTyILIeHHA 22 OKTAOpA B CBA3H C Ky6on. 

JlomxKeHK OTKPOBCHHO CKa3aTb, YTO HaMe- 
YeHHbIe B Balliem 3aABeHHH Mepbi mpen- 


cTrapniaioT co6oH cepbe3sHylO yrpo3y MHPpy 


‘Message delivered to Amembassy Moscow at 3:00 
p.m. Moscow time (presen: text version telegraphed to 
Washington, with copies to Soviet Mission 

at New York and Sovembassy Havana on Oct. 23, 1962); 
English text an informal translation by Amembassy 
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onacHOCTH faHHOrO nonywapus 6bvia ycTpanena. 
B To xe BPeMA A XO4Y yKa3aTb, YTO AeACTBMA, 
KOTOpbie MbI MIpeANpHHHMaeM , ABIAIOTCR MHHHMY- 
MOM, HEOOXOMHMBIM UIA YCTpaHeHHA yrpo3sbi 6e3- 
OMacHOCTH CTpaH 3TOrO NoNyulapus. DaxT sToH 
peaKL[MH-MMHMMyMa He JOJDKEH OfHaKO ObITL B3T 
B Ka4eCcTBe OCHOBbI Aa Kakoro-nH60 Hempa- 
BHJILHOTO CyaieHHA C Based CTOpoHbi. 

A wanewcs, yTo Bawe mpaBuTeAbcTBO BO3- 
nepxutca oT 106nIx gelicTsHA, KOTOpBic 
pacumpxin Obi HK yrnyGuAM STOT KPH3HC, ye 
HOCSLUMA COpbe3HbIh XapakTep, H YTO MbI CMO- 
KEM JOFOBOPHTLCA BHOBL BCTaTb Ha NyYTb MHP- 
HbIX NeperoBopos. 


Iiqxon ®. Kennean 


Mr. President: 


I have just received your letter, and have also 
acquainted myself with text of your speech of 
October 22 regarding Cuba. 

I should say frankly that measures outlined in 
your statement represent serious threat to peace 


Moscow, telegraphed to the Department of State (DOS) 
at 5 p.m. Moscow time on Oct. 23, 1962 (received at 
11:56 Washington time the same day). 

Note that the Russian translation failed to indicate a 


paragraph at this point. 
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wu Ge3sonacHocTH HaponoB. CoesnHeHHbie 
liitaTbi OTKPbITO CTaHOBATCA Ha NyTb rpy- 
6oro HapyweHnua Ycrasa Oprann3aunn 
OGpeannenHpix Haun, Ha MyTb Hapy- 
WeHHA MeXMYHapOAHbIX HOPM cBOGOAbI 
CYAOXOMCTBa B OTKPbITbIX MOPAX, Ha NyTb 
arpeccuBHbIx JeAcTBHA Kak npoTHB Ky6bl, 
Tak 4 npotus Cosetckoro Coww3a. 

Saasnenve [Ipasutenpctrsa Coeaqnnen- 
HbIx Iitaros AmepHKH HeCb3A OLLCHHTD 
MHave KaK HeNPHKPbiTOe BMeCIUAaTebCTBO 
BO BHYTpeHHHe ena KyG6uucxoi Pec- 
ny6auku, Copetckoro Co1o3a W ~ApyrHx rocy- 
aapcers. Ycras Oprann3aunn OG LeAHHeHHbIX 
Haunt W MexKJyHapOsHbie HOPMbI He alOT 
npaBa HH OMHOMYy PocysapcTBy YCTaHaBAMBaTb 
B MOXMYHAPOMHbIX BOMAX MPOBEPKy CyMOB, 
HanpaBisroulnxca Kk Geperam K yOunckon Pec- 
ny6AHKH. 

Mbi, pa3ymMeeTca, He MOXKEM MPH3HATb 3a 
Coeannenubimn Iiitatamn “ mpaBo ycTaHo- 
BIICHHA KOHTPONA 3a OpyxHeM, HeOOxo- 
auMbim Pecny6nuxe Ky6a ana yxpennenns 
cBoeh OG6OpoHOCcnoOco6HOCTH. 

Mbi noaTBepxaeM, 4TO OpyxKHe, Haxossa- 
useeca Ha KyG6e, He3aBHCHMO OT TOTO, K Ka- 
KOMY KJIaCCy OHO OTHOCHTCA, npemHa3Ha- 
4YCHO MCKIIIOYHTEbHO 1A OGOPOHHTECJIbHbIX 
ueneh, uToGb1 OGe30nacuTb K y6Guncky Pec- 
ny6Anky OT HanaleHHA arpeccopa. 

A wanetocs, 4ToO npasuTenscrBo Coesn- 
HeHHbIX IlitaTos npoasuT Gnaropa3ymue H 
OTKaXKeTCA OT NpoBoAMMbIX Bamu seficTBHh, 
KOTOpbie MOryT MpHBeCcTH K KaTacTpodu- 
YCCKHM MOCHCACTBHAM JIA MHPa BO BCeM 
MHpe. 

Touka 3penusa CopeTckoro mpaBHTesbcTBa 
no nospogy Bawiero 3aapnenna oT 22 oxTaGps 
w3noxeHa B Saspnennn CopeTcKoro nmpaBHi- 
TeILCTBa, KOTOPOe HanpaBnsaeTca Bam yepe3 
Bawero nocna B Mocxse. 


H. Xpyuies 


and security of peoples. United States has openly 
taken path of gross violation of Ch_ ter of United 
Nations, path of violation of international norms 
of freedom of navigation on high seas, path of 
aggressive actions both against Cuba and against 
Soviet Union. 


Statement of Government of United States 
America cannot be evaluated in any other way 
than as naked interference in domestic affairs of 
Cuban Republic, Soviet Union, and other states. 
Charter of United Nations and international 
norms do not give right to any state whatsoever tu 
establish in international waters control of vessels 
bound for shores of Cuban Republic. 


It is self-understood that we also cannot recog- 
nize right of United States to establish control 
over armaments essential to Republic of Cuba for 
strengthening of its defensive capacity. 


We confirm that armaments now on Cuba, re- 
gardless of classification to which they belong, are 
destined exclusively for defensive purposes, in 
order to secure Cuban Republic from attack of 
aggressor. 


I hope that Government of United States will 
show prudence and renounce actions pursued by 
you, which could lead to catastrophic conse- 
quences for peace throughout world. 


Viewpoint of Soviet Government with regard 
to your statement of October 22 is set forth in 
statement of Soviet Government, which is being 
conveyed to you through your ambassador in 
Moscow. ' 


N. Khrushchev 


'For the text of the Soviet statement, see The New 
York Times, Oct. 24, 1962. 
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Kennedy Message of October 23, 1962' 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I have received your letter of October twen- 
ty-third. I think you will recognize that the 
steps” which started the current chain of events 
was the action of your Goverament in secretly 
furnishing offensive weapons to Cuba. We will 
be discussing this matter in the Security Coun- 
cil. In the meantime, I am concerned that we 
both show prudence and do nothing to allow 
events to make the situation more difficult to 
control than it already is. 


I hope that you will issue immediately the 
necessary instructions to your ships to observe 
the terms of the quarantine, the basis of which 
was established by the vote of the Organiza- 
tion of American States this afternoon, and 
which will go into effect at 1400 hours Green- 
wich time October twenty-four. 


Sincerely, 
John F. Kennedy. 


THBHBIe ycnosua, KOTOpbie Bbi nocraBnnn 
Ham CBoeH akuneh. Kax 6b1 Bi pearuposann 
Ha 3T0? Jlymaio, ¥To Bai sosmyTunnce 6b 
TaKMM laroM C Halen Croponbi. H 3T0 6bL1I0 
6bI HaM NOHATHO. 

Tloctapus Ham 3TH ycnoBHa, Boi, rocnomHH 


Iipesmaent, Gpocuim Ham BbI30B. Kro Bac 
npocun genaTp 370? Tlo Kaxomy npasy Bi 
3To cnenann? Hawm casa3n c Pecny6nnkoi 


‘English text transmitted by DOS to Amembassy Mos- 
cow at 6:51 p.m. Washington time on Oct. 23, 1962, and 
delivered to MFA at 7 a.m. Moscow time on Oct. 24, 1962; 
Russian text, translation by MFA (present text ts informa- 

tion copy telegraphed by MFA at 21:45 Moscow time on 
Oct. 24, 1962, to Sovembassy Washington with a copy to 
the Soviet mission in New York). 


> Ysaxaembii r-x IIpeacenatenp, 


> 


A nonywun Bawe nucemo ot 23 oxtaGps. A ay- 
CTyXMBLUMM Ha4a0OM HbIHCWIHeA UeNH COObITHR. 
6bin0 nefvcTBHe Bawero mpaBHTeALCTBA, BbIPasHB- 
weeca 8B TatHO# nocTraBKe Ha Ky6y HacTynaTenb- 
Horo OpyxxHsa. Mi 6Gyaem OGcyauaT 3TOT BONpOC 
s Cosete Besonacnoctu. Tem spemerem 2 o3a60- 
¥eH TeM, 4TOG6bI MbI 06a NpoxsKaM GaaropasymnHe KH 
He CaenanM HHYETO TakOrO, 4TO NosIBONKAO Ob! 
co6prTusam cule Gonee 3aTPYAHMTh, NO CPaBHeHHIO 
C TEM, 4TO ye HMCCT MECTO, YReCPAMBAHHe NONO- 


BCTYNHT B CHTy B 14.00 no PPHHBHYCKOMy BpeMeHH 
24 oxtTaGpa. 


Ucxpenne Baw, 
(noanucs) 'bxon ©. Kennean 


Dear Mr. President: 


I have received your letter of October 23, famil- 
iarized myself with it and am answering you. 

Imagine, Mr. President, that we had posed to 
you those ultimative conditions which you have 
posed to us by your action. How would you have 
reacted to this? I think that you would have been 
indignant at such a step on our part. And that 
would have been comprehensible to us. 


Having posed these conditions to us, you, Mr. 
President, have challenged us. Who asked you to 


*So transmitted to Amembassy Moscow, corrected 
there to read “step.” 

*Russian text delivered to Amembassy Moscow by 
MFA (this version taken from MFA telegram to Sovem- 
bassy Washington with copy to Soviet Mission in New 
York); English text, informal translation by Amem- 
bassy Moscow of text received from MFA at 11:30 p.m. 
Moscow time on Oct. 24, 1962, and telegraphed to DOS 
at 2a.m. Moscow time on Oct. 25, 1962 (received at 9:24 
p.m. Washington time on Oct. 24, 1962). 


Kennedy-Khrushchev Cosseapensonce 


Ky6a, Kak HM OTHOUICHHA C ~APyTHMH rocy- 
RapcTBaMK, H€3AaBHCHMO OT TOTO, KaKOe 3TO 
rocy@apcTBO, KaCalOTCA TOKO ABYX CTPak, 
MOKAY KOTOPbIMH HMCIOTCA 3TH OTHOWICHHS. 
Vi ecau yx TOBOPHT O KapaHTHHe , YNOMHHac- 
mom 8 Baisem mvcbéMc, TO ero, KaK 3TO 


Bapbi H NpomyKkTe. Ho B AaHHOM Cry4ae ped 
MCT COBCEM He O KapaHTHHe, a O ropazl0 
Gonece cepeesHbix sBeulax, h Bei 3To camn 
NOHMMAaCTe . 

Bei, rocnoamn Ipesnnent, o6banasete He 
KapaHTHH, a BLUIBHTacTe yABTMMAaTYyM H yrpo- 
xaeTe, 4TO CCAH Mbi He Gyfem NOMYHHATLCA 
Baumm tpeGosannam, To Bai npumcuute 
cuty. Baymaitrecs 8 To, ¥ToO Bai rosopure! 
KM Bui xorwre yGeanrs mena, 4ro6bi 2 Co- 
rnacuaca c 3Tum! “To 3Ha4HT COrmaCcHTBCA C 
3THMK TpeGosaHHaMH”? FTO O3HadaNO Gbi py- 
KOBOACTBOBATLCR =B CBOHX OTHOUICHHAX C 
ApyrMMs CTpaHaMM He Pa3yMOM, a NOTaKaTb 
npowssony. Bai yxe we aneanupyeTe K pa- 
3yMy, @ XOTHTe 3amyraTs Hac. 

Het, rocnogmu [Ipesmment, a we Mory c 
3TMM OOAACHTLCH MH AYMalO, YTO BHYTPeHHe 
Bui ppw3snaete Moto mpapoty. YGexnen, 4TO 
Hz Moem MecTe Bai nocrynmim 6b! Tak xe. 

Ccpuika Ha pewenne Opranm3aunn Ame- 
PMKaHCKHX TOCyAapcTBS HH B KOCH Mepe He 


NpaB, KOTOPbIMH MOAL3yCTCR BCAKOE CyBe- 
peHHoe rocyfapcTBO, MbITaeTeCh 3aKOHOMa- 
TCALCTBOBATb B BOMpOcaXx MexXAYHApOAHOTO 


do this? By what right have you done this? Our re- 
lations with the Republic of Cuba, like our rela- 
tions with other states, regardless of what sort of 
State it may be, concern only the two countries be- 
tween which those relations exist. And if one is 
really going to talk about a quarantine, referred to 
in your letter, it can be established, according to 
accepted international practice, only by the agree- 
ment of states between themselves, and not by any 
sort of third party. There exist, for example, quar- 
antines on agricultural goods and products. But in 
the case at hand, the question is in no way one of 
quarantine, but rather of far more serious things. 
and you yourself understand this. 


You, Mr. President, are not deciaring quaran- 
tines, but advancing an ultimatum and threaten- 
ing that unless we subordinate ourselves to your 
are saying! And you wish to convince me to agree 
to this! What does agreement with such demands 
mean” This would mean to guide oneself in one's 
relations with other countries not by reason but to 
indulge arbitrariness. You are no ‘onger appeal- 
ing to reason, but wish to intimidate us. 


And, Mr. President, I cannot agree with this 
and think that in your heart you recognize that | 
am correct. | am convinced that in my place you 
would act the same way. 


Reference to the decision of the Organization 
of American States cannot in any way substantiate 
the demands now advanced by the United States. 
This organization has absolutely no authority or 
basis to make decisions like that of which you 
speak in your letter. 


the principles of international law, strictly observe 
the norms regulating navigation on the high seas 
and in international waters. We observe these 
norms and enjoy the rights recognized by all 


States. 


You wish to compel us to renounce the rights 
that every sovereign state enjoys, you are at- 
tempting to legislate in questions of international 


pasa. nonupacte OGUICNPHHATbIC HOPMbI 
3Toro npasa. Hi sce 3TO He TOABKO H3-3a He- 
HaBHCTH K KYOHHCKOMY Hapogy HK Cro NpaBH- 
TCALCTBY, HO H 43-3a COO6paxecHHA HIONPa- 
TeabHod kamnannn B CIA. Kaxas mopans. 
Kakoe paso MOryT OnpaBaaT, TaKko# 
NOAXOA aMePHKAaHCKOTO NpaBHTeARCTBa kK 
MecAAYHapOAHbIM Acnam? Tako# mopann H 
Takoro pasa we HalTH, noTOMY 4TO 
achctous CIA 8 orHowennn Ky6ei — 3To 
BbIPOAAalOUNCTOCA HMNnepHann3Ma. K coma- 


coGa 8 mame nonomenne # nonyuaire, Kak 
6b! pearuposann Ha 9TH ycnosua CIA. He 
COMHeBaIOch, 4TO ecaH KTO-nH6O Nonbi- 
TaAca AMKTOBaTE NoAOGHbIe ycnoBKA Bam — 
CIA, Bei Ge orsepran Taxyw nonbirky. 
Hi mbi TORE TOBROpHM — HeT. 

CopeTcKoe mpaBHTeABCTBO CYNTAaCT, 4TO 
HapyueHHe CBOGOALI NOALIOBAHHA MCAKAY- 
HaPOAHbIMK BOMAMH KH MC AUIYHAPOAHbIM BO3- 
AYUWIMbIM MpOCTpancTBOM — 3TO aKT arpec- 


BaHHA B MCAULYHAPOANbIX BOMAX HM HK Ha WaT 
He OTCTynaTS OT Hux. Hi ecan amepHKanckan 
cTopoHa HapyuiNT 9TH MpaBpHAa, TO OHa 
nosKHa OTRAaTS CeGe OTYCT B TOM, Kakas OT- 
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ed norms of this law. And all this not only out of 
hatred for the Cuban people and its Government. 
but also as a result of considerations of the elec- 
tion campaign in the USA. What morality, what 
law can justify such an approach by the American 
Government to international affairs? You cannot 
find such a morality and such a law, because the 
actions of the USA with regard to Cuba are out- 
right banditry. or. if you like, the folly of degener- 
ate imperialism. Unfortunately. the peoples of all 
countries, and at least of all the American peo- 
ple,’ can suffer gravely from such folly, since the 
USA has fully lost its former inaccessibility with 
the advent of contemporary types of armament. 


Consequently, Mr. President, if you coolly 
ing way to passions, then you will understand that 
the Soviet Union cannot fail to reject the arbitrary 
demands of the USA. When you confront us with 
such conditions, try to put yourself in our situation 
and think how the USA would react to these con- 
ditions. | do not doubt that if someone had at- 
tempted to dictate conditions of this sort to you, 
the USA, you would have rejected such an at- 
tempt. And we also say—No. 


tion of freedom of the use of international waters 
and international air space is an act of aggression. 
pushing mankind towards the abyss of a world 
Government cannot give instructions to the cap- 
tains of Soviet vessels bound for Cuba to observe 
the instructions of the American naval forces 
biockading that island. Your instructions’ to Sovi- 
et mariners are strictly to observe the generally 
recognized norms of navigation in international 
waters and not to retreat from them by even one 
step. And if the American side violates these 
rules, it must realize what sort of responsibility 
will rest on it in that case. Of course, we shall not 
be simply observers of piratical actions of Ameri- 


‘As received by telegram in Washington The passage 
should read: “and not least of all the American people.“ 
7 As received by telegram in Washington The Russian 
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TOra BLIHYXACHbI CO CBOeCH CTOPOHbI mper- 
NPHHATL Mepbi, KOTOPbie COYTEM HYXHbIMH 
H AOCTATOYHbIMH 118 TOTO, YTOObI OrpaaHTL 
cpou mpasa. [laa 3Toro y Hac eCTb BCE 
Heo6xogMMoe. 


C yBaxennem, 
H. Xpyuies 


Kennedy Message of October 25, 1962" 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I have received your letter of October 24, 
and I regret very much that you still do not 
appear to understand what it is that has 
moved us in this matter. 

The sequence of events is clear. In August 
there were rep. rts of important shipments of 
Soviet Union to Cuba. In early September 
| indicated very plainly that the United States 
would regard any shipment of offensive 
weapons as presenting the gravest issues. Af- 
ter that time, this Government received the 
ment and its representatives, both publicly 
and privately, that no offensive weapons 
were being sent to Cuba. If you will review 
the statement issued by Tass in September, 
you will see how clearly this assurance was 
given. 

In reliance on these solemn assurances | 
urged restraint upon those in this country 
who were urging action in this matter at that 
time. And then I learned beyond doubt what 
you have not denied—namely, that all these 
public assurances were false and that your 
military people had set out recently to estab- 
lish a set of missile bases in Cuba. I ask you to 


"English text communicated to Sovembassy W 


ashing- 
ton at 1:45 a.m. Washington time on Oct. 25, 1962, and 
transmitted to Amembassy Moscow at 1:59 a.m the 
same day for delivery in Moscow; Russian text, transla- 


tion by Sovembassy Washington (MFA translation of 


can ships on the high seas. We will then be forced 
for our part to take the measures which we deem 
necessary and adequate in order to protect our 
rights. For this we have all that is necessary. 


N. Khrushchev 


> Ysaxaembii r-x [peacenatens, 


> $A nonywna Bawe nucbmo oT 24 oxtaGpa, 
HM & OYCHL COKaNew, 4TO Bai Bce cule, KaxKeTca, 
He NOHMMAaCTe, YTO MMCHHO PYKOBOMHAO HaMH 
B 9TOM Aene. 


> Tlocnenosateabnocts coGhiTHi acua. B ap- 
rycte Gbiim CooOuleHHA O BaXKHBbIX NepeBo3Kax 
BOCHHOTO CHapaAxXeHHA M CheuManncToB H3 Co- 
setcxoro Cowsa Ha Ky6y. B navane centa6pa a 
BeCbMa SCHO yka3an, 4TO Coenunennpie Irate 
OyayT paccmaTpuBaTs 110G6bIe NOCTABKH HacTyna- 
TEAbHOTO OPyXMA Kak MpencTasnsioume co6oh 
cepbesHemume npo6remb.” 

Tlocne 3Toro Hale NpaBHTeALCTBO NoOAyYHAO 
COBEPLUCHHO SACHbIC 3aBepeHHs OT Bawero npaBH- 
TeALCTBa M CTO NpencrasuTeneh — kak ny6nn4- 
Hbie, Tak H NO HCO*HUMATLHbIM KaHalamM, — 4TO 
HHKaKOTO HacTynaTembHOTO OpyxMA Ha Ky6y He 
nocbimanocs. Ecau Bai eme pas mocmorpuTe 
sasprenne, ony6naukosannoe TACCom B cen- 
TaGpe, Bei yauante CKOAb ACHO 6bIN0 AaHO 3TO 
3aBepeHne. 

> fIlonarasch wa 37H TOPKeCTBeHHBIE 3ape- 
PeCHHA, A NPH3bIBA K CREPRAHHOCTH TeX B HaWwen 
CTpane, KOTOPbie B TO BPeMsA NPH3bIBANH K 
neAicTBMIO B 3TOM ene. VM 3aTem # y3Han 6e3 Ccom- 
HeHHA TO, 4ero Bhi He OTPHUANH, a MMCHHO, YTO 
Bce 3TH NYGAMYHbIC 3aBeEPeHHA ObLIK NOAKSIMH KH 
4TO Baum BoeHHbie NPHCTYNMAM HEMaBHO K CO3- 
manmio KOMMAeKCa pakeTHBIx 6a3 Ha Ky6e. A 
npowy Bac acno nousaTs, r-4 Iipencenatean, ¥To 
He & GPOCHA NepBbiM BLIZOB B 9TOM CHy4ae H 


text delivered by Amb. Foy Kohler to Foreign Minister 
Andrey Gromyko on Oct. 25, 1962, was sent to all mem- 
bers and candidate members of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union). 

>The translation introduces a paragraph here. 
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recognize clearly, Mr. Chairman, that it was 
not I who issued the first challenge in this 
case, and that in the light of this record these 
activities in Cuba required the responses I 
have announced. 

I repeat my regret that these events should 
cause a deterioration in our relations. I hope 
that your Government will take the neces- 
Sary action to permit a restoration of the 
earlier situation. 

Sincerely yours, 
John F. Kennedy 


Khrushchev Message of 
October 26, 1962 
Yesaxaembii r-H [pesuazenr, 


Tonyuna Bawe nucbmo oT 25 oxtaGpa. 
M3 Bawero nucbMa 4 NO“yBCTBOBaN, 4TO y 
Bac ecTb He€KOTOPOe NOHMMAHHe CIOXKMB- 
weiica CHTYallMM MH CO3HaHHe OTBETCTBCH- 
HOCTH. ITO & LICH. 

Cefuac mbi yxe ny6Gnn4uHo O6mMeHAIMCh 
CBOMMH OWCHKaMH CO6bITHA BOKpyr Ky6bi x 
KaXXJbIA M3 HAC H310XKK CBOe OODACHC-HHE KM 
cBoe NOHMMaHHe 3Tyx CO6LITHA. TlosTOMy a 
mMecHa MHCHHSMH Ha TaKOM paccTOsHHH, 
nyCTb 1axKe B Ble 3AKPbITbIX MHCeM, BPAT 
au 4TO-1H60 1O6aBHT K TOMY, 4TO OHA CTO- 
pona yxe CKa3ana Apyron. 

lymaio, Boi npaBuabno nofimete MeHa, 
ecau Bai neficrsutenbuo 3aGoTHTeCcb 0 6na- 
re mupa. Mup wyxKeH BCeM: HM KanuTanH- 
CTaM, CCIM OHH He NOTepANM paccy~Ka, Hu 
Tem Gonee KOMMYHHCTaM, J1028M, KOTOPbIe 
YMCIOT LICHHTL HE TONBKO CBOWO COOCTBCH- 
HY} XH3Hb, HO GoNbIIe BCeTO — XKH3Hb Ha- 
ponos. Mai, KOMMYHHCTbI, BOOGUIe NPOTHB 


"Russian text as telegraphed at 21:20 Moscow time on 
Oct. 26, 1962, to Sovembassy Washington, with copies 
for Zorin in New York and Sovembassy Havana; En- 
glish text, informal translation by Amembassy Moscow 
of text received from MFA at 4:43 p.m. Moscow time on 
Oct. 26, 1962, and telegraphed to DOS at 7 p.m. Mos- 
cow time (received in four sections between 6 and 9 p.m. 
Washington time on Oct. 26, 1962). 


4TO B CBETe BbILUE YNOMAHYTOTO 3Ta ReRTeAL- 
HOCTB Ha Ky6e TpeGosana OTBeTHBIX AchcTBHE, 
© KOTOPbIX 8 OOBABHA. 


A BHOBL BbIPaxKaloO CBOe COKAaNCHHe, YTO 3TH 
COGBITHA BLISBANH YXYMUWICHHe B HalHX OTHO- 
wennax. A Hagetocs, 4To Bawe npasuTeabcTBo 
mpeanpumMet HeOGXOAMMbIe ACHCTBHA, NO3BO- 
AAOUIME BOCCTAHOBHTL CYUICCTBOBaBUCe pzHee 
nonrOXeHHe. 


Ucxpenne Baw 
IL«on ®. Kennean 


Dear Mr. President: 


I have received your letter of October 25. From 
your letter, I got the feeling that you have some 
understanding of the situation which has devel- 
oped and some’ sense of responsibility. I value 
this. 


Now we have already publicly exchanged our 
evaluations of the events around Cuba and each of 


us has set forth his explanation and his under- 
standing of these events. Consequently, I would 
judge that, apparently, a continuation of an ex- 
change of opinions at such a distance, even in the 
form of secret letters, will hardly add anything to 
that which one side has already said to the other. 


I think you will understand me correctly if you 
are really concerned about the welfare of the 
world. Everyone needs peace: both capitalists, if 
they have not lost their reason, and, still more, 
communists, people who know how to value not 
only their own lives but, more than anything, the 
lives of the peoples. We, communists, are against 


?The English translation refered to parentheses 
around a word in Russian original; none are evident in 
the text provided. 
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BCAKHX BOMH MexXRY rocynapcrBaMH uM OT- 
cTaMBaem fenO MMpa Cc TeX MOp, Kak 
NOABHAHKCh Ha CBeT. Mbi Bcerma paccmaTpu- 
Banu BOMHy Kak GeacTBHe, a He Kak Mpry H He 
KaK CPeACTBO ANA AOCTHKCHHA Ofipene- 
ACHHbIX uene# H Tem Gonee — He Kak CaMo- 
uenb. Hain denw ACHBI, a CpemCcTBO Hx 
nocTuxenua — Tpyn. Bona sBnsaetca 
HallMM Bparom mM GenCTBHeM ANA BCeX 
Haponos. 

Tak MoMHHaeM BONpOcsI SouHBI H Mupa 
Mbi, COBCTCKHe AIOMH, a BMCCTe C HaMH H 
Apyrue Hapombi. STO # BO BCAKOM cCry4ae 
TBEpAO MOTY CKa3aTb 3a HapOMbi COUMa- 
AMCTHYCCKHX CTpaH H TakKxXe 3a BCEX Mpo- 
IPeccHBHbIX N10ReH, KOTOPbie XOTAT MHpa, 
C4acTba H Apyx6bi Mexy HapomaMH. 

A suxy, r-n [ipesnaent, wro Bai Toxe ne 
AMWweHbI YyBCTBa GecnoKOficTBa 3a CyabObi 
MHPa, NOHMMAHHS HM NPaBHJIbHOM OUCHKH Xa- 
pakTepa COBpeMcHHOR BORHLI H TOTO, 4TO 
Bofna Hecet c co6o#. Uto Bam Bofina pact? 
Bai yrpoxaete nam sono. Ho Bui xe 
3HacTe, 4TO CaMoe MeHbUee, YTO Bui no- 
aywuTe B OTBET, — 3TO TO, 4TO MOUMNeTE 
aM, HCNbITacTe Te Ke NocneracTBuA. Hi sTO 
4YCHHbIM BIACTbIO, AOBCPHEM H OTBCTCTBCH- 
HOCTBIO. Mbi He AOAKHbI NOMABATLCA yrapy 
M MCAKHM CTPaCTAM, HC3ABHCHMO OT TOTO, 
MpeaAcTORT AK B TOK MAH HHOM CTpaHe 
BLIGOPhi HIM He NpeACTORT. ITO Bce BCUIH 
Npexomaune, a CCAM YK ROMA PaspasHTcs, 
TO He B Haweh BnacTu GyneT ce 3anepxaTE, 
ocranosuTs, #60 TaxoBa AOrMKka BOMHBI. A 
yuacTsosai 8 ABYX BOMHAX H 3HalO, 4TO 
sofma KONYacTCA TOrMa, KOTMa Oa NpoO- 
KaTHTCA NO ropomaM HM CcNaM, Ces MOBCIONY 
CMCPTb HM pa3pyleHnne. 

A 3sapepso Bac ot umenn Copetcxoro 
MpaBKTeALCTBa, COBETCKOTO Hapoma, 4TO 
Baum AOBOMbI OTHOCHTECABHO HaCTyNaTesb- 
Horo OpyxHa Ha KyGe He umeioT non co6oh 
uuKako# nows,. M3 Toro, yo Bei mue 
NMCaAK BHAHO, YTO y Hac pasHoe NOHMMAHHe 
Ha 9TOT CYT, BepHec, MbI NO-pasHOMy 
OucHMBaeM Te HAK A~pyrHe BOCHHbIC 


all wars between states in general and have been 
defending the cause of peace since we came into 
the world. We have always regarded war as a ca- 
lamity, and not as a game nor as a means of the at- 
tainment of definite goals, nor, all the more, as a 
goal in itself. Our goals are clear, and the means to 
attain them is labor. War is our enemy and a ca- 
lamity for all the peoples. 


It is thus that we, Soviet people, and, together 
with us, other peoples as well, understand the 
questions of war and peace. I can, in any case, 
firmly say this for the peoples of the socialist coun- 
tries, as well as for all progressive people who 
peoples. 


I see, Mr. President, that you too are not devoid 
of a sense of anxiety for the fate of the world, of 
understanding, and of what war entails.' What 
would a war give you? You are threatening us with 
war. But you well know that the very least which 
you would receive in reply would be that you 
would experience the same consequences as those 
which you sent us. And that must be clear to us, 
people invested with authority, trust, and respon- 
sibility. We must not succumb to intoxication anc 
petty passions, regardless of whether elections are 
impending in this or that country, or not impend- 
ing. These are all transient things, but if indeed 
war should break out, then it would not be in our 
power to stop it, for such is the logic of war. I have 
participated in two wars and know that war ends 
when it has rolled through cities and villages, 


everywhere sowing death and destruction. 


In the name of the Soviet Government and the 
Soviet people, I assure you that your conclusions 
regarding offensive weapons on Cuba are ground- 
less. It is apparent from what you have written me 
that our conceptions are different on this score, or 
rather, we have different estimates of these or 


‘On Oct. 27, 1962, the DOS sent the White House the 
following corrected version of this sentence: “I see, Mr. 
President, that you too are not devoid of a sense of anxi- 
ety for the fate of the world, of understanding and a 
proper evaluation of the character of contemporary war 
and of what war entails.” 


nofimete mena. Bo3sbMem K mpHMepy mpo- 
cTyt0 nywky. Kakoe 3To cpencTso: HacTy- 
naTeabHoe HAM OGOpoHHTeAbHOe? IlyuiKka 
— CpeAcTBo OGOPOHHTeABHOE, CCH OHA NO- 
CTaBACHa ANA 3alllMTbI TpPaHHl HAH yKpe- 
nmaenHoro paiona. Ho ecan apruanepuio 
CKOHUCHTPHpOBaTb, a NpHAaTs CA HyKHOE 
KOAM4YCCTBO BOMCK, TO Te Ke NMyWKH CTAaHyT 
ye CPeACTBOM HaCTyNaTeAbHbIM, NOTOMY 
Y¥TO OHH NOATOTOBAAIOT MH PaC4HUsalOT NYT 
mexoTre ma Hacrynaenma. Tak xe nony- 
YaeTCA H C PaKeTHO-ANCPHbIM OpyxKHeM, C 
M06bIMH BALAaMK 3TOTO OpyXHA. 

Bei ouwmGaerech, ecnm cuMTaeTe, 4TO 
Kakve-TO HallM CpeacTBa Ha KyG6e aBasiorca 
HaCTyNaTeAbHbIMH. OgHako faBaiite ceiiuac 
ne Gynem cnopuTs. Buaumo, « He CMOry 
yGeants Bac 8 stom. Ho 2 Bam rosopw: Bui, 
r-o [Ipesmnent, — soenHbii yenopeK H 
AOJXKHbI NOHHMATh — Pa3Be MOXHO HacTy- 
naTb, HMeA Ha CBOCh TePpHTOpPHH NycTL 
axe HM OFTPOMHOe KONHYCCTBO pakeT pa3- 
HOrO pagMyca fAchiCcTBHA HM pa3HOH MOlL- 
HOCTH, HO HCNONL3YA TONBKO 3TH Cpe;cTBa. 
STH pakeTbi — cpencTrBo ucTpeGneHua H 
paspywenna. Ho HwacrynaTb 3THMH pake- 
TaMH, 2axKe ACPHbIMH pakeTaMH MOILI- 
HocThIO B 100 MeraTOHH, HeAb3A, NOTOMY 
4YTO HACTYNaTb MOTYT TONBKO A100H, BORCKA. 
Bes moneh m06nie cpencrsa, Kakoi 6bi 
MOUIHOCTH OHH HH ObUIM, He MOTryT OBITS 
HaCTyNaTebHbIMH. 

Kak K€ MOXHO NOSTOMY AaBaTL Takoe 
COBEPUICHHO HeNpaBHNbHOe TOAKOBAHHe, 
KoTopoe Bi ceftuac facre, 4TO, MON, Ka- 
KHe-TO cpencrsa Ha KyGe sapnsiorca Ha- 


OGOPOHHTCAbHbIA XapakTep, HaXOAATCA Ha 
KyG6e uckm104NTeNbHO 118 Wee OGOpOHbt, 
HM MbI Hanpapnau ux Ha Ky6y no npocn6e 
xyGuuckoro mpasuTenscTsa. Bai xe ro- 
BOPHTe, 4TO TO HACTYNATeCAbHbIC CpencTaa. 

Ho, r-x [Ipesunent, neyxenn Bui cepe- 
€3HO mymaeTe, ¥TO Ky6Ga MOxeT HacTynaTL 
na Coenunennpie Iltatsi 4 faxe Mbi BMecTe 
c Ky6oh moxem HacTynaTs Ha Bac C TeppH- 
Topun Ky6s1? Heyxenn Bui neficrsutenbuo 
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those military means. Indeed, in reality, the same 
forms of weapons can have different interpreta- 
tions. 

You are a military man and, I hope, will under- 
stand me. Let us take for example a simple can- 
non. What sort of means is this: offensive or de- 
fensive? A cannon is a defensive means if it is set 
up to defend boundaries or a fortified area. But if 
one concentrates artillery, and adds to it the nec- 
essary numb: + of troops, then the same cannons 
do become an offensive means, because they pre- 
pare and clear the way for infantry to attack. The 
same happens with missile-nuclear weapons as 
well, with any type of this weapon. 


You are mistaken if you think that any of our 
means on Cuba are offensive. However, let us not 
quarrel now. It is apparent that I will not be able to 
convince you of this. But I say to you: you, Mr. 
President, are a military man and should under- 
stand: can one attack, if one has on one's territory 
even an enormous quantity of missiles of various 
effective radiuses and various power, but using 
only these means'?] These missiles are a means of 
extermination and destruction. But one cannot at- 
tack with these missiles, even nuclear missiles of a 
power of 100 megatons because only people, 
troops can attack. Without people, any means 
however powerful cannot be offensive. 


How can one, consequently, give such a com- 
pletely incorrect interpretation as you are now 
giving, to the effect that some sort of means on 
Cuba are offensive. All the means located there, 
and I assure you of this, have a defensive charac- 
ter, are on Cuba solely for the purposes of de- 
fense, and we have sent them to Cuba at the re- 
quest of the Cuban Government. You, however, 
say that these are offensive means. 


But, Mr. President, do you really seriously 
think that Cuba can attack the United States and 


that even we together with Cuba can attack you 
from the territory of Cuba? Can you really think 
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Tak gaymaete? Kax xe Tak? Mbi He noxn- 
Maem 3Toro. Passe B BOeCHHOM CTpaTeruy 
NOABMAOCL 4TO-TO Takoe HOBOe, YTOObI 
ayMats, GynTO MOXHO Tak HacTynaTb. A 
HMCHHO TOBOPIO -— HaCTyNaTb, a He pa3py- 
WaTb, BEAL PaspyulaloT BapBapbi, ANWOAH, 
NOTEPABLLINE PaccyAOK. 

A cuntraw, yo y Bac wet ocuoss HH Tak 
ayMaTb. Bai MOxeTe OTHOCHTLCA K HaM C 
HeROBeEpHeM, HO BO BCHKOM cay4ae Bai mo- 
xete GbITh CHOKOMHbI B TOM OTHOUCHHH, 
4¥TO MbI HAXORMMCA B 3NPaBoM yMe HW OTAH4- 
HO NOHMMACM, 4TO CCAIH Mbi Hanae Ha Bac, 
BLi HaM OTBeTHTe Tem xe. Ho H PbI No- 
nywuTe © «Ke CaMOe, YTO GpocuTe NpOTHB 
nac. H a gymaw, “To Bai Toe nonMMaecTe 
370. Tak TOBOpHTS facT MHe NpaBo Halla 
Gecena c Bamu B Bene. 

FTO FOBOPHT O TOM, YTO Mbi — HOpMaJb- 
HbI¢ AIOMM, YTO MbI NpaBHALHO NOHH- 
MacM H MpaBHbHO OLICHHBaCM NONOXKCHHC. 
CnenosaTenbHo, Kak K€ MbI MOXKEM JO0- 


PellaTLCA He BOCHHbIM MyTeM, HX Halo pe- 
aT Ha OCHOBE MAPHOTO COPeBHOBAaHHA, TO 
eCTb, KAK 3TO NOHMMACTCA B KanHTanMcTH- 
yeckom OGumlecTBe, — Ha OCHOBe KOHKy- 
penumn. Mbi HCXOAMAM M MCXOAMM 43 TOTO, 
"TO HeOGXOMHMO MHPHOeE COCyILIeCTBOBA- 
HMC ABYX Pa3IM4HBIX COUMANbHO-NOAMTH- 
YOCKHX CHCTEM, PCANbHO CYIICCTBYIOUINX B 
mMupe, HeOOKOAHMO OGecne4MBaTS NPOYNDIA 
mup. Bort KaKuX NPHHUMNMANbHbIX BIT NAL0S 
Mbi NIpHACPXKHBACMCR. 

Bai o6baBnaM Cefiuac nupaTcKHe Mepbi, 
KOTOPbI€ APHMCHANMCh B CpemHHe BeKAa, 
Koraa Hanagann Ha NPOXoAAUIMe B MCKAYHA- 
pomHbix Bomax kopaGan, 1 Bei Ha3pann 39TO 
«KapaHTHHOM» Bokpyr Ky6ni. Haum cyaa, 
BHAMMO, CKOPO NIPHAYT B 3OHY, Me NaTpyAH- 


that way’? How is it possible? We do not under- 
stand this. Has something so new appeared in mil- 
itary strategy that one can think that it is possible 
ic attack thus. I say precisely attack, and not de- 
stroy, since bart .. ~ as, people who have lost their 
sense, destroy. 


I believe that you have no basis to think this 
way. You can regard us with distrust, but, in any 
ease, you can be calm in this regard, that we are of 
sound mind and understand perfectly well that if 
we attack you, you will respond the same way. But 
us. And I think that you also understand this. My 
conversation with you in Vienna gives me the right 
to talk to you this way. 


This indicates that we are normal people, that 
we correctly understand and correctly evaluate 
the situation. Consequently, how can we permit 
the incorrect actions which you ascribe to us? 
Only lunatics or suicides, who themselves want to 
perish and to destroy the whole world before they 
die, could do this. We, however, want to live and 
do not at all want to destroy your country. We 
want something quite different: to compete with 
your country on a praceful basis. We quarrel with 
you, we have differences on ideological questions. 
But our view of the world consists in this, that 
ideological questions, as well as economic prob- 
lems, should be solved not by military means, they 
must be solved on the basis of peaceful competi- 
tion, i.¢., as this is understood in capitalist society, 
on the basis of competition. We have proceeded 
and are proceeding from the fact that the peaceful 
coexistence of the two different social-political 
systems, now existing in the world, is necessary, 
that it is necessary to assure a stable peace. That is 
the sort of principle we hold. 


You have now proclaimed piratical measures, 
which were employed in the Middle Ages, when 
ships proceeding in international waters were at- 
tacked, and you have called this “a quarantine” 
around Cuba. Our vessels, apparently, will soon 
enter the zone which your Navy is patrolling. I as- 
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pyeT Bali BOCHHLIN not. SaBepaio Bac, 
4YTO 3TH CyMa, MayulMe cefuac Ha Ky6y, 


Be3yT CaMbi€ H€BHHHbI€ MMPHbie rpy3bl. 
Eieyxenu Boi fyMaeTe, YTO MbI TOKO TeM 


H 3€HHMaeMCA, ITO BO3MM TaK Ha3bIBaeMoe 
HaCTyNaTebHOe OpyXHe, aTOMHbIe H BOO- 
pogubie Gom6ni? XoTa, MOxeT GbITb, BaLlH 
BOCHHbIe H BOOOpaxal0T, OyTO 3TO KakOH- 
TO oco6bii BH OpyxHA, HO # Bac 3aBep- 
a10, YTO 3TO CaMax OObIKHOBCHHaA MHPHas 
MpOAyKUHA. 

Ilostomy, r-H [Ipesuaeut, faBaiite mpo- 
aBuM G6naropa3ymue. A Bac 3aBepsaio, 4TO Ha 
Tex kopa6nax, KOTOpbie HAyT Ha Ky6y, HeT 
Bsoo6uje HHKakOro OpyxHA. TO OpyxHe, KO- 
Topoe HyKHO GbiIo ana OGopoHbi Ky6i, 
yxe H8XOJHTCA TaM. A He XO4Y CKa3aTb, YTO 
nepeso30k OpyxHsa BOOGIE He GEO. Her, 
Takue nepesozkH 6buin. Ho ceituac Ky6a 
yxe nonyunna HeEOOXOMMMbie CpescTBa 11s 
OGOpoHsi. 

He 3Halo, MOxeTe 1H Bobi NOHATD MCHA, 
nopepuTb Me. Ho a xoTen 6b, 4TOG6bI Bui 
nopepusin Camu ceOe HM COrlacHsMCh C TEM, 
4¥TO CTPaCTAM HCJIb3A aBaTb BONO, Hao 
MMH BllaleTb. A B KaKOM HalipaBieHHu 
pasBuBalotca co6biTua cefyuac? Ecnu Bbi 
GymeTe OCTaHaBIMBaTb Cyfa, TO, Kak Bb 
CaMM 3HaeTe, 9TO GyneT nupaTcTBO. Ecan 
Obl MbI CTaNM JeNaTb 3TO B OTHOLICHHH 
Baliux kopa6neh, TO Boi 6bi BO3MyUIaKCh 
Tak Ke, KaK BO3MYLJa@eMCA CeH4ac MbI K BECh 
mup. JIpyroro TONKOBaHHA TaKHM flehCTBH- 
AM H€Nb3A MaTb, NOTOMY 4TO HeJIb3A y3a- 
KOHMBaTb Ge33akoHHe. Ecru 3TO AONYCTHTb, 
Toraa MHpa He GyfeT, He OyfeT H MHPHOTO 
cocyulecTBOBaHHsA. Tora MbI GyeM BbIHyx- 
RCHbI OCYUICCTBIATb HeOOXOMHMbIe Me- 
ponpuaTua OGOpOHHTeNbHOTO XapakTepa, 
orpaxgiaioujve Hallih MHTepecbl B COOT- 
BETCTBHH C M@XYHaPOMHbIM MpaBoM. 3a- 
¥eM 3TO AenaTb? K 4emy BCe 3TO NpHBeeT? 

Jlapaitre HOpManH3yem OTHOWeHHA. Mb 
nonyunnn OG6pausenne Hu. 0. [exepanbuoro 
cexpetapa OOH Y Tana c ero npeanoxe- 
HuaMM. A ye fan emy oTBeT. Ero npen- 
NOKCHHA CBOMATCA K TOMY, 4TOObI Halla 
cTopoHa He NepeBo3HNa HHKaKOTO BOOpy- 
wxenua Ha Ky6y B TeyeHHe KakOro-TO OT- 
pe3Ka BpemeHH, NoKa OyfyT BeCTHCh Nepero- 
BOpPbil, — H MbI TOTOBbI BC; YMHTb B TakHe 


neperosopbi, — a Apyras cTopoua He mpen- 
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sure you that these vessels, now bound for Cuba, 
are carrying the most innocent peaceful cargoes. 
Do you really think that we only occupy ourselves 
with the carriage of so-called offensive weapons, 
atomic and hydrogen bombs? Although perhaps 
your military people imagine that these [cargoes]' 
are some sort of special type of weapon, I assure you 
that they are the most ordinary peaceful products. 


Consequently, Mr. President, let us show good 
sense. I assure you that on those ships, which are 
bound for Cuba, there are no weapons at all. The 
weapons which were necessary for the defense of 
Cuba are already there. I do not want to say that 
there were not any shipments of weapons at all. 
No, there were such shipments. But now Cuba has 
already received the necessary means of defense. 


I don’t know whether you can understand me 
and believe me. But I should like to have you be- 
lieve in yourself and to agree that one cannot give 
way to passions; it is necessary to control them. 
And in what direction are events now developing? 
If you stop the vessels, then, as you yourself know, 
that would be piracy. If we started to do that with 
regard to your ships, then you would also be as in- 
dignant as we and the whole world now are. One 
cannot give another interpretation to such ac- 
tions, because one cannot legalize lawlessness. If 
this were permitted, then there would be no 
peace, there would also be no peaceful coexis- 
tence. We should then be forced to put into effect 
the necessary measures of a defensive character to 
protect our interests in accordance with interna- 
tional law. Why should this be done? To what 
would all this lead? 


Let us normalize relations. We have received an 
appeal from the Acting Secretary General of the 
UN, U Thant, with his proposals. I have already 
answered him. His proposals come to this, that 
our side should not transport armaments of any 
kind to Cuba during a certain period of time, while 
negotiations are being conducted—and we are 


'The word “cargoes” was furnished in the translation 
for the implied subject in the original Russian text. 
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MipHHMMasia HHKaKHX MMpaTCKHX JeHCTBHA 
NPOTHB CyOB, COBEpwaIOUIHX MiaBaHHe B 
OTKPbITOM MOpe. A C4HTalO 3TH Npemo- 
X%KCHHA Pa3yMHbIMH. ITO Gb Gbi BbIXO H3 
CO3faBUerocaA MONOXKeCHHA, KOTOPbIA at 
Obl HapofaM BO3MOXHOCTb B30XHYTb 
CNOKOHHO. 

Bei cnpalMBaniv, 4YTO CHYYHNOCk, 4TO 
BbI3BaNO MOCTaBKH OpyxHA Ha Ky6y? Bi 
rOBOpHIH 06 3TOM HallieMy MHHHCTpy HHO- 
CTpaHHbix fen. OTKpoBeHHoO CKaxy Bam, r-H 
IipesmmexT, 4emM 39TO ObLIO BbI3BaHO. 

Mbi 6buiH O4eHb ONeYaNeHbI Tem dak- 
TOM, — & ropopHn 06 3Tom B Bere, — 4To 
Ob BbICAXKeH JeCaHT, ObLIO COBEPLICHO Ha- 
nageHue Ha Ky6y, B pe3ynbTaTe KOTOporo 
norm670 Hemano KyGuxHueB. Bbi camMu CKa- 
3aM MHe TOra, 4TO 3TO Gbined OWNHOKa. Ac 
yYBaxXKCHHeM OTHECCA K TOMY OOBACHCHHWO. 
Bbi MHe€ H€CKOABKO pa3 NOBTOPHAK 3TO, Ha- 
mMeKaa, 4TO He BCE JIOMH, saHHMaloujne 
BbICOKOe MOOXKCHHe, MPH3HAalOT CBOHK 
owHOKH, Kak 3TO caenanu Boi. A weno Ta- 
KylO OTKpoBeHHOcTb. Co cBOeH CTOPOHbI A 
Bam cka3an, 4TO MbI TOxKe OGNamaem He 
MCHbIIMM MYXX€CTBOM; Mbi TakKe NpH3HaJiH 
Te OWHOKH, KOTOPbie ObLIH COBEPLICHbI B 
MCTOPHH Halllero rocyfapcTBa, H He TOABKO 
NpH3HasiM, HO Pe3KO OCyAMJIH. 

Ecnn Boi neticrsutenbHo 3a60THTeCb O 
mupe H O 6nare cBoero Kapona, a 3TO Bawa 
o6a3aHHOCTh, Kak [Ipe3ufeHTa, TO 9, KaK 
IIpeacenatent Copeta Muuuctrpos, npo- 
aBiAO 3a60Ty O CBOeM Hapome. Kpome Toro, 
Halle COBMeCTHOH 3a60TOM 2OXKHO ObITb 
COxpaHeHHe Bceo6ulero Mpa, TaK KaK eCJIK 
B COBPeMCHHbIX YyCIOBHAX pa3pa3HTCA 
BodHa, TO 3T0 GyneT GoHa He TONbKO 
mexay Copetckum Cow3o0m # CIA, mexay 
KOTOPbIMH, COOCTBCHHO TOBOpPA, HeT HH- 
KaKHX B3@KMHbIX MIPHTA3AHHH, HO BOHHA 
BCEMMpHaA, KECTOKaA, HCTPeOUNTeNbHaA. 

Tlovemy Mbi NOUWWH Ha OKa3aHHe TaKOn 
BOCHHOH H 9KOHOMHYECKON NOMOUIK Ky6e? 
OrseT TakOi: MbI NOUWIK Ha 3TO TONbKO H3 
coo6paxeHHi rymaHHocTH. B cBoe Bpema 
Halll HapOf CaM COBeEPLIKA peBOTIOUHKW, 


ready to enter such negotiations—and the other 
side should not undertake any sort of piratical ac- 
tions against vessels engaged in navigation on the 
high seas. I consider these proposals reasonable. 
This would be a way out of the situation which has 
been created, which would give the peoples the 
possibility of breathing calmly.' You have asked 
what happened, what evoked the delivery of 
weapons to Cuba? You have spoken about this to 
our Minister of Foreign Affairs. I will tell you 
frauxly, Mr. President, what evoked it. 


We were very grieved by the fact—I spoke 
about it in Vienna—that a landing took place, that 
an attack on Cuba was committed, as a result of 
which many Cubans perished. You yourself told 
me then that this had been a mistake. I respected 
that explanation. You repeated it to me several 
times, pointing out that not everybody occupying 
a high position would acknowledge his mistakes as 
you had done. I value such frankness. For my 
part, I told you that we too possess no less cour- 
age; we also acknowledged those mistakes which 
had been committed during the history of our 
state, and not only acknowledged, but sharply 
condemned them. 


If you are really concerned about the peace and 
welfare of your people, and this is your responsi- 
bility as President, then I, as the Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, am concerned for my peo- 
ple. Moreover, the preservation of world peace 
should be our joint concern, since if, under con- 
temporary conditions, war should break out, it 
would be a war not only between the reciprocal 
claims, but a world-wide cruel and destructive 
war. 

Why have we proceeded to assist Cuba with mil- 
itary and economic aid? The answer is: we have 
proceeded to do so only for reasons of humanitar- 
ianism. At one time, our people itself had a revo- 


"In corrections the DOS sent to the White House on 
Oct. 27, 1962, it was indicated that a new paragraph 
should start at this point. 

On Oct. 27, 1962, the DOS sent the White House the 
following corrected version of this sentence: ‘Moreover 
the preservation of world peace should be our joint con- 
cern, since if, under contemporary conditions, war 
should break out, it would be a war not only between the 
Soviet Union and the USA, between whom, strictly 
speaking, are no reciprocal claims, but a worldwide 
cruel and destructive war.” 
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Korga Poccua 6biia eile OTCTaNOH CTpaHoH. 
Torma Ha Hac Hanan. Mbi 6buin O6beKTOM 
HafllaeHHA MHOTHX CTpaH. B sToH aBaHTIOpe 
yuacrsosanu CIA. Sro 3aduKcupoBaHo 
yuacTHHKaMH arpeccHH MpoTHB Halen 
cTpaHbi. O6 3ToM HanMCaHa Weaa KH¥: a re- 
Hepasiom [pefipcom, KOTOpbiId KOMaHJOBall 
B TO BP€MA aMeCPHKaHCKHM 3KCHe{HUMOH- 
HbIM Kopmycom. [peiipc Ha3Ban ee «AmMepH- 
KaHCKas aBaHTiopa B CuOupH». 


Mbi 3HaeM, KaK TPyQHO COBepliaTb pe- 
BOMIOUHIO HK KaK TPyAHO MepecTpaKBaTb 
CTpaHy Ha HOBbIX Ha4asiax. Mbi HCKpeHHe Co- 
uyscrsyem Ky6e, kyGuHckomy Hapoy. Ho B 
BOMPOCbI BHYTPeHHerO yCTPOHCTBa MbI He 
BMCLUMBaeMCA, B HX fieJia H€ BMCLUMB2eMCa. 
Cosetcxnit Coio3 xoueT NOMOYb KYOMHUAM 
CTPOHTb CBOKO XH3Hb TaK, KaK OHH CaMH 
XOTAT, YTOObI APyrHe HM He MeCLUAJIN. 

Bei korfa-To ropopuau, 4To Coegn- 
HeHHbIe [TaTbI He roTOBAT BTOpxKeHHe. Ho 
Boi 3aaBANK HO TOM, YTO CO“YBCTByeTe 
KYGHHCKHM KOHTPPCBOJIIOUMOHHbIM 3MH- 
rpaHTaM, noqiepxuBaeTe HX WH GyfeTe No- 
MOraTb HM B OCYILICCTBICHHH HX M1aHOB 
NpOTHB HbIHewIHerO MpaBuTenbCcTBa Ky6bi. 
Hu aaa Koro He CeKpeT Takxe, 4TO Hall 
Ky60# nocTosHHO BHCela HW Npo_omKaeT 
BHCeTb yrpo3a BOOPyXeHHOTO HanaseHHsA, 
arpeccuu. Tonbko 3T0 uw no6y—HnO Hac 
OTKJIMKHYTBCA Ha Npocb6y KyOHHCKOrO npa- 
BUTCALCTBA MpehOCTA2BUTb CMY MOMOLIb 1A 
ykpensenua o60poHocnoco6HocTH 3TOH 
CTpaHbl. 

Ecnuw 6bi Obuin abl 3aBepeHHA Npe3H- 
weHTa HW npaBuTenbcTrBa CoeqnHeHHbix Illta- 
Tos, 4¥To CIA He 6ynyT CaM y4acTBOBaTb B 
HanafeHHH Ha Ky6y u GyayT yaepxXMBaTb OT 
nonoGubix AeHcTBHA Apyrux, eciH Bai oT30- 
GeTe cBoh not, — 3TO Cpa3y BCe H3MeHHT. A 
He ropopto 3a ®ugena Kacrpo, Ho AyMalo, 4TO 
OH H MpaspuTenscTBo Ky6bi, BH_HMO, O6b- 
aBHIK Obi O REMOOHIH3ALIMH WH MpH3Basin Obl 
Hapofl MpHCTYNMTb K MHpHOMY Tpyly. Tora 
oTnan 6b1 4 BONpoc 06 OpyxKHH, TaK Kak — 
eCsIM HET YIPO3bl, TO OpyxuHe ABIAeTCA Gpe- 
mMeHeM JIA BCAKOTO Hapoga. Torna 6yneT 
CTOATb HHaYe HW BOIpOC O6 YHHYTOXeHHH He 
TOMbKO OpyxHA, KOTOpOe Bbi Ha3biBaeTe 
HacTyNaTeIbHbIM, HO MH BCAKOTO spyroro 


OpyKHa. 


lution, when Russia was still a backward country. 
We were attacked then. We were the target of at- 
tack by many countries. The USA participated in 
that adventure. This has been recorded by partici- 
pants in the aggression against our country. A 
whole book has been written about this by Gener- 
al [William Sidney} Graves, who, at that time, 
commanded the US expeditionary corps. Graves 
called it “The American Adventure in Siberia.” 


We know how difficult it is to accomplish a rev- 
olution and how difficult it is to reconstruct a 
country on ncw foundations. We sincerely sympa- 
thize with Cuba and the Cuban people, but we are 
not interfering in questions of domestic structure, 
we are not interfering in their affairs. The Soviet 
Union desires to help the Cubans build their life as 
they themselves wish and that others should not 
hinder them. 


You once said that the United States was not 
preparing an invasion. But you also declared that 
you sympathized with the Cuban counterrevolu- 
tionary emigrants, that you support them and 
would help them to realize their plans against the 
present government of Cuba. It is also not a secret 
to anyone that the threat of armed attack, aggres- 
sion, has constantly hung, and continues to hang 
over Cuba. It was only this which impelled us to 
respond to the request of the Cuban government 
to furnish it aid for the strengthening of the defen- 
sive capacity of this country. 


If assurance were given by the President and the 
government of the United States that the USA it- 
self would not participate in an attack on Cuba 
and would restrain other from actions of this sort, 
if you would recall your fleet, this would immedi- 
ately change everything. I am not speaking for Fi- 
del Castro, but I think that he and the government 
of Cuba, evidently, would declare demobilization 
and would appeal to the people to get down to 
peaceful labor. Then, too, the question of arma- 
ments would disappear, since, if there is no threat, 
then armaments are a burden for every people. 
Then, too, the question of the destruction, not 
only of the armaments which you call offensive, 
but of all other armaments as well, would look dif- 
ferent. 
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A Bbicrynan OT uMeHH CoBeTCKOro mpaBH- 
TembcTBa B OpraHH3auHn O6beaqMHeHHbIX 
Haunt w BHeEC mpeanoxeHHe O pocnycKe 
BceX apMHH H O6 YHHYTOXCHHH BCerO 
opyxua. Tak KaK Ke & MOTy JlenaTb celuac 
CTaBKy Ha 3TO OpyxHe? 

Opyxue MpHHOCcHT TOAbKO Ge”CcTBHA. 
Korga ero HaKaMAMBaloT, 3TO HaHOCHT 


yuep6 S9KOHOMHKEe, a CCAM Cfo MYCTHTL B 
elo, TO OHO YHHYTOXKHT Aone Cc OG6enx 


cropou. Ilostomy TombKO 6e3yMell MOXeT 
CYHTaTb, YTO OpyxXHe — 3TO riaBHoe Cper- 
CTBO B KH3HH OGulecTBa. HeT, 3TO — BbI- 
HYKJICHHaA PacTpaTa YeENOBEYECKON 3HEp- 
rH, la K TOMY Ke — AA YHHYTOXEHHA Ca- 
moro YenoBeka. Ecauw a1oauM He NposBAT 
MYJIPOCTH, TO B KOHIJC KOHUOB OHH JOMYT 10 
TOrO, YTO CTOAKHYTCA, Kak CJlelbie KPOThI, 
H TOra Ha4HeTCA B3aMMHOe HCTpeOseHHe. 
Jlapaiite xe NpOABMM rocymapcTBeHHy!O 
myapocTs. A mpesarato: MbI, CO CBOeH CTO- 
POHbI, 3a8BMM, 4TO Halli KOpabM, HAyuIMe 
Ha Ky6y, He Be3yT HHKakoro opyxnHa. Bui 
Ke 3aMBUTe O TOM, ¥TO CoemnHeHutie Ill Ta- 
Tb He BTOPrHyTCA CBOMMH BOMCKaMH Ha 
Ky6y u we GyayT noqsepxuBaTh HHKaKHe 


ApyrMe CHJIbI, KOTOpPbie HamMepeBannch Obi 


COBepLUIHTL BTOpxeHHe Ha Ky6y. Tora or- 
naeT 4 HEOOXOAMMOCT»S B NpeObiBaHHn Ha 


Ky6e HalliMX BOCHHbIX CelMaHCTOB. 

r-n [Ipesmaent, 2 o6pausatocs k Bam, 
4¥T06bI Boi xOpoulo B3BeECHAM, K 4“eMy MO- 
ryT MpHBecTH arpeccHBHMe, mupaTcKHe 
neaicTBua, KOTOpbie, Kak Bb o6bsaBnan, 
CILIA HamMepeHbi OCyLICCTBIATL B M@XK1yHa- 
pomHbix sBomax. Bbi camu 3HaeTe, 4TO 
HHKaKOH 31PpaBOMbICALIMA YENOBEK MpocTo 
He MOXE€T COPMaCHTbCA C 9THM, HE MOXKECT 
npu3HKaTb Baie mpaBo Ha Take feCTBHA. 

Ecau Bui 370 chenanu B KayectBe nepsoro 
wara K pa3BA3bIBaHHO BOMHbI, — HY 4TO X, 
— BMIMMO, HHYETO ~Apyroro y Hac He OC- 
TaeTCA, Kak NPHHATL ITOT Baw Bbi30B. Ecan 
xe Boi we noTepann camoo6nafaHna HK 
3ipaBo mpesctaBasete Cce6e K 4YeMy 3TO MO- 
eT pHBecTH, Torna, r-H [IpesnfenT, Ham C 
Bamu He CnemyeT Ceuac TAHYTb 3a KOHIIbI 
BepeBKH, Ha KOTOpOH Bobi 3aBa3anH y3en 
BOMbI, NOTOMY 4TO 4YeM CHbHee MbI C Bamu 
6ylemM TAHYTb, TEM CHbHee GyfeM 3aTATH- 
BaTb TOT y3en. Mi MOxeT HaCTYNMTL Takoi 
MOMCHT, KOTla 3TOT y3en OyfeT 3aTAHYT 20 
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I spoke in the name of the Soviet government in 
the United Nations and introduced a proposal for 
the disbandment of all armies and for the destruc- 
tion of all armaments. How then can I now count 
on those armaments? 


Armaments bring only disasters. When one ac- 
cumulates them, this damages the economy, and if 
one puts them to use, then they destroy people on 
both sides. Consequently, only a madman can be- 
lieve that armaments are the principal means in 
the life of society. No, they are an enforced loss of 
human energy, and what is more are for the de- 
struction of man himself. If people do not show 
wisdom, then in the final analysis they will come to 
a clash, like blind moles, and then reciprocal ex- 
termination will begin. 


Let us therefore show statesmanlike wisdom. I 
proposed: we, for our part, will declare that our 
ships, bound for Cuba, will not carry any kind of 
armaments. You would declare that the United 
States will not invade Cuba with its forces and will 
not support any sort of forces which might intend 
to carry out an invasion of Cuba. Then the necessi- 
ty for the presence of our military specialists in 
Cuba would disappear. 


Mr. President, I appeal to you to weigh well 
what the aggressive, piratical actions, which you 
have declared the USA intends to carry out in 
international waters, would lead to. You yourself 
know that any sensible man simply cannot agree 
with this, cannot recognize your right to such 
actions. 


If you did this as the first step towards the un- 
leashing of war, well then, it is evident that noth- 
ing else is left to us but to accept this challenge of 
yours. If, however, you have not lost your self- 
control and sensibly conceive what this might lead 
to, then, Mr. President, we and you ought not now 
to pull on the ends of the rope in which you have 
tied the knot of war, because the more the two of 
us pull, the tighter that knot will be tied. And a 
moment may come when that knot will be tied so 
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TaKOM CTeNeHH, YTO ye TOT, KTO €fO 3aBA- 
3a, He B CHNax OyfeT pa3BasaTL ero, KH TOrMa 
mpugetca pyOuTb 3ToT y3en. A 4TO 3TO 
3Ha4HT, — He MHe Bam pa3baACHaATb, NOTOMY 
¥To Bai CaMH OTAHYHO NOHMMaeTe, KaKHMH 
rpO3HbIMH CH1aMH OONasalcT Halliv CTpaHbl. 

Ilostomy eCiH HeT HaMepeHHA 3aTATH- 
BaTb STOT y3eA H TEM CaMbIM OOpeKaTb MHP 
Ha KaTacTpody TepMosgepHOH BOHHbI, TO 
faBahTe He TONBKO OCNHaOAATh CHIbI, HaTA- 
rMBaloulHe KOHIibI BEpeBKH, JaBaliTe NpHHH- 
MaTb MCPbi 1A Pa3BA3bIBAHHA ITOTO y3J1a. 
Mii Ha 3TO COrnacHbl. 

Mbi mpuBeTcTByeM BCe CHJIbI, KOTOPbIC 
CTOAT Ha no3MunMax Mupa. [losTomMy 4 
BLIpa3Ma GnarofapHocTs Hu r-Hy beptpany 
Pacceny, KOTOpPbiii MpOABAAReT TpeBOry H 
3a6oTy oO cyab6ax MMpa, H OXOTHO OTKJHK- 
HYJICA Ha MpH3bIB HK. O. TeHepanbHoro ceKpe- 
tapas OOH Y Tana. 

Bor, r-H [ipesugent, Mon Coo6paxenna, 
KoToppbie, ecu 6bi Boi Cc HMMM COrmacHsaHch, 
MOraH Obl MONOXKHTL KOHCL TOMY Halips- 


Khrushchev Message of 
October 27, 1962 
Ysaxaembii r-4 [pesngenrt, 


A c GONbUIMM YAOBNeETBOPeHHeM 03Ha- 
KOMMJICa C Bauinm OTBeTOM r-Hy TaHy 0 TOM, 
4¥YTOGbI NPHHATL Mepbi C TEM, 4TOObI HC- 
KJIOYHTL COMPHKOCHOBCHHe HalliMX Cy10B 
H TCM CaMbIM H36¢XKaTb HCMOMpPaBMMbIX po- 
KOBbIX NOCAeACTBHA. ITOT pasyMHbIA War» C 
Baie CTOpOHbI yKpemiseT MCHA B TOM, 4TO 
Boi mpossasete 3a60Ty 0 COXpaHeHHH Mpa, 
4YTO A OTME4AWO C YAOBICTBOPeHHeM. 


'Russian text delivered to Amembassy Moscow at 
5 p.m. Moscow time on Oct. 27, 1962, at same time 
as it was being broadcast over Moscow radio (a copy 
was also delivered to UN Acting Secretary General 


tight that even he who tied it will not have the 
strength to untie it, and then it will be necessary to 
cut that knot. And what that would mean is not for 
me to explain to you, because you yourself under- 
stand perfectly of what terrible forces our coun- 

Consequently, if there is no intention to tighten 
that knot and thereby to doom the world to the ca- 
tastrophe of thermonuclear war, then let us not 
only relax the forces pulling on the ends of the 
rope, let us take measures to untie that knot. We 
are ready for this. 


We welcome all forces which stand on positions 
of peace. Consequently, I expressed gratitude to 
Mr. Bertrand Russell, too, who manifests alarm 
and concern for the fate of the world, and I readily 
responded to the appeal of the Acting Secretary 
General of the UN, U Thant. 


There, Mr. President, are my thoughts, which, 
if you agreed with them, could put an end to that 
tense situation which is disturbing all peoples. 


These thoughts are dictated by a sincere desire 
to relieve the situation, to remove the threat of 
war. 


Respectfully yours, 
N. Khrushchev 


Dear Mr. President: 


It is with great satisfaction that I studied your 
reply to Mr. U Thant on the adoption of measures 
in order to avoid contact by our ships and thus 
avoid irreparable fatal consequences. This rea- 
sonable step on your part persuades me that you 
are showing solicitude for the preservation of 
peace, and I note this with satisfaction. 


U Thant}—the present version is that printed in Pravda 
(Moscow), Oct. 28, 1962; English text reprinted with 
corrected paragraphing in Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, pp. 
646-47 , from ibid., Nov. 12, 1962, pp. 741-43. The DOS 
memorandum of Nov. 8, 1962, forwarding the original 
text of the message and its official translation to the 
White House noted that “the official translation has 
been compared with the broadcast version and no differ- 
ences in substance were noted.” 
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A yxe TOBOPHA, 4TO Halll Hapon, Hale 
MipaBHTeCALCTBO H A AW4HO, Kak [TIpencena- 
Temp Coseta MuHHCTpoB, TOMLKO HM 3a- 
GOTHMCA O TOM, 4TOObI pa3BHBaNach Halla 
CTpaHa H 3aHHMalla Obi JOCTOMHOe MeCTO 
CpeaH BCX HAPOJOB MHPa B 3KOHOMHYCCKOM 
COPeBHOBaHHH, B pa3BHTHH KYALTYPbi, 
HCKYCCTBa, NOBbIWeHHH OrarococTroaAHHA 
Hapoga. ITo camoe GnaropomHoe u HeO6- 
XOMMMOE NONPHLUe 118 COPCBHOBAHHA, MH KAK 
noGeauTenb, Tak HW NOGeXICHHbIN B TOM 
nowy4aT TOAbKO AMUIb Graro, NOTOMy 4TO 
3TO — MHP HM YBCHYCHHE CpencTB, KO- 
TOPbIMH XKHBCT H HaCNaKMacTCR YCNOBEK. 

Bbi B CBOCM 3aABICHHH BbICKa3aNHCh 3a 
TO, 4TO riaBHad WeEAb He TOALKO B TOM, 
4¥YTOObI AOTOBOPHTLCA MH MPHHATb MePbi 118 
TIPCAOTBPallCHHA COMPHKOCHOBCHHA HallHX 
cymos 4H, cnefopaTenbHo, yray6necHna 
KPH3HCa, KOTOPbIA MOXET OT TakOrO COnpH- 
KOCHOBCHHA BbICeEYb OFOHb BOCHHOTO KOH- 
dauxta, nocne vero yxe BcaKkHe nepe- 
ropopsi GylyT H3AMUWIHH, Tak Kak ~Apyrue 
CHJIbI, IPyrve 3aKOHbI Ha4HYT ACHCTBOBAaTL 
— 3aKOHbI BOHHbI. 4 cornacen c Bamu, 4To 
3TO TOMBKO HepBLIi war. [naBHoe — 3TO 
HalO HOPM@aNH30BaTb HM CTaOHIM3MPOBaTL 
nonoxeHHe MHpa MCXAy PocylapcTBaMH, 
MexKy HaposaMH. 

Bauwia o3aG6o4eHHOcTh 0 G6e30nacHOCcTH 
CILIA mue nousaTHa, r-H NpesHAeHT, NOTOMY 
4TO 3TO NepBan OORZAHHOCTL NpesHseHTa. 
Ho 93TH Ke BONPOCbI H HAC BOAHYIOT, 3TH KE 
OGa3aHHOCTH Ne@xKaT HM Ha MHC, Kak Ha ITpen- 
cenatene Cosetra Munucrpos CCCP. Bac 
oG6ecnoKOHAO TO, 4TO MbI NomornH KyGe 
OpyxXHeM C HenbiO yKpenuTL ee O60poHO- 
cnoco6HocTb, — HMeHHO OG6opoHocnoco6- 
HOCTb, NOTOMy 4¥TO He MOKeT Ky6a, Kakoe 
Obl OpyxKHe OHA HK MMCNA, PaBHATLCA C 
BaMH, TaK KaK BCM4HHbI 39TO PasHbic, Tem 
Gonee NpH COBPeMecHHbIX CpescTBax ucTpe6- 
nenna. Hawa uenb 6bina  ecTh — NOMO4b 
KyG6e, 4 HHKTO He MOXeT OCNapHBaTh ryMaH- 
HOCTH HaluHx NOGyARCHHA, HAaNpaBAeHHbIXx 
Ha TO, 4TO6bi Ky6a Morna MHpPHO XHTL H 
Pa3IBMBaTLCA TaK, KaK XOY“CT Ce Hapon. 

Boi xoTute oGe30nacHTb CBO CTpaHy, # 
3To nonsTHO. Ho 3Toro xe xoveT H KyGa; 
pce CTpanbi xoTat ce6a oGe30nacuTh. Ho 
Kak «xe Ham, CopeTcKkomy Cosy, Halemy 
MpaBHTCALCTBY OUCHHBATh BAM ACACTBHA, 
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I have already said that the only concern of our 
people and government and myself personally as 
chairman of the Council of Ministers is to develop 
our country and have it hold a worthy place among 
all people of the world in economic competition, 
advance of culture and arts, and the rise in peo- 
ple’s living standards. This is the loftiest and most 
benefit is peace a.id an increase in the facilities by 
means of which man lives and obtains pleasure. 


In your statement, you said that the main aim 
lies not only in reaching agreement and adopting 
measures to avert contact of our ships, and, conse- 
quently, a deepening of the crisis, which because 
of this contact can spark off the fire of military 
conflict after which any talks would be superflu- 
ous because other forces and other laws would be- 
gin to operate—the laws of war. | agree with you 
that this is only a first step. The main thing is to 
normalize and stabilize the situation in the world 
between states and between people. 


I understand your concern for the security of 
the United States. Mr. President, because this is 
the first duty of the president. However, these 
questions are also uppermost in our minds. The 
same duties rest with me as chairman of the USSR 
Council of Ministers. You have been worried over 
our assisting Cuba with arms designed to strength- 
en its defensive potential—precisely defensive po- 
tential—because Cuba, no matter what weapons 
it had, could not compare with you since these are 
different dimensions, the more so given up-to- 
date means of extermination. Our purpose has 
been and is to help Cuba, and no one can chal- 
lenge the humanity of our motives aimed at allow- 
ing Cuba to live peacefully and develop as its 
people desire. 


You want to relieve your country from danger 
and this is understandable. However, Cuba also 
wants this. All countries want to relieve them- 
selves from danger. But how can we, the Soviet 
Union and our government, assess your actions 
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KOTOpbic BbIPaKalOTCA B TOM, 4TO Bbi which, in effect, mean that you have surrounded 

OKPyXHAH BOCHHbIMM 6a3amu CoseTcKHii the Soviet Union with military bases, surrounded 

Co13, OKpy2XH/IH BOCHHbIMH 6a3aMM HallHXx our allies with military bases, set up military bases 

6yKBanbHO BOKPyr Hale CTpaHbi, pa3- rocket weapons at them? This is no secret. High- 
‘ clare this. Your rockets are stationed in Britain 

Dro He ABARETCA CeKpeTOoM. AMepHKaHCKHe and in Italy and point at us. Your rockets are sta- 

OTBETCTBCHHbIC JCATCAH ACMOHCTPaTHBHO tioned in Turkey. 

06 3Tom 3asBAsat0T. Bain pakeTbi pacnono- 

xeHbI B AHrnMM, pacnonoxenbi 8B Mrannn 

HaleAeCHbI NpoTHB Hac. Baw pakeTbi pac- 

NOAOXeHbI B 

Bac 6ecnoxout Ky6a. Bai ropopute, 4To ® Youare worried over Cuba. You say that it wor- 

GecnOKOHT OHa NOTOMY, 4TO HaXOMHTCA Ha ries you because it lies at a distance of 90 miles 
paccroanuu oT Geperos Coeannenneix Lllta- across the sea from the shores of the United 
Tos Amepuxn 90 mab no mopto. He senb States. However, Turkey lies next to us. Our sen- 
Typuna panom c HaMM, HallIM 4acoBbie Mpo- tinels are pacing up and down and watching each 
X@XKMBAIOTCA M NOFARAbIBAIOT OAM Ha Apy- —Z eee 
roro. Bai 4ro xe cunTaete, ¥TO Bai umeere dab Gn Oh eh oe & Sensive. 
npaso TpeGosaTb GesonacHocTH AA CBOCH while not recognizing this right for us?! You have 
CTpahbi H YAANCHNA TOTO OpyKHA, KOTOPOS stationed devastating rocket weapons, which you 
Boi Ha3biBaeTe HAaCTyNaTeCAbHbIM, a 3a HaMH call offensive, in Turkey literally right next to us. 
3TOrO MpaBa He NpH3HacTe. How then does recognition of our equal military 
pyuiMTeABHOe OpyxHe, KOTOpoe Bai Ha3bi- tween our great states? This does not tally at all. 
BacTe HwacTynaTeAbHbiM, 8° Typunn, Gyx- 
BanbHo non GoKxom y Hac. Kak «xe corna- 
cyeTca TOrma MpH3HaHHe HalMX PaBHbIX B 
BOCHHOM OTHOWCHHH BOIMOXHOCTEH C NO- 
AOGHbIMK HEPaBHbIMH OTHOLUCHHAMK MC AY 
HalJMMM BCAMKMMK TocymapcTBamMH? Dro 
HM-KaK H€BO3MOXHO COPacoBaTb. 

Fro xopowio, r-H NpesnaAecHT, 4TO Bai co- ® _Itisgood, Mr. President, that you agreed for our 
rAacHAMCh C TEM, YTOObI HallH NMpeAcTaBH- representatives to meet and begin talks, apparent- 
TeAM BCTPETHAMCh M HayanH NeperosopEi, ly with the participation of U.N. Acting Secretary 
BMAKMO, IPM NocpencTBe HW. O. reHepanb- General U Thant. Consequently, to some extent, 
Horo cexperapa OOH r-na Tana. Cnenosa- as cisumes Gis sete €f atermediary, and we So- 
TeAbHO, OH B KakO#-TO cTenenn GepeT Ha aove Gat Re cancape tien Gs ennpeniie aiaen 

/ if, of course , every side that is drawn into this con- 
ce6a ponb NOCpeAHHKA, KH MbI CUNTaeM, YTO flict shows good will. 
OH MOXKCT CHpapHTecA C 3TOH OTBET- 
CTOpOHa, KOTOPas BTAHYTa B 9TOT KOH- 
@auKT, npoaBHuT AOGpyi Bom. 
3ABEPUINTS KOMCDAMKT KM HOPMAH3I0BaT No- normalize the situation. people 
noOAHOR TpPyAbiO, CYHTaA, TO —~ 4 ~~ ee bow ~~ 
ioe an ability to solve complicated problems and not 
=» exeueemees enaed ia allow matters to slide to the disaster of war. 
OTBETCTBCHHOCTH, yMe- 
HHCM PelllaTh CAOAHbIC BONPOChI H He f0- ~~ 
BOATS ACAO AO BOCHHOR KaTacTpodnt. ‘The translation omitted a paragraph break here. 


COrmacHbl BbIBC3TH Te CpeyicTBa C Ky6u1, 
KkoToppie Bai cuntTaeTe HaCTyNaTebHbIMK 
cpeactsamu. CornacHbi 3TO OCyLICCTBHTb H 
saasuTs B OOH 06 3Tom oGs3aTenbcTBe. 
Baum mpeactaBuTeru ChenaioT 3asBeHHe O 
Tom, 4To CILIA, co cBoeH CTOpoHbi, y4HTBI- 
Bas GecnoKoiicTBo # O3aGo4"eHHOCTL CoseT- 
Koro fOcylapcTBa, BbIBe3yT CBOH aHa- 
nOrM4Hbie cpenctsa “3 Typunu. Jlasaitre 
AOTOBOPUMCA, KaKO# HYXKCH CPOK 118 Bac KH 
aaa Hac, 4To6bI 3To OcyuecTBuTb. HM nocne 
3TOTO AOBepeHHbie AMUa Cospeta Be3onac- 
HoctH OOH moran 6b! npoKOHTpoAHpOBaTL 
Ha MeECTe BbINONHCHHe B3ATLIX O6n3a- 
TeapcTs. Pa3zymeeTca, OT mpaBHTeALCTBa 
Ky6si 4 nmpasuTenbcrsa Typunn Heos- 
XOMMMO pa3pelucHHe 3THM yNORHOMO- 
4YCHHbIM MpHeXaTb B MX CTPaHbi H MpOBepHTL 
BLINOAHCHHe 3TOTO OOAIATENLCTBA, KOTO- 
poe Kaxabii Gepet na ce6a. Bugumo, 6bi10 
Obi Ay4uwe, ecin Obl 9TH YNOAHOMOYCHHBIC 
NnOb3IOBaNKCb AOBepHeM HK CosBeTta be3onac- 
HOCTH H HaumMM Cc Bam“ — CIA nu Cosert- 
cxoro Cowsa, a Takxe Typunn wu Ky6s1. 4 
AyMato, 4TO, BHAMMO, He BCTPeTHT Tpy”- 
Hocteh nogo6paTh Takux mone, NOmb- 
3YIOUIMXCA AOBEPHeEM HM YBaXKCHHeM BCeX 
3AMHTEPCCOBAaHHbIX CTOPOH. 

Mbi, 8398 Ha ce6a 9TO OOR3aTENLCTBO, C 
Tem, 4TOObI AaTb yAOBNeETBOPeHHe HW Ha- 
nexay Haponam Ky6si «1 Typunn 4 yCHAMT. 
HX YBCPCHHOCTh B CBOeH Ges0NacHOocTH, Cae- 
naem B pamkax Coseta be3onacnoctTu 3aKB- 
nenne © TOM, “TO CopeTcKOe npasH- 
TCABCTBO fJacT TOpxKeCcTBeHHOe OGeulaHHe 
yBaxXKaTb HCNPHKOCHOBCHHOCTh paHull KM Cy- 
BepenuteT Typunu, He BMCLUIMBaTLCA B ee 
BHYTPeHHHe ena, He BTOpraTeca B Typunto, 
He MPeMOCTABARTL CBOWK) TEPPHTOPHW B Ka- 
yecTBe MiallapMa (1A TaKOTO BTOPXeHHSA, 
a Takxe OyfeT yACPpAUBATL TEX, KTO 3amly- 
Man Obi OCYIICCTBHTL arpeccuiO NpoTHB 
Typumm Kak c Tepputopun CoseTcKkoro 
Conmw3a, Tak # C TeppHTOpHH ~Apyrux co- 
ceanux c Typuned rocynapcrs. 

Taxoe xe 3asBneHHe B pamKax CopeTta 
BesonacHocTu fact aMepHKaHCcKoe npaBH- 
TeALCTBO B OTHOWCHHK Ky6b1. Oxo 3anBHT, 
uto CIA G6yayT yBaxaTb HeENpHKOCHOBeH- 
HOCTL rpannu Ky6bi, ce cysepenutet, o6n- 
JYIOTCR HC BMCLIMBATLCA B Ce BHYTPeHHHe 


> 


This is why | make this proposal: We agree to 
remove those weapons from Cuba which you re- 
gard as offensive weapons. We agree to do this 
and to state this commitment in the United Na- 
tions. Your representatives will make a statement 
to the effect that the United States, on its part, 
bearing in mind the anxiety and concern of the So- 
viet state, will evacuate its analogous weapons 
from Turkey. Let us reach an understanding on 
what time you and we need to put this into effect. 
After this, representatives of the U.N. Security 
Council could control on-the-spot the fulfillment 
of these commitments. Of course, it is necessary 
that the Governments of Cuba and Turkey would 
allow these representatives to come to their coun- 
tries and check fulfillment of this commitment, 
which each side undertakes. Apparently, it would 
be better if these representatives enjoyed the trust 
of the Security Council and ours—the United 
States and the Soviet Union—as well as of Turkey 
and Cuba. I think that it will not be difficult to find 
such people who enjoy the trust and respect of all 
interested sides. 


We, having assumed this commitment in order 
to give satisfaction and hope to the peoples of 
Cuba and Turkey and to increase their confidence 
in their security, will make a statement in the Se- 
curity Council to the effect that the Soviet Gov- 
ernment gives a solemn pledge to respect the in- 
tegrity of the frontiers and the sovereignty of 
Turkey, not to intervene in its domestic affairs, 
not to invade Turkey, not to make available its 
territory as a place d’armes for such invasion, and 
also will restrain those who would think of launch- 
ing an aggression against Turkey either from Sovi- 
et territory or from the territory of other states 
bordering on Turkey. 


The U.S. Government will make the same 
statement in the Security Council with regard to 
Cuba. It will declare that the United States will re- 
spect the integrity of the frontiers of Cuba, its sov- 
ereignty , undertakes not to intervene in its domes- 
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aena, He BTOpraTLcA camMH HM He fpeno- 
CTaBASTb CBOKO TeEppHTOpHIO B KaecTBe 
naawiapMa aaa sTopxeHun Ha Ky6y, a 
Takxe OyAyT yRCPpAKBATb TeX, KTO 3alyMal 
6bi OCYUIECTBHTL arpeccniO npoTHB Ky6pi 
Kak c Tepputopuu CIA, tak u c TeppH- 
TOpHH ~apyrux cocemHux c Ky6oH rocy- 
aapcrs. 

Kone4sHo, 218 3TOrO HaM Halo GbiI0 6b! 
norosopuTeca c Bamu uw faTb KakO#-TO 
cpox. JlapaitTe ROTOBOPUMCA AaTb KaKOe-TO 
BPC MA, HO He 3aTATMBAaTL, — 2-3 HeMe NH, He 
Gombe Mecala. 

Haxonaummeca Ha Ky6e cpeacrsa, 0 ko- 
Topix Bai ropopute # KoTopbie, Kak Bui 
saapasete, Bac GecnoKosT, HaxXO2ATCA B Py- 
Kax COBETCKHX Ocdbuuepos. [losTOMy Kakoe- 
nnG6o cny4aiHoe MCNOAbIOBAaHHE HX BO Bpes 
Coeannennbim Iiltatam Amepuku HCKINO- 
¥eHO. ITH CpeaCcTBa pacnonoxeHbi Ha Ky6e 
no npocs6e KyGHHCKOrO MpaBHTeAbCTBa HK 
TOMbKO B UeNAX OGOpoHbI. [losTomy ecaH 
He GyneT BTOpxKeHHA Ha Ky6y nH Ke Hana- 
nenna wa Cosetckni Con3 “an ~apyrux 
HalJHX COK3HHKOB, TO, KOHC4HO, 93TH 
CPpeACTBa HHKOMY He yrpoxaloT H He Oymy7 
yrpoxats. Beab OHH He NpecnexyioT UesIh 
HanajeHHus. 

Ecan Bei cornacnbi, r-H mpe3sHmeHT, Cc 
MOMM fIpesmoxKeHHeM, TOra MbI NocnanK 
6bi HawMx NpencrasuTenei B Hp Mop, 8 
OOH, a aann Obl HM HCYepNbIBaloulMe 
HHCTPyYKUMH C TEM, 4TOObI ObICTpee AOro- 
BopuTeca. Ecan Boi Toxe BbIeAMTe CBOMX 
mioneh MW falMTe MM COOTBETCTBYIOUINE 
MHCTPYKUMH, TOrMa 3ITOT BONPOC MOXHO 
GyneT GbicTpo peummTs. 

Tlovemy 2 xoten 6b1 9Toro? [loromy, “To 
BeCh MHP Ce#4ac BONHYCTCA H KMCT OT HAC 
pa3yMHbIx feficTBHA. Camo Gonbwioh pa- 
AOCTbIO 18 BCeX HaposoB 6biI0 6bI OObSA- 
Benne © HallieM COrmallieHHH, O AMKBH- 
aun B KOpHe BOSHHKWerO KONdAMKTA. A 
npHato 3TOMy CornaleHniO Gonbuloe 3Ha- 
yeHHe, MOCKONBKY OHO MOrAO Obi No- 
CAYXMTb XOPOUIMM HA4aJiOM KH, B 4ACTHOCTH, 
O6NeCr4nTh MOCTHKeHHE COMMAleHHA O 3a- 
NpeujeHHH HCHbITaHHA ALepHOTO OPyXKHA. 
Bonpoc 06 ucnbITaHHAX MOXHO 6bLI0 Gb 
PeCIMTb NapaseCAbHO, He CBAIbIBAA OMHO C 
ApyruM, NOTOMY 4YTO 3TO — pa3HbIe BO- 
npocpi. Ho axxo AOroOBOpHTECA NO OGOMM 


tic affairs, not to invade and not to make its terri- 
tory available as place d'armes for the invasion of 
of launching an aggression against Cuba either 
from U.S. territory or from the territory of other 
States bordering on Cuba. 


Of course, for this we would have to reach 
agreement with you and to arrange from some 
deadline. Let us agree to give some time, but not 
to delay, two or three weeks, not more than a 
month. 


The weapons on Cuba, that you have men- 
tioned and which, as you say, alarm you, are in the 
hands of Soviet officers. Therefore any accidental 
use of them whatsoever to the detriment of the 
United States of America is excluded. These 
means are stationed in Cuba at the request of the 
Cuban Government and only in defensive aims. 
Therefore, if there is no invasion of Cuba, or an 
attack on the Soviet Union, or other of our allies 
then, of course, these means do not threaten any- 
one and will not threaten. For they do not pursue 


If you accept my proposal, Mr. President, we 
would send our representatives to New York, to 
the United Nations, and would give them exhaus- 
tive instructions to [sic] order to come to terms 
sooner. If you would also appoint your men and 
give them appropriate instructions, this problem 
could be solved soon. 


Why would I like to achieve this? Because the 
entire world is now agitated and expects reason- 
able actions from us. The greatest pleasure for all 
the peoples would be an announcement on our 
agreement, on nipping in the bud the conflict that 
has arisen. I attach a great importance to such un- 
derstanding because it might be a good beginning 
and, specifically, facilitate a nuclear test ban 
agreement. The problem of tests could be solved 
simultaneously, not linking one with the other, 
because they are different problems. However, it 
is important to reach an understanding to both 


9THM BOMpOcaM Cc TeM, 4TOOBI ciiczaTb 
MIOMAM XOPOWHA NosapoK, OOpagoBaTs ux 
BCCTLIO TAKKE H O TOM, 4YTO AOCTHTHYTO 
cormalenwe © MpeKpallie¢HHH MCIIbITaHHA 
AQepHOrO OpyxKHA HM, TakKHM O6pa3o0mM, 
Gonbue He GyneT 3apaxaTLCA aTMOcKdepa. 
A HallH H BallH NO3HIMH B 9TOM BOMpOce 
o4weHb 6H3KH. 


NOKa He PellcHbi, HO OHH KAYT CBOeTO HeOT- 
NOXHOTO PellieHHA, KOTOPOe pac4yMCTHIO 
Obl MexayHapofHylo aTmociepy. Mbi ro- 
TOBbI K 3TOMY. 

Bot MOH NpeanOXeHHA, f-H NMpesHAeHT. 


C ypaxennem k Bam 
H. Xpymes 


Kennedy Message of October 27, 1962' 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I have read your letter of October 26th, 
with great care and welcomed the statement 
of your desire to seek a prompt solution to 
the problem. The first thing that needs to be 
done, however, is for work to cease on offen- 
sive missile bases in Cuba and for all weapons 
systems in Cuba capable of offensive use to 
be rendered inoperable, under effective 
United Nations arrangements. 

Assuming this is done promptly, I have 
given my representatives in New York in- 
structions that will permit them to work out 
this weekend'—in cooperation with the Act- 
ing Secretary General and your representa- 
tive-—-an arrangement for a permanent solu- 
tion to the Cuban problem along the lines 
suggested in your letter of October 26th. As 


"English text transmitted by DOS to Amembassy 
Moscow at 8:05 p.m. W time on Oct. 27, 1962, 
and reported delivered to MFA at 10:30 a.m. Moscow 
time on Oct. 28, 1962; also delivered to Sovembassy 
Washington on evening of Oct. 27 and released to the 
press; Russian text as translated by MFA. 
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these problems in order to make a good gift to the 
people, to let them rejoice in the news that a nu- 
clear test ban agreement has also been reached 
and thus there will be no further contamination of 
the atmosphere. Your and our positions on this is- 
sue are very close. 


All this, possibl, , would serve as a good impetus 
to searching for mutually acceptable agreements 
on other disputed issues, too, on which there is an 
exchange of opinion between us. These problems 
have not yet been solved but they wait for an ur- 
atmosphere. We are reauy for this. 


Respectfully yours, 
Nikita Khrushchev 


Ysaxaembih r-x [pencenatens, 


A npoven Bawe nucemo ot 26 oxtaGpa c 
6ObUIMM BHKAM&HKEM H IIPKBETCTBYIO 3anBACHHKe 
o Bawem crpemmenum uckaTh GbicTporo pe- 
wenns npo6Gaembi. Onnako nepsoe, 4To Heo6- 
XOMMMO CAcAaTb, — 3TO Npekpamenne paG6oT Ha 
6a3ax HaCTyNaTeABHBIX paxeT Ha KyGe m BbiBOn 


TPYAHHYCCTBe C MCNOAHSIOUIMM OG bS3aHHOCTH 


7As transmitted to Moscow, this passage erroneously 
*The translation omitted a paragraph break here. 


I read your letter, the key elements of your 
proposals—which seem generally acceptable 
as I understand them—are as follows: 


1) You would agree to remove these weap- 
ons systems from Cuba under appropriate 
United Nations observation and supervision; 
and undertake, with suitable safeguards, to 
halt the further introduction of such weapons 
systems into Cuba. 

2) We, on our part, would agree—upon 
the establishment of adequate arrangements 
through the United Nations to ensure the 
Carrying out and continuation of these commit- 
ments—{a) to remove promptly the quaran- 
tine measures now in effect and (b) to give as- 
surances against an invasion of Cuba.' I am 
confident that other nations of the Western 
Hemisphere would be prepared to do likewise. 

If you will give your representatives simi- 
lar instructions, there is no reason why we 
should not be able to complete these ar- 
rangements and announce them to the world 
within a couple of days. The effect of such a 
settlement on easing world tensions would 
enable us to work toward a more general ar- 
rangement regarding “other armaments”, as 
proposed in your second letter which you 
made public. I would like to say again that 
the United States is very much interested in 
reducing tensions and halting the arms race; 
and if your letter signifies that you are pre- 
pared to discuss a detente affecting NATO and 
the Warsaw Pact, we are quite prepared to 


But the first ingredient, let me emphasize, 
is the cessation of work on missile sites in 
Cuba and measures to render such weapons 
inoperable, under effective international 


‘As transmitted to Moscow, this sentence was errone- 
ously joined with the following sentence by the word 
“and”. 
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Korza s wuTan Bawe muchmo, TO npuwen kK 
BbIBORY, YTO KAIOYEBbIC 3AemMCHTLI Bawsmx npes- 


socrenxesmm sepes Opranusaigno OGveaumen- 


MePbi KAPaHTHHA, NIPHMCHAIOUINCCS B HACTORUIMA 
MOMCHT, # 6) aaTb 3aBepenne 06 OTKa3e OT BTOP- 
xenna Ha Ky6y. A ysepen, sro apyrue crpansi 
3anagHoro nozywapus GyayT roTosbi NOCTyNHTL 
noaoGHbim xe O6pax0m. 

Ecam Bei oTmagure sauemy mpencrasuremo 
nonoGHyO Ke MHCTPYKUMIO, TO HAM HHYTO He No- 
MCLUACT ROCTH4b AOTOBOPCHHOCTH MO BCEM 3THM 
sonpocam # OOLaBHTL 06 39TOM MHDpy B Cambic 
Gawxahume ann. Bosneficrsne nogoGuoro ype- 
ryamposanna va ocnaGnecnne mexyHapomHon 
HaNPsOKCHHOCTH NOIBONMT Ham paGoTaT. B Ha- 
npasaennn Gonee OGuek AOTOBOPeHHOCTH, Kacaio- 
WICACA «<APYTHX BHAOB OPyAKHR», KaK 3TU MpemI0- 
meno © Bamen sropom mucus, novopos Bus 
ony6amKosann. 

Mue 6bi xoTen0ch BHOBS 3asBHTL, 4TO CoeaH- 
wennpie LI Tate! OYeHb CHABHO 3AMNTEPeCOBaHb! B 
ocaaGAcHhK HaNpsXKeHHOCTH MH NpeKpauleHnn 
TOHKK BOOpyxXcHHA, H ecaM Bawe nuchMO O3Ha- 
yaeT, 4TO Bai rorossi o6cyanTs Bonpoc 06 ocaab- 
ACHHL. HANPSOKCHHOCTH B OTHOWCHMSX MCKAY 
HATO « Bapmascxum aorosopom, mei Gynem 
NOAHOCTBIO TOTOBb! PaccMOTPeTh C HallIMMH 
COWIHHKAaMHK 1106bIe NO eIHbIC NPCAAOAKCHUA. 
Oanako nossonmbTe “He NOmVeEpKHYyTL, YTO 
NEPBbIM 3ACMCHTOM JOF KHO GbITD NPeKpauienne 
paGoT Ha paKkeTHMx naouankax wa Ky6e u 
NpPHHATHe MCP AAA BbIBORA M3 CTpOR NoOROGHOTO 
OPyYKHR MPH s¢>cheK THBHBIX MCATYHAPORNDIX ra- 


The Russian translation introduced a paragraph 
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guarantees. The continuation of this threat, 
or a prolonging of this discussion concerning 
Cuba by linking these problems to the broad- 
er questions of European and world security, 
would surely lead to an intensification of the 
Cuban crisis and a grave risk to the peace of 
the world. For this reason I hope we can 
quickly agree along the lines outlined in this 
letter and in your letter of October 26th. 


John F. Kennedy 


Khrushchev Message of 
October 28, 1962" 


Ypaxaembii rocnogHn IIpe3snaent! 


Moaysua Bawe nocaanne oT 27 oxta6ps 
c. r. Berpaxaio cBoe yaosieTBopenne x 
NpH3HaTEALHOCTL 3a npoasneHHoe Bamu 
4YYBCTBO MCPbi H NOHHMMAaHHe OTBCTCTBCH- 
HOCTH, KOTOpaa cefuac nexuT Ha Bac 3a 
COxpaHeHHe MHPa BO BCeM MHPpe. 

A oTnourycs Cc GONbUIMM NOHMMAHHeM K 
Baweh Tpesore u K Tpepore Haponos Co- 
eannenneix Iilraros AmepHKH B CBA3H C 
Tem, 4TO OpyxHe, KOoTOpoe Bi Ha3binacTe 
HACTYNATCAbHbIM, ACHCTBHTCAbHO ABJIACTCH 
TPO3HbIM Opy>xKHeM. 

M sbi H MbI NOHMMACM, 4TO 3TO 3a 
opyxne. 

Yro6bi ckopee 3aBePUINTh ANKBHAAKIO 
onacHoro KOH®@ANKTa Ana fecha MUHpa, 
4¥TOObI AaTb YBCPCHHOCTL BCeM HaposaM, 
K@KAYUIMM MHPa, YTOObI YCNOKONTE Hapor 
AMeCPHKH, KOTOPbIA, Kak & yBepeH, Tak xe 
xO¥eT MHPa, KaK 9TOTO XOTAT Hapomb! Co- 
setcxoro Conwsa, Coperckoe npapuTen- 


"Text broadcast over Moscow Radio (in English) at § 
p.m. Moscow time on Oct. 28, 1962, delivered to 
Amembassy Moscow at 5:10 on the same date (text here 
from version published in Pravda, Oct. 29, 1962), En- 
giish text from Bulletin, Nov. 12, 1962, pp. 743-45, as 
corrected in ibid., Nov. 19, 1973, pp. 650-52. 


Ky6n1, myTem CensuiBanna 9THX MpoGaen c Gonce 
WIMPOKMMMK BONpPOCaMK CBPpONeACKOR K MHPOBOR 
6e30NaCHOCTH, HCCOMHCHHO, MpHBeACT K HHTCH- 
cuuKaumy KyOMHCKOPO KPH3HCa HM CO3MaCT Cepb- 
¢3HbI PHCK AAR MPa BO BCem Mupe. Ilo sTOH 
NIpw4MHe A Halelock, 4TO Mbi GbICTPO AOCTMTHEM 
AOTOBOPeCHHOCTH B COOTBETCTBHH C nonoxe- 
HMAMM, K30KCHHBIMM B HACTORLICM MHCbMe HB 
Bawem muceme oT 26 oxta6ps. 


Jlxoun ®. Kennean 


Dear Mr. President: 


I have received your message of October 27. I 
express my satisfaction and thank you for the 
sense of proportion you have displayed and for re- 
alization of the responsibility which now devolves 
on you for the preservation of the peace of the 
world. 


I regard with great understanding your concern 
and the concern of the United States people in 
connection with the fact that the weapons you 
describe as offensive are formidable weapons 
indeed. 


Both you and we understand what kind of 


weapons these are. 

In order to eliminate as rapidly as possible the 
conflict which endangers the cause of peace, to 
give an assurance to all people who crave peace, 
and to reassure the American people, who, I am 
certain, also want peace, as do the people of the 
Soviet Union, the Soviet Government, in addition 
to earlier instructions on the discontinuation of 
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CTBO B RONOAHCHHE K y2Ke Paliee MaHHbIM yKa- 
3aHHaM © TIpeKpallicHHH AaibHemumx pabot 
Ha CTPOMTCABHbIX MIOUIAIKaX 218 pasme- 
WICHKA OpyKHA, OTLAIO HOBOS pacnopsDKeHHe 
© ReMOHTaxe BOOpyxeHMA, KOTOpoe Bai 
Ha3biBacTe HACTYNaTeIbHbIM, yMaKOBKe cro H 
BOSBpalleHHM ero B CopeTcKHi Cows. 

I-41 [pesmnent, 1 xoren Gbi euie pas no- 
BTOPHTL, O 4emM & yxe mHCan Bam B CBOMK 
npeAbyIyuyMxX MMCbMax, 4TO CopeTcKOe mpa- 


crpen Tasanni. Tosopst, uro crpensanu 6e3- 
OTBETCTBCHHO KyOHHCKHe 3MHrpaHTEi. Bos- 
MOXHO, 3TO Hw Tak. Ho, cmpalmeactca, 
oTkyaa OHM cTpensin. Benb y HMX, y 9THX 
kyOunues, HET TeppHTOpHH, onH GerneLbI 
C POMMHBI, y HMX HCT HHKAKHX CpencTs 118 
BCCHHA BOCHHDbIX JIcHCTBHA. 

3Ha4uT, KTO-TO BIOKHA MM B PyKH 3TO 
opyxe gna o6cTpena [apanbi, 2198 nupat- 
ckmx eficrsui Bp Kapn6ckom mope, 8B 
TeppuTopHabHEix Bomax Ky6si. Ben 
HCMBICIMMAaA BCIIIb B Hallie BPeMA He 3aMe- 
THT NMpaTCKHA KOpaGAb, fla Clie MMes B BHILY 
TaKyiO HACbILLICHHOCTh AaMCPHKAaHCKMX KO- 
pa6nei 8 Kapn6ckom mope, Cc KOTOpbIXx co6- 
CTBCHHO BCe MpocmMaTpHBacTcA HM HabsIO- 


XKW3HL B CBOMX MHTepecax, 6e3 BMecilla- 
TeALCTBAa HIBHE. ITO cro NMpaBo, HW HeALIA 
BMCHATL CMY B BHHY TO, YTO On xO“eT ObITL 
XO3MMHOM CBOCH CTPaHbi, pacnopsxaTLca 
niomamMu cBoero Tpyla. Yrpo3a BTOpxKeHHA 
Ha Ky6y “ Bce pyre 3aTeH Cc COsmaHHeM 
HanpsaxKeHHOR OGcTaHOBKH BoKpyr Ky6»i 
npeswHasHayeHnb! AA TOTO, YOGI NOposmMTS 
HeyBepeHHOCTR KYOMHCKOTO Hapofa, 3ary- 


further work on weapons construction sites, has 
given a new order to dismantle the arms which you 
described as offensive, and to crate and return 
them to the Soviet Union. 


Mr. President, I should like to repeat what I had 
already written to you in my carlicr messages 
assistance to the Republic of Cuba, as well as 
arms, because Cuba and the Cuban people were 
constantly under the continuous threat of an 
invasion of Cuba. 


A piratic vessel had shelled Havana. They say 
that this shelling was done by irresponsible Cuban 
emigres. Perhaps so; however, the question is 
from where did they shoot. It is a fact that these 
Cubans have no territory, they are fugitives from 
their country, and they have no means to conduct 


these weapons for shelling Havana and for pit acy 
in the Caribbean in Cuban territorial waters. It is 
impossible in our time not to notice a piratic ship, 
considering the concentration in the Caribbean of 
American ships from which everything can be 
seen and observed. In these conditions, pirate 
ships freely roam around and shell Cuba and make 
piratic attacks on peaceful cargo ships. It is known 
that they even shelled a British cargo ship. 


In a word, Cuba was under the continuous 
threat of aggressive forces, which did not conceal 
their intention to invade its territory. 


The Cuban people want to build their life in 
their own interests without external interference. 
This is their right, and they cannot be blamed for 
wanting to be masters of their own country and 
disposing of the fruits of their own labor. The 
threat of invasion of Cuba and all other schemes 
for creating tension over Cuba are designed to 
strike the Cuban people with a sense of insecurity , 


raTb cro, NOMCIUaTb CMY CNOKOMHO CTPORTB 
CBOKO HOBY1O KH3Hb. 

Tocnogmn [Ipesmnent, « cme pas xovy 
SCHO CK&38Tb, YTO MbI He MOTAH OBIT paB- 
HORYUIHLIMK K 3TOMY, H CoBeTCKOe mpaBH- 
TCALCTBO PeCuIHAO OKa3aTb NomMou Ky6e 
CTPCACTBaMH 3aUIMTbI MPOTHB alpeccnn, 
TOABKO CpCACcTBamH B WenAx OGOpoHBi. Mai 
nocTaBuau Tyla cpeacTBa OG60poHbi, KO- 
Toppie Bei Ha3sbipacTe CpeaACTBaMM HaCTy- 
nacuus. [locrapMan MX ANA TOTO, YTOGLI He 
6bin0 CopepueHo HanageHHs NpoTHB K y6s1, 
4¥ToGn! He 6biN0 AOMyUIeHO HCOOAYMaHHBIX 
aka. 

A c yBaxcHvem HM AOBCPHeM OTHOUYCh K 
Bawemy 3asnncHMio, w3A0KeHHOMy 8 Ba- 
mem nocn: <4 27 oxta6pa 1962 r., "To Ha 
Ky6y ne GyneT copepmeno HanancHHs, He 
GyacT BTOPKCHMA, NPHYeM He TOALKO CO 
cTroponn: Cocamnennem Liltatos, Ho CO 
CTOPOHL! Apyrux CTpaH 3anmagHoro mony- 
wiapHs, Kak CKa3aHo B Tom xe Bawem no- 
cnanmu. Torna  MOTHBBI, NOGyANBUINe Hac 
K OKa3aHMiO NOMOUIM TaKOTO xapakTepa 
Ky6e, ornagaiwr. [logtomy mbi # fanH yKa- 
3aMHe HalllKM OcpmuepamM (a ITY CpeACTBA, 
Kak 2 yxe coo6man Bam, HaxonsTca B pyKax 
COBCTCKHX OcHUEpOB) MpoBecTH COOTBET- 
CTBYIOUIMe Mepbi NO NpeKpallieHHO CTPOH- 
TCALCTBA yKa3aHHbIx OODCKTOB, ACMOH- 
Taxy MX M BOIBpameHMO ux B CopeTcKHA 
Cows. Kak « sam yxe cooGuian 8 nuchMe 27 
oxTa6pa, mbi cormacuhi c Bam aoro- 
BOPHTLCA © TOM, YTOObI MpercTasuTenH 
OOH Moran yAOCTOBepHTLCA B AeMOHTaxKe 
9TMX CPencTs. 

Takum 06pa30M, CCAM OCHOBbIBATLCA Ha 
Bauwimx 3apepennax, koToppie Bai cacnann, 
M HALIMX PaCNOPAKCHHAX O ACMOHTAKe, TO 
HanMuO BCe HCOOXOMMMBbIC YCHOBMA AIK 
AMKBMMAUMK COIMABLICTOCR KOHAMKTA. 

A c ynosaeTsopennem oTmeyalo, 4TO Bui 
OTKAMKHYAKCL HA MOM NOKCAAHHA O TOM, 


¥TOGbI AMKBAIMPORATL yKasaHHoe ONacHoe 


ly building their new life. 

Mr. President, I should like to say clearly once 
more that we could not remain indifferent to this. 
The Soviet Government decided to render assis- 
tance to Cuba with the means of defense against 
poses. We have supplied the defense means which 
you describe as offensive means. We have sup- 
plied them to prevent an attack on Cuba—to nre- 
vent rash acts. 


I regard with respect and trust the statement 
you made in your of October 27, 1962, 
that there would be no attack, no invasion of 
Cuba, and not only on the part of the United 
States, but also on the part of other nations of the 
Western Hemisphere, as you said in your same 
message. Then the motives which induced us to 
render assistance of such a kind to Cuba disap- 
pear. It is for this reason that we instructed our of- 
ficers—these means as | had already informed you 
earlier are in the hands of the Soviet officers—to 
take appropriate measures to discontinue con- 
struction of the aforementioned facilities, to dis- 
mantle them, and to return them to the Soviet 
Union. As I had informed you in the letter of 
October 27, we are prepared to reach agreement 
to enable United Nations Representatives to veri- 
fy the dismantling of these means. 


Thus in view of the assurances you have given 
and our instructions on dismantling, there is every 


I note with satisfaction that you have responded 
to the desire I expressed with regard to elimina- 
tion of the aforementioned dangerous situation, 
as well as with regard to providing conditions for a 
more thoughtful appraisal of the international sit- 
uation, fraught as it is with great dangers in our 
age of thermonuclear weapons, rocketry, space- 
All people are interested in insuring peace. 


*The translation introduced a paragraph here. 


Mbi, OONCYCHHbIC ROBEpHeM HM GOMBUION OT- 
BCTCTBCHHOCTLIO, HE JONKHbI JOMyCKaTb 
oGocTpenua OGCTaHOBKH HW AOJXKHbI JHKBH- 
AMpOBaTb O4arM, Me CO3saHa OnacHan 
CHTyallMaA, “peBaTad TAXKCAbIMH Nocies- 
CTBHAMH 1a Rena Mupa. VM ecnu Ham yaacTca 
Bmecre c Bamuw w C NOMOUIbIO ApyrHx 
moneh 206poh BOAH AMKBHAKPOBaTb 3Ty 
HanpsxKeHHyt0 OGCTaHOBKY, TO Mbi JOJDKHbI 
Takxe no3saG0THTBCA O TOM, 4TOOBI He 
BO3HMKaNO APYrHX ONaCHbIX KOH@AHKTOB, 
KOTOpbie MOryT NpHBeECTH K MHPOBOH Tep- 
MOAMCPHON KaTacTpode. 

B 3akn1o4enHe xo4y CKa3aTb 06 yperyan- 
posaHun OTHOWeHHA Mexay HATO u rocy- 
napcTsamu Bapwasckoro Jlorosopa, 0 4em 
Bi ynomuuaete. Mbi ye 2aBHO 06 3TOM ro- 
BOPHK H TOTOBbI NpOOAKHTS C Bamu 06- 
MCH MHCHHAMH MO 3ITOMY BOMpOcy MH HaHTH 
pa3ymHoe peuwienue. Takxe XOTHM Mpo- 
ROAKHTb OOMCH MHCHHAMM O 3allpelliecHHH 
aTOMHOTO, TEPMOANCPHOTO OpyXHA, O BCe- 
O6uIeM paxsOpyxXecHHH KH NPOYHX BONpOcax, 
KacaloujHxca OcnaGACHHA Me xXAyHapomHOH 
HalpsxKeCHHOCTH. 

l’-4 [pesuaent, 1 nopepato Bauiemy 3asB- 
ACHHK), HO, C APyrow CTOpOHbI, ecTb Ge: oT- 
BCTCTBCHHbIC HOM, KOTOPbie 3axoTeNH Obi 
cefiuac OCyULCCTBUTL BTOpxKeHHe Ha Ky6y x 
TeM CaMbIM pa3Ba3aTb BOHHY. Ecru MbI se- 
naem MpakTH4eckHe War WH 3aABIAeM O je- 
MOHTaxke HW 3BakyallMH COOTBETCTBYIOUINX 
cpeacts c Ky6bi, To, fenaa 3TO, MbI OMHO- 
BPCMCHHO XOTHM CO3/aTb YBCPeCHHOCTh y 
KyOuHCKOrO Hapofa B TOM, 4TO Mbi Ha- 
XOMMMCH BMCCTE C HMM HM He CHHMaeM C CEOs 
OTBETCTBCHHOCTY 3a OKa3aHHe NMOMOLIM 
KyOHHCKOMy Hapojly. 

Mbi yGexnenbi, YTO Haposbi BCeX CTpaH, 
kax # Boi, rocnogun [pesnaent, npapune- 
HO MeHa NowMeTe. Mbi He yrpoxaem. Mbi 
XOTHM TONLKO MHpa. Hawa crTpana 
cefuac HaxOmMTca Ha nowPeme. Ha Hapon 
HacnaxaeTca MmIOMaMH CBOerO MHPHOTO 
Tpyaa. Ox 2OcTHr OrpoMHbIX ycnexos nocre 
Oxts6peckoh pesoniounH, co3lan BenH- 
yahuine MaTePHabHbic, MyXOBHbIC HK Ky/b- 
TypHbie ueHHocTH. Haul Hapog nonb3yeTca 
3TMMH LCHHOCTAMH HM XO4CT pa3BHBaTb 
Mable CBOK YCNEXH, XOYCT CBOKM YNOPHbIM 
Tpyaom OGecne4HTb faibHehuiee pasBUTite 


no NYTH MMpa HM COWMAbHOrO Mporpecca. 
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Therefore, vested with trust and great responsi- 
bility, we must not allow the situation to become 
aggravated and must stamp out the centers where 
a dangerous situation fraught with grave conse- 
quences to the cause of peace has arisen. If we, to- 
gether with you, and with the assistance of other 
people of good will, succeed in eliminating this 
tense atmosphere, we should also make certain 
that no other dangerous conflicts which could lead 
to a world nuclear catastrophe would arise. 


In conclusion, I should like to say some- 
thing about a detente between NATO and the 
Warsaw Treaty countries that you have men- 
tioned. We have spoken about this long since and 
are prepared to continue to exchange views on this 
question with you and to find a reasonable solu- 
tion. We should like to continue the exchange 
of views on the prohibition of atomic and thermo- 
nuclear weapons, general disarmament, and 
other problems relating to the relaxation of inter- 
national tension. 


Although I trust your statement, Mr. Presi- 
dent, there are irresponsible people who would 
like to invade Cuba now and thus touch off a war. 
If we do take practical steps and proclaim the dis- 
mantling and evacuation of the means in question 
from Cuba, in so doing we, at the same time, 
want the Cuban peopie to be certain that we are 
with them and are not absolving ourselves of re- 
sponsibility for rendering assistance to the Cuban 


people. 


We are confident that the people of all 
countries, like you, Mr. President, will under- 
stand me correctly. We are not threatening. We 
want nothing but peace. Our country is now on the 
upsurge. Our people are enjoying the fruits of 
their peaceful labor. They have achieved tremen- 
dows successes since the October Revolution, and 
created the greatest material, spiritual, and cul- 
tural values. Our people are enjoying these val- 
ues; they want to continue developing their 
achievements and insure their further develop- 
ment on the way of peace and social progress by 
their persistent labor. 


Kennedy-Khrushchev Correspondence 
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A xoren 6bi, r-H [IpesnpertT, HaNOMHHTE 
Bam, 4TO BOCHHbIC CaMONCTbI pa3BeRbiBa- 
TeAbHOrO XapakTepa HapyllayH rpaHHilbl 
Cosetcxoro Cow3a, B CBA3H C 4eM y Hac C 
BaMH ObLIK KOH@JIHKTbI, HME MeCTO OOMCH 
HoTaMH. B 1960 r. mbi COmaH Ball CAaMONeT 
Y-2, pa3BeAbIBaTeABHbIA NOAET KOTOPOTO 
Hag CCCP npupen k Tomy, ¥TO 6biia Cop- 
BaHa BCTpeya B Bepxax B [lapuxe. Bbi 
3aHAnH «6TOMa MpaBHAbHylO §=6NOSHIIMW, 
OCYAHB 3TO NpecTynHoe JeACTBHe NpexHero 
npapuTenbcTsa CIIA. 

Ho yxe Bo Bpema Bauiero npe6biBaHus Ha 
nocTy mpe3HeHTa MMe MECTO BTOPOH 
cCAy4ah HapylWweHHA Hallien PpaHHlib! aMepu- 
KaHCKHM CamMoneToM Y-2 B paione Caxa- 
nuna. Mbi yxe Bam nucann 06 3T0M Hapy- 
wenn 30 asrycta. Bei Torma OTBETHAH HaM, 
¥TO 3TO HapyleHHe NPOH3IOULIO B pesysb- 
TaTe NAOXOH NOrosbi, HW AaNKH 3aBepeHne, 
¥TO 3TOrO He NOBTOpHTcA. Mbi c ROBeEpHeM 
OTHeECIIMCh K Baulemy 3aBepeHHio, NoTOMy 
4TO ACHCTBUTENBHO B 3TOM pahoHe Obiia 
Tora nioxas noroma. 

Onnako ecu 6b1 He GbLIO 3anaHH BalllMM 
CaMONeTaM NeTaTb OKONO Hallie TeppH- 
TOPHH, TO H M10xaa Noroja He MOrNa Gb! 3a- 
BeCCTH AMCPHKAaHCKHA CaMOJIeT B Hallie BO3- 
ayumHoe mpocrpanctso. Orciona ciemyer 
BbIBOM, YTO 3TO MeNaeTCA Cc Benoma [leHnTa- 
roHa, KOTOpbiIA NONMpaeT MEXAyHAapOsHbie 
HOPMbI M HapyllaeT rpaHHllbi Apyrux rocy- 
wapcrs. 

Ewe 6onee onacnbih cny4ai MMe MeCTO 
28 oxTa6pa, KOrla Ball! pa3BebIBaTebHbIA 
caMoneT BTOprca B mpefenbi CopeTcKoro 
Co1w3a Ha CeBpepe, B pahoue UyKorckoro no- 
nyOCTpoBa, H NponeTen Hal Halen TeppH- 
Topueh. CnpaumeBaetca, r-H IIpesnpenr, 
Kak MbI JOJKHbI 3TO pacueHHBaTb. AUTO 3TO 
— npospokayns” Bau camoneT HapyuaeT 
Hallly PpaHully, fa elle B TaKOe TPeBOXHOe 
BpeMA, KOTOPOe MbI C BaMH NepexXHBaem, 
Kora BCe IIpHBeeHO B GoeBy!O POTOBHOCTb. 
Befb amepHKaHCKHH CaMOneT-HapylMTelb 
BNOHE MOXHO NpHHATL 3a GomOapaupos- 
MK C ANCPHbIM OpyXHeM, H 3TO MOXECT 
TOAKHYTb Hac Ha pokOBOH war. Tem Gonee, 
¥TO npaBpuTenbcTBO CIA u [lentarox faB- 
HO YX 3aMBIAIOT O TOM, YTO y Bac He- 
MmpepbiBHO fexypAT B noneTe GomObapan- 
POBLIMKH C aTOMHbIMH Gom6amu. TlosTomy 


>» 


I should like to remind you, Mr. President, that 
military reconnaissance planes have violated the 
borders of the Soviet Union. In connection with 
this there have been conflicts between us and 
notes exchanged. In 1960 we shot down your U-2 
plane, whose reconnaissance flight over the USSR 
wrecked the summit meeting in Paris. At that 
time, you took a correct position and denounced 
that criminal act of the former U.S. Administra- 
tion. 


But during your term of office as President an- 
other violation of our border has occurred, by an 
American U-2 plane in the Sakhalin area. We 
wrote you about that violation on 30 August. At 
that time you replied that that v:olation had oc- 
curred as a result of poor weather, and gave assur- 
ances that this would not be repeated. We trusted 
your assurance, because the weather was indeed 
poor in that area at that time. 


But had not your planes been ordered to fly 
about our territory, even poor weather could not 
have brought an American plane into our air- 
space. Hence, the conclusion that this is being 
done with the knowledge of the Pentagon, which 
tramples on international norms and violates the 
borders of other states. 


A still more dangerous case occurred on 28 Oc- 
tober, when one of your reconnaissance planes in- 
truded over Soviet borders in the Chukotka Pen- 
insula area in the north and flew over our territo- 
ry. The question is, Mr. President: How should we 
regard this. What is this: A provocation? One of 
your planes violates our frontier during this anx- 
ious time we are both experiencing, when every- 
thing has been put into combat readiness. Is it not 
a fact that an intruding American plane could be 
easily taken for a nuclear bomber, which might 
push us to a fateful step? And all the more so since 
the U.S. Government and Pentagon long ago de- 
clared that you are maintaining a continuous nu- 
clear bomber patrol. Therefore, you can imagine 
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Bei moxete ce6e mpescTaBHTb, KaKyl0 OT- 
BETCTBCHHOCTE Bi Gepete Ha ce6a, Oco- 
GeHHO cefyac, B TaKOe TPEBOXHOE BPeMsA, 
KOTOpPOe MbI NepexXHBaeM C BaMH. 

A Gbi NpOCHA NpaBHAbHO 3TO OLCHHTb H 
NIPHHATL COOTBCTCTBYIOUIMe Mepbi, YTOObI 
3TO He NOCAYXHIO NPOBOKalHeH K pa3BA3bI- 
BaHHtO BOHHbI. 

A Gbi xoTen Takxe BbICKa3aTb Bam cre- 
myroujee noxenaHHe. KoneyHo, 3TO AeN0 
KkyGuuckoro Hapoma. Y Bac HeT ceiyac 
JMIMLIOMaTHYCCKHX OTHOWICHHH, HO A YeEpe3 
CBOHX O*HLEPOB, KOTOPbie HaXOMATCA Ha 
Ky6e, HMe10 HOHECEHHA, YTO MPAaKTHKYHOTCA 
NONCTbI AaMCPHKAHCKHX CaMOJICTOB Hall 
Ky6on. 

Mbi 3aHHTepecoBaHbI B TOM, 4TOObI 
Boo6ule B MHpe He 6bLI0 BOKHBI HK YTOObI 
KyOuHckHa Hapom xHN cnoKOHHO. Ho, 
Kpome Toro, r-H [Ipe3sumenT, He CeKpeT, 4TO 
MbI HMCeM CBOHX JHOMeH Ha Ky6e. [lo noro- 
BOpy C KYOMHCKHM [paBHTCbCTBOM MbI 
HMCCM TaM O*HLeCpOB, HHCTPyKTOPOB, KO- 
Topple o6yyaroT KkyOuHues, GONbUTyIO 4aCTL 
MpOCTbIX HOMeH: CNeUMaNMCTOB, arpoHo- 
MOB, 300TCXHHKOB, KPPHTaTOpoB, MeHOpa- 
TOpos, mpocro pa6bouHx, TpPakTOPHCTOB u 
apyrux. Mei 3a60THMCA O HHX. 

A 6bi mpocun Bac, r-n I[lpesnzenr, 
y4ecTb, 4TO HapylileHHe BO3LyWIHOTO NMpo- 
crpanctsa Ky6bi amepHKaHCKHMH Camore- 
TaMH TaKXKe MOXKCT HMCTb ONACHbie NOCHeA- 
craua. HK ecau Boi He xoTuTe 3TOrO, Tora He 
cnenosano Obi faBaTb moBosa K TOMY, 
¥TOG6bI CO3MaBaaCh ONACHAA CHTYAllHA. 

Mbi ceftuac 2OMXKHbI GbITh OHS OCTO- 
POXHbI H He MeNaTb TAKHX WaroB, KOTOPbie 
He MpHHecyT NONb3bI OGOpoHe rocyapcTs, 
BOBJICYCHHbIX B KOH@AMKT, a JHUIb MOryT 
BbI3bIBaTh PasipaxkeHHe MW faxKe ABHTLCA 
nposokauned 1.18 poxosoro wara. [lostomy 
MbI JOJ-KHbI NPOSBHTb TPe3BOCTb, pa3ym- 
HOCTb H BO3MCPXATLCA OT TAKMX WaPo. 

Msi uweHumM MHP, MOXKeT ObITL, taxe 
Gonbule, 4eM APyrve Haposbl, NOTOMY 4YTC 
MbI NepexKWJIM CTpallHyto BodHy c PuTnepom. 


the responsibility you are assuming, especially 
now, when we are living through such anxious 
times. 


[I should like to ask you to assess this correctly 


and to take steps accordingly, to prevent it from 
serving as a provocation to touch off a war.}' 


I should like to express the following wish: it 
concerns the Cuban people. You do not have dip- 
lomatic relations. But through my officers in 
Cuba, I have reports that American planes are 
making flights over Cuba. 


We are interested that there should be no war in 
the world, and that the Cuban people should live 
in peace. And besides, Mr. President, it is no se- 
cret that we have our people in Cuba. Under such 
a treaty with the Cuban Government we have sent 
there officers, instructors, mostly plain people: 
tors, land reclamation specialists, plain workers, 
tractor drivers, and others. We are concerned 
about them. 


I should like you to consider, Mr. President, 
that violation of Cuban airspace by American 
planes could also lead to dangerous conse- 
quences. And if you du not want this to happen, it 
would better if no cause is given for a dangerous 
situation to arise. 


We must be careful now and refrain from any 
steps which would not be useful to the defense of 
the states involved in the conflict, which could 
only cause irritation and even serve as a provoca- 
tion for a fateful step. Therefore, we must display 
sanity, reason, and refrain from such steps. 


We value peace perhaps even more than other 
peoples because we went through a terrible war 
with Hitler. But our people will not falter in the 


‘This paragraph was omitted from initial translation 
but was included in version published in Bulletin, Nov. 
19, 1973, p. 653. 
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Ho Halll Hapog He AporHeT nepey 1106bIM 
HCIIbIT@aHHeM, Halll HApOl MOBEpACT CBOeMY 
MpaBHTeJLCTBY, a MbI 3aBeEpseM CBOM Hapon 
H MHpoByl0 OGulecTBeHHOCTL, 4TO CoBeTc- 
KOe MpaBUTeJILCTBO He JacT ceOa CNPOBOLIH- 
posaTs. Ho ecav NpoBOKaTOpbi pa3BaAxKYT 
BOHHY , TO OHH He YALYT OT OTBCTCTBCHHOCTH 
H OT TAXKECNbIX NMOCHCACTBHA, KOTOpbiIc 
mpHHeceT HM BOHHa. Ho mbi y6exTeHbI B 
TOM, 4TO noGexHT pa3yM, BOMHa He OyneT 
pa3spa3ana wu GyneT oGecneyeH Mup Hu G6e3- 
ONAaCHOCTb Haponos. 

B c6a3u c BefyuMMCcaA Celiuac NneperoBo- 
pamu u. 0. Tenepanbuoro cexpetapa r-Ha 
Tawa c mpencraputenamu CopetcKoro 
Cowws3a, Coegunennpix Iiltatos AMepuku x 
Pecny6nuxu Ky6a Copetcxoe mnpasn- 
TeABCTBO HanpaBHno B Hbw-Mopx nepsoro 
3aMeCCTHTCAA HHOCTPaHHbix a¢/ 
CCCP B. B. Ky3Heuosa ana oka3anna co- 
neficrsusa r-Hy Tany 8 ero GnraropomHbix 
yCHAHAX, HalpaRAecHHbIX K JIHKBHallHH 
CAOXKHBIWETOCA ONACHOTO NONOXKeHHA. 


C yBaxennem k Bam 
H. Xpyuies 


Kennedy Message of October 28, 1962' 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I am replying at once to your broadcast 
message of October twenty-eight, even 
though the official text has not yet reached 
me, because of the great importance I attach 
to moving forward promptly to the settle- 
ment of the Cuban crisis. I think that you and 
I, with our heavy responsibilities for the 
maintenance of peace, were aware that de- 
velopments were approaching a point where 
events could have become unmanageable. 


"English text from Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, pp. 654-55; 
text delivered to Sovembassy Washington and released to 
press at 4:35 p.m. Washington time on Oct. 28, 1962, and 
transmitted by DOS to Amembassy Moscow at 5:03 p.m. 
Washington time on Oct. 28, 1962; text delivered to MFA 
Moscow at 6:10 a.m. Moscow time on Oct. 29, 1962; Rus- 
sian text as translated by MFA. 


> 


> 


face of any test. Our people trust their Govern- 
ment, and we assure our people and world public 
opinion that the Soviet Government will not allow 
itself to be provoked. But if the provocateurs un- 
leash a war, they will not evade responsibility and 
the grave consequences a war would bring upon 
them. But we are confident that reason will tri- 
umph, that war will not be unleashed and peace 
and the security of the peoples will be insured. 


In connection with the current negotiations be- 
tween Acting Secretary General U Thant and rep- 
resentatives of the Soviet Union, the United 
States, and the Republic of Cuba, the Soviet Gov- 
ernment has sent First Deputy Foreign Minister 
V. V. Kuznetsov to New York to help U Thant in 
his noble efforts aimed at eliminating the present 
dangerous situation. 


Respectfully yours, 
N. Khrushchev 


Yesaxaembix r-H [peacenateap! 


A cpasy «xe oTsevaw Ha Bawe mocnanne OT 
28 oxTaOpa, NepemaHHoe NO palHO, XOTA A eule 
He NOAYYHA OCHUNANbHOFO TeKCTa, TAK Kak NpH- 
alo OrpoOMHoe 3HaYeHHe TOMY, YTOGBI ReACTBO- 
BaTb ObICTpO B UeAAX paspewennsa KyGuHCKOrO 
Kpu3nca.’ 

A aymatw, «To Boi # & pH TOM OrpOMHO! oOT- 
BETCTBCHHOCTH, KOTOPy!O MbI HeCceM 3a Nomep- 
wane MMpa, CO3HaBaNH, 4TO COOLITHR NpHOAH- 
XKAJIMCh K TAKOMY NONOXCHHW), KOTMA OHM MOTAK 
BbIATH M3-NON KOHTpoNA.” 


*The Russian translation introduced a paragraph 
break here. 


So I welcome this message and consider it an 
important contribution to peace. 

The distinguished efforts of Acting Secre- 
tary General U Thant have greatly facilitated 
both our tasks. I consider my letter to you of 
October twenty-seventh and your reply of to- 
day as firm undertakings on the part of both 
our governments which should be promptly 
carried out. I hope that the necessary mea- 
sures can at once be taken through the 
United Nations, as your message says, so 
that the United States in turn will be able to 
remove' the quarantine measures now in ef- 
fect. I have already made arrangements to 


report all these matters to the Organization 
of American States, whose members share a 


deep interest in a genuine peace in tne Carib- 
bean area. 

You referred in your letter to a violation of 
your frontier by an American aircraft in the 
area of the Chukotsk Peninsula. I have 
learned that this plane, without arms or pho- 
tographic equipment, was engaged in an air 
sampling mission in connection with your nu- 
clear tests. Its course was direct from Eielson 
Air Force Base in Alaska to the North Pole 
and return. In turning south, the pilot made a 
serious navigational error which carried him 
over Soviet territory. He immediately made 
an emergency call on open radio for naviga- 
tional assistance and was guided back to his 
home base by the most direct route. I regret 
this incident and will see to it that every pre- 
caution is taken to prevent recurrence. 


Mr. Chairman, both of our countries have 
great unfinished tasks and I know that your 
people as well as those of the United States 
can ask for nothing better than to pursue 
them free from the fear of war. Modern sci- 
ence and technology have given us the possi- 
bility of making labor fruitful beyond any- 
thing that could have been dreamed of a few 
decades ago. 


' As transmitted to Moscow, the text read “in turn can 
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Ilostomy 8 npuseTcTsyto Bawe nocnanne nu 
C4HTalO CTO BAKHbIM BKNa#0M B AeNO OGecne- 
4YeCHHS MHPa. 

TloxpaabHbie yCHAKA HCNOAHSIOUICTO O6s3aH- 
HOCTH reHepanbHoro cekpetapa Y Tana 3Ha4H- 
TeabHo OGnerunan Bawy “ Mow 3ana4y. A pac- 
CMaTpMBalo CBOe NHCbMO Bam oT 27 oxtTa6pa Hu 
Baw ceroguawHuh OTBeT Kak Tsepabie OGs3a- 
TeacTsa OGOHX HalHX NMpaBHTeALCTB, KOTOPbie 
cnenyet 6bictpo ocyuiecTBHTS.” 

A wanewcs, yo MOKHO GyneT Yepe3 Oprann- 


“sammo OGveannennnix Hauyi nemeanenno 


MPHHATS HCOOXOAMMbIC MEPbi, Kak TOBOPHTCA B 
Bawem nocnanun, c Tem, 4ToGni Coeannennpie 
ItaTei 8 CBOWO OYepenb GbLAK B COCTORHMH OT- 
MCHHTb OCYUICCTBAReMBbIC Cemuac MepbI Ka- 
paHTuna. A yxe oTMaN pacnopaxenne O TOM, 
¥TOGbI AONOAMTE O60 BCEX 3THX BONpocax Op- 


BalJMMH AICPHbIMHK KCNbITAaHHAMH. Ero kypc npo- 
Neral NPAMO C BOCHHO-BO3IMYUIHOR 6a3b1 DANCOH 
wa Anackxe, k Cesepnomy nomiocy # o6paTHo. 
Iipw mosopote Ha tor ACTYHK AONYCTHA Cepbes- 
HY}O HABHTalHOHHyW OWNOKY, B Ne3yALTaTe KO- 
TOPOR OH OKa3aJICR Hal COBETCKON TeppHrTOpHeR. 
Ok HEMeAACHHO 3aNPOCHA NO OTKPbITOMy paaHo 
CPO4HYWO HABHTalMOHHY!O NMOMOULL, K Cro KpaT- 
yahwium fyTem HanpaBHAM Ha ero HCKORMHYIO 
6asy. A comanew 06 sTOmM MHUMMEHTe H NO3Aa- 
6ovych 0 TOM, 4YTOGb! GbLIM NPHHATHI BCe MepBI 
NPCAOCTOPOAHOCTH LIA MpeAOTBPAleHKHA ero 
NOBTOPeHHA. 

T- Tipeacenatens! Nepean oG6eumn naummn 
CTpaHaMH CTORT BaKHbI€ 3afa4H, KOTOpbiC 
MNPCACTONT 3ABEPUINTL, M A BHAI, YTO KaK Ball 
Hapoa, Tak # Hapon Coenmuennpix Ltatos He 
wenawT HHYerO AyYWwerO, Kak NMpomoAKaTe 
BhINOAHCHHE ITHX 3afa4, HE ONACAACh BOMHDI. 
Cospemennas Hayka M TeEXHMKa aH HaM BO3- 
MOXKHOCTh CCAaTb TPYA TAKMM MAOAOTBOPHbIM, 
“TO BCETO ANU HECKOABKO MCCRTHACTHA Hasan 
06 3TOM Herb3a GhinO MaKe H MCUTaTb. 


The Russian translation introduced a paragraph 
break here. 
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I agree with you that we must devote ur- 
gent attention to the problem of disarma- 
ment, as it relates to the whole world and also 
to critical areas. Perhaps now, as we step 
back from danger, we can together make real 
progress in this vital field. | think we should 
give priority to questions relating to the pro- 
liferation of nuclear weapons, on earth and 
in Outer space, and to the great effort for a 
nuclear test ban. But we should also work 
hard to see if wider measures of disarmament 
can be agreed and put into operation at an 
early date. The United States government 
will be prepared to discuss these questions 
urgently, and in a constructive spirit, at 
Geneva or elsewhere. 


John F. Kennedy 


Khrushev [sic] Confidential 
Message of October 28, 1962' 


Ye3xaembii, r-H [I]pesnzenr, 


Mocon Jlo6ppinnn coo6ui MHe 0 pa3ro- 
Bope c Po6eprom Kennean, CocToaBulieMca 
27 oxta6pa. B stom pasrosope PoGept Ken- 
HeAM COCNaJICA Ha TO, ¥TO A198 Bac B HacToR- 
ulee BPEMA 3ATPYAHHTeCAbHO NyGAMYHO 06- 
CyAKMaTb BONPOC O AMKBHAAlKK aMepHKaH- 
CKMX pakeTHbIx 6a3 8B Typunn BBHAYy Toro, 
¥TO pasMeueHHe TakHx 6a3 B Typunn 6bin0 
odopmaeno peusennem Coseta HATO. 

Beuia momvepKHyTa Takxe TOTOBHOCTL 
AOTOBOPHTLCA KH NO ITOMY BONPOcy, NocTaB- 
neHHOMy B MOeM NocnaHHH K Bam oT 27 
oxTa6pa. [Ipx stom PoGept Kennean cKka- 
3aN, YTO AAA MIbATHA TAKHX 6a3 H3 Typunn 
noTpe6Gosanocn 6b 4-5 mecaues. Beipaxe- 
HO 6bLIO fanee NoxeNaHHe, YTOOLI NpoAON- 
XKHTb OOMCH MHCHKAMH MexIY Bam W MHOIO 
nO JaHHOMy BOMpocy Yepe3 nocpencTBO Po- 
6epr Kennean uw copnocaa 4 YTOObI OOMeH 
MHCHHAMH 10 3TOMY BONpPOCcy C4HTaTb 


KOH@HACHUMAbHbIM. 


"Russian text, drafted Oct. 28, 1962, was dispatched 
at 5:15 a.m. Moscow time on Oct. 29, 1962, to Sovem- 
bassy Washington with instructions to the Ambassador 
to forward it to Robert Kennedy, which he did on Oct. 
29. On October 30, Robert Kennedy called Amb. Do- 
brynin to his office to say that the President reaffirmed 
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A coraaacen c Bamm, 4TO Mbi 2022KHBI CPOUHO 
JaHATECR NPOGACMOR PaIOPYACHHR B Ce BCEMHD- 
HOM achiekTe, 2 TaKAKE B ACNEKTe KPHTHYCCKHX 
patonos. Moxet GbiTb, Tenepb, Korma MbI OT- 
XOMMM OT OMA@CHOCTH, Mbi cMOoxeM coo6ula 
AOGHTLCA PeaAbHOTO Mporpecca B ITOR AMIHCHHO 
saxHok oGnacTH. A aymaw, 4TO Ham CreRyeT 
NPCAOCTABHTh NPHOPHTET BONPOCaM, CBR3aHHbIM 
C PaCNPOCTPaHcHHeM ALCPHOTO OPyAHA Ha 3eM- 


Iipasuteanctso Coeannennpix Uratos Gynet 
FrOTOBO CPO4HO MH B KOHCTPYKTHBHOM gyxe 06- 
CYAMTb 3TH BONpOCh! B Kenese nan rae-anGo B 
apyrom mecTe. 


IL«on ®. Kennean 


Dear Mr. President, 


Ambassador Dobrynin has apprised me of his 
conversation with Robert Kennedy which took 
place on October 27. In this conversation Robert 
Kennedy said that it is somewhat difficult for you 
at the present time to publicly discuss the question 
of eliminating the US missile bases in Turkey be- 
cause of the fact that the stationing of those bases 
in Turkey was formalized through a NATO Coun- 
cil decision. 


Readiness to agree on this issue that I raised in 
my message to you of October 27 was also empha- 
sized. In this context Robert Kennedy said that re- 
moval of those bases from Turkey would take 4 to 
5 months. Furthermore, a wish was expressed that 
exchanges of views on this matter between you 
and I should continue through Robert Kennedy 
and the Soviet Ambassador, and that these ex- 
changes should be considered confidential. 


the accord on dismantling the US missile bases in Turkey 
but refused to formalize the accord in any letters and 
therefore requested that the Khrushchev letter be taken 
back, which the Ambassador did. See Foreign Policy 
Archives of the Russian Federation (hereafter, FPA 
RF), f. 059, i. 46, f. 20, d. 95, p. 87. The English version 
is an unofficial translation furnished by the Russian 
Embassy. 


Coraacen Ha TO, 4ToObI pasroBop Ha 3Ty 
TeMy MCAAY HaMH MPOMOAAHTS B KOHGH- 
ACHUMAaAbHOM nopaake Yepe3 PoGepta Ken- 
HeaM H CoBeTCKOrO nocna B Bawunrrone 
Jlo6peimnna. Bei, hapepHoe, 3ameTHAK, 4TO 
B MOeM NocaaHnH K Bam oT 28 oxta6pa, ko- 
Topoe NpeswasHayanoc, 118 HeEMeICHHOTO 
ONYAMKOBAHHA, A JTOTO BOMPOCa He CTABHA KH 
He CT@BH HCKAKOYHTCABHO NOTOMY, 4TO 
yunTbisan 3To Bawe noxenanne, nepenan- 
Hoe ¥epe3 Po6eptra Kennean. Ho ace npea- 
NOKCHHA, KOTOPbIC OLIN MHOW HIIOKCHbI 
B 9TOM NOcAaHHH, OLLIM CaenaHbi C y4YeTOM 
Toro, ¥To Bamu aaHo cornacne Ha pewenne 
sonpoca o Bawmx pakeTubix 6a3ax 8 Typunn 
B COOTBCTCTBHH C TEM, 4TO MHOHW ObLIO CKa- 
3aHo B nocnanHn OT 27 OKTAOpa HM 4YTO Cc 
Bawea croponbi 6b1i10 3aasneHo Po6eprom 
Kennean 8 Geceae c nocnom Jlo6ppinnibim B 
TOT Ke ACH. 

A spipaxaw Bam Gonburyo npu3HaTenb- 
HOcTB, 4TO Bhi NOpy4HAH BbICKa3aTh 9TH 
MbiCaH CBOoemy Opaty P. Kennean. 

Beipaxat nanexay, r-4 [pesnaent, 4ro 
AOTOBOPeCHHOCTL KH NO 3TOMY BONPpocy GyneT 
O3Ha4aTb War, K pH TOM MaNneKO HeMano- 
BaXKHbIA, B ACI PasIpaAAKM MCAUIYHAPOAHOR 
HaNPAXKeHHOCTH KM HaNpPsxKeCHHOCTH MCAKY 
ABYMA HaluMMM AepxXaBaMH. A 9TO B CBOIO 
oO4ePeAb MOXET NOCAYAMTL XOPOUWIMM TON4- 
KOM K pellicHHO ApyrHx BONMpocos, Ka- 
caiounxca Kak GesonacHocTn Esponsi, Tax 
HB COM MCAAYHAPOAHOR OOCTAHOBKH. 

r-4 I[Ipesmaent, Kpu3nc, KoTopbii Mbt 
c Bamm nepexHav, MOXeT BHOBL NOBTO- 
puTLca. ITO TroBOpHT O TOM, 4¥TO Hafo 
pewaTb BONPOChI, B KOTOPbIX 3a70KCHO 


'The Russian text showed that the words «ny6n4- 
Horo nH» (“publicly and”) originally preceding the word 
«<OTKpITOro» (“openly”) had been crossed out by pen. 

The Russian text showed that the words «To a» had 
been replaced by “#1.” 
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I feel I must state to you that I do understand 
the delicacy involved for you in an open consider- 
ation of the issue of eliminating the US missile 
bases in Turkey. I take into account the complex- 
ity of this rssue and | believe you are night about 
not wishing to publicly discuss it. I agree that our 
discussion of this subject be pursued confidential- 
ly through Robert Kennedy and the Soviet Am- 
bassador in Washington. You may have noticed 
that in my message to you on October 28, which 
was to be published immediately, I did not raise 
this question—precisely because I was mindful of 
your wish conveyed through Robert Kennedy. 
But all the proposals that I presented in that mes- 
sage took into account the fact that you had 
agreed to resolve, [sic] the matter of your missile 
bases in Turkey consistent with what I had said in 
my message of October 27 and what you stated 
through Robert Kennedy in his meeting with Am- 
bassador Dobrynin on the same day. 


I express my great appreciation to you for hav- 
ing instructed your brother R. Kennedy to convey 
those thoughts. 

I hope, Mr. President, that agreement on this 
matter, too, shall be a no small step advancing the 
cause of relaxation of international tensions and 
the tensions between our two powers. And that in 
turn can provide a good impetus to resolving other 
issues concerning both the security of Europe and 
the international situation as a whole. 


Mr. President, the crisis that we have gone 
through may repeat again. This means that we 
need to address the issues which contain too 


CAMWUKOM MHOTO ropioyero MaTepHana. Ko- 
He4HO, peulaTL He celtuac. Bugumo, Tpe- 
GyeTca HeKOTOpOe Bpemsa, YTOObI OCTBLIN 
crpactu. Ho oTKnagbipaTb pewieHne 3THX 
BONPOCOB HCNb3A, Tak Kak NPOMOAKeHHe Ta- 
KOTO NOAOKeHHA TaHT B CeGe MHOTO HCH3- 
BecTHOrO H ONaCcHOrO. 


C yBaxennem 
H. Xpyuies 


Khrushchev Letter of October 30, 1962' 
Yesaxaembié r-n [pesuaenr, 


Xovy Bam KOnc>HACHUMANbHO BbICKa3aTb 
HeKOTOpbie COOGpaKeHHA, KOTOPbiC, CCAM 
6s: Bai cormacnance C HHMH, MOraAH 6bI, NO 
MOCMY MHCHHIO, NOC AKKTb Hallemy OGuIeMy 
aeny — ckopedweh AMKBHAALIMK O-CTaTKOB 
onacHoro KPH3HCa, KOTOPbIA MbI C BaMH B 
OCHOBHOM JMKBHAMpOBaK. ITO NoMOrNO Obi 
Ckopee 3aBepuIMT. yperynnposanne, 4YTOObI 
XKV3Hb BOULIA B HOPMAIbHYWO KONCW. 

Iipexae scero # xoTen Gbi BbICKa3aTb NO- 
xenanne 0 TOM, 4TOG6bI Bei yxe Teneps oT- 
Ka3aJIMCh OT KAPaHTHHA, He JOKMMAACh BBC- 
ACHHA B AeACTBHE NpOUcAypbi MO AOCMOTPYy 
xopa6ach, 0 KOTOpOR Oba AOCTUrHYTA AO- 
rosopenHoctTs. Dro 6bii0 6bi c Bawes cro- 
POHbI OYeHL pasyMHoO. Boi camH NOHMMAaeTE, 


4TO KapanTHH CakTHYCCKH HHYETO He MacT, 
Tak Kak Ha KOpaOAAXx, KOTOpbie Cefuac HAYT 
na Ky6y, nocne Toro Kak Mbi AOTOBOpHAHCL 
O BbIBO3e HAalIMX pakeT c Ky6ni1, — ecrect- 


"Russian text telegraphed from Moscow at 7:45 a.m. 
Moscow time on Oct. 31, 1962, ee 
ton with instructions to deliver an 
sion to Rabert Kennedy for the eyes of the President 
(considerable portions of the end of this version were 
handwritten); English translation in possession of the 
DOS appears to be Sovembassy translation. In January 
1992, the US and Russian governments jointly an- 
nounced the release of this document. 
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much explosive material. Not right away, of 
course. Apparently, it will take some time for the 
passions to cool down. But we cannot delay the so- 
lution to these issues, for continuation of this situ- 
ation is frought [sic] with many uncertainties and 
dangers. 


Sincerely, 
N. Khrushchev 


Dear Mr. President: 


I want to convey to you confidentially 
some considerations which, if you agree with 
them, could serve, in my opinion, our com- 
mon cause, that is, prompt elimination of the 
remnants of the dangerous crisis which you 
and we have in the main liquidated. This 
would help to finalize the settlement more 
quickly so that life would resume its normal 


pace. 

First of all, I would like to express a wish 
that you already now remove the quarantine 
without waiting for the procedure for the 
inspection of ships on which an agreement 
has been reached to be put into effect. It 
would be very reasonable on your part. You 
yourself realize that the quarantine will in 
fact accomplish nothing since those ships 
that are now heading for Cuba naturally, 
after we have agreed on the removal of our 
missiles from Cuba, do not carry not only 
any offensive weapons, but, as I have al- 
ready stated it publicly and informed you 
confidentially, any weapons at all. Immedi- 
ate lift of the quarantine would be a good 
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KpaujeHwe KapaHTHHa ObiI0 Obi XOpoUMM 
xecrom. On 6bui Obi OeHeH MH HaMH H 


HOWCHHA MCKAY TOCyAapcTBaMH, MCX 
HaMH M BamMH HM KyGof m yrHeTaioule sci- 
CTBYCT Ha MHPOBYWO OOUICCTBCHHOCT, KOTO- 
pas xorena 6b nonHOw paspanku. Bb 
HHYerO He NoOTepsNHK 6bI, HO B OOuIeCTBCH- 
HOM MHCHHH TOJbKO Obi BLIHTpanH. 

C apyroa CTopoubi, HeMeeHHad OTMCHa 
KapaHTHHa ana Obl HaM BO3MOXHOCTL 
HCNOAB3OBaTb HaluH KOpaGlH, HaxOomAUHe- 
ca Ha momcrymax k Ky6e, Ana BbIBO3KH 
OpyxXHA, KOTOPOe Cefuac JEMOHTUpyeTCA, — 
a RyYMalo, 4YTO OHO YC ACMOHTHPOBAHO. 
Tlocne pasrpy3km Kopa6nef Ha HX MOXKHO 


6bL10 Obi NOMPy3HTb ACMOHTHPOBAaHHOe Opy- 
xKHe HK OTHpaBHTE ero B CoseTcKnii Cows. 


Kone4Ho, HeBO3MOXHO NOCcHe AMKBH- 
aun KPH3HCa NpomonKaTh GnOKany Hu 
AHCKPHMMHAalMIO B TOProBsie HK CBA3aX. ITO 
pce Hamo CHaTb. Bei xe, Kak MbI 3HaeM, 
NpeANPHHANK Mepbi M OKa3aiM MaBNICHHe Ha 
CBOHX COHKO3HHKOB HM Ha ~ApyrHe CTpanbl, 
y¥TOObI MaxKe He MaBanOch paspeweHHA Ha 
nponeT rpaxkMaHCKHX, MaccaxKHPCKHX CaMo- 
netos. Heyxenu Boi aeiicrauTenbHo Ay- 
maere, 4To Ma-18 peseT Kakne-To CpencTBa 
YHHYTOXCHHA? ITO *Ke CMCLUIHO. 

Boe 3To menaetca He ana oGecneyeHna 
Geso0nacHOCcTH, a B KkayecTBe OyNaBOUHbIX 
YKONOB, 4TO He MOXCT He BbI3bIBaTb Paszipa- 
XKCHHA H YXYAMUCHHA HalMX OTHOWCHHA. 3a- 
4¥em 3TO nenaTL? Komy 3To HyxKHO? Dro 
HYXHO TOABKO arpeccHBHbIM CH1aM, YTOObI 
B3IBHH4YMBATL HCPBbI MH TEM CaMbIM JOCTHT- 
HYTb CBOCH LICH — CTOAKHYTb MHP B Mpo- 
nacTh TEPMOAACPHOR BOMHbI. 

[ostomy # nonaraw, 4To r-x [ipesunent 
npaBHAbHO MCHA NOMeT KH CAenaeT COOT- 
BCTCTBYIOUIME BbIBOMbI, HaNpaBACHHbie K 
pacumcTke myTea AAA yAy4UeHHA OTHO- 
WeHHA MCKAY HALIMMK POCyapcTBaMH. 

Cnenyioumai ponpoc. A ne 3Haio, kak Boi 
9TO OUecHHTe, HO ecan 6b! Boi Gein yxe 
cefiuac TroTOBbI OOBABHTh O AMKBHAALUMH 
sawed 6a3n1 B 'yantanamo, TO 3TO Obin Obi 


aKT, KOTOpBIA fan Obi MHpoBOA OOUIeCTBCH- 


gesture. It would be appreciated both by us 
and world public opinion as a major step to 
speed up liquidation of the aftereffects of the 
crisis. For practical purposes the quarantine 
is of no use to you, but being a manifestation 
of the crisis, it continues to poison relations 
among states, relations between you and us 
and Cuba and produces a depressing effect 
on worid public opinion which would like to 
see a complete relaxation. You would lose 
nothing but you would score a gain as far as 
public opinion is concerned. 

On the other hand, immediate lift of the 
quarantine would give us an opportunity to 
use our ships that are approaching Cuba to 
take out the weapons which are being dis- 
mantled now and, I think, have been already 
dismantled weapons could be loaded on 
them and shipped to the Soviet Union. 


Naturally, after the elimination of the cri- 
sis it is impossible to continue the blocade 
[sic] and discrimination in trade and commu- 
nications. All this must be done away with. 
But you, as we know, undertook measures 
and put pressure on your allies and other 
countries so that even flights of civilian pas- 
senger planes be not permitted. Do you real- 
ly think that IL-18 carries any means of de- 
struction? This is laughable. 


All this is being done not to ensure secur- 
ity, but as pinpricks and cannot but cause irri- 
tation and worsening of our relations. Why 
should it be done? Who needs it? It serves 
only the aggressive forces to strain nerves 
and thus to reach their goal which is to push 
the world into the abyss of a thermonuclear 
war. 


Therefore I believe, that you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, will understand me correctly and will 
draw appropriate conclusions aimed at clear- 
ing the way for bettering the relations be- 
tween our states. 

Next question. I do not know what you will 
think about it but if you were prepared al- 
ready now to proclaim the liquidation of your 
base in Guantanamo, this would be an act 
which would give world public opinion real 
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HOCTH JCHCTBHTCAbHOe YAOBNCTBOpeHHe HK 
cnocoGcTsosan Obl pa3paake HanlpsaxKcH- 
HocTH. A zymakw, 4To Bei camn NOHMMaeTe, 
KaKOe 3Ha4CHHe MOXCT MMCTb Cef4ac Oa3a B 


MpoTHB Koro 3Ta 6a3a HaNpaBreHa, KaKHM 
UCAAM OHA CYT, OT KOTO OHA MOET O6e- 
peraTs noncrynbi k Amepuke? A we suxy 
CHA, KOTOpbie yrpoxanu Obi AmepuKke c 
3Toro HanpasnAeHna. CnenosaTenbHo, Ga3a 
B ' yaHTaHamo — TombKo 6Gpems 118 Baue©ro 
GromxeTa, a camoe raaBHoe — Gonbilioe 
G6pema MOpasbHOrO XapakTepa 118 NOAMTH- 
yecxux geateneh CIA. Benb sce nonn- 
MaioT, 4TO PyHKuMH 6a3bi BD yaHTanamo — 
fla TaK OHO HK CCTb — arpeccuBHbic, a He O60- 
POHHMTCJbHbIC. 

Boi 3HaeTe Hallly NO3IMUMIO B OTHOLUCHHH 
6a3. Mai sooGuie npoTus BoeHHBIx 6a3, 
ROITOMY AMKBHAMPOBaAK Te CBOK Oa3bI, KO- 
Toppie Gb 8 Dunasnann u Kurtac, u 
C4HTaeM, 4TO NOCTYNHAM NpaBHAbHO. DITO 
ObLI aKT, CBHACTCALCTBYIOUIMA O HalInXx 
noGppix Hamepenuax B Aene OGecneyeHHA 


MHPHOTO COCYUICCTBOBaHHA. ITHM MbI He 
ocnaGunn CBOHX BO3IMOKHOCTeH NO OGo- 


poHe, HO NOMHANH CBO MOPaNbHbIA Mpe- 
CTHX& y Haponos Bcero Mupa. Tem Gonee 3T0 
NpaBHAbHO Ceuac, KOTMa MMCIOTCA COBep- 
WeHHbIC CPeACTBa BOMHbI, AaNbHOCTL 
ACHCTBHA HK PaIpyUINTeAbHAA CHA KOTOPbIX 
HACTONbKO BCAMKH, YTO HMKAaKHe Oa3bi HH B 
KakO# CTeneHH He MOTH ObI HX 3AMCHHTD. 

Dro Gbina 6b H XOpouaA NOATOTOBKAa K 
aorosopenHocTn Haweh c Bamu no AMKBH- 
faunn Boobule BCeX BOCHHbIX 6a3, TAK Kak 
BOCHHBIC Oa3bl yYTPaTHAM CBOe 3HAaYCHHe 
ceftuac. Dro ne Mon cnosa. Bai camn, no- 
mMOeMy, TroBOpHH HM faxke nyOAM4HO 3a- 
apnann, “TO Bol xOTHTe COKpalllaTh CBOH 
BocHHbIe Ga3bi. O6 sTom ropopun Boyac u 
Apyrne, 4 OHH NpaBHAbHO TOBOpHAM. 

Taxo# Baw war 611 6b BLICOKO OUeHeH 
MHPOBOR OOUICCTBCHHOCTBIO. 

Xoren 6b Bam Bbicka3aT. MH Cnemyioulee 
caoe coo6paxcuue. 

A wu Mom KonNerH CunTaem, 4TO O6e CTO- 
POHbI MPOABHAM CACPAAHHOCTh KM Pasym- 
HOCTb B AHKBHAAlMH BOCHHOTO KOHDANKTA, 
KOTOPbIA Mor Obi BLLINTLCA B MHPOBy!O Tep- 


satisfaction and would contribute to the eas- 
ing of tension. I think that you yourself real- 
ize what significance the base in Guanta- 
namo may have now after your statement 
that you do not pursue the aim of invading 
Cuba. Then the question arises: at whom this 
base is aimed, what purposes does it serve, 
from whom can it guard the approaches to 
America? I do not see forces that can threat- 
en America from that direction. Therefore 
the base in Guantanamo is only a burden for 
your budget, and what is the main thing, it is 
a great burden of a moral nature for political 
leaders in the USA. And everybody realizes 
that the functions of the base in Guantanamo 
—and this is in fact the case—are aggressive , 
not defensive. 


You know our position with regard to the 
bases. We are against military bases in gener- 
al and that’s why we liquidated those our 
bases that we had in Finland and China and 
we think that we acted rightly. That was an 
act that manifested our good intentions in en- 
suring peaceful coexistence. By that we did 
not diminish our defensive capability but 
raised our moral prestige among the peoples 
of all the world. The more true it is now when 
there are perfect means of war the range and 
destructive power of which are so great that 
no bases could in any degree replace them. 


This would be a good preparation to an 
agreement between you and us on the liqui- 
dation of all military bases in general since 
military bases have lost now their impor- 
tance. Those are not my words. I think, you 
yourself said and even stated it publicly that 
you want to reduce the number of your mili- 
tary bases. Of this spoke Bowles and others, 
and they spoke correctly. 

Such your step would be highly appreciat- 
ed by world public. 

I would like also to tell you my following 
consideration. 

My colleagues and I consider that both 
sides have displayed restraint and wisdom in 
liquidating the military conflict which might 
have resulted in a world thermonuclear war. 


moaiepHyl Bolny. A nossonsio ce6e ay- 
MaTb, 4TO Bei, BHAMMO, 3aHMMaNK CRCpxKH- 
BalOUlytO NOIMUMIO B OTHOWICHHMM TeX CHA, 
KOTOpbie CTpagaiK BOCHHbIM 3yn0m. H 3To 
MbI cr's @em. He 3He0, MoxeT GObITL, #2 
HM OUMOAIOCL, HO A CNA STOT BbIBOR Ha 
TOM OCHOBaHHH, 4TO NoAOKeHHe B Bawel 
CTpane Takoe, 4To 3a I]pesuaenTom peulato- 
mee CHOBO, WH CCAM Obi OH 3aHAN KpaiiHylo 
NOSMUMIO, TO CTO ChepAMBATS GbiNI0 Obi He- 
Komy # 6bina 6b! pasBa3ana BowHa. Ho ecan 
3TOTO He CAY4YMAOC KH Mbi Halll PasyMHbIA 
KOMMPOMHCC, B3aMMHO YCTYNMB Apyr Apyry, 
M Ha 3TOM OCHOBE AMKBHIMPOBANH KPHS3HC, 
KOTOpbIi Mor Obi paspa3sHTLCA KaTacTpodon 
TEPMOARCPHOH BOMHbI, TO, BHAMMO, 31eCb 
Bawa pont 6puia chepxneaioulaa. Mbi Tak 
nonaraeM, K ITO Mbi OTMC4aeM HM LICHHM. 

Y ac pa3Hbie CHCTeMbI, H MOR Ponb Obiia 
npowe, 4em y Bac, noTOMy 4TO & He MMeA B 
CBOCM OKPYACHHH MONCH, KOTOPbIe xOTeEAM 
passa3zaT. sofiny. Mon ycunua, nanpas- 
AeHHbIC K AMKBMAALMM KOHGAMKTA, Non- 
ACP AXMBANMCh KAK HAalUJMMM BOCHHbIMH, Tak 
MOHMMH KOJLNCTaMH NO PyKOBOACTBY NapTuen 
H NpaBUTebCTBOM. 

-4 [pesmaent, y Hac cospean ycnoBna j18 
3ABEPLICHHA COTNAWICHHA O NOANKCAHKK O- 
rosopa O NpekpallieHHM MCNbITaHHA TepMoR- 
neproro opyxns. [lo Tpem sujam HcnbrTrannh 
WIM, TAK CKa3aTb, B TPex cchepax y Hac yxe 
ecTh nonHaa AOTOBOpeHHOCTD. Iro — 3a- 
MPeicHHe HCIbITAHHA B BOIYXe , B KOCMOCE MH 
non sonol. Tyt y Hac cefiuac emmHoe MHCHHe, 
H Mbi TOTOBbI NOANMCATD COrNaWeHHe. 

Ho ecTb ellie pacxOXACHHA OTHOCHTEABHO 
NOAICMHbIX B3IPLIBOB. Bein0 6b NnosTOMy 
xopowo, ecav Obi Bei aan ykasanne HaitTH 
KaKOA-TO KOMMPOMKCC B PCLICHHH O 3anpe- 
LICHHH NOAICMHbIX BIPbIBOB , HO Oe3 MHCTICK - 
unn. Ha WHCHeKUMIO MbI He NO#MeEM, 9TO A 
Bam rosoplo npamo 4 oTKposenno. Ecan, 
KOHC4HO, BCCTH 110 K TOMY, 4TOObI 3aTATH- 
BaTb KAM COPlaTh COrnameHHe, TOMA CCT 
CMbICNb HACTAMBaTb Ha MHCNCKUMM 3a NoOA- 
JCMHbIMK B3IPbIBAMH. 

Mbi He MPOBOAHM NOAMBIEMHbIX HCTbI- 
TaHHA, AKU) OAMH Da3 MpoBeAH HW He COOH- 
paemca Gonbue np oBoANTS. MoxerT Gite, 4 
NOABATCA y HAC TaxHe NOTPeGHOCTH Korfa- 
TO B OYAYUIeEM, HO BO BCAKOM Ciy4ae & 3TOTO 


He NpeABMy. 
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I take the liberty to think that you evidently 
held to a restraining position with regard to 
those forces which suffered from militaristic 
itching. And we take a notice of that. I don’t 
know, perhaps, | am wrong, but in this letter 
1 am making the conclusion on the basis that 
in your country the situation is such that the 
decisive word rests with the President and if 
he took an extreme stand there would be no 
one to restrain him and war would be un- 
leashed. But as this did not happen and we 
found a reasonable compromise having 
made mutual concessions to each other and 
explode in the catastrophe of a thermo- 
nuclear war, then, evidently, your role here 
was restraining. We so believe, and we note 
and appreciate it. 

Our systems are different and my role was 
simpler than yours because there were no 
people around me who wanted to unleash 
war. My efforts aimed at eliminating the con- 
flict were supported by both our military men 
and my colleagues in the leadership of the 
party and government. 


Mr. President, we have now conditions 
ripe for finalizing the agreement on signing a 
treaty on cessation of tests of thermonuclear 
weapons. We fully agree with regard to three 
types of tests or, so to say, tests in three envi- 
ronments. This is banning of tests in atmo- 
sphere, in outer space and under water. In 
this respect we are of the same opinion and 
we are ready to sign an agreement. 

But there are still some differences with re- 
gard to underground explosions. Therefore 
it would be good if you gave instructions to 
find a compromise in the decision on the un- 
derground test ban, but withou' inspection. 
We shall not accept inspection, this I say to 
you unequivocally and frankly. Of course, if 
one aims at delaying or torpedoing an agree- 
ment then there is sense in insisting on the in- 
spection of underground explosions. 


We do not carry on underground tests, we 
did it but once and we are not going to do it 
anymore. May be [sic] such a necessity will 
arise sometime in future, but in any case I do 
not envisage it. 


Kana, KOra 2100K NepexHaAK GoABUIO? BON- 
Henue. Iro 6b110 6bi Gombwo# Harpanol 3a 
HanpsKeHHe HEPBOB Hapomos BCeX CTpaH. A 
ayMaio, 4To 4 Baw Hapon nepexMBan Tak xe, 
Kak M BCe HapOsbl, OXMIAR, YTO BOT-BOT pa3- 


pasuTca TepmMosiepHas Boma. A Beab Mbi 
6mm OFeHb Gan3KH K 3TOR Bowe. TlogTOMy 


OTKAMKHYANCh MH NOMMEPXaAK ITO. Mui ro- 
TOBb! AOTOBOPHTLCA KOHCHACHUMANbHO KAK 
xe MO AMMAOMATHYCCKON AKHHM MO 3TOMY 
Bpompocy ¢c TeM, 4TOGLI NOTOM 3TO OGHapo- 
AOBaTL MH HAYaTL NeperoBopLi. Dro Toxe 
cnoco6cTBosar0 6b ocnaGncnMIO Haripa- 
xenna. Muposas OGUIeCTBeHHOCTR C yAOB- 
neTBOpeHHem BocnpHHana Obi, 4TO B MO- 
MCHT KpH3nCca ObLIM CACAaHbI HE TOAbKO 
AcKAapaTMBHbic 3asBNeHHA, HO MM ObLIK 
NPHHATLI ONpenencHHbIe OOs3aTeALCTRA, 
CKPenAecHHbie NOANKCAMH. 

A camoe aysuee 6bin0 Obi — «2 He 3HalO, 
kak Boi Ha 9TO NOCMOTPHTe , — 3TO Pocmyck 
BCAKHX BOCHHMIX GaoKOB. C 9THM Mbi He 
BbICTyNaeM Cehuac, HO panbiuie O6 9TOM ro- 
BOPHAM, XOTA HM Teneps C4HTAaeM, 4TO 9TO 
6ein0 6b camoe pasymHoec. Ho ecan Boi u 
Batuv Com3HHKH elle K ITOMY He TOTOBbI, TO 
Mbi He Hacranpaem. Ho AOnKeH CKa3aTb, 
4TO B UICAAX ONATh Ke AMKBHAALMM Hanpa- 
XKCHHOCTH, ITO GbiN0 Obi OYeHD HONEIHO. 

Mbi AMKBHAMPOBANK CepLesHDIA KPH3HC. 
Ho 4ro6ni 8 Gyayuiem npenBuAcT. HM He AO- 
NYCTHTb BOSHHKHOBCHHA HOBOTO KPH3HCA, C 
KOTOPbIM, MOXKCT ObITh, HCBOIMOAHO GyncT 
cnpasuTeca, Haao Gbino Obi ceftuac yOpaT, 
sce TO B HAlIMX BIAMMOOTHOWCHHAX, YTO 
mMorno 6b NopoANTS HOBBIA KpH3uc. Ka3a- 
noch Obi Cefuac, Korma MbI HMCeM TeEpMo- 
BOAHBIA GAOT HM APyrHe CpeaACTBa, NOROKe- 
uve OGs3bIBAacCT BCe TOCcyAapcTBa, KaxXM0C 
rocyaapcTso co60saTb TakHe HOPMbi N0- 
BCACHHA, KOTOPbie He NOpoxRAaNM GI KOH- 
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It would be very useful to agree on ending 
tests after such strain when people lived 
through great anxiety. It would be a great re- 
ward for the nervous strain suffered by the 
peoples of all countries. I think that your 
people felt as much anxiety as all other peo- 
ples expecting that thermonuclear war would 
break out any moment. And we were very 
close to such war indeed. That is why it would 
be good to give satisfaction to the public 
opinion. This would contribute to easing the 
tension. 

We appreciate it very much that you took 
the initiative and in such a moment of crisis 
stated your readiness to conduct negotiations 
with the purpose of signing a non-aggression 
treaty between the two military blocs. We re- 
sponded and supported it. We are prepared 
to come to an agreement on this question 
confidentially or through diplomatic chan- 
nels and then make it public and start negoti- 
ations. This also would contribute to lessen- 
ing tension. The world public would learn 
with satisfaction that in the moment of crisis 
not only declarative statements were made 
but certain commitments with signatures af- 
fixed were taken as well. 


But the best thing to do would be—I do not 
know how you will look upon it—to disband 
all military blocs. We are not coming up with 
this now though we spoke of this before; 
however we believe now too that this would 
be most reasonable. But if you and your al- 
lies are not ready yet for that we are not 
pressing. However I must say that in the in- 
terests of the same elimination of tension this 
would be greatly useful. 

We have eliminated a serious crisis. But in 
order to forsee [sic] and forstall [sic] appear- 
ance of a new crisis in future which might be 
impossible to cope with everything in our re- 
lations capable of generating a new crisis 
should be erased now. It would seem that 
now when we possess thermonuclear v cap- 
ons, rocket weapons, submarine fleet and 
other means the situation obliges all states, 
every state to adhere to such norms of con- 
duct which would not generate conflicts, to 
say nothing of wars. From our point of view, 


dauxtos « Tem Gonee son. A 3TO MOXHO 
6eim0 (Gbi, C Hause TOYKM 3peHHA, OCcy- 
wecTBHTL. ITo 6bin0 6bi GombUIMM WaroM 
snepel B TO BpemMs, KOTMa MbiI, COOCTBCHHO 
roBopa, elle He pasopyxXMAMCL. A zymaw, 
4TO 3TO GbLN0 GbI He NOTeEpeH, a npHobpe- 
TCHHEM [2A CTOPOHHHKOB MMPHOTO COcy- 
WICCTBOBaHHA; B3aMMHbIM GONaroM, KOTO- 
phim Hacnaxgannct 6b Haponsi CIA u 
APyrux CTpaH, KOTOPbi¢c BXOAAT B BOCHHbIC 
6n0KkH. MOXHO C YBEPCHHOCTbIO TaKXe CKa- 
3aTb, 4YTO 9TO GbINO Obl BLICOKO OUICHCHO 
BCEMH HapomaMH HK 1an0 6b Gombuloe ycno- 
KOCHMe HM YROBACTBOPCHHe AIOAAM, 3aHHTe- 
pecopaHHbim ps oGecneyeHHH mupa. Yxe 
cefuac nano 6bui0 6b Gombe NpPHAOAHTD 
yCHIna K peweHHio NpoGAeMbI pasopy KCHHES. 
He To, 4TOGbi pewiaTL NPHMCHHTeAbHO K O- 
HOMY 9Tally, 4 MMCHHO K AeCHCTBHTCAbHOMY 
peweHnio sce 3TOK NpoGAeMbI. 

B wawimx npeanoxennax 0 sceo6ulem H 
NOAHOM Pa3IOPyKCHMH, KOTOPbie Mbi cAe- 
nav, Mbi y4K HM Bal NOKenaHKa. Haum 
nocnenHMe NpeAAOKCHHA Ha BTOT CCT 
ObLIM BbICKA3aHbI MAHHCTPOM MHOCTPaHHbix 
nen CCCP A. A. Tpomsixo'na XVII ceccnn 
Tenepanpuoh Accam6nen OOH. 91v naw 
NPpeAAOKCHMA CKOPPCKTHPOBAHbI C yYeTOM 
Bax noxKeAaHHA. TO, YTO MbI CUHTAIH pa- 
3YMHbIM, Mbi Y“JIH. 

HM, koweuno, r-4 [ipesnaenr, a Bam onste 
HanOMHMHalO, 4TO HYAKHO PewaTh TepMaHcKHA 
BONpOC, NOTOMY 4TO CACRyYIOUIMA KPHINC H, 
MOXeT ObITL, KPH3HC, He MeHee ONACHbIi, Mo- 
KeT BLIZBATL TepMaHCKHA BONpoc. A rnaB- 
HOe, 4TO TOT KpH3uc OyneT PyMbiM, Kak Bce 
KPH3HCbI ryt. 

Beiia BowHa, COKMANCH ABA TEPMAHCKHX 
rocymapcTsa, a dbakTH4eCKH TPH, KOTOPbIC 
CYUICCTBYIOT CO BPEMCHH OKOH4AHHA BTOPOR 
Mupoeea rote. Mexny HMMM yxe CjO- 
*KHANCL CBOCOGpasHBIe OTHOWCHHR. Ho cy- 
WICCTBYIOT 3TH OTHOUWICHHA — 9KOHOMH- 
yweckHe MH NOANTHYeCKHe — NoTOMY, 4TO 
Tepmancxas flemoxpatwyeckan  Pec- 
nyGauka peryAupyeT ABHxKeHHe NO CBOcH 
TEPPHTOPHH Ha OCHOBE KAKMX-TO Cyppo- 
raTHbIX AOTOROPOB, XOTA 9TH AOTOROPA B 
XKHINK, BOLITY, B NIpakTuKke ye ACHCTBYIOT. 

Kpome Toro, Mbi ¢ Bamu, Hams ManucTp 
MHOCTPaHHbix fen Cc BauMM Tocynapcrsen- 
HbIM CeKpeTapem NO BCeM BOTpPOCaM AO- 
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this is quite obtainable. This would be a big 
step forward at a time when we in effect have 
not yet disarmed. I think that this would be 
not a loss but a gain for the supporters of 
peaceful coexistence, a mutual benefit which 
the peoples of the U.S. and other countries 
participating in military blocs would enjoy. It 
can also be said with confidence that this 
would be highly appreciated by all peoples 
and would give great reassurance and satis- 
faction to people interested in securing 
peace. More efforts should be made already 
now to solve the problem of disarmament. 
To do it with regard not to one stage but to a 
real solution of the whole problem. 


In our proposals on general and complete 
disarmament which we have made we have 
taken into consideration your wishes as well. 
Our recent proposals on this point were ex- 
pressed by the USSR Foreign Minister A.A. 
Gromyko at the XVII session of the U.N. 
General Assembly. In those proposals of 
ours adjustments were made to tak«: into ac- 
count your wishes. What we considered to be 
reasonable we took into consideration. 

And of course, Mr. President, I am again 
reminding you of the necessity to solve the 
German question because next crisis, possi- 
bly of no lesser danger, can be caused by the 
German question. And the main thing is that 
that crisis will be foolish as all crises are. 


There was war, two German states emerged, 
or actually three states, which are in exis- 
tence since the end of World War II. Specific 
relations among them have already devel- 
oped. But these relations—economic and 
political—exist because the German Demo- 
cratic Republic regulates traffic through its 
territory on the basis of some substitutes for 
treaties though in reality, in daily life, in 
practice such treaties are already operative. 


Besides, we and yor, our Foreign Minister 
and your Secretary of State, have agreed on 
all questions. And the only question which 


rosopmimch. HM eaMHCTBCHHBI BOmpoc, KO- 
TOPbiii OCTaNCA HEPCLICHHbIM — 3TO BOMPOC O 
npeObisaHHM Bock B SananHom Bepaune, 
He BooGuIe MaxKe BOMCK, a NOM KAKMM Cbaarom 
3TH BOMCKa GyayT H KaKMX rocymapcTs, pasy- 
MCCTCA, B TEYCHHe ONPeACACHHOTO BPeMcHH. 

Heyxeau Mbi He CMOxKeM C Bamn NOHATL 
9T0? HM komy HyxXHO, 4TOGBI COoxpaHAnOcL, 
HbiHCWIHee HCyperyAMpOBaHHOe NnonOxKe- 
nue? Hu Bam, nu Bausemy Hapony. 9ro ne 8 
HHTepecax HH HallMX, HM BallMX, a He B MHTe- 
pecax HH HallJMX, HH BallHX COW3HHKOB. ITO 
TOALKO AML — A NOBTOPAIO ONATL — B 
MHTepecaX PCBAHUWIMCTCKMX CHI, KOTOPbic 
He XOTAT NPH3HATL TpaHnl uM ycnoBHi, 


sopuTe nyGawuno. Ho 9To yxe maeT He OT 
Toro, kak Bai “#4HO NOHMMacTe NONOKeHHe, 


TOBOPHWINCh NO ITOMY BOTIPOCy — a MbI 3TOTO 
xOTUM, — TO 3TO GbLIO 6b GonbUOn pa- 
AOCTBIO JIA BCEX HAPOMOB, NOTOMY 4TO 3TO 
6buI0 Obl yKperiennem Mupa. 

B mupe eure ocranocs 6bi MHOrO Heype- 
ryAMPOBaHHbIX AeA, HO FAaBHOY Nocre ITOTO 
— na xoTen 61 Bam 9TO CKa3aTb, — BOmMpoc 
o Kutac. 9ro anomanua, 4ro Kuta ne 
sanmmeT cpoero mecta B OOH. Tlono6usie 
aHOMAaAMK Ye CYUICCTBOBAAK B MCTOPHH 
« ObUIH ONPOKMHyTAI xXHoHDIO. Korma 8B 
Amepuke 6bi1a copepuiena wu noGeanna pe- 
BOMOUMA, TO PYCCKHA MMNepaTop ynopcTBO- 
Ban 4 He NpH3HaBan AmepuKn 20 net. Ho or 
3Toro AmepHika He mpecTaaa CylliecTBOBaTb. 
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remains unsolved is that of the presence of 
troops in West Berlin and in effect not even of 
the troops but under what flag those troops will 
be and of what states, naturally within certain 
period of time. 


Could not we both understand it? And 
who needs that the present unsolved situation 
continue? Not you and not your people. This is 
not in our or your interests, and not in the in- 
terests of our or your aliies. This is only 
—and I repeat again—in the interests of re- 
vanchist forces who do not want to recognize 
the borders and conditions emerged as a result 
of the defeat of the Hitlerite Germany. Only 
they benefit from that. Nobody else. 


Who expresses such policy now—Ade- 
nauer or somebody else—that is of no par- 
ticuler importance to me or to you. But if one 
takes a realistic view, if you, Mr. President, an- 
alize [sic] the situation then you in your heart 
publicly is another matter. But that comes not 
from how you personally understand the situa- 
tion but, so to say, from political expedience, 
from desire “not to offend” your ally. How- 
ever it would be better to be guided by a desire 
not to offend the public opinion and to give sat- 
isfaction to it, to give satisfaction to all peoples, 
the hotbed of international tension in the cen- 
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Tak 4TO 3TO raynas 6bina NoAMTHKa. Coenn- 
HenHbIe LlraThi oTseTHAM TOM xe HeyM- 
HOcTbIO. Ho 3TO MpOw30ULIO BCe-TaKH B 


apyroe spemsa. Ilostomy CIA npossrsaan 
TakylO HePpa3yMHOCTb MpHMepHO  Hanio- 
NOBHHY BPCMCHH MCHbIUC: CCIM PyCCKHH 
umnepatop — 26 net, TO BbI — 16 net. Ho 
notom CIA camu y6enuanch, 4TO 3TO 
HeYMHO, HM Ball) BeENHKHH NpesnpeHT Py3- 
BCJIbT B38 Ha CCGA CMCJOCTb, OTBETCTBCH- 
HOCTb H MpOABH MYAPOCTb. 

Boi B ria3ax HaposOB OHS NOAHAIK Obi 
CBOM NIpecTHX, HM JM4HbIA HW NIpecTHx CBOeH 
CTpaHbi, ecw Obl 3aHANH MOSHI, CO- 
nevcTByloulylo TOMY, 4YTOGLI Kuta 3anan 
cBoe 3akoHHOe mMecTo B OOH. 9ro B0o3- 
MOXHO TOJbKO Mp YCIOBKM NOHHMAaHHA 
Toro dakTa, 4TO AByx Kutaecs 6biTb He MO- 
wet. Hukakoe ysBaxatoulee ce6a rocy- 
apcTBO He MOXET COrMacHTbCa Cc TeM, 
¥TOObI 4aCTb TEPPHTOPHH, YaCTb Hace.1eHHA 
OmHOrO rocyfapcTBa ObLIO OTMeENeHC, TeM 
6onee BeEAMKOMO rocylapcTBa. ITO BHYTPeH- 
HHH BONpoc Kutas, H nycTb ce6e KHTAaUbi 
caMM peulaioT ero mMexay co6oH. Korja 
Kuta 6b yuacrHHkom co3fanua OOH, 
ObLI BBEACH MOCTOAHHbIM “ICHOM B CoseTe 
bezonacvnoctu, Torna 6b ennnbih Kuta. 
M ceiiyac 9ToT enunpii Kuta ectb. Ecan 
6b1 Kuta cHOBa 3aHaN CBOe 3aKOHHOe 
mecto B OOH, ecan 6bi Heo6xomMmMocTL 
3Toro 6bi1a Bamu NoHATa — a A AyMalO, YTO 
Bi 3TO NOHHM4eTe, — TO 3TO 6bLNO GbI XO- 
powo, TO 3TO 6bLN0 Ob! GONbUIMM BKa0OM B 
oGecneyenne Mupa. 

Bes Kutas Heb38 AOTOBOPHTbCA O pa3- 
opyxenun. Ecrb crpakbl, KOTOpbie HaCc4H- 
TbIBalOT NOJIMHJIMOHA MK axe MCHbile Ha- 
ceeHHa, HW aBaaioTca uneHamH OOH u 
MMCHOT FONOC B ITOH MCAMYHAPOMHON Op- 
ranw3aunn. Ucnanaua, Hanpumep, Hac4uH- 
TeipaeT 180 ThIcay HaceneHua. Kuta — 650 
MHJLIMOHOB KM He MMeeT 3TOrO ronoca. Mbi c 
YBaxXCHHeM OTHOCMMCA K HCIaHJICKOMY Ha- 
poy, K ero Bone, KaK MH KO BCeM HaposlaoM. 
Ho c TOuKH 3peHua OGecneyeHHA MHpa — 
axe CCIM TYT HMe€eTCA KaKOe-TO BHELIHee 
npoTHBOpeywe — BKJIaf§ OMHOTO Hapona Ki 
BKJiaf Apyroro Hapofa pa3sHbiId MOXeT ObITL 
B O6ecneyeHHe MUPa, PpeanbHbih BKIAaI. 

Ilostomy 6bin0 6bi NpaBUAbHO peuHTb 
Bompoc O BOCCTaHOBNeHHH npaB Kutasa B 


of that. So, that was a foolish policy. The 
United States answered with the same lack of 
cleverness. But that happened, however, in 
different times. Therefore the U.S. acted un- 
reasonably for roughly half that time: the 
Russian Emperor—for 26 years, you—--for 16 
years. But then the U.S. realized that it was 
unwise, and your great President Roosevelt 
took the courage and responsibility and dis- 
played wisdom. 


You would greatly raise your prestige , per- 
sonal and that of your country, in the eyes of 
the peoples if you take an attitude facilitating 
China taking its lawful seat in the U.N. This 
is possible only if it is understood that there 
cannot be two Chinas. No state which re- 
spects itself can agree to a part of its territory, 
a part of its population being cut off, it ap- 
plies even more strongly to a great power. 
This is an internal question of China and let 
the Chinese decide it among themselves. 
When China participated in the creation of 
the U.N. and when it was made a permanent 
member of the Security Council, then it was 
one China. And that one China exists now. If 
China occupies again its lawful seat in the 
U.N., if you understand the necessity of it— 
and I think tha’ you do understand it—then it 
would be good, it would be a great contribu- 
tion to the cause of peace. 


It is impossible to come to an agreement 
on disarmament without China. There are 
countries with population of half a million 
and even less which are members of the U.N. 
and have voice in this international organiza- 
tion. Iceland, for instance, has the popula- 
tion of 180 thousand people. China has 650 
million people and does not have such voice. 
We have respect for the people of Iceland 
and their will as well as for all peoples. But 
from the point of view of ensuring peace— 
even if there seems to be a contradiction here 
—the contribution of a given people and that 
of another people, the real contribution to the 
cause of ensuring peace may be different. 

Therefore it would be proper to solve the 
question of the restoration of China’s rights 
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OOH, 3Toro xayT Hapogbi. HM 3To npon- 
30HeT, BOMpPOC TOMbKO BO BpemeHH. Ilo- 
3TOMY, 4TOObI HE 3aTATMBATb 39TO BPeMA, 
ecu Obi Boi cefuac noHaNM HEOOXOMMMOCTL 
Takoro Wara, TO, COOCTeEHHO, MOXHO ObLIO 
Obi Ha HbIHeWIHeH Ceccun TeHepanbHoi Ac- 
caMOsiew 3TOT BONpOC pewiMTb. Kakoe 3To 
6bii0 Obi yloBNeTBOpeHHe MHpOBOH 06- 
WieCTBEHHOCTH, Bbi ysuaenn Obi NO BbIpa- 
XKCHHHO YYBCTB BCCX HaPOMOB, MOTOMY 4TO 
3TO ObLI ObI ACHCTBUTCBHO PeanbHbIA War 
K cTaOHAH3allMH MH YKpermieHHlO MHpa BO 
BCeM MMpe. 

Mbi, COBeTCKHA HapOl, KH HapoOsbi a3HaT- 
CKHX HM CBPONeCHCKMX CTPaH BHC BOMHY. 
Ilo Hawes TeppHTOpHK 4“acTO NpoKaTbi- 
Banach BOwHa. AMepHKa B AIBYX BOHHAaX 
y4acTBOBasia, HO OHa MMC/a O4CHb Ma- 
neHbKkuwe moTepH B 3THX BOHHAaX. 3SaTo 
npvHObLin HaxkHBala Ha BOMHZX GonbuMe. 
Kove4HO, HaXKMBa/IMCh MOHONONKCTbI, HO 
OT 3TOrO Nepenafano u pabounm, Tpyso- 
BomMy Hapony. Botta He Kacanach 3eM/K 
Coeannenupix Iltatros. AMepukaHcKui Ha- 
pol He BHeN paspyuieHHH, He BHAeN CTpa- 
anv, OH TOABKO NMony4an M3BECTHA O 
ru6enu Onu3kux. Cefuac, B ITOT KPH3KC, 
BOHHAa CTY4aach B BOPOTa AMEPHKH. 

Bot, co6cTBseHHo, MoH coo6paxeHns 
nocie KpH3ncHoro cocrosHusa. A Bam xouy 
CKa3aTb, Kak Y HaC TOBOPHTCA B NOCHOBHLE, 
4TO 3TOT KpH3Hc — HeT xyfa 6e3 AOOpa. 
Xyao nmpuHecno Kakoe-To A06po. Jlo6po B 
TOM, 4TO CeH4ac MONK Gonee KOHKPeTHO No- 
4YYBCTBOBAIM AbIxaHHe OOKHraoOUlero Ma- 
MCHH TEPMOAMEPHOHN BOHHbI KM Goce pealb- 
HO TiPCCTaBAAIOT YIPO3y, HAaBHCAIOULyO Hall 
HMMM, CCJIH He OyMeT MpHOCTaHOBNCHAa FOHKA 
BoopyxeHHh. VW a Obi cKka3an, oco6eHHno 
GOALWYHO NOAb3y NpeneceT nponcienuiee 
aMeCPHKaHCKOMY Hapony. 

-4 [Ipesuaent, a aymatwo, 4To Bol, kak 
BOCHHbIA 4YENOBCK, HM Bali BOCHHbIC NOHH- 
mMaeTe, 4TO MbI K BOHMHE He FOTOBHAKC, 
Kora mocTaBusn cpeacTBa OGOPOHbI Ha 
Ky6y. Iru cpeacTBa npemna3sHayannch He 
npotus CIA, a 3sTo 6Gbimm cpencTBa Ans 
o6ecnesenua Gesonacnoctn Ky6bi. Hey- 
xennw Bai aymMaeTe, 4TO MbiI HaCTONbKO 
OrpaHH4eHbi B NOHMMAaHHH BOeCHHOrO ena, 
¥TO roTOBACs K BOHHe NpoTHB CILIA, w36pann 
miailapMoM fia 3TOH BOowHbI Ky6y? A 


in the U.N.; the peoples are waiting for it. 
And this will happen, it is only a matter of 
time. Therefore in order not to prolong this 
time, if you understood now the necessity for 
such a step, then, it would in effect be possi- 
ble to solve this problem at the present ses- 
sion of General Assembly. What satisfaction 
it would give to the world public opinion, you 
would see from the expression of feelings of 
all peoples because it would be a real step, in- 
deed, towards stabilization and strengthen- 
ing of peace all over the world. 


We, the Soviet people and the peoples of 
Asian and European countries saw war. War 
often rolled through our territory. America 
participated in the two wars but it suffered 
very small losses in those wars. While huge 
profits were accumulated as a result of the 
wars. Of course, it was monopolists who ben- 
efited but workers, working people got 
something out 01 4, toc. War did not touch the 
soil of the United Sta 2s. The American peo- 
ple did not experience ‘destruction, sufferings, 
they only received notifications about deaths 
of their kin. Now during this crisis war was 
knocking at the gates of America. 


These, in effect, are my considerations 
after the crisis situation. | want to tell you 
that in this crisis, as our saying goes, there is 
no evil without good. Evil has brought some 
good. The good is that now people have felt 
more tangibly the breathing of the burning 
flames of thermonuclear war and have a 
more clear realization of the threat looming 
over them if arms race is not stopped. And I 
would say that what has just happened will 
serve especially good the American people. 


Mr. President, | believe that you as a mili- 
tary man, and your military people under- 
stand that we were not preparing for war 
when we delivered means of defense to 
Cuba. Those means were not meant against 
the U.S., but were the means to ensure the 
security of Cuba. Do you really think that we 
are sO narrow-minded in our understanding 
of military matters that in preparing for war 
against the U.S. we picked up [sic] Cuba as a 
bridgehead for such as war? And the means 
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CpeacTBa TaM — KaKO€-TO KOAHYCCTBO pa- 
Ket. 3ro rayno. [loromy to Ky6a He 
mpurogva B KayecTBe milaliapMa 219 
6ObWIOH BOMHLI KH OHA HE MOXET HCNOJb- 
JOBbIBaTLCA B ITHX WICNAX H, KOHCYHO Xe, 
HMKTO He 3aMbIluNaN 3TOTO. Dro G6binH 
CpeacTBa, ChepXMBAalOUIMe arpeccopa, ecJIK 
POBOPHTb A3bI1KOM NOKOHHOrO [lanneca. 
Mbi cuHTaeM, 4YTO Ce4ac AMKBHAMpOBanH 
KPH3HCHOe COCTOMHHE Ha KOMIMPOMHCCHBIX 
OCHOBAX, NYTEM B3aKMHbIX yCTyNOK. Mbi f0- 
BOAbHbI 3THM. Beipaxaem 4 Bam mpH3Ha- 
TEABHOCTh 3a€ COTPYAHH4CCTBO B JIMKBH- 
fauM 3TOrO KpH3uca, 3a Bawe fnonn- 
MaHHe HEOOXOMMMOCTH E3AMMHbIX YCTYNOK KH 
KOMMPOMKCCa 118 TOTO, 4YTOObI He AOBECTH 
nO Mpenmena KONGAMKT, XOTOPbIA Mor pa3- 
Pa3HTbCA CHCTBHTENbHO TepMOATepHOH 
sohHoh. B AnkBHaauHH 9TOTO KOH*ANKTA 
bi BCe HAPOAbI MMPa, Haposbi 
Coeannennpix Iiltatos Amepukn, Haponbi 
Cosetcxoro Coiw3a MH Haposbl BCeX ApyrHx 
cTpan. H oco6enHo, & AyMalo, 3TO GyneT xo- 
powo oueHeHO KyYOHHCKMM HapofoM, KO- 
TOPbIA CeH#4ac NONY4YHA YBEPCHHOCTh B TOM, 
¥TO ero rpaHHubi GyfyT yBaxKaTEcA HK He Oy- 
AeT yrpo3bl BTOPACHHA Ha CTO 3EMIHO CO 
CTOPOHbI CHIbHBIX rocyfapcTs. [IpyrumH 
cnopama, KYOHHCKHA Hapon NoOAyYHT AONTO- 
AKAaHHY}O BOIMOXHOCTL NONbIOBATLCA ONa- 
ramu CBOero Tpyila H GyfeT MMeTb OnpaBleHHe 
cBoei He3aBHCMMOCTH Ha OcHOBe YcTaBa 


HOCTH PocysapcTBa. 
Bot coo6paxenua, r-H [Ipe3sument, Ko- 
Toppie a xoTen Bam Bbicka3aTb. A nonn- 
MakO, 4TO # Ha3BaN GONbIyIO CyMMy BOTIpO- 
cos. [lostomy, Ha4aB Nocne 3aBTpPaka, MbI, 
BHAMMO, He 3€KOHYMIH ObI pewieHHe ITHX 
Bonpocos 20 OGena. Dro noTpeG6osano 6b 
GoAbUIeTO BPeMeHH, HO PellaTb HX Hao. 
Ouxu croat nepea Mupom. V1 vem fanbue MbI 
OyAeM OTKMAMbIBATh PCWICHHe ITHX BOTIPO- 
cos, Tem Gombe GyfeT HEH3BECTHOTO, KO- 
TOpoe MOXKEeT CTaTb POKOBbIM B OyzyuIeM 
Kpu3uce. Tlosromy 4em CKopee Mbi pa36e- 
pem 39TOT 3aBan, GypenOM, KOTOPbIA Harpo- 
MO3AMJICA B MCAMYHAPOAHIX OTHOLICHHAX, 
H PaC4MCTHM NYTH IA NpaBMAbHOTO B3aH- 
MOTIOHMMAHHA, TEM ObLIO Ob! AyUUIC. 


there—a certain number of missiles. This is 
foolish. For Cuba is no good as a bridgehead 
for a big war and it cannot be used for those 
purposes and, of course, nobody every con- 
templated that. Those were the means for 
deterring agressor [sic] to use the language of 
the late [John Foster] Dulles. 


It is our opinion that the crisis has been 
eliminated on the compromise basis through 
reciprocal concessions. We are satisfied with 
it. We also appreciate your cooperation in 
the elimination of the crisis and your under- 
standing of the necessity for reciprocal con- 
cessions and compromise so that the conflict 
be prevented from going beyond the limits 
that might really break into a thermonuclear 
war. All the peoples of the world, the peo- 
ples of the United States and the Soviet 
Union as well as the peoples of all other 
countries, are interested in eliminating this 
conflict. In particular, I think, it will be high- 
ly appreciated by the people of Cuba who 
have now been assured that their borders will 
be respected and there will be no threat of in- 
vasion of their land on the part of stronger 
states. In other words, the Cuban people will 
have the long-awaited opportunity to enjoy 
the benefits of their labor and they will have 
the guarantee of their independence on the 
basis of the U.N. Charter which provides for 
non-interference into internal affairs of 
other states and respect for sovereignty and 
integrity of states. 


These are considerations, Mr. President, 
which I wanted to express to you. I under- 
stand that I listed a great number of ques- 
tions. Therefore, if we started after breakfast 
we would not have finished solving them be- 
fore dinner. It would require more time but 
they have to be solved. They face the world. 
And the more we delay the solution of these 
questions, the more of unknown will appear 
which can prove to be fatal in a future crisis. 
Therefore, the sooner we clear away the 
roadblock, the wind-fallen wood, which has 
piled up in the international relations, and 
make clear the roads to correct mutual un- 
derstanding the better it would be. 
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I-14 Tipesuaent, Bei camu nepexnan 3TOT 
Kpu3nc. Ou # 218 Hac 6b PyGuKkoHom: HATH 
JM Ha KOMMPOMMCC, HATH JH Ha YCTYNKH. 
Beab C TOUKM 3PCHHH NpaBOBbIX HOPM BalllK 
MpeTeH3HH He MMC HHKAKHX OCHOBAaHHH. 
Tlostomy 6bin0 Gonbuioe ucnbITaHHe H 
6biin KoneGaHna. Ho Mbi BCe-TakH C4HTAAH, 
¥TO H Y Bac, BHAMMO, TPYAHOCTH, T. K. He 
morau xe Bei He 3HaTb, 4TO HeECNpaBes- 
ausbie TpeGosanua CLIIA nogsepratot mup 
onacHocTH KaTacTpods!. Ho mbi pewnan 
NPeANOKUTh KOMMPOMHCCHOe YCIOBHE, KO- 
Topoe ycrpampaet u Bac u Hac. Mbi no- 
nyuuam oT Bac 3apepenne, 4To Bui He Gy- 
nete stToprateca ua Ky6y u 4TO He 
NOIBOAKTE TOTO CAeNaTb APYTMM, a MbI pH 
9TOM YCHOBHK BbIBO3IMM OpyxXHe, KOTOPOE 
Bei Ha3panw MacTynaTenbHbiM. B pesyab- 
TaTe peasbHO AOCTHIHYTA Ta LicAb, KOTOPOH 
HaMepeBanMCh OCTHTHYTb NmocTaBKOn 
cpeacts o6o0ponsni. H Bot Ha 3THX KOMMpO- 
MHCCHbIX, B3AMMHBIX YCTYMKAX 3TOT BONPOC 
peuien. 

VM Mbi CUHTaeM, 4YTO 3TO 6bLIO pasyMHO. 
Pa3peuiMs 3TOT KPH3HC, MbI 1a0K Apyr Apyry 
B3aMMHOe yRoBNeTBOpeHHe: Bai aann OGe- 
ujanve He HaMafaTb M He AONMYCKaTb Hana- 
nenua Ha Ky6y co Croponbi ~Apyrux, a MbI 
NOWAK Ha TO, 4YTOObI CO3MaTh YBCPeHHOCTL 
y CIDA, 4¥To He 3aMbIIAReM NpOTHB Hux 
HuYero NAOXxOrO KH YTO ANA CulA He CyulecT- 
BycT HHKaKOM yYrpo3bi C Hale CTOpoHb!. Y 
BaC, KOHC4HO, CCTb CPCACTBAa YHHYTOXKCHHA, 
Ho Boi 3HaeTe, 4TO 9TH CpencTBa Ta‘oKe 
eCTb Hy Hac, M He TakHe CpeAcTBa, KOTOPbIe 
6pm Ha Ky6e, Tam Obina venyxa. Hawn 
cpeactsa 6bLiM npuBercH! B GoeBylo roToB- 
HOCTb, 3TO ObLIO Gonee CepbesHbie CpeACcTBa 
4 OnM Obi HanpaBneHs Ha CILIA u Ha 
BallMX COK3HMKOB. 

K o6ulemy HalieMy YAOBNETBOPeEHHWO MbI 
nepemarvyin, MOKeT ObITb, Maxe Yepes Ca- 
momo6ue. Buaumo, Haiigytca Taxne Gyma- 
romapaTesu, KOTOpbic OyfyT BbINCKMBAaTL 
6AOX B Hale MOTOBOPEHHOCTH, KONATHCS, 
KTO komy Gonbuse ycrynHA. A a Obi CKa3an 
— Mbi 06a YCTYNHMAM pasyMy HM HallM pa- 
3YMHOe pellieHHe, KOTOPOe 1aN0 BOIMOX- 
HOCTh O6eCNe4YHTh MHP AA BCEX, B TOM 
yucne MANA TeX, KOTOPbIe GyfyT NbITaTLCA 


4TO-TO BbINCKMBATb. 


» 


Mr. President, you lived through this crisis 
yourself. For us too, it presented the Rubi- 
con: whether to agree to a compromise, 
whether to make concessions. Indeed, from 
the point of view of the legal standards your 
claims had no grounds whatsoever. There- 
fore there was a great trial and there were 
hesitations. We still believed, however, that 
you might have difficulties too since how 
could it be that you could not know that the 
unjustified demands of the USA exposed the 
world to the hazards of catastrophe. Howev- 
er, we decided to make a compromise pro- 
posal which would suit both you and us. We 
received your assurances that you would not 
invade Cuba and would not permit others to 
do it and on this condition we withdraw the 
weapons which you called offensive. As a 
result, there has been practically achieved 
the purpose which had been intended to be 
achieved through the shipments of means of 
defense. Now this question is solved on these 
compromise and reciprocal concessions. 

And we consider it to be reasonable. Hav- 
ing eliminated this crisis we gave each other 
mutual satisfaction: you promised not to at- 
tack and not to permit attack against Cuba on 
the part of others, and we moved forward to 
make the USA feel confident that we do not 
contemplate anything bad against it and that 
there is no threat against the USA on our 
part. You certainly possess means of destruc- 
tion. But you know that we also have these 
means and they are of a different nature than 
those that were in Cuba. Those were trifles 
there. Our means were brought to the state 
of combat readiness, they were of a more se- 
rious nature and they were pointed at the 
USA and your allies. 


To our mutual satisfaction we may be [sic] 
even sacrificed self-esteem. Apparently, 
there will be such scribblers who will engage 
in hair-splitting over our agreement, will be 
digging as to who made greater concessions 
to whom. As for me, I would say that we both 
made a concession to reason and found a rea- 
sonable solution which enabled us to ensure 
peace for all including those who will be try- 
ing to dig up something. 
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Bot Hawe NOHMMaHKe BCerO 3TOTO BON- 
poca. 

A xoTen Obi NOAMTOAKMTL H3INORCHHOE H 
BbICKa3aTb B 3aKNONCHHE CHesyroulce Coo6- 
paxeHHe MO BOMpOcaM, KOTOPbie 3aTpoHyA 
B 3TOM NiMCbMec. A Ayal, HyKHO Gbin0 Gb 
BLIOPaTb M3 NECPCYHMCACHHbIX MHOW BOMPpO- 
cos Gonee cospesuine, KOTOpbie ObITb MO- 
wxeT cnesoBano Obi NOATOTOBMTL K NpH- 
HATHIO NO HMM peweHHi. Toraa MOxXHO 
6110 Obi BCTPeTHTLCA, BOIMOXHO B OOH, a 
BO3MOXHO HM CHCUMAAbHO YCTPOMTE BCTpeYy. 
[losTopato, 8 MMcIO BBHAY BCTpe4y B TOM 
cay4ae, ecan Obi ObLiK NOATOTOBACHDI Kk Heh 
BONPOCh! AAA MPHHATHA PelwicHHA C TeM, 


4TOObI § COOTBETCTBYIOUIMe §=©6COrnalliecHna 
MOrAK ObITb NOANKCAHbI BO BPeMA BCTPeUH. 


Fro 6bi1 Gbi xopouMA NOAAPOK ANAK HapoAOCB 
Bcero Mpa. 

Ilo mepe4uncneHhbim Bompocam y Hac 
MMCIOTCA PasHbie NoHMMaHHA. TlogTOMy 2 
xoTen Obi 3HaTb Baum Coo6paxenns 0 TOM, 
cumTaete an Boi, «To Te HAH MHbIC H3 NO- 
CTaBICHHbIX MHOW BONPOCOB CO3pesM MIA 
pewenua. Econ Boi cuntraete “x Heco3- 
peBuIMMM, TO BCTpe4aTLCA He CnemOBaNO 
Obi, T.K. BCTpe4Ya B TAaKHX YCAOBHAX He 
TOAbKO He ONpaBAana Obl Hane KAbI Hapo- 
208, HO Orop4nAa Obi HX. 


C yBaxennem. 
H. Xpyuies 


Kennedy Message of November 3, 1952" 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I wish to thank you for your letter of Octo- 
ber 30. | am commenting now only on a prob- 
lem raised in your letter which relates to the 
Cuban affair. 

With respect to the quarantine on ship- 
ments to Cuba, I am hopeful that arrange- 
ments can be worked out quickly by the 


‘English text handed to Soviet Ambassador at Wash- 
ington, A. F. Dobrynin, by Special Ambassador Liewel- 
lyn Thompson on Nov. 3, 1962; Russian text tele- 
graphed by Sovembassy to Moscow, where it was 
received at 13:25 Moscow time on Nov. 4, 1962. In Janu- 
ary 1992, the US and Russian governments jointly an- 
nounced the release of this document. 


> 


Such is our understanding of this whole 
question.’ 

I would like to sum up the above said and 
express in conclusion the following consider- 
ations on the questions touched upon in this 
letter.” 

I think it would be possible to pick up from 
the questions listed by me those which are 
more ripe and which should, perhaps, be pre- 
pared for taking decisions on them. Then it 
would be possible to meet, may be [sic], at 
the U.N. or may be [sic] at a specially ar- 
ranged meeting. | repeat, I have in mind a 
meeting in case questions are prepared for 
taking decisions on them so that the appro- 
priate agreements could be signed during the 
meeting. It would be a good gift for the peo- 
ples of the whole world. 


We have a different understanding of the 
mentioned questions. Therefore I would like 
to know your considerations as to whether 
you believe that some or other of the ques- 
tions raised by me are ripe for decision. If 
you do not consider them ripe, then there 
should be no meeting because a meeting in 
such conditions would not only fail to justify 
hopes of the peopies, but would distress 
them. 


Sincerely 
N. Khrushchev 


Yeaxaembié r-n [ipeacenatenb 


A xouy noGaaronapute Bac 3a Bawe nuchMmo oT 
® oxTa6pa. A ocTanasnnsaiocs cefuac TOABKO 
Ha CAHOA NPOGAeMe, NoAKATOR B Bawem nuceme, 
KOTOPaR KacacTca KYOMHCKHX fen. 

“To KacaeTCA KapaHTWHa Ha nepeso3KH Ha 
Ky6y, 8 Hagerocs, ¥To 4epes OOH cmoryrt Obits 
ObicTpO paspaGoTaHbi MepOUpPHATHA, KOTOPbIC 


"It was after this sentence that the handwritten addi- 
tion appears (previous portions of the test did have 
penned-in corrections). 

*The translation introduced a paragraph here. 


Kennedy-Khrushchev Correspondence 
ee ee 


United Nations which would permit its re- 
moval. We were happy to agree to your sug- 
gestion that the International Committee of 
the Red Cross undertake responsibility for 
inspection. You are, of course, aware that 
Premier Castro has announced his opposi- 
tion to measures of verification on the terri- 
tory of Cuba. If he maintains this position 
this would raise very serious problems. So far 
as incoming shipments are concerned, I un- 
derstand that efforts are being made to have 
the International Red Cross czrry out the 
necessary measures at sea and | hope that 
these will be successful. In the meantime, 
perhaps the eaistence of the quarantine can 
be of assistance to Mr. Mikoyan in his negoti- 
ations with Premier Castro. I should also like 
to point out that in an effort to facilitate mat- 
ters, I instructed our delegation in New York 
to inform your representative there, Mr. 
Kuznetsov, that for the next few days any So- 
viet ships in the quarantine area would be 
passed without inspection and only the hail- 
ing procedure which was carried out in the 
case of your vessel, the Bucharest, would be 
applied. 

I am hopeful we can dispose of this press- 
ing matter quickly so that we can go on in a 
better atmosphere to the broader questions. 
We both must make our best efforts to this 
end. 


Sincerely, 
[S] JFK 
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no3BOAKAK Obl OTMCHMTS ero. Mbi 6bimH pani 
corfacuTeca c Baum mpeanoxeHHem 0 TOM, 
4¥TOObI OTBETCTBCHHOCTh 34 HHCNCKUMHO B3AN Ha 
ce6a MexayHapogupi Komutret Kpacnoro 
Kpecta. Bei, Kone4HO, 3HaeTe, YTO Npembep 
KacTpo 3asBHA O CBOeH ONNO3MUKH Mepam TO 
nposepke Ha TeppuTopuH Ky6ni. Ecan on Gynet 
NPHACPAMBATLCA TOM NOSHUMM, TO 3TO COBMACT 
ovens CepeesHBie mpoGrembi. “To KacaeTca ne- 
peBo30Kk, HAyumMX Ha KyG6y, To 8 NOHMMalO, 4TO B 
HaCTORUICe BPEMA MPCANPHHHMAIOTCR YCHAMR K 
Tomy, 4T06bi MexayHapognBid Kpacnpii Kpect 
BbLINOAHAA HCOOXOAMMbIC MePbi Ha MOPe, H & Ha- 
fetch, 4TO OnK GyayT ycnewHbimn. Tem Bpeme- 
HEM CYUICCTBOBaHHe KapaHTHHa, BO3JMOKHO, MO- 
*KET OKa3aTb ComeficTBne r-Hy MuxosHy 8B ero 
neperosopax c npembepom Kactpo. A xoTen 6b 
yka3aTb Takxe, YTO B CTPeMACHHK NPOABKHYTL 
neta Bhepel A Man yKasanne Halen AencrauMH 
8 Hiw-Hopxe uncbopmuposats Bawero mpen- 
CTaBMTeAR Tam f-Ha Ky3HeuoBa 0 TOM, 4TO B Te- 
WeHMe HECKOABKMX CHeCAyIOUIMX AHeH ANOGbIC 
COBETCKHe Cyla B 30H KapanTuHa OyzyT mpo- 
nyckaTeca 6e3 OcMOTpa Hw 4TO K HuM GOyneT 
NPMMCHSTLCR TOABKO NPOUCAypa OKAMKAa, KOTO- 
pas Obiia NpumMeneHa B Cry4ae C BalMM CyRHOM 
«Byxapect». 


A wanewcb, 4TO MbI CMOxKeM GbICTpO no- 
KOH4YMTb C 9THM JaBRUIMM Ha Hac ACAOM, C TEM 
4“TOObI MbI CMOrIK Nepe#TH B AysWeR aTMOChepe 
k Gonee WMpPOKHM BOoNpocam. Mbi o6a 200KHbI 
NPHAOAMT BCC HAM YCHAMA K AOCTHKEHHIO 
3TOR WEAK. 


C ysaxennem 
ILxou ®.Kennean 
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Khrushchev Message of 
November 4, 1962 
Yeaxaembii r-n [pesnaenr, 


A TombKo ¥To noaywna 43 Hbto-Mopxa or 
B. Ky3Heuosa — Hausero npeacTaBuTens Ha 
neperopopax MO AMKBHIalMH HanpsxKeH- 
Horo nonoxKeHHA BOKPyr Ky6bi — coo6ue- 
HHe O TOM, 4TO emy Obl” NepenaH T-HOM 
CTHBCHCOHOM NepeYeHb OpyxKUA, KOTOPOY 
Ballia CTOPOHa Ha3bIBacT HACTYNaTCAbHbIM. 
A O3HaKOMMJICA C NOAYYCHHbIM Nepe4dHeM HK, 
NpH3Haloch, MOAXOA aMCPHKAHCKOH CTO- 
POHbI K 9TOMY AeAK Cepbe3HO MeHA OGeCrIO- 
xoua. B Takom ware, CKaxky OTKPOBCHHO, # 
yYCMaTPHBal) ACNAHHe OCAOKHHTh NONO- 
XKCHHC, NOTOMY 4YTO HCAL3A Ke B CAMOM flere 
OTHOCHTh K pa3paly «HaCTyNaTeAbHbIX» 
TaKHe BHIbI OPyXHA, KOTOPbic axe MaNO- 
FPaMOTHbIM B BOCHHOM OTHOUWCHHH 4en0- 
BCKOM — MPOCTbIM COAMaTOM, A ye He 
rosopro 06 oduuepe , — Bceria OTHOCKANCL 
K OGOPOHHTEABHOMY OPyXHW. 

Ham TpyAHO NOHATL, Kakaa UcAb Mpe- 
cnemyeTca nmomBNeHHeM 93TOTO Nepe4Hs, 
BLUIBMACHHeEM TakOrO TpeOoBaHHA, HO BO 
BCAKOM Cily4ae ITO — KAKaR-TO HHAA LICAb, a 
He CTpeMAcHHe K CKOpediueh pacuncTKe aT- 
moctdepsi. HM aenaeTca 9TO B TOT MOMCHT, 
KOrMa NO OCHOBHbIM BONpocaM MbiI C 
Bamu yxe AOTOBOPHANCh, M MbI, CO CBOCH 
CTOPOHbI, YC BLINOAHHAK TO, O 4eM AOTO- 
BOPHJIMCh, — ACMOHTHPOBAIH pakeTHO? 
Opy-AXne, NpoHIBOAMM Cef4ac ero NOMpy3Ky 
Ha Cyla HW 39TO OpyxHe CKOpO OyaeT OTNpaB- 
neno c Ky6n1. Moatomy # ovens oGecnoKoeH 
BbILBHAKCHHCM AMCPHKAHCKON CTOPOHOR Ta- 
Koro TpeGosanna, O3a604CH BOIMOAKHbIMH 
MOCHCACTBHAMH 93TOTO, ecAn He OGyneT 
nmposssecKo HeOOxoAMMoOe GraropasyMue. 

TpeGosanne, KOTOpOe nmpembaABACHO, 
BUAMMO, NipecnemyeT, Kak # ye CKa3zan, 
KaKHe-TO MHbIC CAM, a 3TO — #4 XOTEN Ont, 
r-a [Ipesmaent, wro6et Bei npasnabno 
NOHANH MCHA, MOXKET MPHBECTH He K yay4- 


"Russian text telegraphed by MFA at 16:05 Moscow 
time on Nov. 4, 1962, to Sovembassy Washington (copies 
to Mikoyan in Havana and Kuznetsov in New York) with 
message to forward via Robert Kennedy, English text 
from DOS. In January 1992, the US and Russian govern- 
ments jointly announced the reiease of this document. 


Dear Mr. President, 


I have just received information from Mr. V. 
Kusnetsov [sic], our representative at the negotia- 
tions in New York for liquidation of the tense si- 
tuation around Cuba, that Mr. Stevenson handed 
him a list of weapons which your side calls offen- 
sive. I have studied the list and, I must confess, the 
approach of the American side to this matter has 
seriously worried me. In such a move, I will say 
frankly, I see a wish to complicate the situation, 
because it is impossible indeed to place into the ca- 
tegory of “offensive” weapons such types of wea- 
pons which have always been reffered [sic] to as 
defensive weapons even by a man uneducated 
militarily—by a common soldier, not to say of an 
officer. 


It is hard for us to understand what aim is being 
pursued by the introduction of that list, by setting 
forth such a demand—in any case it must be some 
other aim, but not a desire for a speediest clear- 
ing of the atmosphere. And it is being done at a 
moment when we have already agreed with you on 
the main questions and when we on our part have 
already fulfilled what we agreed upon—have dis- 
mantied rocket weapons, are loading them now 
on ships and these weapons will be soon shipped 
from Cuba. That is why I feel greatly concerned 
with the advancing of such demand by the Ameri- 
can side, concerned with its possible conse- 
quences, if necessary reasonableness is not dis- 
played. 


The demand which has been set forth is evident- 
ly pursuing, as I have already said, some other 
aims and that—I would wish Mr. President, that 
you understand me correctly—can lead not to the 
betterment of our relations but, on the contrary, 


C4HTaTLCA C STMM, a He OOPeMCHATE HM He OC- 
ROKHATh HAllIMX OTHOWWCHHA, Tem Gonee B Ta- 
KOM OTBCTCTBCHHbIA MOMCHT, KOria NpeanpH- 
HMM@IOTCA MCPbI K AMKBMallMM OCTPOH Ha- 
MIPsSOXKCHHOCTH HM K MPHBCACHHIO 3THX OTHO- 
WCHHA B HOPMAIbHOe COCTORHHC. 
Iostomy « npocua 6b Bac, r-1 [pesmaenr, 
C NOHMMAHHeM OTHCCTHC. K Hale Tpesore, 
CO CBOCh CTOPOHbI NPHHATL Mepbi C TeM, 
4TOObI HE OCIOXKHSTh NONOXKCHHA, HK AaTb 
Bauimm mpencTaBuTenaM AMPeKTMBY AMKBH- 
AMPOBaTb HalpsAXKeHHOCTS Ha TOM OCHOBE, O 
ey mMbi c Bamn aorosopwinch, o6me- 
HABLUMCE MyOAMYHbIMK NOCIaHHAMM. Boi BbI- 
cka3anncs 3a TO, YTOGLI c KyOni Obuin yaa- 
NeHbI PakeTbi, KOTOpbie Bei Hasan HacTy- 
naTeabHbimn. Mai c 3THM Cormacnanch. Boi, B 
CBOHO OFePeb, MAIN JABEPCHHA B TOM, 4TO Oy- 
net GbiCTpO OTMCHCH TaK Ha3biBacMbIi «Ka- 
PaHTHH» H YTO Ha Ky6y He GyneT copepueHo 
BTOpxXeHHe He TOABKO Co Cropobi CILIA, Ho 
H CO CTOPOHbI APyrux CTpaH 3anagHoro NoAy- 


HanpsoxKCHHOCTH 
soxpyr Ky6si, ne Gyayt ycrpanatsca. Ho sto 
MOXET TOMA NOPOMMTh HOBbIC NOCACACTBHA. 

A aymaiw, sro Boi npasnnbHo noiimere 
mens. Beap Ham c Bam mpuaetca, oveBnaHO, 
MMCTb ACAO He TONDKO C AMKBHAalNeH OCTaT- 
KOB HbIHCUIHeH HallpsaxKCHHOCTH, — y Hac C 
Bamu snepean eure Gonbwok, cepresHbiit 
pa3sroBop no spyrum Bonpocam. Tak 3a4emM «Ke 
cei#i4ac Ha4MHaTb NO MCAOYAM OCOXKHATb NO- 
noxenne. Moxert Obirb, HMCIOTCA KakHe-TO 
coo6paxkecHHs, HO HallieMy NOHMMAaHHIO OHH 
Henoctynnbi. Mbi Ke paccCMaTPHBaeM BbUIBH- 
*KeHHe AONOAHMTCAbHbIX TpeOoBaHHh Kak 
KCNA BEPHYTh HallM OTHOWICHHA OATS B 
TO HAKANCHHOe COCTOAHHe, B KOTOPOM OHH 
HaXOMMJIMCh JIMUb HCCKONbKO fHeh TOMY 
Ha3all. 


C yBaxennem, 
H.Xpyuies 


to their new aggravation. We should understand 
the position each side is in and take it into consid- 
eration but not overburden, not complicate our 
relations, especially at such an important moment 
when measures are being taken to eliminate the 
accute [sic] tension and bring these relations to a 
normal state. 


That is why I would ask you, Mr. President, to 
meet our anxiety with understanding, to take 
measures On your side in order not to complicate 
the situation and to give your representatives a di- 
rective to eliminate the existing tension on the ba- 
sis upon which both of us have agreed by having 
exchanged public messages. You spoke to the ef- 
fect that missiles which you called offensive 
should be removed from Cuba. We agreed to that. 
You in your turn gave assurances that the so- 
called “‘quarantine” would be promptly removed 
and that no invasion of Cuba would be made, not 
only by the U.S. but by other countries of the 


Western hemisphere either. 


L.t us then bring the achieved understanding to 
a completion, so that we could consider that each 
side has fulfilled its pledges and the question has 
been settled. If, however, additional demands are 
made, then that means only one thing—the dan- 
ger that the difficulties on the way to eliminating 
tension created around Cuba will not be removed. 
But that may raise then new consequences. 


I think that vou will understand me correctly. 
For you and I will evidently have to deal not only 
with elimination of the remnants of the present 
tension—there lies ahead for you and me a great, 
serious talk on other questions. Why then start 
now complicating the situation by minor things. 
May be [sic] there exist some considerations, but 
they are beyond our comprehension. As for us, we 
view the introduction of additional demands as a 
wish to bring our relations back again into a heat- 
ed state in which they were but several days ago. 


Sincerely, 


N. Khrushchev 
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Kennedy Letter of November 6, 1962" 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I am surprised that in your letter, which I 
received yesterday, you suggest that in giving 
your representative in New York a list of the 
weapons we consider offensive there was any 
desire on our part to complicate the situa- 
tion. Our intention was just the opposite: to 
stick to a well-known list, and not to intro- 
duce any new factors. But there is really only 
one major item on the list, beyond the mis- 
siles and their equipment, and that is the light 
bombers with their equipment. This item is 
indeed of great imp rtance to us. 


The solution of the Cuban affair was es- 
tablished by my letter to you of October 
twenty-seventh and your reply of October 
twenty-eighth. You will recall that in my let- 
ter of October twenty-seventh, I referred 

to “all weapons systems in Cuba capable of 
offensive use." You will also recall that in 
my broadcast address of October twenty- 
second, in addition to medium-range ballis- 
tic missiles, | mentioned specifically “jet 
bombers capable of carrying nuclear weap- 
ons,”’ as “‘an explicit threat to the peace and 
security of all the Americas.” Finally, my 
proclamation of October twenty-third enti- 
tled “Interdiction of the Delivery of Offen- 
sive Weapons to Cuba” specifically listed 
bomber aircraft. These facts were all known 
at the time of our exchange of letters on 
Cuba, and so it seems clear to me that our ex- 
change of letters covers the IL-28s, since 
your undertaking was to remove the weap- 
ons we described as offensive. 


"English text furnished by DOS; Russian text is from 
telegram of MFA to New York and Havana at 23:20 
Moscow time on Nov. 8, 1962 (it noted that original had 


midnight Washington 
time on the Nov. 6-7, 1962—the lateness attri 
buted to the 


> Ysaxaemoii r-x [Iipencenatens, 


> 


A yausacn, ro 8 Bawiem muchme, KoTOpoe # 
noay4HA Byepa, Bei BbiCcKa3biBaeTe NpeANoro- 
xKeHHe, YTO NpH Nepezaye Bawemy nperctasu- 
Teaw 8 Hew-Mopxe cnucka opyxMa, KOTOpoe 
Mbi CUMTACM HaCTYNaTeABHbIM, C Haluieh CTOPOHbI 
MMCNO MCCTO KaKOC-TO KES AHMe OCNOKHHTE O6- 
cranosky. Hawe namepenne 6bin0 Kak pa3 06- 
PaTHbIM: NP IEPpAMBATLCA XOPOWIO HIBECTHOTO 
CMMCKa M He NPHBHOCHTb KaKHx-AnG60 HOBbIX dak- 
Topos. Ho no cyulecTBy B CNMCKe yNOMHMHacTCA 


Pewenne kyOMHCKOrO BONPOCa OCHOBLIBacTCR 
Ha MOeM nucbMe K Bam oT 27 oxtaGpa 1 Bawem 
oTsete oT 28 oxtTa6pa. Bai nomHuTe, 4TO B MOeM 
nuchMe OT 27 OKTAOpA & TOBOPHA O «BCeX CuCTe- 
Max opyxns Ha KyGe, npwrogHeix aaa MacTyna- 
TCABHDIX ucteh». Bel Takxe HOMHNTE, 4TO B 
Moeh peu NO paaKo H TeAcBHACHMIO 22 OKTROpA 
B AONOAHCHHE K GAaAAWCTHYCCKMM PakeTam cCpea- 
Hero pagmyca aeicrena 2 oco6o ynomanya” 
«peakTusibie GomGapanposulMKH, cnoco6Hbie 
HECTH AACpHOe OPyANe» KaK «<ABHYIO yrposy 
MMpy # Ge3OMacHOCTH BCero aMepHKaHCKorO 
KOHTHHCHTa». Hakonel, B MOeh NPOKAaMalIMH OT 
23 oxTa6pa, KOTOpas HasbiBanacs «Janpemenne 
AOCTaBKM HacTyNaTeALHOTO OpyxMS Ha KyG6y», 
oco60 yKa3bipannch CamoneTbi-Gombapanpos- 
UMKH. ITH dakTei Gein XOPOWIO HIBECTHLI BO 
Bpems Hawero OGmena nucbMamH no Ky6e, x 
NOITOMY MHC KaXKCTCR ACHBIM, 4TO Hall O6- 
MCH MMCLMaMM BKIO“AaeT CamoneTB VJ1-28, no- 
ckonbky Bawe oGa3aTeALCTBO 3aKA1O4UAROCL B 
TOM, 4TOObI YAaANTL OpyAHE , KOTOPO? Mbi Ha3bI- 
BaAM HaCTyNaTeAbHbIM. 


Kennedy-Khrushchev Cossoapontonte 


Your letter says—and I agree—trat we 
should not complicate the situation by minor 
things. But I assure you that this matter of 
IL-28s is not a minor matter for us at all. It is 
true, of course, that these bombers are not 
the most modern of weapons, but they are 
distinctly capable of offensive use against the 
United States and other Western Hemi- 
spheric countries, and | am sure your own 
military men would inform you that the con- 
tinued existence of such bombers in Cuba 
would require substantial measures of mili- 
tary defense in response by the United 
States. Thus, in simple logic these are weap- 
ons capable of offensive use. But there is 
more in it than that, Mr. Chairman. These 
bombers could carry nuclear weapons for 
long distances, and they are clearly not need- 
ed, any more than missiles, for purely defen- 
sive purposes on the island of Cuba. Thus in 
the present context their continued presence 
would sustain the grave tension that has been 
created, and their removal, in my view, is 
necessary to a good start on ending the recent 
crisis. 


I am not clear as to what items you object 
to on the list which Ambassador Stevenson 
handed to Mr. Kuznetsov. I can assure you | 
have no desire to cause you difficulties by any 
wide interpretation of the definitions of 
weapons which we consider offensive and | 
am instructing my representative in New 
York to confer promptly with Mr. Kuznetsov 
and to be as forthcoming as possible in order 
to meet any legitimate complaints you may 
have in order to reach a quick solution which 
would enable our agreement to be carried to 
completion. | entirely agree with your state- 
ment that we should wind up the immediate 
crisis promptly, and I assure you that on our 
side we are insisting only on what is immedi- 
ately essential for progress in this matter. In 
order to make our position clear, I think I 
should go on to give you a full sense of the 
very strong feelings we have about this whole 
affair here in the United States. 


> 


B salem MuChMe TOBOpHTCA — HM ® COrmac[eH C 
3TMM, — 4TO Mbi He JOAKHbI OCAOAHSTL NORO- 
xenne no Meno4aM. Ho « sapepsio Bac, To 3TOT 
sonpoc 0 camonetax M1J1-28 copcem He MeaAOUHOE 
aeno ana wac. Iipasaa, konewHo, 4To 3TH Gom- 
GapAMPOBUIMKM He CaMbIA COBCPWCHHbIA BHA 
OPpyXHA, HO OHH BNOAHE MOTyT OBITS HCNOAL © > 
BaHbi B HACTYNATCABHBIX UcARX ApoTHB CocaH- 
wennbix [i TaTos 4 Apyrux CTpak 3anaaHoro nozy- 
wapus, 4M ® YBCPeH, 4TO BalIM BOCHHBIC CamMH 
cka3anu 6b! Bam, 4TO NpomOAKaoMleeCA COXpa- 


TOB CYUICCTBCHHBIX OTBCTHBIX MED BOCHHOR 
o6oponpt. Takum o6pa30m, cormacHo mpocToh 
AOTUKE , ITO — OPYAHE, NPHNOAHOY AAR HaCTyNa- 
TeabHeix uence. Ho sTHM AcAO He OTrpaHH4H- 
sactcas, r- [Ipenacenzatens. Dru GomGbapan- 
PoBUIMKH MOoraAK Obl HECTH ARepHOe OpyxAHe Ha 
GOAbIINE PACCTORHHA, HM OHH ABHO He HYXKHB, 
pasHo Kak HM pakeTbhI, aaa “ucTO OGopoHH- 
TeAbHbIX UcACH Ha OcTpoBe KyG6a. TlogTomy aps 
CYMICCTBYIOUICM NMOAOKCHHM WX AatbHehuec 
npucyTcTsve nosacpxMBano Obi CcomaBUTyIOcA 
COPbeIHYHO HANPAACHHOCTD, H MX YCTPareHne , NO 
MOeMy MHCHHIO, HCOOXOAMMO AnK TOTO, 4TOGM 
NOAOKMTh KOpOWwce HaYaNO Npexpauwienus ne- 
aaBne;ro KPHSNCa. 

Mute He CHO, B OTHOWCHHH KaKMx KaTeropHi 
OpyAHA B TOM CHCKe, KOTOpRIA Nocona CruseH- 
con Nepeaan r-ny Kysneuosy, Bai sospaxacte. A 
mory 3anepuTs Bac, 4To y MeHs HET KeAAHMA CO3- 
AasaTs ann Bac TpyawocTH myTem KaKkoro-To 
WHPOKOTO TOAKOBAHMR ONPeAcACHHA OpPyKUR, 
KOTOPOe Mbi CUHTACM HAaCTYNATCALHBIM, H & ao 
MHCTPYKUMH MOeMy fpencTtasuTeniO B Hiw- 
Hope 6e3 sanepxku norosopuTs c r-Hom Kysne- 
HOBbIM H MPORBHTh MAKCHMYM NOHMMAHHS C TEM, 
4YTOOH YYCCTS MOGbIC JAKOHHBIC NPETCHIHH, KO- 
Toppie y Bac moryt Gerth, wroGe socTH4, 
ObicTporo pewennA, KOTOPOe NosBORKAO Obl 
npMBecTH Hae CormawenHe K sanepueHMo | 

A noanocteo coraacen c Baum saspncnnem, 
4TO Mbi AOAKHbI ObICTPO NOKOHYHTL HENOCpeNcT- 
BCHHO C THM KPH3HCOM KH, # 3apepmo Bac, ¥To co 
cCBoch CTOPOHbI MbI HaCTaMBacM AMUIb Ha TOM, 
“TO HeNMOCpeACTBeHHO HeOOXOAMMO AAR NPpo- 
rpecca 8 9Tom aenc. [laa Toro, 4roGei cacaaT, 
Hallly NOIMUMIO ACHOR, A AYMalO, YTO Me ChesyeT 
NPOMOAANTS WH AaTe Bam NoOAHOe NpeACTaBACHHE 
© TCX BCChMAa CHABHBIX YYBCTBAX, KOTOPBIC MbI 
sec 8 Coeannennetx Ul ratax wcnbIThBaem B OT- 
HOWEHHH BCETO ITOTO ACAA. 


'The Russian translation introduced a paragraph 


These recent events have given a profound 
shock to relations between our two coun- 
tries. It may be said, as Mr. Kuznetsov 
said the other day to Mr. McCloy, that the 
Soviet Union was under no obligation to in- 
form us of any activities it was Carrying on in 
a third country. I cannot accept this view; not 
of this hemisphere, but it was, in a broader 
sense, a dangerous attempt to change the 
world-wide status quo. Secret action of this 
kind seems to me both hazardous and unjus- 
tified. But however one may judge that argu- 
ment, what actually happened in this case 
was not simply that the action of your side 
was secret. Your Government repeatedly 
gave us assurances of what it was not doing; 
these assurances were announced as coming 
from the highest levels, and they proved 
inaccurate. 

I do not refer here only to the TASS article 
of September, but also to communications 
which were addressed to the highest levels of 
our Government through channels which 
heretofore had been used for confidential 
messages from the highest levels of your 
Government. Through these channels we 
were specifically informed that no missiles 
would be placed in Cuba which would have a 
range capable of reaching the United States. 
In reliance upon these assurances I attempt- 
ed, as you know, to restrain those who were 
giving warnings in this country about the 
trend of events in Cuba. Thus undeniable 
photographic evidence that offensive weap- 
ons were being installed was a deep and dan- 
gerous shock, first to this Government and 
then to our whole people. 


In the aftermath of this shock , to which we 
replied with a measured but necessary re- 
sponse, | believe it is vital that we should re- 
establish some degree of confidence in com- 
munication between the two of us. If the 
leaders of the two great nuclear powers can- 
not judge with some accuracy the intentions 
of each other, we shall find ourselves in 
a period of gravely increasing danger—not 
only for our two countries but for the whole 
world. 
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> ‘DH HeRaBHMe COGLITHA ABHANCL COpLesHbiM 


YAapoM NO OTHOWCHHEM MCmuy HaliMMM CTpa- 
HaMn. MoXHO CKa3aTb, KaK 3TO 3€8BMA Ha DHAXK 
re KysHeuos r-ty Maxxnow, «ro Cosertcxni 
Cows we oGs3an Ghin MHdboOpMupoBaTL Hac O 
KaKHX-AH60 ACRCTBMAX, NPCANPHHSTRIX HM B 
TpeTLeh crpane. A we MOry COrmacuTLca c Tako# 
TOYKOR SPeCHHA; 3TO ACHCTBHE He TOALKO fNo- 
CTaBMAO NOR yrposy BcIO GesonacHOCT. 3anan- 
HOTO NOAyWAPHA, HO M MpencTaBuAo COGOK, — B 
6onee WIMPOKOM CMBbICAe, — onacHylo NOMbITKy 
WIMCHMTL CTaTyYC-KBO B MHPOBOM mMacurTa6c. 
Cxpprroe aciicrave nogoGHoro poga mpencta- 
BARCTCR MHC K&K ONACHMIM, Tak HM HCONpaB- 
AatnbiM. Onnako, Kak 6b! HM PaCUcCHMBAACA 3TOT 
AOBOR, TO, YTO akTHYCCKH NPOHIOWLAO B AaH- 
HOM CAy4ae, — 3TO He MpocTO ceKpeTHOCTL 
ACACTBMA, NPeCANPHHETOTO Cc Bale CTOPOHB. 
Bawe MpaBuTeALCTBO HCOMHOKPaTHO 3aBepan0 
Hac B TOM, 4eTO OHO He WeRacT, JaNBARROCL O 
TOM, 4TO 9TH 3ABCPCHMA REAAIOTCA Ha CaMoM 
BbICOKOM YPOBHC, H OHM OK&3aAKCh HCTOUHBIMH. 

B aaHHoM Cay4ae & MMCHO B BHAY He TOALKO 
sassncnne TACC, onyGankosannoe 8 cenTaGpe, 
HO Takxe HW COOGWUICHHA, KOTOPbIe ampecoRa- 
MCh CAMbIM BhICOKMM AMUAM B HaleM mpaBH- 
TeALCTBe MO KaHanaM, AO 3TOTO HMCNOAbI0- 
BaBLIMMCA AAR KONCHACHUMANLHMIX NOCAaHHA, 
HCXOAMBUIMX M3 CAMBIX BLICOKKX Kpyros Bawero 
npasuTerbcTsa.' 

Ilo 9T™M KaHatam Mbi GLH, B YaCTHOCTH, 
uHcOpMMpoBanb! O TOM, 4TO Ha KyGe He GyayT 
PaIMCUlATLCH HHKAKHE PaKeTbI, KOTOPBIe HMCAK 
Obi paawyc acACTBMA, 3axBaTBIBaIOUmMA CocaHn- 
nennpie Uitar. Tlonaraach we 9TH 3sapepenma, « 
spictynan eB CUA c mpeaocrepexeHnaMH B OTHO- 
weHMM xXOfa pasenTun coGhrTHA Ha KyGe. B pe- 
3yAbTaTe, HeOMpoBepAMMBIC ChoTOrpadHyeckne 
AOKAIATCALCTBA TOTO, YTO YCTaHaRAMBACTCA Ha- 
CTYNATCALHOe OPYKHC, ABMAHCh COPbCIHbIM H 
onackbIM WOKOM — CHa4ala 18 Hauero mpaBn- 
TEALCTBA, a 3ATCM ANA BCETO Halcro Hapona. 
Tlocne TOTO WOKAa, Ha KOTOPSIA MBI OTBETHAN 
YMCPCHHbIMH, HO HCOOXOAMMbIMH ACACTBHSMH, 
OYCHb BAKHO, # NOAATAW , BOCCTAHOBHTS B Kakon- 
To cTenenH AOBepHe B Haweh C Bamun nepenncke. 
EcAM PYKOBOAMTCAM ABYX BCAMKMX ANCPHBIX Aep- 
Kas He MOTYT CYAMTS C KAKOR-TO TOUHOCTWO 0 Ha- 
MCPCHHAX APyr Apyra, TO Mi BCTYNHM B NepHon 
Cepbe3HO HapacTaiouleh ONAaCHOCTH — He TOALKO 
AAS HaUIMX ABYX CTpan, HO HM AAS BCeTO MEpa. 


'The Russian translation introduced a paragraph. 


I therefore hope that you will promptly rec- 
ognize that when we speak of the need to re- 
move missiles and bombers, with their imme- 


of October twenty-seventh and twenty-cighth. 
I shall continue to abide fully by the undertak- 
ings in my letter of October twenty-seventh, 
and specifically, under the conditions stated in 
that letter | will hold to my undertaking “to 
give assurances against an invasion of Cuba.” 
This undertaking has already come under at- 
tack here and is likely to become increasingly 
an object of criticism by a great many of my 
countrymen. And the very minimum that is 
necessary in regard to these assurances is, as 
we agreed, the verified removal of the missile 
and bomber systems, together with real safe- 
guards against their reintroduction. 

I should emphasize to you directly, Mr. 
Chairman, that in this respect there is another 
probiem immediately ahead of us which could 
become very serious indeed, and that is the 
problem of continuing verification in Cuba. 
Your representatives have spoken as if this 
were entirely a problem for the Castro regime 
to settle, but the continuing verification of the 
absence of offensive weapons in Cuba is an es- 
sential safeguard for the United States and the 
other countries of this hemisphere, and is an 
we in our turn have agreed to. The need for 
this verification is, I regret to say, convincingly 
demonstrated by what happened in Cuba in 
the months of September and October. 

For the present we are having to rely on 
our own methods of surveillance, and this 
surveillance will surely have to be continued 
unless, as we much prefer, a better and dura- 
ble method can be found. We believe that it 
is a serious responsibility of your Govern- 
ment to insure that weapons which you have 
provided to Cuba are not employed to inter- 
fere with this surveillance which is so impor- 
tant to us all in obtaining reliable information 
on which improvements in the situation can 
be based. It was of great importance, for ex- 
ample, for me last week to be able to an- 
nounce with confidence that dismantling of 
missiles had begun. 


Kennedy-Khrushchev orvenponeence 


MPOCTO 3aKBARCM O TOM, YTO SCHO BKAIOYAROCE B 
Hawe nonnaanne 27 w 28 oxtaGpa. A Gyay no- 


A xoTen Gbi npamo noavepKnyts, r-4 Ipeacena- 
TeAb, YTO B ITOR CBAIM HAC OFCHS CKOPO ORKMMACT 
eure OfHa mpoGarema, 9TO — npoGaema nponon- 
*KCHHR NpoBepKHK Ha KyGe. Baum npeacraswTeau 
BLICKAILIBAIOTCH TAK, Kak OyATO 9TO UCAMKOM H 
NOAKOCTEIO NMpoGAeMa, KOTOPyO HAICKHT pe- 
waTh pexwmy Kacrpo; omnako mposomxenne 
nposepxu Toro, 4o Ha KyG6e orcyrcrsyer na- 
CTYMATCALHO? OPYAKHC, ABARCTCR CYWICCTBCHHOR 
rapantueh ana Cocannennenx Ulraros « apyrux 
CTpanw 3anaanoro HonyWApPHA, a TaKxKe MRARCTCR 
4ETKO BhIPAKCHHDIM YCAOBHEM fis OOsIaTEALCTR, 
Ha KOTOPbIC Mbi, B CBOIO OYEPeRb, COMMACHINCe. 
HeoGxoamMMocts 8 3TOR MpPoREpKe, # AOMMKEH C CO- 
KANCHHEM CKasaTb, Obina yOeanTeABHO Npone- 
MOHCTPHpOBaHa TEM, 4TO NpowsI0uMIO Ha KyGe 6 
cenTaOpe wv oKTaOpe. 

B WacTOmulee BPeMs MbI AOJKHbI NONATATLCR Ha 
Hau COOCTBEHHbIC MeTOAb HaGmOReHHA, KH ITO 
KATECK, CCAM He OyneT Hahacn "yuma H Gonee Ha- 
ACKHBIA MeTOR, 4TO Ghino Obi AAR Hac ropammo 


aaanetca OGecneyenne Toro, 4TroOkK mpenocTas- 
nennoe Bamun Ky6e opyxne ne ncnon3joRanoc. 
AAS COMANKA NPeNATCTBHA TOMY HaGmOACHHIO, 
CTOAb BAXKHOMY (018 BCEX HAC B UCARK NOyYCHHS 
HanCKHOR HHCOpMalIMK, Ha KOTOPOR MoryT oc- 
HOBbIBATLCS yayuuenna 8 OGcTanosKe. boabuoe 
swayenne, HanpHMep, MMCHO ANH MCHA Ha 
NpOULAOR HeEAEAC TO, YTO A HMCA BOIMOKHOCTL 
OODABHT C YBCPCHHOCTAMO O HaYaAne AeCMOHTAKa 


paxer. 


Finally, | would like to say a word about 
longer range matters. I think we must both 
recognize that it will be very difficult for any 
of us in this hemisphere to look forwars to 
any real improvement in our relations with 
Cuba if it continues to be a military outpost 
of the Soviet Union. We have limited our ac- 
tion at present to the problem of offensive 
weapons, but I do think it may be important 
for you to consider whether a real normaliza- 
tion of the Cuba problem can be envisaged 
while there remains [sic] in Cuba large num- 
bers of Soviet military technicians, and ma- 
jor weapons system: and communications 
complexes under Soviet control, all with the 
might be secretly and rapidly reintroduced. 
That is why I think there is much wisdom in 
the conclusion expressed in your letter of 
October 26th, that when our 
against invasion are effective the need for your 
military specialists in Cuba will disappear. 
That is the real path to progress in the Cuban 
problem. And in this connection in particular, 
I hope you will understand that we must attach 
the greatest importance to the personal assur- 
ances you have given that submarine bases will 
not be established in Cuba. 

I believe that Cuba can never have normal 
relations with the other nations of this hemi- 
sphere unless it ceases to appear to be a for- 
eign military base and adopts a peaceful 
course of non-interference in the affairs of its 
sister nations. These wider considerations 
may bctong to a later phase of the problem, 
but I hope that you will give them careful 
thought. 

In the immediate situation, however, I re- 
peat that it is the withdrawal of the missiles 
and bombers, with their supporting equip- 
ment, under adequate verification, and with 
a proper system for continued safeguards in 
the future, that is essential. This is the first 
necessary step away from the crisis to open 
the door through which we can move to re- 
store confidence and give attention to other 
problems which ought to be resolved in the 
interest of peace. 


Sincerely, 
[No signature] 


Caos © BONpocax Gonee AAMTeALHOTO HOpaaka. A 
ayMaso, 4TO Mbi O68 2OUKHbI NOHMMATh, YTO KOMY 
6bi TO HH ObLNO W3 Hac B JanaqHoM NoAsywapunm Gy- 
RCT O4CHS TPYAHO OAMAATE Kakor0-2NG6O0 ACHCTBH- 


Bpema mpoOrcmod HaCTyNaTeALHOTO OpyxXHa, HO 
#-TO fymaio, 4TO aan Bac moxet GeITh Baxi 
PACCMOTPCTL BOMPOC G TOM, MOKHO AM OKMEATS 
achcTBHTeALHOTO §=6ype©ryaAmposanna §=6KyOnncKko# 
npoGsembi, noKa Ha KyGe ocraetcs Goabumoe “nc- 
AO COBCTCKKX BOCHHMX CNCUMAANCTOB MH OCHOBHBIC 
CHCTEMbI OPyAHS HM KOMILICKChI KOMMYHHKalA 
NOM COBCTCKHM KOHTPOweM, BCe 9TO C NepHORM- 
4CCKM BOSHMKAIOUICH BOIMOAHOCTHIO TOTO, 4TO 
HacTynaTeALHOe OpyxMe MOxCT ObIT. TaaHO 
GeicTpo Bee3cHo BHOBS. TlogTOMy, & AyYMalO, YTO B 
shinOAc, CacnanHom 8 Bawem nocaanmn oT 26 
OKTSOPS , COMCPAHTCA MHOTO MYAPOCTH, 4 HMCHHO 
“TO, KOT Hamm OGNIaTCALCTBA B OTHOWCHMM OT - 
Ka3a OT BTOPACHMA BCTYNAT &8 CHny, HoOOxORH- 
MOCTb . BaLUIMX BOCHHMIX CheuanncTax Ha KyGe 
MCYEIHCT. ITO ABARCTCR ACHCTBUTCALMLIM MYTEM K 
nporpeccy 8 kyGuncxo# npoGaeme. H 8 sToR Cas3H, 
B 4aCTHOCTH, # HaReIOck, ¥TO Bei nofimete, 4TO MBI 
AOMAKHbI NpHAaBaT. Camoe GombUOe swayeHHe 
AW4HbIM 3aBCPCHHEM, TaHHbim Bam, 0 TOM, 4TO 
wa KyGe we Gynet comano 6a3 aan nomBORMMEX 
AOROK. 

A aymaw, «ro Ky6a nukorga we CMOxKeT HMCT. 
HOPMAIbHDIX OTHOWEHHA C ApyrMMM CTpaHamMn 
9TOTO NHoRyWApMR, CCAM OHA He NepecTaneT Ka- 
3aTECH MHOCTPaHHOR BOCHHOR Gax0# H HE N:PHMeET 
MHPHONO Kypca HEBMCUIATCALCTBa B Aena OpaTcKMx 
cTpan. Iro Goree umpoxne coo6paxenus, Bo3- 
MOK , OTHOCETCH K Gomee nosed CTannn NpOG- 
RCMB, OAHAKO, # HaRecIOC.. 4TO Bai TuIaTeEABHO HX 


NOMTH, 4TOGEI BOCCTAHORMTS AOBEPHE H YACAWTS 


'The Russian translation introduced a paragraph 


Khrushchev Oral Message of 
November 11, 1962" 


Yeaxaembiaé rocnoann mpesnacuT! 


A xoren G6bi BbipasHTL yAoBAcTBOpeHHe 
NO NOBOAY TOTO, 4TO B3IATbIC B COOTBETCT BMH 
c oGmeHomM nochaHMaMH MCxAZY aMH 
B34MMHBIC OOAIATCALCTBA Kak Cc Pawenh 
CTOPOHBI, Tak H C Haleh CTOpeCAbi BbI- 
nonnmoTca. MoxHO CKa3aTb, 4TO cei4uac 
ye BUAHbI OnpeacAcHHbie GraaronpHATHbic 
pesyabTaTei. Mbi uchwM Bale NOHMMaHHe 
NOAOKCHHA HK Ballic COTPYAHHYCCTBO B 
peannsalumn Kaweh CTOPOHOR B3aTbIX OOR- 
saTenecTs. Mbi co cBoeh CTOpOHM, Kak 
sceraa, B3NTbIC OONSATCALCTBA YeCTHO 
sninonnum. Hi « xoren Gp cooGumrTs Bam, 
4TO HaumM OOR3IATCALCTBAa NO ACMOHTAXYy HM 
BLIBOSY KAK PakeT, Tak M 3apanos — yxe 
BbINOAHCHbI. 

Mbi ueHMM TO, 4TO MbI JOTOBOPHANCE C 
Bamu © B3aMMONpHeEMAeMbIX CnoCcOGax AAS 
Toro, 47ro6n Bawa cropona yGeannach, 4TO 
Mbi ACACTBUTCABHO BbINOAHREM CBOK OOR3a- 
Teanctsa. To, 4To yxe Gbin0 AOCTHTHYTO B 
xone NeperoBsopos MCAAY HalWMMK Nper- 
cTrapuTenamn — Kysneuosbim, Maxkaoem n 
CTHBEHCOHOM KH TO COTPYAHM4CCTBO, KOTO- 
poe CAOAKMAOCE B Npouecce ITHX NeperoBo- 
pos — 3TO xopouiee aeno. To xe cremyeT 
CKa3aTb O COTPyAHMYeCTBe MCKAY KalnTa- 
HaMM HMalUIMX KOpaGrch, BLIBOIMAUIMX C 
Ky6bi pakeTbi, 1 COOTBETCTBYIOUIMMH Cy- 
aamu CILLA. 9ro o4eHb xOpomlo, 9TO CO- 
mano BmevaTAcHHe, 4TO Balla CTOpOHa 
TOKE KOYET COTPYAHH4AaTh NO AMKBKAAUMH 
OCTaTKOB HaNpaAXKCHHA, KOTOPOY cule BYeEpa 
6bLNO OVCHb ONACHbIM KAK JK HAlMX Hapo- 
AOB, TAK H AAA HAapOROB BCeTO Mupa. 


‘Russian text (with a number of penned-in correc- 
tons) was to Sovembassy Washington at 


22:10 Moscow tome on Nov. 11, 1962, and was communi- 
cated the next day to Robert F. Kennedy by Amb. Mo- 
brynin; English text provided by DOS. In January 192. 
the US and Russian governments jointly announced the 
release of thes document 


Kennedy-Khrushchev <acmeemomeence 


® Derar Mr. President,’ 


> 


I would like to express my satisfaction that the 
mutua! obligations taken in accordance with the 
exchange of messages between us are being car- 
ried out both by your side and our side. One can 
say that certain favourable results are already seen 
at this time. We appreciate your understanding of 
the situation and your cooperation in carrying out 
the obligations taken by our side. We, on our part, 
will as always honor our ovligations. And I would 
like to inform you that our obligations with regard 
to dismantling and removal of both missiles and 
warheads have already been fulfilled. 


We appreciate that we have come to an agree- 


"The English translation replaced the exclamation 
mark that was in the Russian orginal with a comma 
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> Thus, if we proceed from our understanding 


Takum 06pa30M, ©CIH OCHOBbIBaTbCA Ha 


Hallew JOrOBOpeHHOCTH, KOTOpasa Oba 
BbipaxeHa B Bauwiem nocnaHuuH oT 27 
OKTAOpPA MB HalliemM OTBETe OT 28 OKTAOpA, 
TO MbI — COBCTCKasd CTOPOHa — BbINOAHHIM 
CBOM OOA3aTEALCTBa M TEM CaMbIM CO3aH 
BO3MOXHOCTh JIA NMONHOH JMKBHIaAlMH 
HanpsaxeHHsa B Kapu6ckom Mope. Cnenosa- 
TeENbHO, Tellepb O4eEPesb 3a Ballieh CTO- 
POHOH, 34 TEM, YTOObI BbI TOUHO BbINONHHK 
CBOK OOa3aTebCTBa. Mbi HMeeM B BHAY, YTO 
NOMMMO OOA3aTCIbCTB, B3ATbIX Ha JUIMTEIb- 
Hoe Bpema, ¥ToO CIA camn He GyayT Hana- 
faTb Ha Ky6y u GyayT yaepxAUBAaTb OT 9TOTO 
Apyrve CTpakbi 3anagqHoro NoAywapua, Ca- 
Moe riaBHoe, 4YTO TpebyeTca CeromHA, — 
aTb MOPasIbHOe YAOBNeETBOPeHHe MHPOBOH 
OOMICCTBCHHOCTH KM YCNOKOecHHe Haposam. A 
AA ITOTO C BaleH CTOPOHbI Tpe6yeTcA — 
CHAT TaK Ha3bIBaeMOM KapaHTHH UH, KO- 
HC4HO, MpeKpaTHTb HapyllicHHe TeppuxTOpH- 
@IbHbIX BOM MH BOSYWIHOTO MpocTpaHcTBa 
Ky6b1. Ecau sto 6ynmeT npomonxarteca, TO 
TeM CaMbiIM 6OyfeT NOsmOpBaHO AOBepHe K 
BaliMM OOA3aTCALCTBAM, TO MOXET JIMUIb 
OFOP4YHTh MHMPOBYHO OOMICCTBEHHOCTh H 
ONATE OTOPOCHTh HaC Ha NOSMUMK, Ha KO- 
TOPbie Mbi He JlOJLKHbI BOIBPalllaTbCA Nocse 
AWKBHalMK TAaKOTO ONACHOTO COCTOAHHA. 
Mbi yxe He POBOPHM O TOM, 4TO 3TO GyfeT 
MCLUaTb HaM B aJibHeHLeM. 

Ham Hajio, — MbI yOexeHbI B TOM, — 
CMOTPeTb Cen4ac BHepes KM Ne1aTb MOMKHbIC 
BLIBO{bI M3 TOTO, YTO NPOH3IOUINO MO CHX 
nop, 4 H3 TOrO Xopomero, 4TO NocneAOBaNO 
3a 9THM Onarofapa ycunMaM OGeHX CTOPOH. 
Ilostomy Mbi cunTanMw G6bI, 4TO Ceft4ac Co- 
SAALOTCA YCHOBUA [LIA MOTOBOPCHHOCTH O 3a- 
mpeueHHn AepHOrTO OpyxXHA, NmpeKpa- 
UICHHM BCCX BHIOB HCibITaHHH sALepHOrO 
OpyxXHA, NO APyrMM BOTIPOCcaM, KOTOpbie 
co3pennu uw Tpe6yroT cBoero pewenna. Bot 
ye 3AaKOHYHIM CBOM MCIbITaHHA, Mbi B 
HOROpe HM BO BCAKOM CJly4ae 10 KOHUA TeKy- 
wero Pofa, BUMMO, TOKE 3aKOH4YMM CBOK 
MCIibITAaHHA. 

Ceftuac nano 6bii0 6bI NofyMaTb KM O 
KaKHX-TO PeasbHbIX Mepax HW NO BONpocy 
oGecneyenua Gonee HalexHOK Ge30nac- 
HOCTH B Mupe. B cBa3M C 3THM MbI NIpHAaeM 
BaxHOc 3HayeHHe K BailiemMy 3asBNeHMHO O 
vom, 4To CIA rorosbi nomzepxaTb ule 


which was expressed in your message of October 
27 and in our reply of October 28, then we, the So- 
viet side, have carried out our obligations and 
thereby have created possibility for complete 
elimination of tension in the Caribbean. Conse- 
quently, now it is your turn, it is for your side to 
carry out precisely your obligations. We have in 
mind that apart from the long term obligations 
that the United States itself will not attack Cuba 
and will restrain other countries of the Western 
Hemisphere from doing that, the most important 
thing which is required to-day [sic] is to give moral 
satisfaction to world public opinion and tranquilli- 
ty to peoples. And what is required from your side 
to that end is to lift the so-called quarantine and of 
course to stop violating the territorial waters and 
air space of Cuba. If this continues confidence in 
your obligations will thus be undermined which 
can only grieve world public and throw us back to 
the positions to which we must not return after the 
liquidation of such a dangerous situation. To say 
nothing of the fact that it would hamper us in the 
future. 


At present, we must—and we are convinced in 
that—look forward and draw necessary conclu- 
sions from what has happened up till now and 
from the good which followed due to the effort of 
both sides. Therefore, we believe that conditions 
are emerging now for reaching an agreement on 
the prohibition of nuclear weapons, cessation of 
all types of nuclear weapon tests and on all other 
questions which are ripe and require solution. 
You have already ended your tests and we shall 
probably also end our tests in November or at 
least before the end of this year. 


Now it is also necessary to think of some real 
measures with regard to the question of ensur- 
ing more stable security in the world. In this con- 
nection we attach great importance to your state- 
ment that the US is ready to support idea of a 
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— non-aggression pact between NATO and the War- 


makTa O HeHanageHHn Mexay HATO u cTpa- 


Hamu Bapwiascxoro goropopa. Ho raas- 
HbIM, KOHE4HO, BOMPOCOM OCTaeTCA BOMIPOC 
© pa3opyxXeHHH, O CHOMe BCeH BOCHHOH 
MallMHbI rocyfapcTs. “Uro6ni azaTe G6oAb- 
Wy!O YBEPeHHOCTL, Ha NePBOM 3Tale, MO- 
xeT ObiTb cnesoBpano Obl BePHYTLCA K 
BbIIBHHYTbIM B CBOC BPeMA HalUKM Mpesi0- 
XKCHHAM OTHOCHTCJbBHO YCTaHOBICHHA Ha 
B3aHMHOH OCHOBe HaOAWOMaTCAbHbIX NOCTOB 
Ha a9pORPOMaXx, B KPYNHbIX NopTax, Ha x*e- 
ACSHOMOPOAHbIX y31aX, AaBTOMarHCTpanAx. 
FTO HCKMIOUHNO Obi BOSMOXHOCTL BHE3AaN- 
HOrO HaflafseHHA, CCIM Kakaa-1H60 CTOpoHa 
He GynmeT 4eCTHO BecTH Ce6a, 3ax04eT COCpe- 
MOTOYHTh BOCKYIO TEXHHKY, CKOHUCHTPH- 
POBaTb CBOH BOHWCKa ANA HalaleHus. 
MimenHo 3T0 mpecnemyeTca H mpemnoxKeH- 
HeM, BbICKa3aHHbIM HeaBHO f-HOM TaHOM. 

Camo co6oh pa3ymeeTca, ocTaeTca mo- 
npexHeMYy BOMpoc O repMaHCKOM MHPHOM 
noropope, OT pellicHHa KOTOPOTO Mbi 
HuKyla Cc Bamn He yiinem. Bonee toro, To, 
4TO MbI ¢ Bamun nepexnuan eume Gombe 
NOAYePKHBaeT HCOOXOAMMOCTE CKOpemwme;ro 
PeweHHA 3TOFO BONPOCa. 

Tenepp sbiG6oppi y Bac, r-4 npesHmeHT, 32- 
KOHYMIMCh. Bei caenanw 3asBneHHe, “TO 
OYCHb OBOABHbI PC3yAbTaTaMH ITHX BLIGO- 
pos. Onn, 9TH BbIGOpbi, AcHCTBHTEAbHO, 
NpouiK B Bally nonb3y. Hac 9TH ycnexH 
TOXe He OTOPYalOT, XOTA, PasyMeeTCA, 9TO 
Balle BHYTpeHHee feno. Bam yaanocb Ba- 
wero nomMTH4ecKOrO conepHHka — r-Ha 
Hwkcova — NOnOXHT) Ha OG6¢ NONATKH. ITO 
Takxe He BbI3BaNO y Hac CNe3 Ha rnazaXx. 

A He Ha3biBalo APYrHX HeEpelicHHbIX BON- 
pocos, y Hac c Bam O4¢Hb MHOPO HX, Ha3bi- 
BalO TONbKO rnaBHbie NpoOAeMbI, OT pe- 
WCHHA KOTOPbIX BO MHOTOM 3aBHCAT CyibObI 
Mpa. 

Tenepb 0 Tom, 4TO, Kak Bbi 3aasnsete, 
Bac G6ecnoxowT ceromHa — O CamoneTax 
MJ1-28, KoTopbie BbI Ha3biBaeTe HacTyNa- 
TeAbHbIM OpyxXHeM. Mbi no 3sTOMy NoBosy 
ye 1aBAsIM CBOC Pas bACHCHHE, HK A AYMAalO, 
4¥TO BbI He MOXKEeTe He COMMACHTBCA C HaMH. 
Ho, ecav BbI He COrmacHbl, — a 3TO Balle 
npaBo, — TO, B KOHUC KOHWOB, CnpocuTe 
Bally pa3BeAKy M NYCTb OHA ACT BAM OTBCT, 
OCHOBAHHbIN He Ha MOMbICNAX, a Ha (akTax. 
Ecau ona 4T0-1n60 feHCTBHTebHO 3HaeT, TO 


saw treaty countries. But the basic question, of 
course, remains that of disarmament, of destroy- 
ing the whole war machine of states. To give more 
assurance on the first stage it might be expedient 
to return to the proposals forwarded by us some 
time ago on the establishment of observation 
posts on mutual basis at airfields, in major sea- 
ports, at railway junctions, on highways. This 
would exclude a possibility of a surprise attack if 
any side does not behave honesty, if it wants to 
concentrate military equipment and its troops for 
an attack. Precisely this is pursued by the sugges- 
tion made recently by Mr. Thant. 


It goes without saying that the question of a 
German peace treaty still remains and we can not 
[sic] escape from solving it. Moreover what we 
and you have lived through makes a speediest so- 
lution of this question still more imperative. 


Now the elections in your country, Mr. Presi- 
dent, are over. You made a statement that you 
were very pleased with the result of these el<c- 
tions. They, the elections, indeed, were in your fa- 
vor. This success does not upset us either—though 
that is of course your internal affair. ‘fou managed 
to pin your political rival, Mr. Nixon, to the mat. 
This did not draw tears from our eyes either. 


I do not name other unresolved questions, we 
have plenty of them, | name only the main prob- 
lems, on the solution of which the destinies of the 
world largely depend. 


Now about the matter that, as you state, worries 
you today about the IL-28 planes which you call an 
offensive weapon. We have already given you our 
clarification on this point and I think you can not 
[sic] but agree with us. However, if you do not 
agree—and this is your right—ask your intelli- 
gence after all and let it give you an answer based 
not on guesswork but on facts. If it really knows 
anything it must tell you the truth and namely that 
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nonxHa Bam CKa3aTb NpaBaAy, a HMeCHHO — 
ViJ1-28 aaBHo y Hac CHATbI C NPOMSBOMCTBA, C 
BoopyxcHua. M ecnw celiuac Kakoe-To 
KOJMYECTBO OCTAOCb, a KAKOC-TO YHCAO MX 
Mbi 3aBe3H Ha Ky6y, To 3To GbLI0 CaeNaHO B 
pe3yibTaTe BaWwen akUMK NpowMoro rosa, 
Korga Bbi yBennunnn GroaxeT, OObABKAK 
NpH3biB pesepspucTos. Mbi co cBoeh cTo- 
POHbI BbIHyAICHbI ObLIM Tora MpewnpH- 
HATb OTBCTHbIC MCPbi, sasepaKas CHATHE C 
BOOPyYKCHHA MH ITHX CAMONCTOB. 

Ecau 6bi He GbLno 9TOH Bale 2aKUMH, TO 
camonetos VWJI-28 y wac He Gino Gb B 
npupose, NOTOMY 4¥TO OHH nowwH Obi Ha 
CAOM KH nepensaBky. Bot KakoBo 3TO «rpo3- 
Hoe, HaCTyNaTeAbHOe» OpyxHe. Ecnu Bawa 
passeaka GecnpucTpacTHa, OHa AOMKHAa 
MpaBHAbHO OWCHHTb 3TH CamoneTbI 12- 
neTHeA AaBHOCTH MH AONOKMTE Bam, 4TO 
OHH HCNPHPOAHbI AIA = HaCTYNATebHbIX 
AeCHCTBHA. 

Mb 3aee32H Hx Ha Ky6y TOABKO noToMy, 
4YTO OHK MOryT ObITL MCNOAL3IOBAaHbI Kak G6e- 
peroBoe NOABKHAHOE CpesCcTBO OGOPOHbI Nos 
PHKPbITHeM 3alIMTHOTO OFA Ha CBOCH 
TeppuHTopun. 3a npemenamMu NpHKpbITHA, 
OHM NeTaTb He MOTYT, TaK Kak HEMeJLICHHO 
GyayT yHHYTOXKeHbI AHGO COBPeMeHHbIMH 
3CHMTHbIMH = CpemcTBamMH, AM60 mpocToh 
KAaCCHYCCKOH apTHJepren; 8 yxe He ToO- 
Bopro 06 nucTpeOuTenAx, Nepel KOTOPbIMH 
OHH COBepweHHO GSe33auINTHRI. O6 3TOM 
AONKHO ObITh H3BECTHO HE TOMbKO pa3- 
BCAKe, HO BCEM, 3€4HHMAIOIUIMMCA BOCHHbIMH 
newaMu. 

Tem He MeHee, MbI C NOHHMAaHHeM OT- 
HocuMcs K Bawiemy GecnoKkolicTBy, xOTA CO 
cBOech CTOPOHbI passenvemM CTpemscHHe 
npaspuTenbcTBa Ky6bi umeTb oGopoHHoe 
opyxHe, KOTOPOe 14BaN0 Obl BOIMOAHOCTL 
3aUMUaTb HEMPHKOCHOBCHHOCTb cBOero 
rocyaapcrTsa. 

Mostomy, ecan 6bi Bei c NOHMMaHHeM OT- 
HEC/IMCb K 9TOMY H eciH Obi MbI Cc Bamu foro- 
BOPHWJIMCh O PelUCHHH APYrHX BOMpOCOB B 
Nopsake peaniM3aliMH B3ATbIX Ha ceOs 
B3AMMHbIX OORZATELCTB, TO BOTIPOC 0 Gom- 
Sapauposuimkax VMJ1-28 mMoxHo 6bi10 6b! 
pewiuTs 6e3 3aTpyAHeHHe. 


it is long since the IL-28's have been taken out 
of production and out of use in our armed forces. 
And if some planes still remain now—and a cer- 
tain number of them have been brought by us to 
Cuba—that was done as a result of your action last 
year when you increased the budget and called up 
reservists. We on our part had to take measures in 
response at that time, having postponed taking 
those planes out of use as well. 


Had there been no such action on your part we 
would not have IL-28’s in existence because they 
would have been used for scrap. Such is this “‘for- 
midable offensive’ weapon. If your intelligence is 
objective it must give a correct appraisal of these 
12-year old planes and report to you that they are 
incapable of offensive actions.’ We brought them 
to Cuba only because they can be used as a mobile 
means of coastal defense under the cover of anti- 
aircraft fire from their own territory. They can not 
however fly beyond the limits of that cover since 
they will be immediately destroyed either by mod- 
ern anti-aircraft means or by simple conventional 
artillery; not to speak of interceptors before which 
they are entirely defenseless. But all this must be 
known not only to the intelligence but to all en- 


gaged in military matters. 


Nevertheless we regard your concern with un- 
derstanding though on our part we share the de- 
sire of the Government of Cuba to possess defen- 
sive weapons which would permit to defend the 
territorial integrity of its country. 


Therefore if you met this with understanding 
and if we agreed with you on solving other ques- 
tions in implementing the mutually assumed obli- 
gations then the question of IL-28 bombers would 
be solved witho * difficulties. 


'The translation omitied a paragraph break here. 
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B 4eM AODXKHO BbIPA3HTLCA 3TO COTPyAHH- 
4¥eCTBO B Hallie¢M NOHHMaHHH KM YTO O6- 
ner4unno Obi pewenve 3TOrO BOmpoca? 

Mobi 3aasasem Bam, uTo 3TH GomOapan- 
POBUIMKH YMpaBialOTCA TONbKO HallJMMM 
neTunkamu. CnegosatenbHo, y Bac He 
QOAKHO ObITh ONaceHHH, YTO OHH MOTYyT 
ObITb HCNOMb30BaHbI BO BPem CoeaHHeCHHbIM 
liltatam Amepwkw HAM ApyrMM COcesHHM 
CTpaHaM, PaciiONOXKCHHbIM B 3aNalHOM NO- 
aywapun. A Tak Kak Bbi M BallH COW3HHKH 
43 3anagHOrO NonywapuA B3anK Ha ceOs 
O6a3aTeNLCTBO He BTOpraTeca Ha Ky6y, To 
Ka3anocb Obl, YTO 3TO OPyKUe HE AOMKHO 
fipeACTaBAATb ONaCHOCTH JIA Bac. K Tomy 
xe Mbi 3HaCM, KAKMMH BOCHHbIMH CpejicT- 
BaMH BbI OGnagaete. Ecan Obl NPpOTHBHHK 
yrpoxal HaM TakKHM OpyXHeM, TO Mbi CO- 
BeEPWICHHO HrHOpHpoBaNK Obi 3TY yrposy, 
Tak Kak HaM 3TG He NpHYHHSANO Obl HHKa- 
Koro GecnoKOHcTBa. 

Ho Tak Kak Bbi BbIPaxaeTe ONaceHHe, 4TO 
3TO OPyAHE MOXCT MPeACTABAATh KaKyWO-TO 
yrpo3y CLUIA wan apyrum cTpaHam 3anaa- 
HOrO NOAYWapHA, KOTOPbie HE HMCHOT COOT- 
BETCTBYIOUMX OOOPOHHTEABHbIX CPpesCTB, 
Mbi BaM B Ka4ecTBe rapaHTHH 3asBAEM, YTO 
39TH CaMOJICTbI = yNpaBAAKOTCA HalliMMH 
NeCTYMKAaMH HK MOITOMY HE AOAHO ObITb ONa- 
CeHHA, 4TO OHH MOTYT ObITh HCNONbIOBAK St 
BO Bpem Kakomy Obi TO HH GObINO rocy- 
apersy. 

Kak BbI y€ e¢HAKCb Mbi BbIBEIIM PaKeTbI, 
BbIBeE3IH HM BCE OCTAIbHOe, YTO CBA3IAHO C 
pakeTamu, — sce o6opyloBaHne, KOTOPOe 
HeCOOXOMMMO [L1H HX MCHONbIOBAHHA, HK OTO- 
3BasIK Nome, OGCHYXMBAIOUIMX 39TH Pa- 
KeTbi. Tenepb, Kora paKeTbI BbIBe3CHbI, 
sonpoc 06 MJ1-28 — sto HenoHsATHbIA Chop, 
NOTOMY 4TO 3TO OPyKHe, KaK # YE CKa3aN, 
He MpencTaBAAeT WeHHOCTH Kak G6oeBoe 
opyxue cefyac, a Ha Gynyusee Tem Gonee. 
JlaBahTe AOTOBOPUMCSA HK MO TOMY BOTIpOcy, 
MKBHAMPyeM HallpsAXKCHHOCTh; BbITIOHMM 
B3aHMHbIe OOAIATCALCTBA, B3ATbIC B HALUIMX 
nocnaHuax. Baw 6pat Po6bept Kenneru B 
KavecTBe OMHOTO H3 BapHaHTOB peluecHHA 
Bponpoca 0 camonetax MJ1-28 Bbicka3anca 3a 
TO, 4TOObI 9TH CAMONECTHI NKHAQTHPOBAINCh 
TOMbKO COBETCKHMH JeTUHKaMH. Mb co- 
rnachbi Ha 3T0. Ho Mbi roToBb! nowTH 
flanibuie — He OyNeM HaCTaHBaTb Ha TOM, 


> 


In what way should this cooperation, in our un- 
derstanding, find its expression and what would 
facilitate the solution of this question? 

We state to you that these bombers are piloted 
solely by our fliers. Consequently you should not 
have any fears that they can be used to do harm to 
the United States or other neighbouring countries 
in Western Hemisphire. And since you and your 
allies in Western Hemisphere have taken an obli- 
gation not to invade Cuba then it would seem this 
weapon should not pose any threat for you. More- 
over we are aware of what military means are in 
your possession. If the enemy were threatening us 
with such weapon w. would ignore that threat 
completely for it would cause us no anxiety what- 
soever. 


But because you express apprehension that this 
weapon can be some sort of a threat to the US or 
other countries of Western Hemisphere which do 
not possess adequate defensive means we state to 
yOu as a guarantee that those planes are piloted by 
our fliers and therefore there should be no misgiv- 
ings that they could be used to the detriment of 
any state. 


As you ascertained yourself we have removed 
the missiles, we also removed everything else re- 
lated to missiles, all the equipment necessary for 
their use and recalled the personnel manuing 
those missiles. Now that the missiles are removed 
the question of [L-28's is an incomprehensible ar- 
gument because the weapon as I have already said 
is of no value as a combat weapon at present, to 
say nothing of the future. Let us come to an agree- 
ment on this question as well, let us do away with 
tension, let us fulfill the mutual pledges made 
in our messages. Your brother Robert Kennedy 
mentioned as one variant of solving the question 
of IL-28 aircraft that those planes should be pilot- 
ed by Soviet fliers only. We agree to this. But we 
are also ready to go further. We will not insist on 
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4¥TOObI NOCTOAHHO COXPaHHTb 3TH CAMOJICTbI 
Ha Ky6e. Mbi 2aeM (XKCHTAbMCHCKOE CIOBO, 
¥TO BbIBe3eM CamoneTbI MJ1-25 c M1ObMH HK 
co Bcem OGOpylOBaHHeM, KOTOPOe CBR3aHO C 
9TMMH CaMOJICTaMH, HO He Cem4ac, a NOIKe. 
Mbi xoTrean Obi ChenaTb 3TO YEpe3 KakOe-TO 
BpeMa, KOTa ONpexeNMM, 4TO CO3PeNH yc- 
noBuA ANA TOTO, 4YTOObI H3 BbIBe3TH. OG 
3TOM Mbi Bac yBelommoM. 

Jlymato, 4TO AOTOBOPeHHOCTh Ha TaKOi 
OCHOBE NO3BOAHT 3aBCPLUHTb AMKBHallHIO 
acero TOTO HallpsKeHHA, KOTOPOe ObLIO, H 
CO3MaTb YCAOBHA, YTOObI AH3Hb BOLLWIA B HOpP- 
M@JIbHY1O KONCHO, TO ecTb Obuia Obi AIA HHX 
cusata 6nOKala, 3a:PHKCHPOBaHbI B COOTBET- 
CTBYIOUMX AOKYMeHTax B Oprann3aunn O6b- 
eamHeHHbix Haunt o6s3aTenbcTBa CTOpOH, 
rapaHTMpoBaHoO HeBTOpxKeHHe Ha Ky6y 
cTporoe coGsofenne ee CyBepeHnTeTa; ObLIK 
6bi Takxe ycTaHOBeHbi NnocTh! OOH B crpa- 
Hax Kapu6ckoro paiiona, 4To6bi HH C TOM HH C 
AIPyrOH CTOPOHbI ACHCTBUTE/bHO He MpesnpH- 
HHMM@JIOCb KaKHX-JIM60 HCOKMMAHHbIX aki 
BO Bped ApyromMy ProcyAapcrBy. 

Fro Gbvio 6bi camoe Ayuuiee peweHne, 
KOTOPOe MOXHO OXHM1aTb, OCOKGCHHO HMCA B 
BAY TO HalpaxeHHe, KOTOPOe MbI Ne- 
PexXHJIM H TY MpoNnacTb, K KOTOPOH MbI No- 
noun, A a fyMalo, r-H NpesHeHT, Bei camu 
NOHMMacTe, 4TO MbI GbLIH OFeHb OK3KH K 
3Toh mponactu. Ho Mbi c Bamu pa3yMHo H 
Tpe3BO OWCHHIK NOnOKeHHe, COXpaHHAH 
Bbinepxky. [lapaiite Ke Tenepb 1alMM noN- 
HOe YAOBETBOPeHHe OOUICCTBEHHOCTH. 

To, 4TO NPOH3OUINO, MOAXKHO Hac Ceuac 
noOyAvTb K HOBbIM GOJbUIMM yCHIMAM C 
TeM, 4TOObI He JONYCTHTb NOBTOPeHHH No- 
AOOHbIX ABNeHHA, NOTOMY 4TO, CCAM HaM 
yAaNOcb B ITOT Pa3 BLINTH M3 ONACHOTO NoO- 
NOXKCHHA, TO B CEMYIOUMA pas HAM MOXKET 
ObITb H He ylactca GAarOnoONy4HO pasBaAsaTb 
3aTAHYTHIA y3en. A y3en, KOTOPbI MbI Celt- 
4aC Pa3BASbIBAeM, Ob 3aTAHYT AOBOJILHO 
TYPO, NOYTH AO NPenena. 

Mbi C NOH. anweM OTHECIMCh K NO3H- 


uMiM pyr j via WH MYTCM B3IAMMHBbIX 
yCTYNOK, K yA -° rhOpeHMIO BCeX HapomoB 
MHpa BRILIAK M3 k pHTHYCCKOTO NONOKEHHA. 
Jlapaitte teneps o6pamyem sce Haposbi 
MHpa HM MOK@KeM, 4TO 3TOT KOPAHKT 
ReHCTBHTENbHO CTA BYePallHHM HEM, jla- 
BaliTe HOpMaIH3yem nonoxeHHe. HM xopowo 


permanently keeping those planes on Cuba. We 
have our difficulties in this question. Therefore we 
give a gentleman's word that we will remove the 
IL-28 planes with all the personnel and equipment 
related to those planes, although not now but lat- 
er. We would like to do that some time later when 
we determine that the conditions are ripe to re- 
move them. We will advise you of that. 


I think that an agreement on such basis will en- 
able us to complete the elimination of all the ten- 
sion that existed and will create conditions for life 
to resume its normal course, that is the blockade 
would be immediately removed; the pledges of 
the sides would be registered in the appropriate 
documents in the United Nations Organization; 
non-invasion of Cuba and strict observance of her 
sovereignty guaranteed; the UN posts established 
in the countries of the Caribbean so that neither 
one nor the other side would indeed undertake 
any unexpected actions to the detriment of anoth- 
er State. 


This would be the best solution which can be an- 
ticipated especially having in mind the tension 
that we lived through and the abyss we came to. 
And I believe, Mr. President, that you yourself 
understand that we were very close to that abyss. 
But you and we soberly and wisely appraised the 
situation and maintained self-control. Let us now 
give a complete satisfaction to the public. 


What happened should now prompt us to make 
new great efforts so that no repetition of such 
events should be allowed because if we succeeded 
in finding a way out ol » dangérous situation this 
time , next time we might not safely untie the tight- 
ly made knot. And the knot that we are now untie- 
ing [sic] has been tied rather tightly, almost to the 
limit. 


We displayed an understanding with regard to 
the positions of each other and came out of a criti- 
cal situation through mutual consessions [sic] to 
the satisfaction of all peoples of the world. Let us 
now izive joy to all peoples of the world and show 
that this conflict really became a matter of yester- 
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Obiio Obi ecu Obi Cc BaleH CTOpOHb! Obiin 
MIpeAMPHHATLI yCHAMA K TOMY, 4TOObI HOP- 
MaJIM3auMa Oba NOAKOK, ACACTBHTELHOM 
HOPMA@JIN3allMed, a 3TO HCOOXOMMMO CaleNaTb 
B MHTepecax BCEX HaPOMOB M 3TO B HalliMX 
cusax. 


C yBaxeHHem 
H.C. Xpymes. 


Kennedy Oral Response of 
November 12, 1962' 


N. S. Khrushev [sic] and the President 
agree in principle that the IL-28 aircraft shall 
be withdrawn within a certain period of time. 
Following this agreement the US will imme- 
diately, even tomorrow, lift all quarantine, 
without waiting for the completion of the air- 
craft pullout. The US side would, of course, 
prefer that the agreed time period for with- 
drawi.g the IL-28 aircraft were made public. 
However, if the Soviet side has any objec- 
tions to making it public, the President will 
not insist. N. S. Khrushev’s [sic] word would 
be quite suffice [sic]. As for the period of 
time, it would be good if the aircraft were 
withdrawn within, say, 30 days. 


Khrushchev Message of Nov. 13, 1962” 


A c GonbuiMM yAOBAeTBOpeHHeM O3Ha- 
KOMMJICA C OTBETOM Npe3nfeHTa CILIA x co- 
rnaceh Cc TeMM COooOpaxeHHaMM, KOTO- 
pbie BbICKa3an MpesnseHT. Mune ocoGeHHo 


'The DOF has been unable to locate an original ver- 
sion of President Kennedy's oral communication in re- 
sponse to Chairman Khrushchev's oral communication 
of Nov. 11, 1962. This “unofficial translation” was fv 
nished by the Russian Embassy. The Russian text noted 
that the message had been conveyed to Ambassador Do- 
brynin by Robert Kennedy for forwarding to Chairman 
Khrushchev and that it had been received in Moscow on 
Nov. 13, 1962. In January 1992, the US and Russian 
governments jointly announced the release of ths 
document. 


day, let us normalize the situation. And it would 
be good if on your part efforts were made to make 
the normalization a complete, real normalization 
and it is necessary to do this in the interests of all 
peoples and this is within our power. 

Sincerely 


H.C.Xpyuies 4 NpesMAeHT ACTOBApPHBAIOTCA B 
npuxumne, 4To camoneTsi MJI-28 GyayT sipe- 
AeHbI B TeYeHHe ONPeReNeHHOTO cpoxa. Ilocae 
Tako# gorosopenuoctu CIA cpa3sy «xe xoT. 
3aBTpa, OCPMUKaANLHO CHHMA@IOT BCRKMA Ka- 
PaHTHH, He JOKMMAACh KOHUA BLIBOSA Camone- 
TOB. AMCpHKaHCKas CTOPOHA, pasymeeTca npea- 
nowila 6b, YTOGbI COrMaCOBaHHbIA CPOK BLIBOZA 
camonetos VJ1-28 6bin 6s ony6Ganxosan. On- 
HakO, CCAM Y COBCTCKOM CTOPOHbI CCT KaKkne- 
an6o0 BOSpaxeHusa NpoTHB nyGavKauMH TakOoro 
CPpoka, TO Npe3MAeCHT Ha 9TOM He HacTanBaeT. C 
Hero BHoOAHe RocTaTO“HO choBa H.C. Xpyuiesa. 
UTo kacaeTca cpoKa, TO Gbino0 bi xopomO, ecan 
Obi CamONeTbI ObLIM BLIBEIECHbI, CKaKEM. B Te- 
yenne 30 gneh. Boe 937To npemnoxenne Mb 
npocum coo6umTs H. C. Xpyuiesy. 


I tave read with great satisfaction the reply 
of the President of the United States and I agree 
with the considerations expressed by the Presi- 
dent. It is of particular pleasure to me that we 


Russian text received at MFA at 23:30 Moscow time 
on Nov. 13, 1962, and dispatched to Sovembassy Wash- 
ington (copies to Havana and New York) at 3:30 a.m. 
Moscow time on Nov. 14, 1962 —- Ambassador Dobrynin 
was instructed to meet with R. Kennedy to convey 
Khrushchev's confidential reply to the President; English 
text furnished by DOS. Given the hour of the delivery to 
the MFA, the message is treated here  wiginating on 
Nov. 13, although the Russian consider — _-riginating on 
Nov. 14, 1962. In January 1992, the US... “ussian gov- 
ernments jointly announced the release of this document. 
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NpHATHO, 4TO, BAAMMO, Y HaC OMHH H Te KE 
xwKeNaHHA, KAK MOXHO CKOpece AHKBHAMPO- 
BaTb COCTOSHHe€ HallpsxXKCHHOCTH H HOp- 
MaIH3OBaTb NONOKeEHHE C TEM, 4TOObI 
passa3aTb ce6e pyKM 218 HOPMAJIbHOM pa- 
6oTbI H ANA PelicHHA BOMPOCOB, KOTOpBiIe 
OxHMalOT CBOerO pelmieHHa. A OHO 3aBH- 
CHT, [NaBHbIM 06pa30M OT AOTOBOPeHHOCTH 
MCxXJy HaMH — ABYMA CaMbIMH BCHKMMH 
Re¢pXKaBaMi B MHpe, Ha KOTOPbIX ACXHT OCO- 
6aa OTBCTCTBCHHOCTL 3a OGecrieyeHHe MUpa 
Gombe, 4eM Ha IPyXHXx CTpaHax. 

Bonpoc 0 cpokax sbiBo3a MJ1-28 B Ha- 
spannbie 30 ane He ABNACTCA KaKHM-TO 
3Toro cpoKka G6GyneT HemocraTouHO. Kak a 
ye TOBOPH B CBOCM YCTHOM MOCHaHHH, f 
MOry AaTb 3aBepeHHe MpesMseHTy, YTO 3TH 
camoneTsi GyayT yaanenbi Cc Ky6ni, co scem 
O6OpyhOBaHHeM HM ACTHBIM COCTaBOM. 9TO 
MOXKHO GynheT CAeaTh B TeYeCHHe ABYX-Tpex 
mecaues. Ho 108 MeHs, 218 Halen CTpaHbi 
6bi10 6b Gonbuium OGRervennem, ecan 6bi 
Kak MOXHO CKOpee AHKBHAMPOBaTb COCTO- 
HMC HAalPAXKCHHOCTH, KOTOPOe CNOXMIOCL 
n Kapu6ckom mope. A ume B Buy TO, 
0 4eM & Ye TOBOPHN, 4 HMCHHO: Cefuac xe 
CHATh KapaHTHH, TO eCTb 6AOKaly, mpe- 
KpaTuTs nonetsi camonetos CIA nag 
Ky6oH, 3acbuKcupoBaTb B3aHMMHbIe O6s3a- 
TCARCTBa, BbITeKaIOUWC M3) = «6>NOCnaHHi 
npesMmeHnta WH MOUX OT 27 H 28 OKTAOpA, Ana 
vero BalJMM H HalliMM mMpeacTaBuTenaM 
HCOOXOAMMO COCTaBHTb C y4aCTHeM H.O. 
Tencexpetaps OOH Y Tana coorsetctsy- 
10H MOKYMCHT. ITO Ce4ac rnaBHoe. 

Bei nonmmaete, KOra MbI TOBOpHKAH, 
4TO ECAH Cef4ac HAO OOLABHTS O BbIBOIC 
MJ1-28 8 TO Bpems, KOrMa BalUK CaMONeTbI 
aeTaiworT Han Ky6oi, To 3To co3maeT 18 Hac 
HeMasibie TpymHOcTH. He comHesaiocb, Boi 
noimeTe, — HW 3TO NOHMMAaCT MpaBHTesb- 
crso Ky6bi, — 4To Takwe ReHCTBHA ABIA- 
1OTCA HapyueHHeM CyBepeHHTeTa KyOnH- 
cxoro rocynapcrsa. Tlostomy 6bin0 6b! 
Pa3yMHbIM WarOM CO3aTb KH B 3TOM OTHO- 
WeHHHK YCHOBHA 1.18 HOPMANK3allHH NONO- 
XKCHHA, a ITO BO MHOTOM OOFeEr4HAO 6bI Noh- 
TH HaBcTpe4yy Bauiemy noxenaHHW 06 ycKo- 
peHHH BLIBO3a C Ky6bi camonetos MJI-28. 

Ecau 6bi Mbi Ceftyac BCero 3TOTO AOCTHTAK 
H ecan 6b 06 39TOM ObL10 OOBABNCHO, Tora 


seem to have the same desire to liquidate as soon 
as possible the state of tension and normalize the 
situation so that to untie our hands for normal 
work and for solving those questions that are 
awaiting their solution. And this depends in the 
main on agreement between us—the two greatest 
powers in the world with whom special responsibi- 
lity for ensuring peace lies to a greater degree than 
with other countries. 


The question of the withdrawal of the IL-28s 
within mentioned 30 days does not constitute any 
complicated question. Yet this period will proba- 
bly not be sufficient. As I already said in my oral 
message I can assure the President that those 
planes will be removed from Cuba with all the 
equipment and flying personnel. It can be done in 
2-3 months. But for me, for our country it would 
be a great relief if the state of tension that evolved 
in the Caribbean were liquidated as soon as possi- 
ble. I have ‘n mind what I have already said, na- 
mely: to lift immediately the quarantine that is 
blockade; to stop the flights of the US planes over 
Cuba; to write down the mutual committments 
[sic] ensuing from the messages of the President 
and mine of October 27 and 28 to which end your 
representatives and ours have to prepare with the 
participation of the UN acting Secretary General 
U Thant an appropriate document. This is the 
main thing now. 


You understand that when we say that it is nec- 
essary to announce now the withdrawal of the IL- 
28's at the time when your planes «ure flying over 
Cuba it creates for us no small dif/iculties. I have 
no doubt that you will understand—and the Cu- 
ban Government unders‘ands this—that such ac- 
tions constitute violation ot suvereignty of the Cu- 
ban state. Therefore it would be reasonable step 
to create in this respect also conditions for the nor- 
malization of the situation and this in a great de- 
gree would make it easier to meet your wish of ex- 
pediting the withdrawal of the IL-28 planes from 
Cuba. 


If we attained all that now and if this were 
announced, then more favourable conditions 
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Aas Halle CTpaHbi cosfanuch Obi Gonee 
OnarONnpHATHbIC YCNOBMA 1A PCLUCHHA BO- 
nmpoca 0 CpokaX BbIBO3a CamoneTos MJI1-28. 

Cefuac xe AaBHbic TPyAHOCTH Mbi 
HCIIbITbIBACM MMCHHO B TOM, 4TO, KaK BCEM 
XOPOWO H3BCCTHO, HM Ha 3TO HaM CIipa- 
BCAAMBO YKa3bIBalOT, MbI BbIBeE3NH C Ky6pi 
pakeTbi # GOerONOBKH, T.¢. BbINOAHKAK 
B3ATBIC Ha CeOn OOn3aTenbCTBa, a CillA 
CBOHX OOR3ATCNLCTB HE BbINONHACT — Ka- 
PaHTHH MpOMOAKaeTca, NPOMOAKaloTcA No- 
NeTbI aMCPHKaHCKMX CaMoueTOB Hal Ky6oi 
H HET COrmaleHMs, KOTOPOe PuKCHpOBaO 
6b1 vGasatenpcraa CIA. A sce 3T0 Ha- 
XOMMT YUH, KOTOPbIe CAYUIAaIOT MH CAYWAIOT 
BHMMaTeNbHO. Ham TpyaHo AaTb O6b- 
ACHCHHEe TAKOMY HHYEM He ONpasaHHOMy N0- 
noxennw. Ilosromy 2.98 Toro, 4ToGbI Obiia 
OCYLUCCTBACHa 3%aGKePiUaloOUlaA Npouesypa 
nocue TOrO, Kak BMIRCSHbI pakeTbi Hu Goero- 
AOBKH, NOMKeH GyTR yxe celyac OTMCHCH 
KapaHTHH, NpekpallicHb! NoneTbI amepH- 
KaHCKHX CaMOneTOB HK” : TeppuToOpHel Ky6bi 
H CChOPMYAMPOBAaHb! B COOTBCTCTBYIOUICM 
AOKyMeHTe C npwHBneyeHHem OOH B3aum- 
Hbie OOA3aTCNLCTBa CTOPOH. 

Mue TpyAHoO CKa3aTb, KaKad KOHKPeTHO 
BO3MOXHA JOTOBOPCHHOCTL MO BOMpocy O 
HaGmonaTenbHbix noctax OOH. Ho bi, a 
Takxe NpaBuTenbcTBO Ky6bi yxe HF bABKIK 
xeNaHHe MOTOBOPHTLCA MO 3ITOMY BOTIPOcy. 
Ecau sonpoc o nocrax untepecyet u CILIA, — 
a A AyMalO, 4YTO OH JOJDKCH HHTepecoBaTh, 
— TO A C4UMTAalO PasyYMHbIM JOroBOpHTECA 06 
9T0i4. Mue jymaeTca, :.papuTenbcTBo Ky6pi 
He OTKa#’ orca OT NocToB OOH, pa3zyme- 
eTCA, IPH YCNOBMM YBaxXeHuA CyBepeHUTeTa 
Ky6bi, papHonpaBHOrO OTHOUWCHHA K Hel, 
KOTOPOe JONXKHO BbIPa3HTbCA B TOM, 4TO H 
Ha TEPpHTOpHK ApyrMx cTpan Kapu6cKoro 
MOPA, a TAKXKE B COOTBETCTBYIOWICM pahone 
CUIA G6yayT BLICTaBNeHbI Takuve Xe NOCTbI 
OOH, T.e. npu ycnosun, 4To 6yfeT co6s1w- 
leHa B ITOM BONPOCe B3aMMHOCTb. 

Bei nonumaete, r-H I[Ipesugent, 4To 
HHKaKas CTpaHa HE MOXeCT NPHHATL OMHO- 
CTOPOHHHX OOR3ATCNBCTB, a CeNaTb UX 
B3aMMHbIMH -— 3TO ObLNO Obi PasyMHbIM. 

A yxe ToBOpHa, “TO, BHIMMO, HaM 
npugetca B neperoBopax Me@XxKy HallMMH 
CTpaHaMH O pa3OpyXeHHH Ha NepBom 9Tare 
BEPHYTLCA K HalliMM MpesoxKeHusM, Npes- 


would be created for our country to solve the 
ion of time table for the withdrawal of IL-28 
planes. 

Now our main difficulties lie precisely in the fact 
that, as it is well known to everybody and it is be- 
ing rightfully pointed out to us, we have removed 
from Cuba missiles and warheads, that is, we have 
fulfilled our committments [sic] while the US is 
not carrving out its committments [sic}—the quar- 
antine continues, the US planes continue to fly 
over Cuba and there is no agreement that would 
register the pledges of the US. And all this finds 
ears that are listening and listening attentively. It 
is difficult for us to give explanations to such un- 
justifiable state of affairs. Therefore to carry out 
the final procedure after the missiles and war- 
heads have been removed, already now the quar- 
antine must be lifted, the flights of the American 
planes over Cuba must be stopped and mutual 
committments [sic] of the sides must be written 
down in an appropriate document with the partici- 
pation of the UN. 


It is hard to say for me what specific agrsement 
is possible on the question of UN observation 
posts. But we as well as the Government of Cuba 
have already expressed a desire to come to terms 
on this question. If the question of the observation 
posts is of interest to the US—and I think it must 
be of interest—then I consider it wise to come to 
an agreement on this. I think that the Government 
of Cuba will not object to the UN posts, of course 
on the condition of respect for the sovereignty of 
Cuba, on the condition of treating her as equal 
which must mean that on the territory of other 
countries of the Caribbean and in a corresponding 
region of the US there will be also set up similar 
UN posts, that is on the condition that reciprocity 
will be observed in this (.uestion. 


You uncerstand, Mr. President, that no coun- 
try can assume unilateral committments [sic], and 
it would be wise to make them mutual. 


I have already said that perhaps it will be neces- 
sary for us in the negotiations on disarmament be- 
tween our countries at the first stage to re.urn to 
our proposals providing for the establishment 


Problems of Communism Spring 1992 
eee eee ee eee ener eee eee eee a es 


YCMaTPHBalOUIMM MOCTbI Ha a9pOmpoMaXx, B 
KPYNHbIX NOpTax, Ha KeAC3IHOMOPOXHbIX 
y3ax HM Ha aBTOMarHcTpanax C TeM, 4TOObI 
CO34aTb rapaHTHM 11K BCX CTpaH Mpa, 4TO 
HMKaKasa CTPpaHa TawHO He MOXKET COcpejo- 
TOYHTL BOMCKAa HM NOATOTOBHTLCA K Halla- 
ACHHIO HAM BTOPXCHHHO B APyrylO CTpany. 
ITO pasyMHO, 3TO HaM MMNOHHPyerT. 

Ecaun 6b1 Boi aann BalimMm Ipeactasu- 
Tenam Makknow, CruspeHcony “ ~Apyrum 
COOTBETCTBYIOUIME YKa3aHHA MO BORpOCy O 
noctax OOH sB paitone Kapu6ckoro mopa x 
npuneraioumx paionax CIA, a Haun 
MpeACTasMAeCNM MMCIOT TaKHe yKa3aHHA, H 
ecav Obl OHH AOTOBOPHANCh, TO MOXKHO 
6bino 6bi Bce 3TO OGHaponoBaTL. Torna 
6bLin Obi CHATHI Te TPYAHOCTH, CBA3AHHbIC C 
ny6AM4HbIM OO bABICHHEM O BbIBO3e CaMO- 
netos WJI-28, u mbi Ha3Bann Obi Tora 
onpemeneHHbie Cpoku. Buaumo, 3TH CPpOKH 
OyAYT 3HAYHTENBHO KOPOYE TeX, KOTOPbie A 
Ha3bIBalo, a, MOXeCT ObITh, MaKe KOpoYe 
Tex, KoTopbie Bamu Ha3BaHbl. 

Ilostomy Ham ChemyeT CilenaTb 3apep- 
walouMi War B ITOM HanpaBnenuu. Torna 
Mbi JCACTBUTCABHO paspyOKAHK Obi y3en, Ko- 
TOpbih Obl AOCTATOYHO TyrO 3aTAHYT, a, 
paspyOus ero, MbI CO32a/1M Obl HOPMaIbHbIC 
OTHOWICHHA MCXKY HaliMMM CrpaHaMH, K 
4YeMY CTPCMHTCA Halll HAPOM M Yere XOYET, 
— MbI yYOexXIeHbI B 3TOM, — H Baw Hapon. 

A no3ssontwo ce6e BbiICKa3aTb elle HeKO- 
Topbie coo6paxenua — H, AyMalo, Boi He 
o6ufeTech Ha MCHA HM He COUTETE, YTO A YK 
CAMWIKOM BTOpratoch B Cchepy BalliHx BHy- 
TpenHux fen. Tonocospanve Ha BbIGOpax B 
CenatT # Nanaty mpenctasutened nH BbIGopax 
ryGepHaTOpoB, KOTOPOe TONbKO 4YTO HMCNO 
mMecTO, mpepeno K nposany Bawero co- 
NepHHKa B MPOLLIOM, ABHO TOTOBMBILICTOCA 
ONATH K CACMYIOUIMM Mpe3sHACHTCKMM BbIGO- 
pam. [loka3aTenbHO, 4TO B pe3ynbTaTe 
BLIGOPOR NPOBaANKAKCh KaK pa3 Te KaHAH- 
laTbl, KOTOPbie BLICTYNaNH, — A NOIBOAKA 
6bi cebe ynoTpeGuTb Takoe BbIpaxenne , — 
c HanGonee OFONTeNbIMH BOMHCTBCHHbIMH 
pewamMu. 

ITO TOBOPHT O TOM, 4TO aMepHKaHCKHA 
Hapom ye HAYHMHACT 4YBCTBOBATh, 4YTO CCIM 
fanbiuie GyfeT MpOMONKaTbCA TOHKA BOOPy- 
weHHA, ecm He GyfeT HaeHO pasyMHoe 
pewienne w He GymeT AOCTHIHYTAa AOTOBO- 
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of posts at airfields, in major sea-ports, at railway 
junctions, on highways in order to give guarantees 
to all the countries of the world that no country 
will be able to secretly concentrate troops and get 
prepared for an attack against or envasion [sic] of 
another country. It is wise, it appeals to us. 


If you would give your representatives—Mc- 
Cloy, Stevenson and others—appropriate instruc- 
tions on the question of UN posts in the Caribbean 
region and adjoining regions of the US—and our 
representatives have such instructions—and if 
they would come to an agreement then all this 
could be made public. Then there would be re- 
moved the difficulties connected with making a 
public announcement on the withdrawal of [L-28 
planes and we would name then specific dates. 
These dates will be probably much closer than 
those which I name and maybe even closer than 
those which were named by you. 


That is why we should make a final step in this 
direction. Then we would really cut the knot 
which was tied tightly enough and having cut it we 
would create normal relations between our coun- 
tries to which our people aspires and which your 
people, we are sure of that, also wants. 


I will allow myself to express some other consid- 
erations and I believe you will not take offence 
and will not consider that I intrude too much into 
the sphere of your inte: al affairs. Voting in the 
elections to the Sena.., t've House of Representa- 
tives and in gubernatorial elections which just 
took place has resulted in the defeat of your for- 
mer rival who was clearly preparing again for the 
next presidential elections. It is significant that as 
a result of the elections precisely those candidates 
were defeated who, if I may use such an expression, 


This indicates that the American people already 
begins to feel that if the arms race continues 
further, if a reasonable solution is not found 
and an understanding is not achieved between 
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Jlasaitre xe ne TOMNTL moneh MUpa BO 
BCCM MMpe, faBaliTe AalMM MM NIpHATHO? 
yaosneTBopenne. Paspy6us y3en 8B Kapu6- 
CKOM MOPe, MbI T€M CaMbIM Cpa3y CO31aMM 
aywume yYCROBMA HM YKpPenwM HalexXAbI y 
mioneh Ha paspelweHHe APyrux BOMpocos, 
KOTOpbie cefuac OKMMAIOT CBOETO pa3pe- 
wenua. Hapofbi OxHMaIOT MYAPOCTH OT 


Hac, Mpexge Bcero OT HallIMX AByXx rocy-~ 


napcTs. Kone4Ho, #allu 18a rocymapcTBa He 
MOTYT BCe Ce aTb, HO BCe OT Hac 3aBHCAICYe 
B CMbICHe AOTOBOPeHHOCTH GyaeT HMCTb pe- 
wmiaioulee 3HayeHHe. HyXHO 1M MOKa3bIBaTb, 
4¥TO H Apyrue rocyfapcTsa Opin Obi Takxe 
AOBONbHBI. A TOT, KTO 6bLI OCOGeHHO HERO- 
BONCH, NOCHE ITOK AOTOBOPCHHOCTH JONKCH 
G6yaeT COrmacuTLcA, 4TO Apyroro He AaHO, 
4TO NYTb K MMPy ABIACTCA CaMbIM pa- 
3YMHBIM HM CAMHCTBCHHbIM MyTeM, OTBe- 
4YalOUMM “aAHHAM BCEX POCyMapcTB, BCeXx 
Haponos. 
C yBaxeHnem 


H. Xpyuses 


Kennedy Oral Reply of 
November 15, 1962" 


I am glad to learn of your assurance of 
agreement that the IL-28s should be with- 
drawn. All that remains is to reach under- 
standing on the timing. 

Let me review the undertakings in my I+t- 
ter of October twenty-seventh and your let- 
ter of Cctober twenty-eighth. You agreed to 
remove the weapons systems we described 


"English text furnished by DOS; Russian text is 
version telegraphed at 21:20 Moscow ume on Nov. 16, 
1962, to Amb. Mikoyan in Havana with this note: “We 
transmit the text of the oral reply of President Kennedy 
to the latest confidential letter of N. S. Khrushchev 
(Dobrynin telegram 1930 of November 15). Our opinion 
will be communicated to you presently.”’ The telegram 


our countnes then our peoples will feel still more 


strongly the threat of the dreadful catastrophe of a 
thermonuclear war. 


Let us then not keep people of peace all over the 
world in suspense, let us give them joyous satisfac- 
tion. Having cut the knot in the Caribbean we 
tions and would reinforce people's hope for cop- 
their solution. Peoples expect wisdom from us, 
first of all from cur two states. Of course our two 
states can not do «-verything, but all that depends 


on us in the sense of reaching an understanding 
will be of decisive importance. Neediess to prove 


that other states would be also satisfied. And he 
who was especially displeased will have to agree 
after this understanding is reached that there is no 
other way, that the way to peace is the wisest and 
the only way of meeting the aspirations of all 
states, all peoples. 


Sincerely, 


A pan y3naTb © Bawiem 3sapepenmn 0 cornacnn, 
¥To camoneTbi MJ1-28 20AxKHbI GbIT BLIBE3CHbI. 
Bee, 4TO OcTaeTCA — 3TO JOCTH4S BIAaMMONOHH- 
MaHHa O CpOKaXx. 

TlossonbTe MHe HanOMHUTh OGs3aTenLCTBA, 
comepxKalll) CCA B MOEM NHCbMe OT 27 OKTROPA HB 
Bawem nuceme oT 28 oxta6pa. Bai cormacnance 
BbIBCITH CACTEMbI OpyXHA, KOTOPO? MbI Ha3Bain 


continued: “Late tonight (near midnight’ R. Kennedy 
visited me and communicated the following oral re- 
sponse of the President to the latest communication of 
N.S. Khrushchev.” Dobrynin noted that ths text had no 
address or signature. In January 1992, the US and Rus- 
sian governments jointly announced the release of this 
document. 


as offensive and with suitable safeguards to 
half the further introduction of such weapons 
into Cuba. On our side, we undertook to 
agree to remove the quarantine measures in 
effect and to give assurances against an inva- 
sion of Cuba. There were two conditions at- 
tached to our undertaking. The first was that 
the weapons systems would be removed 
“under appropriate United Nations observa- 
tion and supervision,” and, second, that 
there would be established “adequate ar- 
rangements through the United Nations to 
ensure the carrying out and continuation of 


that we have not fulfilled ours. Let us recall 
what, in fact, has occurred. You have re- 
moved a certain number of missiles from 
Cuba—not under United Nations supervi- 
sion—but you did cooperate in arrangements 
which enabled us to be reasonably sure that 
forty-two missiles were in fact taken out of 
Cuba. There has been no United Nations 
verification that other missiles were not left 
behind and, in fact, there have been many re- 
ports of their cing concealed in caves and 
elsewhere, and we have no way of satisfying 
those who are concerned about these re- 
ports. The IL-28’s are still in Cuba and are of 
deep concern to the people of our entire 
Hemisphere. Thus, three major parts of the 
undertakings on your side—the removal of 
the IL-28’s, the arrangements for verifica- 
tion, and safeguards against introduction 
—have not yet seen carried out. 

We suppose that part of the trouble here 
may be in Cuba. The Secretary General of 
the United Nations was not allowed to make 
arrangements for the experts he took with 
him to Cuba to verify removal of the offen- 
sive weapons; the Cuban Governmem did 
not agree to international Red Cross inspec- 
tion at ports; they have refused the Secretary 
General's suggestion that the Latin Ameri- 
can Ambassadors in Havana undertake this 
verification, they have rejected a further sug- 
gestion of the Secretary General concerning 
the use of various now-aligned Chiefs of Mis- 
sion in Havana for this purpose. It is difficult 
for me to understand why the Cubans are so 
resistant to the series of reasonable proposals 
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HaCTYNATCALHLIM, H MPH COOTBCTCTBYIOUIMX ra- 
PaHTMAX He AONY“KaTb AatbHchwCrO BBO3a Ta- 
Koro OpyxHS Ha Ky6y. Co caoeh croponb, mai 
B380K Ha COOK OGR3ATECALCTBO COPNACHTLCA CHRTL 
BBCACHHBIC KapPaHTMHHbic MCPbi M AaTb 3aBe- 
pewma © HeBTOpxAcHHH Ha Ky6y. Hawe oG6s3a- 


4¥TO B JCACTBUTEABHOCTH MpoH30ULAO. Bei Bbi- 
se3zu “3 KyGel onpenmenennoe 4ncno paxeT — 
He NO” Haz30pom Oprann3aunn OG LCAMHHCHHBIX 
Haun — wo Boi npoxsuan coTpyaHM4ecTBO 8 
OCYUICCTBACHHY Mep, KOTOPbIc NOIBOAKAK HaM B 
AOCTaTOMHOR Mepe ObITL YBCPCHHLIMH B TOM, 4TO 
42 pakeTbi 6biim ACACTBHTCALHO BbIBCICHLI 43 
Ky6b1. Oprann3auned OGteannennerx Haun we 
6bin0 NpoBeAcHO NpoBepKHM TOTO, He OCTAROCE 
aM TaM APyrux paket, MH, AeACTBHTCALHO, Obin0 
MHOTO COOGUICHHA O HX COKPSITHH B Newepax H 
Apyrux MeCTaX, HY HAC HET BOSMOXKHOCTH AaTS 
yAOBACTBOPeHHe TeM, KTO NposBaReT o3a6o4"eH- 
HOCTb B CBA3H C 9THMH COOGuICHHAMH. CamoneTBI 

ViJ1-28 sce euse Haxoastca Ha KyGe # BbrsitpaioT 
rayGoxyto o3a60"4CHHOCTL y HapoROB BCerO Ha- 
wero nozywapus. Takum O6pa30m, TPH BaxKHBIX 
yacTu OGa3aTeabcTs C Baek Croponb! — BbIBO3 
camonetos HJ1-28, opranw3aunsa mpowepKH H Ta- 
PaHTHH NMpoTHB BBO3a B GynyuIem — cule He 
BbINONHCHbI. 

Mbi mpeanonsraem, 4TO 4YaCTHYHO TpyAHOCTH 
WeCh BOSHHKANWT H3-3a Ky6ni. Tenepanbnomy 
cexpetapro Opranwiaunn §=©6OG.eaMHeHHDIX 
Hauni we Gbii0 NOIBONEHO NPHHATL MepbI K 
TOMY, “TOO! SKCHeEpThi, KOTOPRIX OH BIKA C 
co6oh Ha Ky6y, nposepuan Bbipo3 HacTynaTeAb- 
HOTU OpyxKHR; KYGHHCKOe NPaBHTEALCTBO He Cor- 


O, HOCHTCABHO MCNOAbIOBAHHA AAR 3TOR CAH 
TAaB MACCHA PaINM4HbIX HCNPHCOCAMHMBUIMXCR 
cTpan 8 Tapane. Mue Tpyano nouaTL, novemy 
KYGUHUbI Tak NPOTHBATCR COP PasyMHbIX Npen- 
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that have been made to them by U Thant un- 
less, for reasons of their own, they are deter- 
mined to see the crisis prolonged and wors- 
ened. We both have means of influencing the 
Cuban Government and I do not believe that 
we can allow that Government to frustrate 
the clear understandings our two governments 
have reached in the interests of peace. 

In these circumstances we have so far been 
patient and careful, as we have been, indeed, 
at every stage. As you know from your own 
reports, we have always applied the quaran- 
tine with care and with regard for the posi- 
tion of others, and in recent days we have re- 
lied on the oral assurances of the masters of 
your ships and other ships. Moreover I my- 
self held back orders for more forceful action 
right to the limit of possibility during the 
week of October 27th and 28th. But we can- 
not make progress from here—or avoid a re- 
turn of danger to this situation—if your side 
now should fall into the mistake of claiming 
that it has met all its commitments, and refus- 
ing to help with the real business of carrying 
out our purpose of untyirg the Cuban knot. 

What, in these circumstances, should be 
done? We are entitled to insist on removal of 
the IL-28’s and on safeguards against reintro- 
duction of offensive weapons before we lift 
the quarantine or give assurances of any sort. 
But we are interested in making rapid prog- 
ress, step-by-step, and that is why we have 
proposed an arrangement more favorable 
from your standpoint: that as soon as you 
give the order for the removal of the IL-28's 
and their men and equipment, to be complet- 
ed within thirty days, (and I am glad you say 
the length of time is not the real problem) we 
will announce the lifting of the quarantine. 
That is more than we agreed to on October 
twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth, but we 
wish to end this crisis promptly. 

Beyond that, we are quite willing to in- 
struct our negotiators in New York to work 
closely with yours in order to reach agree- 
ment on other matters affecting this prob- 
lem. We believe, again, that these matters 
should follow the removal of offensive weap- 
ons systems, but just as we have been able to 
discuss other matters while a number of mis- 
siles were leaving, we believe the urgently 
needed talks can and should go forward 


noxmenuh, cacnannex um Y Tanom, ecan TOMLKO 
OHM, DO CBOuM COGCTBCHHBM COOo6paxCHHEM He 
ROGHBROTCR SATRAKH HM ycyryGncHMA KDHSHCAa. 
Y wac o60ux ecTe CpeacTsa nosAMATL Ha KyGun 
CKOC NPaBNTCALCTBO, H & He ZyMakO, YTO MBI MO- 
KOM NOIWOAKMTS IJTOMY NPABKTCALCTBY COPBaTL 
4YETKYWO JOTOBROPCHHOCTL, ROCTHTHYTYHO ABYMS 
HaUJMMH MPaBHTCALCTBaMM B MHTepecax MPa. 


B 9Twx ycnosuax mb Oban 20 CHK NOP Tep- 
NCAMBbI KH OCTOPOAHBI, Kak, BIPOYEM, H Ha BCeX 
gTanax. Kax Bam wosectuo «3 Bawmx co6- 
CTBCHHbIX JOHCCCHMA, Mbi BCCT2a NPHMCHAAM Ka- 
Pa@HTHH C OCTOPOAHOCTLIO, C YYCTOM NOAOACHHA 
Pyrex, HB NMOCACRHHE AHH MbI NOAATaAMCh Ha 
YCTHBIC JABCPCHHA KaNMTaHOB BalIMX CyAOB H 
apyrux cynos. Bonee Toro, # cam so3nepAHBAACA 
OT OTAaYH NpHKa3z0B O Gonce pewIMTeCABHDIX 
ACACTBUAX 20 NpencAa Kpahnech BOIMOAHOCTH B 
Tevenne neaenn 27 w 28 oxTaGpa. Ho mai He MO- 
KEM KATH OTCIONa BHepers — Han HIG KATE TOTO, 
4TOObI AaHHas CHTYA@lMA He CTAla BHOBL ONaCHOR 
— ecan Bawa cropona snageT cefuac 8 ownOxKy, 
YTBepAAas, YTO OHA BLINOAHHAA BCE «HM OGR3a- 
TCALCTBA, H OTKASbIBARCh CONCH. .BOBATL OCy- 
WICCTBICHHKO Ha ACNe 3a0a4K PasIeasbiBaHUs 


KYOMHCKOrO y3a. 


“ro 8 Tux OGCTONTCALCTBAX CAERYeT ACAaTE? 
Mbi Bnpape HaCTaMBaTL Ha BLIBOIe CaMONeTOR 
ViJ1-28 4 Ha rapanTH ix NPOTMB NOBTOPHOTO BBOSAa 
HacTyNaTeCALHOTO (PYAR, Mpexae 4eM Mbi 
CHMMCM KapaHTHH WIM alKM saBepeCHHA KaKoro- 
auGo pona. Ho Mb 3aMHTepeCOBaHhI B AOCTH- 
«KeHMH ObICTpOTO Mporpecca, war 3a WArTOM, H 
NOITOMY Mbi NPeANOAHAK Npoucaypy Gonee Gna- 
ronpusTHyhw, ecam nomxoguT, c Baweh Tow 
spenns: Kak TonmbKO Be! ganuTe yKatanne 0 
sbisose camoneTos VJI-28 nH ux nepcoHana H 
CHAPAACHHA, NCANCKALICM JABCPUICHHIO B Te- 
ywenne TpHiuaTH Anes (mH 8 pan, 4TO BL ropopHTe, 
4TO CPOK HC ABARETCH CepEesHOn NpoGnemon), 
Mbi 348B4M O CHATHH KapanTHHa. ITO —- Gorbme 
TOTO, Ha 4TO MBI Cormacnance 27 u 28 OKTaGpa, HO 
Mbi KOTHM NOKOH4HT C ITHM KPH3HCOM ObICTpO. 


TIOMMMO 3TOTO, MbI BNOAHE TOTOBSI AaTb yKa- 
JarwMe HAMM NPC ACTABHTeARM Ha NeperoBwopax B 
Hiwo-Hopxe tecuo coTpyanmuats c Bawmnn 
MPeCACTABUTCAAMH C TeM . YTOObI AOCTHYS Corna- 
WeHHA NO APYTHM BONPOCaM, 3aTPArMBaloUMM 
sTy npo6aemy. Mbi monaraem, onsTs-TakH, 4¥TO 
3TH BONPOCh! JOAAHbI NOCACAOBATS 34 BLIBOIOM 
CHCTEM HACTYNATCALHOTO OPyAKHA, OLHAKO TONHO 
Tak &Ke, Kak MbI Moran OOcyAAaTS APyrue BoO- 
MPOCch! B TO BPEMA, KaK BLIBOJHNOCh KAaKOC-TO 
“HCHO pakeT, MbI NONaraem, 4TO CpPo4HO HeO6- 


, 
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while the bombers are leaving. We do not in- 
sist that everything wait its exact turn—but 
only that the essential first steps be clearly 
going forward. 


But what is most urgent, after we can agree 
the quar. tine is lifted, is to make some real 
progress on continuing observations and ver- 
ification. It will be essential to have such 
arrangements—and this again is clear in the 
letters of October 27 and 28—before our as- 
»irances can be more formally stated. Our 
undertaking on this point remains firm and 
clear, and we want nothing better than to be 
able to give our assurances, just as we said we 
would, when the necessary conditions exist. 


In the absence of any arrangements under 
the United Nations or otherwise for interna- 
tional verification or safeguards, we have of 
course been obliged to rc .y upon our own re- 
sources for surveillance of the situation in 
Cuba, although this course is unsatisfactory. 
Just today we learned of new threats by Cas- 
tro against this necessary surveillance. | 
should make it very clear that if there is any 
interference with this surveillance, we shall 
have to take the necessary action in reply, 
and it is for just this reason that it is so urgent 
to obtain better safeguards. 


We note with interest that in your last mes- 
sage the arrangement of observation and ver- 
ification is enlarged from Cuba to include 

‘vtain other areas. This is a substantial 
~vauge from the terms of our exchange of 
messages, and as we see it any such wider ar- 
rangements would necessarily require care- 
ful discussion. For example, if we move out- 
side Cuba to observe what is happening in 
other countries which have been involved in 
the recent tensions, there might have to be 


observation posts at the appropriate ports in 


XOMMMbIC HEPCTOBOPb! MOTYT # ROAAHbI NPOABH- 
raTecer BMEPCA B TO Bpema, Kak GomOapaE- 
posummxm GyayT BhIBOsHTLCR ' 

Mii He H@CTaMBacM Ha TOM, 4¥TO BCE JOAKHO 
OCYUICCTBARTECR B CTPOTOR OYWeEpeAHOCTH — 4 
AMU> Ha TOM, 4TOOL BAKHBLIC NepsLie warn 
ONPeCACARAM MyTb BNeper. 

Onnaxo nanGonee Ge30TAaraTeAbHbM, NOCRe 
TOTO, K2K Mbi CMOXKCM LOTOBOPHTLCS O TOM, 4TO 
HACTYNATCALHO? OPY AMC BLIBOSHTCR, H MOCAC OT- 
TO ACACTBHTCABHOTO Nporpecca B AeAe NpoRoA- 
xaioucroca HaGmioncHMa H nposepKxH. Heob- 
xoaumo GyneT MMCTL TakOTO poma so0roRO- 
PCHHOCTL — M 9TO ONKTL-TaKH ACHO M3 NOCAaHHA 
27 w 28 oxTsOpa — npexae Yem HalM 3aBepeHHA 
moryt Gurr. cacnane 8 Gonce odbuunanbuoh 


dopwe. Hamwe oGa3aTea.cTao no sTOMy BONpocy 
OCTaCTCR TRCPALIM MH ACHbIM, MH Mbi HWYETO Tak He 


XOTHM, Kak OITL 8B COCTORHHM 2aTb HallM 3aBe- 
penua, —- K@aK Mbi HM CKa3aqM, 4YTO MBI 9TO Che- 
naem, — korga OynyT cywiecTBosaT. Heo6xonn- 
Mbi€ VCAOBMS 

B orcyTcTsHm Kkakux-2n60 mMeponpusTHe 8 
pamkax Opranw3aumn O6-cannennenx Haunt 
KIM KAK-TO MHa4e — JAS MCAUIYHAaPORHON Mpo- 
BCPKn K TAPAHTHA Mbi, PasyMCe TCA, BLINYAACHDI 
NOAAPATLCR HA HALIM COGCTBCHHBIC BOIMOAHOCTH 
ais Ha6monenns 3a OGcTanceKoR Ha Ky Se, rots 
9TOT KYPC MH ABACTCR HCYROBACTBOPHTCALHLM. 
He aance Kak CeTORHA Mbi Y3IHANM O HOBMX yrpo- 
3ax KacTpo 8 OTHOWeHHH 3TOTO HeEOGxOAMMOrO 
vaGmonenna. A ROAKCH CKa3aTL COBEPUICHHO 
aCHO, YTO, CCAM OYAYT YHHHTLCR DOMEKH 9TOMY 
Ha6moneHHIO, Mbi OyleM BbINyYAACHbI Npea- 
NPHHATL HCOOKONMMBIC OTBETHLIC ACACTBHA, H 
MMCHHO NO 3TOR NPHYHHE CTOAR CPo4HO HeOd- 
XOAMMO NOAYYHTS GConee HaNCAMBIC FapaNTun. 
Mii c MTepecom oTMe4aem, ¥TO B Bawem no- 
cacaHeM NOCAaHHH MepONpHETHR no HaG~ANO- 
ACHHIO HW MPOBEPKe PacuuINpMIOTCR — C BKTIOYE- 
HHeM, NOMMMO Ky6bi, HeKOTOpPRIX PpyrHMx paio- 
Hos. ITO — CyUIeCTReHHOe HIMeHEHHE yc"OBHE, 
COMCPAaUIMKCR B HaleM OOMeHe NOCAAHKA»M4, H, 
Kak Mbi 3TO NOMMMaCM, AKOGBIe TakHe Gonee 
WMPOKHe MCPONPHRTHR HeNpemeHHO noTpebo- 
pain Obi TuUlaTeAbHOTO O6cyxacuma. Hanpumep, 
ecaw Obl MbI BLAH 3a Npenenet Ky6ei ans 
HaGAWOACHHA 3a TEM, YTO NPOMCKOAMT B ApYTHX 
CTpanax, KOTOPBIC ObLIn 20BNCYCHLI B HEAR + © 
HanpaxeHHBie COObITHA, TO MoraH Ob NoTpe- 
F:maThca HaGAIOMATCAHMIC §=§©6NOCTbI B COOTRET- 


‘The Russian translation introduced a naragreoh 
break here 
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the Soviet Union from which weapons could 
be shipped to Cuba, as well as in appropriate 
places in the United States. This is a matter 
which deserves close study and it may offer a 
chance of real progress in the long run, but 
for the immediate future it seems to us better 
to work within the framework of our under- 
standing of October 27 and 28. 


We also think that the Brazilian proposal 
for a verified Denuclearized Zone in Latin 
Anierica could, with the cooperation of 
Cuba and if acceptable to the other Latin 
American countries, in the long run offer an 
acceptable means for a broader approach. 
However, the immediate problem is, I re- 
peat, the carrying out of our understanding 
with regard to verification that offensive 
weapons have in fact been removed from 
Cuba and the establishing of safeguards 
against their reintroduction pending the 
coming into effect of longer-term arrange- 
ments. Even apart from our understanding, 
given the history of this matter, I am sure, 
Mr. Chairman, that you can understand that 
this is a real necessity if we are to move to the 
settlement of other matters. 


But the first step is to get the bombers 
started out, and the quarantine lifted—for 
both are sources of tension. Meanwhile dis- 
cussion can continue on other aspects of the 
problem. 


[Unsigned] 


Khruschev Oral Message of 
November 19, 1962' 


A BHMMaTeAbHO O3HAKOMHWJICA C BalliMMn 
coo6paxeHHaMH, KOTOpbie 6411 NepesaHbi 
yepe3 Haulero nocna B Bauwimurroue Beve- 
pom 15 wos6pa. Xoyuy nmpexme scero 


'Russian text telegraphed from MFA to Sovembassy 
Washington at 23:45 Moscow time on Nov. 19, 1962 
(copies to Havana and New York), with instructions for 
Amb. Dobrynin to meet promptly with R. Kennedy and 
convey text to President Kennedy; English text fur- 
nished by DOS. In January 1992, the US and Russian 
governments jointly announced the release of this 
ocument. 
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cTByIOuMX Noptax Cosetckoro Co1w3a, 43 KO- 
TOpbIx MOr0 Obi HalipaBATbCA OpyxXue Ha Ky6y, 
a TakxXe B COOTBETCTBYIOUIMX MecTax CoegH- 
HeHHbIX Iiitatos AmMepuku. STO — Bonpoc, 3a- 
CAYKMBAalOWIMH THaTeAbHOrO K3Y4eHHA, KH OH MO- 
eT 3B NeEPCneKTHBE MpeCTaBMTb BO3MOXHOCTh 
18 NOANHHHOLO Mporpecca, HO B OH xKanKeM Oy- 
myujeM, KaK HaM mMpeynctapasetca, Obin0 Obl 
nye JCACTBOBATb B paMKax Hallie JOTOBOpeH- 
HOCTH OT 27 H 28 OKTAOpA. 

Mbi Takxe AyMaeM, 4TO mpennoxeHHe Bpa- 
3HIKK O KOHTPONMpyeMOn GesbalepHOH 30HEe B 
JlaruHckow Amepuke morno Obl — pH co- 
TPyMHH4eCTBe CO CTOpOHbI Ky6bi u B Cry4ae ero 
MpHeMNAeMOCTH AIA ApyrHx cTpaH JlaTHHCKOH 
AmepuwKKh — aTb B Oyflyuiem mpHemMmemMoe 
cpefcTBo ana Gonee wupoKoro nogzxofa. OnHako 
HenocpelcTBeHHad mpo6nema, A NOBTOpAW, 
3ak74O4aeTCA B BbITIONHEHHK Hallied JOrOBOpeH- 
HOCTH B OTHOLUCHHH MpoBepKH TOPE, YTO HacTy- 
NaTeAbHOe OPy.KHe JCHCTBUTEIbHO BbIBEZCHO C 
Ky6bi, 1 B OTHOUICHKH YCTaHOBIeHHA rapaHTHH 
NpOTHB ero BO3BPallleHHA — 0 TOTO BPeMecHH, 
KOra BOMMYT B CMY MepONpHATHA AIMTENBHOTO 
neictsua. [laxe MOMHMO Hallie foroBopeH- 
HOCTH, HO C Y4CTOM MCTOPHH MaHHOrO BOMpoca, A 
yBepeH, r-H Iipencegatent, 4uTo Bbi mMoxeTe 
NOHATb. YTO ITO MCHCTBUTENbHO HeEOOxOMHMO, 
€CIM MbI XOTMM HJITH K yperyMpOBaHHto Jpyrux 
BOMPOCoB. 

Ho nepsbiit War COCTOUT B TOM, 4706bI HayaTb 
BbIBO3 GOMOaPAMPOBUIMKOB HW OTMCHHTb Ka- 
TaHTHH, HOO KH TO HM Apyroe ABAAF TCA MCTOUHH- 
KaMH HalpsxKeHHOCTH. Tem BpemMeHeM MOXeT 
npomomxKaTeca OOcyxKMeHMe APyrHx acneKTOB 


npoOsembl. 


I have studied attentively your considerations 
which were forwarded through our Ambassador 
in Washington in the evening of November 15. I 
wish first of all to express satisfaction with regard 


Problems of Communism Spring 1992 


BbIPa3HTb YROBIETBOpeHHe nO noBogy Ba- 
wero 3asBieHHa, YTO CLITA Toxe 3anHTepe- 
COBaHbI B JOCTHXKEHHH ObICTporo Nporpecca B 
Pa3BA341BaHHH KYOMHCKOTO y31a. ITO HM Hallie 
GOoublUICe XKeNaHHe. Xopowio, uto Bai ee 
pa3 nogzTBepausK, 4TO O6s3aTenbcTBO CILIA 
laTb 3aBepeHHe O HEBTOPXeHHH Ha Ky6y, o 
yeM ObUIa JOCTHIHYTa JOFOBOpeHHOCTh NpH 
o6meHe nocnaHHaAMH 27 w 28 OKTAOpS C.r., 
OCTaeTCA TBEpAbIM HM ACHBIM. [lonHocTbto pa3- 
Jl€IAKO TaKXKe BbICKa3bIBaeMylO BaMH MbICJIb 
© HeOOXOJMMOCTH JICHCTBOBaTb C OCTOPOx- 
HOCTbIO, YUHTbIBaTh MONOXKeHHe APyrHx. 
Ceiuac, Kora pe4b weT O JIMKBHalMH 
OCTaTKOB KPH3HCa, 3TO TaKXKe BaxKHO, KaK H 
Ha BCeX ero NpexKHHX 3Tallax. 

A Bce BpeMA CUHMTAJI HM CUHTAalO, YTO HaMH 
O60HMH PYKOBOJMT CO3HaHHe OFrPpOMHOH OT- 
BETCTBCHHOCTH 3a TO, 4TOObI MHPHOe ype- 
ryMpoBaHue KpH3KCa BOKpyr Ky6bi 6buI0 JO- 
BejleHO 0 KOHUa. OcHoBa JIA TaKOTO ype- 
ryMpOBaHHA YXKe CCTb: CTOPOHbI JOCTHIHK 
JOTOBOPeHHOCTH WM B3HJIK Ha ceOsa onpere- 
neHHbie OOs3aTenbcTBa. MmMeHHO 43 3TOTO 
MbI HCXOJIMM. 

O 4em MbI fOroBopunch? Koporko ro- 
BOPA, Hallia JOFOBOPeHHOCTh CBP.1aCb K Cile- 
HyrOulemy . 

Cosetckuit Coro3 yaanset c Ky6bi pakert- 
Hoe OpyxHe, KOTOpoe Bbi Ha3BasiM HacTyma- 
TCJIbHbIM, M MpefOCTaBsIAeCT BO3MOXKHOCTb 
YROCTOBeEpHTLCA B 93TOM. CoejIMHeHHbIe 
liiratbt AmepuHkKuH O6bICTPO OTMCHAIOT Ka- 
PaHTHH HM faloT 3aBepeHHA, 4YTO Ha Ky6y He 
6yaeT COBepLIeHO BTOPxKeHHA, MpH4eM He 
TOKO Cc CropoHbi CIITA, Ho H CO CTOpOHbI 
Apyrux crpaH 3anmaqHoro nonywapusa. Bor 
CYTb Hallie JOTOBOPeHHOCTH. 

Ilo3sKe Bb: nocraBHsIK BONpOC O BbIBO3e 
c Ky6b1 camonetos VJI-28. [lymato, Boi He 
MOrIM He YYBCTBOBATb LWaTKOCTb 3TOTO NO- 
xelaHua. Tenepb MOryT, KOHeC4HO, HaitTHCb 
OXOTHHKH KOMAaTbCA B CPOPMyTHPOBKax H M0- 
pa3HOMYy TOJIKOBaTb HX. Ho MbI-To c Bam xo- 
POLIO 3HaeM, H3-3a KAKOMO BHJla OPyXKHA 3aro- 
pesica Bech cbip-Gop, — H3-3a paket. He 
cry4yaHHo xe B HalliKx c Bam nociaHHAx 
oT 27 4 28 OKTAOPA HET HH CMHOTO yIOMHHa- 
HHA O CaMoueT Ax-GOMO2pMpOBLUMKax WH KOH- 
KpetHo 06 MJ1-28. B To xe Bpems B STHX NO- 
ClaHHAX MpaMO TOBOPHTCA O paKeTHOM 
Opy-KHH. 


to your statement that the United States is also in- 
terested in the achievement of a rapid progress in 
untying the Cuban knot. This is our great desire 
too. It is good that you have confirmed once again 
that the U.S. committment [sic] to give assurance 
of non-invasion of Cuba, which was agreed upon 
in the exchange of messages on October 27 and 28 
remains firm and clear. I fully share also the 
thought expressed by you about the necessity to 
act with caution, to take into consideration the po- 
sition of others. Now when we speak of eliminat- 
ing the remnants of the crisis this is as important as 
at any of its past stages. 


I always believed and believe now that both of 
us are guided by the realization of the immense re- 
sponsibility for the peaceful settlement of the cri- 
sis over Cuba being completed. The basis for such 
settlement already exists: the sides have achieved 
an agreement and have taken upon themselves 
certain obligations. It is precisely where we pro- 
ceed from. 


What have we agreed upon? In brief our agree- 
ment has come to the following. 


The Soviet Union removes from Cuba rocket 
weapons which you called offensive and gives a 
possibility to ascertain this. The United States of 
‘America promptly removes the quarantine and 
gives assurances that there will be no invasion of 
Cuba, not only by the US but also by other coun- 
tries of the Western Hemispheve. This is the es- 
sence of our agreement. 


Later or you raised the question of removal of 
IL-28 planes from Cuba. I think you could not but 
feel the precariousness of that request. Now, of 
course, there may appear those who would wish to 
rummage in the wordings and to interpret them ip 
different ways. But you and we do know well what 
kind of weapons they were that set the forest on 
fire, they were missiles. It was not accidental, in- 
deed, that in our and your messages of October 27 
and 28 there was not a single mention of bomber 
planes and speciffically [sic] of IL-28’s. At the 
same time those message have direct reference to 
rocket weapons. 
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Mexay npoumm, Boi 4 caMu CCbimaeTecb 
He Ha MpsaMble OOs3aTeJIbCTBa CTOPOH, a Ha 
TO MOHHMaHHe, KOTOpPoe BKJaIbIBaOCcb 
aMEPKKaHCKOA CTOPOHOK B BbIpaxKeHHe 
«HaCTyNaTeIbHOe OpyxXHe», durypHpoBas- 
wee B MOCNaHHAX, MH B ITOH CBA3H YNOMH- 
HaeTe O CBOeCM BBbICTYIJICHHH NO TeJIeBH- 
ReHHtO 22 oKTAGpa H O Bale npoKNamMalHH 
oT 23 oxTa6pa. Ho cornacutecs, r-H I1pe3n- 
Ne€HT, NOCaHHA, B KOTOPbIX 3a:HKCHPOBaH 
mpewMeT OrOBOpeHHOCTH, HM OMHOCTO- 
POHHHe 3acBIeCHHA NpaBuTenbcTBa CLUA — 
3TO BellIM BCe Xe pasHbie. 

A coo6uan Bam, 4To camonetbi MJI-28 
ABeHaglaTHNeTHeH aBHOCTH H MO CBOHM 
60eBbIM Ka4eCTBaM B HbIHCLUHHX YCJIOBHAX 
HHKaK He MOTryT ObITb OTHECeHbI K HaCTyma- 
TeJIbHbIM BHaM OpyxHa. HecmoTps Ha Bce 
3TO, MbIl C MOHHM@HHeEM OTHECIIMCh K Ba- 
wemMy moxenaHHto. Mbi mpvHaAH BO 
BHMMaHHe, 4TO Bbi BLICTyNHNKM C ONpere- 
JICHHbIMH 3aABJICHHAMH, HW MOITOMY BOTIPOC 
O BbIBO3e camoneToB VWJI-28 ana Bac, Kak 
IIpesufenta, npHobpen Kkakoe-To 3Ha4yeHHe 
H, BAMMO, CO3JaJI KAXHe-TO TpyfHOCTH. Mb 
monyckaem 3T0. [lockonbky Bbi seicTBn- 
TeJIbHO MOTJIM HMCTb CBO TPyJIHOCTH B 3TOM 
Bonpoce, MbI nmowsH Bam HaBcTpeyy, 
COO6UIMB O HalileéM COraCHH Ha BbIBO3 3THX 
camoyeTos c Ky6bl. 

Kakospo xe momoxeHHe ceyac, eciH 
Pe3IOMHPOBaTb CFO KOPOTKO H FOBOpKTh 06 
OCHOBHOM? 

Mbi JeMOHTHPOBaH HM BbIBeE3H C Ky6bI 
Bce 0 OfHOH GannMcTHYeCKHe paKeTbI 
cpefHei abHOCTH feiiCTBHA C ALeCPHbIMH 
3apalaMM K HMM. Bce sfepHoe opyxnHe c 
Ky6bi ynaneno. Baipe3en 6bin Takxe Cco- 
BETCKHA NepcoHal, KOTOPbIA OOcIyKMBaN 
pakeTHble ycTaHoBKH. O6 3TOM Mbi 3aABKK 
H BalliMM MIpescTaBuTeaM Ha NeperoBopax B 
Hs1w-Mopke. 

IIpasutenscrsy CuiA 6bina nepenocta- 
B/ICHAa BOSMOXHOCTh YAOCTOBEPHTbCA B TOM, 
¥TO BCe 42 pakeTbI, HaXONMBLIKeCA Ha ~ V6e, 
NeACTBHTEJIbHO BbIbe3CHbI. 

Bonee Toro, Mbi BbIpPa3HH TOTOBHOCTL 
BbIBe3TH C Ky6bi H Camomn2TbI M1J1-28. Coo6- 
ujato Bam, 4TO MbI HaMepeHbI BbIBeC3TH MX B 
Te“veHHe MeCAYHOTO CpoKa, a MOXeT OBIT 
axe paHbille, TaK KaK CPOK BbIBO3a 9THX Ca- 
MOJICTOB [IA Hac He MMCeT NPHHUMNMAIb- 


> 


By the way, you yourself refer not to direct obli- 
gations of the sides but to the understanding im- 
plied by the American side in the exnression “‘of- 
fensive weapons” mentioned in the messages and 
in this connection you recall your TV address of 
October 22 and your proclamation of October 23. 
But you will agree, Mr. President, that messages 
that fix the subject of agreement and unilateral 
statements of the US Government are two differ- 
ent things indeed. 


I informed you that ‘he IL-28 planes are twelve 
years old and by their combat characteristics they 
at present cannot be classified as offensive types of 
weapons. In spite of all this, we regarded your re- 
quest with understanding. We took into consider- 
ation that you made certain statements and there- 
fore the question of removal of IL-28 planes 
assumed for you as President a certain significance 
and probably created certain difficulties. We 
grant it. Since you might really have your difficul- 
ties in this question we moved in your direction 
having informed you of our consent to remove 
these planes from Cuba.' What is the situation 
now if to summarize it in short and to speak of the 
main? 


We have dismantled and removed from Cuba 
all the medium range ballistic missiles to the last 
with nuclear warheads for them. All the nuclear 
weapons have been take away from Cuba. The So- 
viet personnel who were servicing the rocket in- 
stallation have also been withdrawn. We have 
Stated it to your representatives at che negotia- 
tions in New York too. 


The US Government was afforded the possibiii- 
ty to ascertain the fact that all 42 missiles that were 
in Cuba have really been removed. 


Moreover, we expressed our readiness to re- 
move also the IL-28 planes from Cuba. I inform 


'The translation failed to make a paragraph break 
here. 
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Horo 3Ha4eHHA. MbI roTOBbI BbIBe3TH Of- 
HOBPeMeHHO Cc CamoneTaMH MJI-28 Becb co- 
BeETCKHH NMepcoHal, KOTOPbIM CBA3aH C O6- 
CAYXHBaHHeM 3THX CAMOJECTOB. 


UTO Ke MOXHO CKa3aTb B CBA3K C 0683a- 
TeJIbCTBAMM AMCPHKaHCKON CTOpOHbi? Haz- 
nexaujee OcbopmMieHHe Yepe3 OOH 06s3a- 
TeJIbCTBa O HEBTOPXKeHHH Ha Ky6y, a on0 — 
riaBHoe O6A3aTeENbCTBO Balle CTOPOHbI, 
noKa 3aTArMBaeTCA. KapaHTHH J10 CHXx Nop He 
cHaT. [lo3BonbTe BbIPa3HTb HaexAy, YTO 
Bamu 6yfyT faHbi B CBA3M C MONyYeHHeM 
3TOFO MOeTO COOGLIICHHA YKa3aHHA O HEMesI- 
Ne€HHOK OTMeHeE KapaHTHHa C BbIBOJOM 
BallJMX BOCHHO-MOPCKHX HM MHbIX BOHMHCKHX 
CoesMHeHHA M3 pahoHa Kapu6ckoro mops. 

lanee, Baus camonetbi Bce euse nposon- 
KalOT MONeThI Hall KYOWHCKOH TeppH- 
TOpHei. ITO He HOpMaNH3yeT, a OGOCTpAeT 
o6ctranosky. WM 3T0 nmpovcxoauT B TO 
BpeMA, KaK Mbi BbIBe3IM pakeTbI C Ky6bl, 
npenocrasuik Bam BO3MOXHOCTL ilyTeM 
COOTBeTCTBYIOllerO Ha@6IOMeHHA yOCTO- 
BePHTbCA B 3TOM, HM KOra Mbi 3aaBNAeM 
CBOCM HaMepeHHH BbIBeE3TH C KyG6bi Ccamo- 
netbi MJ1-28. 

He ckpow, B nocuegHHe JH MHe BCe Yale 
NpHXOMMTCA C/bILATb, YTO MbI CJIMLUIKOM f10- 
BePUMBbI K 3a9f. “eCHHAM O roTOBHOcTH CILIA 
BbINOAHHTh CBOK) 4YaCTb MOTOBOPeHHOCTH O 
Ky6e 4 4TO 2 epHKaHCKas CTopoHa 6yfeT 
no BCAKMMK ‘"‘IpeanoraMH YXOMMTb OT 
BbINONHEHHA Te. “OM3ATCNLCTB, KOTOPbIC 
OHa NpHHata “a . Ww. A we xo4y 3sTOMy 
BepHTb WH HCXOXy m> Apyr~ro: IIpesupent 
all CHOBO HM OH Ci » Clep’ .MT, TaK Ke KaK Mbi 
nepxum Bc cnor :. H_ B TaKOM OCTPOM H 
enukaTHC §=BONpOce, KOTOPbI CTUMT Ne- 
 . @MH, HC MOTYT he CYLICCTBOBATL CBOH 
npeslerbl, laiblue KOTOPbIX MOBepHe Ha4H- 
HaeT OOCCIICHMBATLCA, CCIM OHO HE NO- 
KperaseTcaA mpaKTH4eCKMMH wWiaraMu Ha- 
BcTpeyy Apyr apyry. Bce 3To Hao B3aH“MHO 
YUMTbIBAaTh, “TOObI ObicTpee yBeH4aTb 
ycnexoM HalllK yCiwMaA NO yperynupo- 
BaHHW KOH@JMKTA. 

A nOHMMalO, KOHEYHO, 4TO AH OdbOpM- 
nenua Yepe3 OOH poropopenHoctn 06 ype- 
ryMpOBaHHH KOH@AKKTA B patone Kapn6- 


you that we intend to remove them within a month 
term and may be [sic] even sooner since the term 
for the removal of these planes is not a matter of 
principle for us. We are prepared to remove 
simultanjously [sic] with the IL-28 planes all the 
Soviet personnel connected with the servicing of 
these planes. 

What can be said in connection with the com- 
mittments [sic] of the American side? Proper con- 
sideration through the UN of the committment 
[sic] not to invade Cuba—and it is the main com- 
mittment [sic] of your side—so far is being de- 
layed. The quarantine has not been lift as yet. Per- 
mit me to express the hope that with receipt of this 
communication of mine you will issue instructions 
to the effect that the quarantine be lifted immedi- 
ately with the withdrawal of your naval and other 
military units from the Caribbean area. 


Furtherm re, your planes still continue to fly 
over the Cuban territory. It does not normalize 
the situation but aggravates it. And all this is tak- 
ing place at the time when we have removed the 
missiles from Cuba, have given you the possibility 
to ascertain it through appropriate observation 
and when we declare our intention to remove the 
IL-28 planes from Cuba. 


I will not conceal that lately I have to hear more 
and more often that we are too trustful with regard 
to the statements of the US readiness to carry out 
its part of the agreement on Cuba and that the 
American side will under various pretexts evade 
the fulfillment of the obligations which it as- 
sumed. I do not want to believe this and I proceed 
from somcthing different: the President has given 
his word and he will keep it as well as we keep our 
word. But ‘n such an acute and delicate question 
which we fa2e there cannot but exist the limits be- 
yond which the trust beg*ns josing its value if it is 
not being strengthened with practical steps to- 
wards each other. All this should be rautually tak- 
en into consideration vo sooner crown with success 
our efforts in sett,...g the confl t. 


I understand, of course, that some time is need- 
ed to formalize through the U.N. the agreement 
on the settlement of the conflict in the Caribbean 
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CKOPO MOpA, BKIIOUad OOAZATEJIBCTBA O He- 
BTOpXeHHH Ha Ky6y, Tpe6yeTca Kakoe-TO 
Bpema. Ho 3TO BPeMA MOJKHO MCYHMCIATECA 
HAMM, HO He HesenAMM HM TeM Goree HE 
MeCALaMH. 

M3 scex O6a3aTeIbCTB, OCHOBaHHbIX Ha 
OrOBOPeHHOCTH, JOCTHIHYTOM MexLy HaMH 
B xofe OOMeHa NociaHHaAMH, Boi 3anBaseTe 
O FOTOBHOCTH OTMCHHTb Cew4ac Xe Ka- 
PaHTHH, KaK TOJIBKO MbI YCIOBHMCA O Cpo- 
Kax BbiBo3a MJI-28, He fOxKMMaACh HX BbI- 
Bo3a. Waa Bam HaBcTpe'y ¥ NpHHHMas pe- 
wieHHe BbIBO3e C Ky6b1 camonetos MJI-28, 
MbI NoylaraeM, 4YTO y HaC 2CTb OCHOBaHHe 
PacC4MTbIBaTh Ha OTBETHOeC MOHMMAaHHe C 
Bawiei CTOpoHbiI TakxXe B BOMpocax O Nose- 
Tax aMCPHKaHCKHX CaMOueTOB Hag Ky6on u 
ckopehiuiem OcbopmsieHuH Yepe3 OOH 06:- 
3aTenbcTs CIA. 

Uto kacaeTca mpekpallleHHaA NmoneTos 
aMePHKaHCKHX CaMOuIeTOB Hal Ky6oi, To 
Bam BufHee, Kak 3TO CnemyeT caenaTb. Ilo 
MOe@MyY MHCHHIO, dbakTHYeCKOe MmpeKkpa- 
ujeHHe TaKHX NoeTOB Hal Ky6on yxe 6b110 
(bl KPYNHbIM WWarOM Briepes MH BHOCHIIO Obi 
OoNbIylO paspaky B OOcTaHOBKy, Tem 6o- 
nee, 4TO HAMM PaKeTbI BbIBe3CHbI HM 4TO 
Baia cropouna yGequnacb B ITOM. 

Tosopat, 4TO NOCKONbKy pedb useT 06 
ocbopmsienHH OG6a3aTebCTB Yepe3 OOH, To 
WIA AMEPHKAHCKOH CTOPOHbI 3aTPyAHH- 
TebHO MPHHATb MmpesnaraemylO HaMH 
dopmy [Iporokona, B KOTOPOM /lOJDKHbI 
ObITh 3a¢CPHKCHPOBaHbI OOAZATENbCTBa CTO- 
pou. Mbi He npuyjaem pelatoulero 3HayeHHA 
cdbopme. He uckm104eHbI KM Apyruve Copp. 
Hanpumep, jeksapauna (HM WeKNapaunn), 
koTonaa Oba 6bI nozTBepxAeHa OOH. 
BaxxHo cofepxKaHHe JOKYMeHTA H TO, YTOObI 
O6a3aTeNbCTBa CTOPOH GbLIM OCbOpMsecHbI 
yepe3 COH 6e3 3aTaxKKH. 

4 cna, 4TO y aMepHKaHIeB eCTb 
ipaBysio: B HO6OM fete Kaxkilad CTOpoHa 
OJKHA NOLXOMMTL C OMMHAKOBOHM MePKOH K 
BbINOJHCHHHO KaK CBOMX OOA3ATEJIBCTB, TAK H 
O6A3aTeNeCTb MapTHepa, a He NMOJMbIOBATbCA 
«(BOHHbIM CTaHEapTOM» — OHM — [LIA 
ce6r 4 HHbIM — JLis APyrux. ITO — xopousee 
iIpaBHNO, M eC.IK CFO NpHepxXHMBAaTLCA, OHO 
CyVAMT CKOJA;C yiaxKMBaHHe KkKyOHMHCKOrO 
KCKOAKTS. JaBaiite CleOBaTb 3TOMY XOpo- 
WeMy aMepHKaHCKOMY MmpaBwiy. 
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area, including committments [sic] of non-inva- 
sion of Cuba. But this time should be measured by 
days, not by weeks and, of course, not by months. 


Of all the committments [sic] based on the 
agreement achieved between us in the course of 
the exchange of messages you declare of [sic] your 
readiness to remove the quarantine immediately 
as soon as we agree on the term for the removal of 
IL-28’s, without waiting for their removal.' 

Moving in your direction and taking the deci- 
sion on the removal of IL-28 planes from Cuba we 
presume that we have grounds to count on similar 
understanding on your part also in the questions 
of the flights of American planes over Cuba and in 
promptest formalizing through the U.N. of the 
U.S. committments [sic]. 


As for the discontinuance of flights of American 
planes over Cuba you yourself can see better how 
this should be done. In my opinion, actual discon- 
tinuance of such flights over Cuba would already 
be a major step forward and would bring about a 
great easing in the situation, the more so that our 
missiles have been removed and your side has as- 
certained this. 


They say that so far as it is a matter of formaliz- 
ing the committments [sic] through the U.N. it is 
difficult for the American side to accept the form 
of a protocol we are suggesting in which the com- 
mittments [sic] of the sides are to be fixed. We do 
not attach decisive significance to a form. Other 
forms are not excluded either. For instance, a dec- 
laration (or declarations) which would be con- 
firmed by the U.N. It is the contents [sic] of the 
document which is important and also that the 
committments [sic] of the sides be formalized 
through the U.N. without delay. 


I heard that Americans have a rule: in any busi- 
ness each side should approach with the same 
standard the fulfillment of both its own obliga- 
tions and the obligations of its counterpart and not 
use “double standard”’—one for itself and another 
for the others. This is a good rule and if it is ob- 
served this promises a prompt settlement of the 
Cuban conflict. Let us follow this good American 
rule. 


'The translation introduced a paragraph break here. 
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Tenept 06 ycnosuax, KoTopbie Bi BbI- 
apuraeTe B OTHOMICHHH MpoBeseHHA Mmpo- 
BepKH H MePpONpHATHH NO abHemllemMy 
HaOOJeHHWO. 

la, MbI JCHMCTBHTeEIbHO COrNaCHJIMCh C 
TeM, 4TOObI nmpegcraBuTenu OOH moran 
YAOCTOBeEpHTLCA B BbIBO3e C KyObi pakeT- 
HOrO OpyXxXkHA, KOTOpoOe Bpi Ha3biBaeTe Ha- 
cTynaTet+HbIM. Ho MbiI Bebb OFoBapH- 
BaJIMCb, YTO STOT BOMpOC MOXeT ObITE pe- 
WeH MIE Mpv COrmacHH MpaBHMTesIbCTBa 
Ky6b1. 3a mpaBuTesbcTBo Ky6pi Mbi He MOT- 
mu OpaTb OG6a3aTeNbcTBO, MH Ballla CcCbUIKa, 
r-H IIpesument, GOyfTO MbI B3AIH TaKkOe 
O6a83aTCILCTBO, KOHCYHO, He OTPaxaeT jeH- 
CTBHTeJIbHOrO momoxKeHHA. Tlonarato, 4TO 
Boi 4 CaMH BHAMTe CiaGOCTb TaKOH CCbLUIKH. 

Ho 4TO riaBHOe B CBA3H C BOMPOCOM 0 
NpOBepKe 3a BbIBe3CHHbIMH HaMH paKeTaMH, 
yTo o6xonuTCca B Bauiem coo6uennn? Pnas- 
HOe 3TO TO, YTO MbI MO JOFOBOPeHHOCTH C 
Bamu npenoctaBusn Bam BO3MOXHOCTE Ocy- 
UCCTBUTb MPOBeEPKy B OTKPbITOM MOPpe 3a 
BbIBO3OM HalliMx pakeT. Mbi 3To caenan, 4 
9TO ObIN aKT BOGPOH BOK C HallleH CTO- 
poubi. CormacutTecb C TeM, ‘4YTO MbI NOUN 
Ha 3TOT War Mpw TaKHX yCHOBMAX, KOra 
HHKakOro OG6elaHHA Ha TOT CYCT B HallHx 
nociaHvAX MbI He aBasH. Mbi now Ha 
6ombuiee MO CpaBHeHHO C TeM, 4TO ObLIO 
CKa3aHO HaMM B MOCIaHHH B OTHOLICHHH 
npoBepKH. 

AcHO, YTO yKa3aHHasA MpOBepKa 3a BbIBO- 
30M PpakeT, NpoBeseHHasd NO COrmacoBaHHto 
MeXjly HAMM, 3aMeHACT COGOH Ty NMpoBepkKy, 
0 KOTOpOH Bi roBopHsiK B CBOeM NOCIaHHH, 
NpHTOM, A Obi CKa3an, B elle Gonee 
adcpekTHBHOK chopMe, TaK KaK aM epHKaHc- 
Kad CTOpoHa HaOs1O/lala BbIBOSMMbIe HaMH 
paKkeTbI, TaK CKa3aTb, Ha NocnesHen CTaqHH 
4X BbIBO3a. B TO x%e BPeMA JlaxKe MpoBepKa 
3a JCMOHTaXKeM O3Ha4asa Obi HaGmIOMeEHHe 
IMUb 3a NepBow cTamMeH HX ylaNeHHA C 
Ky6bi. 

B pe3ymbTaTe aMepHKaHCKad CTOpOHa, 
Kak CaMa OHa 06 3TOM 3aaBHJIa, MMe) NON- 
HY}O BO3MOXHOCTbh COCYUMTATh NOrpyxXeH- 
Hbie Ha HalliM Cyfa pakeTbI, Cchotorpadu- 
PpOBaTb Hx HW YOCMTECA B HX BbIBO3C. 

Takum 06pa30M, BbIxXog Obi Halen H 
BbIXOf| HEMIOXOH MH BOMpOC O NpoBepKe, KO- 
HC4HO, JOJDKEH OTOHTH B Npouoe. Tenepb 
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Now about the conditions which you set forth 
with regard to carrying out the verification and 
measures of further observation. 


Yes, we really agreed to the effect that U.N. 
representatives could ascertain the removal from 
Cuba of rocket weapons which you called offen- 
sive. But we stipulated however that this question 
can be solved only with the consent of the Govern- 
ment of Cuba. We could not take an obligation for 
the Government of Cuba and your reference, Mr. 
President, that we allegedly took such an obliga- 
tion, of course, does not reflect the real situation. 
I believe that you see for yourself the weakness of 
such a reference. 


But what is the main thing in connection with 
the question of verification with regard to the mis- 
siles removed by us that is evaded in your commu- 
nication? The main thing is that under agreement 
with yo 2 we gave you the possibility to carry out 
verification of the removal of our rockets in the 
open sea. We did that and that was an act of good- 
will on our part. You will agree that we took this 
step in the circumstances when no promise had 
been made by us with regard to this matter in our 
messages. We did something more in comparison 
with what had been said by us in the message with 
regard to verification. 


It is clear that the said verification of the remov- 
al of the missiles conducted in accordance with the 
arrangement between us substitutes [sic] the veri- 
fication of which you spoke in your message and I 
would say, ina more effective form at that because 
the American side was observing the missiles we 
were shipping out, so to say, at the final stage of 
their removal. While even verification of the dis- 
mantling would mean observing only the first 
stage of their removal from Cuba. 


As a result the American side, as it itself so de- 
clared, had every opportunity to count the mis- 
siles put on our ships, to photograph them and to 
ascertain their removal. 


Thus a way out was found and not a bad one, 
and the question of the verification must, of 
course, belong to the past. Now no one can doubt 
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HH y KOTO He MOXeT ObITb COMHEHHA B TOM, 
4TO MbI BbINOJIHHJIH CBOe OOA3ATEJIBCTBO OT- 
HOCHTEJIBHO JJCMOHTaXKa HW BbIBO3a PaKeT C 
Ky6bl, O KOTOpbIX Ua pe4b B Hallie me- 
penucke. @®akT BbIBO3a 3THX pPakeT Obi 
OpHUMaIbHO NOATBepxK_eH WH Muuuctep- 
CTBOM OG6opoup! CILIA. 

B oTrHouenuu cnyxop 6GyaTo Ha Ky6e 
MOIJIM OCTATbCA paKeTbi re-TO B Mellepax, 
MOXHO CKa3aTb — MbI Bej[b KHBEM He B Ie- 
WCPpHbIM BeK, YTOObI NpHAaBaTb Cepbe3Hoe 
3Ha4YeHHe TaKOro pola cnyxaM. Ecuiu KTO-TO 
HM pacilyckaeT TakHe CilyxH, TO feNaeT 3TO 
CO3HATeJ'bHO, YTOObI CO3aBaTb TPyMHOCTH 
B neperosopax. 

UTo KacaeTca Bompoca 0 TOM, 4TOObI 
aMepHKaHCkKad CTOpOHa yOeH1aCb B BbIBO3e 
Hamu CamoneTos MJI-28 c Ky6bi, TO Mbi H 
TYT npo6seMbI HHKaKOH He BHAMM. Y Hac C 
BamMuv eCTb B 3TOM OTHOICHHH Mposo- 
XKCHHbIA MYT H JaBaliTe No HeMy Mokgjem. Y 
Hac H€T BO3PaxeHHA NpoTHB TOrO, 4TOGbI 
cormacoBaHHas Mexy HaMH Mpowesypa no 
HaGMOMCHHIO 3a BbIBO3OM pakeT Oba Ob! 
lIpHMeHeHa H B aHHOM Cyly4ae. XOTSA, NO 
npapye TOBOpA, MOXHO 6bLI0 Obi OGONTHCE 
wv 6e3 sToro. Ho ecnu Boi xorute, 4To6bI 
Ball] BOCHHbIC Cyla H BEPTONCTbI H3pacxo- 
JOBaJIM HECKOJIBKO COT TOHH roproyero, Ma- 
Bad HW KYBbIPKaACh BO3NE HallIMX CyOB, BbI- 
BO3ALMX CamMoneTbI MJI-28, To apatite 
C4YHTaTb, YTO TAKAA BOSMOXHOCTL MMCCTCA. 

Cxaxy Bam mpamo, 4TO B Halli MlaHbi 
BXOJHJIO, H Mbi JyMaeM, 4TO B NOomxomaee 
BPpeMA MbI 3TO OCYLICCTBHM, BbIBe3TH C 
Ky6bi Te rpynmbi Hallilero BOHHCKOrO Nepco- 
Halla, KOTOpPbie, XOTA, HENOCPeCTBEHHO fi 
He 6bLIM CBA3aHbI C O6CYXKHBaHHEM BbIBC- 
3€HHOrO PaKeTHOFO OpyXHA, HO KOTOPbIe B 
o6ujeM HMCJIH OTHOWeHHE K OxpaHe 
COOTBETCTBYIOIMMMX YCTaHOBOK. Mbi 3TOo cye- 
naemM C MOmXOM0M HaliMx Kopa6neh. Ho a 
OXKEH CKa3aTb, 4YTO YHCICHHOCTbh 3THX 
rpynn Ha Ky6e Hepennka. 

Bbi MOMHMMAaeTE BOTPOC 0 TOM, Kak ObITb 
flaibile, KaK Cle laTb Tak, YTOObI Te BHbI 
OpyXHA, O BbIBO3€ KOTOPbIX MbI j0rO- 
BOPHJIHCh, He ObLIM CHOBa 3aBC3CHbI Ha 
Ky6y. Ilymato, 4TO B OTHOWICHHH HeBBO3a 
Takoro OpyxHa B Gyfyulem y Hac c Bamu 
pacxoxleHHH HeT. MbI roTOBbI 1aTb TBEp- 
[ible 3ABePeHHA Ha STOT CYT. 
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that we have carried out our committment [sic] 
with regard to the dismantling and shipping of the 
missiles from Cuba which were a subject in our 
correspondence. The fact of the removal of those 
missiles has been officially confirmed also by the 
U.S. Departme at of Defense. 


As for the rumours alleging that the missiles 
may have been left in Cuba somewhere in the 
caves, one can say that we do not live in the cave- 
man age to attach great significance to the ru- 
mours of this sort. If someone is spreading ru- 
mours of this kind he is doing that deliverately 
[sic] to create difficulties in the negotiations. 


As far as the question of the American side 
ascertaining Our removing the IL-28 planes from 
Cuba is concerned, we do not see any problem 
here. In this respect you and we have the paved 
way and let us take that way. We have no objec- 
tions against applying also to this case the proce- 
dure agreed upon between us for observation of 
the removal of the missiles though, speaking 
frankly, one could do without it. But if you want 
your naval vessels and helicopters to spend several 
hundred tons of fuel sailing and somersaulting 
around our ships carrying the [L-28 planes, let us 
then consider that such possibility exists. 


I will tell you frankly that it was part of our 
plans, and we believe that we will do it at a proper 
time, to ship out of Cuba those groups of our mili- 
tary personnel which although were not directly 
involved in servicing the rocket weapons now re- 
moved, still had something to do with guarding 
those installations. We will do this upon the arriv- 
al of our ships. But I must say that the strength of 
those groups in Cuba is not significant. 


You raise the question as to what to do next, 
how to ensure that those types of weapons on 
the removal of which we have agreed are not 
brought back to Cuba. I believe that with respect 
to non-introduction of such weapons in the future 
you and I do not have any differences. We are pre- 
pared to give firm assurance with regard to this 
matter. 
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Ojnako Bi ropopute He TOABKO 06 3TOM. ® However, you speak not only about this. You 
Bai xorute Tenepb, 4ToGs! GbuIo ycTaHo- now want some permanent supervision to be es- 
BIIGHO KaKOe-TO NOCTORHHOe HaOmIOMeHHe tablished, in Cuba or over Cuba. But where was it 


TO mH Ha KyGe, To 2H 3a Ky6ou. Ho orxyna taken from that we gave our consent to permanent 
. . supervision? The question has never been put that 


3TO B3AN0Cb, GyATO MbI 1aBaM COrmacne Ha 

way in the exchange of messages. And generally, 
nocToaHHoe HaGmioneHHe. Tak Bompoc B 06- ate Glin aia tiliee tn ts Oitiedh tee on eae, 
MeHe NociaHWaMH M He cTaBHica. Ja H ment, and without any reciprocity at that, of some 
BOOOUIE, KaK MOXKHO MIPHHHMaTb 3a HOP- permanent supervision over a sovereign state? 


M@JIbHOe ABJICHHEe YCTAHOBJICHHe, K TOMY Ke 
6e3 BCAKOM B34MMHOCTH, KaKOrO-TO nep- 
M@HeCHTHOTO HaOmIOMeHHA 3a CYBEPCHHbIM 


rocylapcTBoM. 
Ecnu scepbe3 mpoasBiatb 3a60Ty 0 TOM, > If we are to show serious concern that no unex- 
¥TO6bI HH C TOM, HH C Apyroi CTOpOHbI He pected steps are taken on either side to the detri- 
MIpeANpHHHMaNOch KaKHX-1H60 HeOXKHMlaH- ment of each other, then as I already said, the pro- 
HBIX waros B yulep6 apyry, TO 3TOH posal of the U.N. Acting Secretary General U 
samaye, Kak A yxe st» ly oTseyaio 6bi SRamt Gn Ge so-cales “pocsence of the U.N.,” 
npeano sel on i.e. on establishing U.N. posts in the countries of 
See & D See oeeny the Caribbean area would meet this task. This 
OOH Y Tana © Tak Ha3. «MpHcyTCTBHH proposal of U Thant was also supported as is 
OOH», T. €. 0 pasmemjenun nocros OOH 8 nown by the Government of the Republic of 
cTpaHax paiiona Kapu6ckoro mops. 3To Cuba. We believe it to be a reasonable basis on 
npennoxenne Y Tava, Kak H3BeCTHO, ObLIO which it is possible to come to an agreement. And 
nowiepxkako HK MpaBuTenbcTBOM Pecny6nMkH it would be good if that idea was accepted by you 
Ky6a. Mbi cuntaem, 4TO 3TO — pa3yMHaa and put into life. 


OCHOBA, Ha KOTOPOH MOXHO JOroBopHTsca. M 
6bui0 Gb xopowio, ecu Gbr 3Ta nen ObuIa 


npHHsata Bam .i 1ipeTBOpeHa B XKH3Hb. 


Ilo npapae roBpops, MCHA HECKONBKO yAHB- > To tell the truth, I am somewhat surprised that 
aaeT, 4TO B CBA3H C Mee «NpHCyTCTBHA in connection with the idea of “presence of the 
OOH» B paiione Kapu6cxoro mops Bs no- U.N.” in the Caribbean area you are talking for 


some reason about setting up observation posts at 


Wp CORED SD the ports of the Soviet Union. May be [sic] you 
faTeNbHbIX NocToB B noptax CospeTcKkoro tage ; ; 
C Demee Goer, fas fs B BMY have in mind the proposals which we submitted 
; : es during the negotiations on the problem of disar- 
npesnoxeHus, KOTOPbie Mbi BHOCHIH B 1955 mament and on the problem cf prevention of sur- 
H 1958 rofax B neperosopax no npoGseme prise attack in 1955 and 1958. But those proposals 
PasopyXcHHA HK MO BOMpOcy O MpexoTBpa- had nothing to do and cannot have anything to do 
WeHHK BHe3anHOrO HanageHux. Ho 93TH with the question of Cuba since that question sim- 
nmpessoxXeHHA He KMCJIM HM He MOTYT HMCTL ply did not exist at that time. Incidentally, I have 
HHKaKOrO OTHOUWCHHA K BoNpocy 0 Ky6e, already told you that in our opinion it would be 
NOCKOMbKy TaKOrO BONpOca Tora MpocTo He useful to get back to considering the proposals to 


cyusectsopano. Kctatu, a yxe coo6uan set up on a mutual basis the observation posts at 
- airfields, major sea-ports, railway junctions and 


a ~My poncencomy +) A ranting auto routes. We have given our representatives at 

the negotiation on disarmament in Geneva the 
noxeHHA 06 yCTaHOBNeCHHH Ha B3aHMHO ry instructions. I repest—we would like to 
OCHOBE HAOAIOMATEAbHbIX NOCTOB Ha a9po- come to an agreement on this question and if you 
ApomMax, B KPyMHbix NopTax, Ha Kee3HOO- 
POXKHbIX y31aX HM aBTOMarHcTpanax. Mbi 
lasiv HalllMM MpesCTaBHTe AM Ha NeperoBo- 
pax mo pa3opyxeHHio B Xenese Heo6- 
xomMMbie yka3anHua. Tloptopaio, — MbI xo- 
TeH Obi MOTOBOPHTLCA NO 3TOMY BOMpOcy H 
ecnm Bbi famuTe TakHe yKa3aHHA CBOHM 
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npeacraBHTelAM Ha NeperoBopax MO pa3o- 
PyXeCHHIO, TO MbiI GyeM 3TO TONBKO MpH- 
BCTCTBOBATb. 

Takosa Halila TO4Ka 3peHHA NO TpeM No- 
CTaBICHHbIM Bam BOMpocaM: O BbIBO3e Ca- 
moseTos MJ1-28, 06 opradH3aliMH NpoBepKH 
H O HeBBO3e Ha Ky6y Takoro OpyxXHA, KOTO- 
poe B COOTBETCTBHH C JOFOBOpeHHOCTbIO 
yaaneno c Ky6n1. 

Kak xe HyXXHO BeCTH Jles0 Cef4ac, YTOGbI 
B CKOPOM BpeMeHH Mbi C Bamu Moran No- 
PalOBaTb 4YCNOBEYECTBO BECTLIO O TOM, 
4¥YTO KpH3HC BOKpyr Ky6bi momHOCTbIO 
JIMKBHAMPOBaH ? 

Hano npexge Bcero, BBMiy MOCTHrHYTOH 
MOroBopeHHOCTH © camoneTax MJI-28, He- 
BeTcTByeT HM Balemy 3asBIeHHW. 

HyxHO mpuHfepxHBaTLCA uw O6uLeNpH- 
3HAHHbIX MCXJYHAPOMHbIX HOPM HM MpaBH, 
3ac:PuKCHpOBaHHbIx B ycrase OOH, — ue 
BTOpraTbcA B TeEPPpHTOPHaNbHbIe BOMbI HK 
BO3AYWIHOe MPOCTPaHCTBO CyYBePeHHbIX ro- 
cyaapeTs M MIpeKpaTHTb NONCT aMepH- 
KaHCKMX CamoneTos Hal Ky6ou. Cxaxy, r-H 
IIpesmnent, Bam OTKpoBekHO, 4TO & 
BCTPeTHJ C HEKOTOPbIM OOReEryeHHeM COO6- 
weve O TOM, YTO B TEYeCHHE MOCICAHHX Of- 
HOTO-AByX HEH NONCTbI AMCPHKAHCKHX Ca- 
moneTos Han Ky6o He npon3BomMANce. 
Xopowio, CCH ITO NpesBeMlaeT COXpaHeHHe 
TakOrO pa3yMHOrO pewieHHA KH Ha Gynyulec. 

Jlasattre mbi c Baw aoroBopumcs, r-H 
IipesufenT, HO TOM, 4TO Tenepb Ke HallIMM 
npeactasutenam B Hbw-Mopxe 6yayt aanbi 
yKa3aHHS “IDHCTYNMTL HOMCIICHHO K COra- 
COBaHHIO AOKYMCHTa (HAM AOKYMCHTOB), B 
KOTOpOM 6buiH Gbi Ocbopmaenbi yepe3 OOH 
O6A3aTCALCTBA CTOPOH. 

Mb! npeactasasem ce6e 1eN0 Tak, YTO 118 
Takoro cormacopaHua noTpe6yeTca MUIb 
HECKONbKO AHCH, CCIM, KOHE4YHO, BCe CTO- 
POHbI XOTAT CKOpewweh AMKBHAAUMH NO- 
CRCACTBHA HallpsKeCHHOTO K ONAaCcHOrO NOAO- 
XKCHHA, BOSHMKUIETO B pahone Kapn6ckoro 
MOPS, NONOKCHHA, KOTOPO” AEHCTBHTEABHO 
NOocTaBHAO YeNOBeYeECTBO Ha Tpakb TepMo- 
AAePHON BOMHbI. 

Ewe omHo 3amevanne. A mpowtan co- 
o6usenne B. Ky3neuosa o ero Geceme c 
3. Crupenconom, 43 KOTOpOm y3Han, 4TO 
aMepHKaHCcKas CTOpPCsa COOMpaeTcA nepe- 
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give such instructions to your representatives at 
the negotiations on disarmament we will only 
greet that. 

Such is our viewpoint on the three questions 
raised by you: on the removal of the IL-28 pianes, 
on organizing the verification and on non-intro- 
duction to Cuba of such weapons which in accor- 
dance with the agreement are removed from 
Cuba. 


How should we deal with the matter now so that 
we and you could soon bring joy to humanity with 
the news that the crisis over Cuba is completely 
liquidated? 


The Government of the USA in view of the 
agreement reached on the [L-28 planes should im- 
mediately remove the quarantine which corre- 
sponds to your own statement as well. 


It is necessary to stick to generally recognized 
international norms and rules fixed in the UN 
Charter—not to violate the territorial waters and 
air space of sovereign states and stop the flights of 
American aircraft over Cuba. I will tell you frank- 
ly, Mr. President, that I met with some relief the 
report that during the last one-two days the flights 
of American planes over Cuba did not take place. 
It is good if it promises maintaining of such wise 
decision in the future as well. 


Let both of us agree, Mr. President, also that 
our representatives in New York be given at once 
the instructions to immediately proceed with 
working out an agreed document (or documents) 
that would formalize through the UN the com- 
mittments [sic] of the sides. 


As we see the matter this will require oniy a few 
days if, of course, all the sides want to have speedi- 
est liquidation of the aftermath of a tense and dan- 
gerous situation evolved in the Caribbean area, 
the situation that really brought humanity to the 
brink of thermonuclear war. 


One more point. I have read V. Kuznetsov's re- 
port on his talk with A. Stevenson from which I 
learned that the American side is going to give us a 
draft of its document stating the US committ- 
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laTb HaM MpOeKT CBOeTO JOKYMCHTA, H3J1a- 
rarowero o6sa3aTenbcTBa CIA o HeHana- 
nenun Ha Ky6y. Haw mpoext ,okyMeHTa 06 
yperyMpoBaHHH KOH@AMKTa yxe NepesaH 
Baum mpeactasutenam. Pa3ymeetca, Mbi 
CO BC€M BHHM&HHeM DaCCMOTPEM Baill JOKy- 
mMeHT. byfeM HafleaATLCA, YTO B Pe3yNbTaTe 
NeperoBopoB HaM ylacTcA OOpMHTE J10- 
CTHIHYTY10 JOPOBOpeHHOC?Th Tak, YTOObI 3TO 
yCTpavMBano BCe CTOPOHbI. 

Baw 6pat — PoGeptr Kenxenu 4epe3 Ha- 
wero nocna B Bawmurroxe Jlo6poinnna u 
r-H Makkod 4Yepe3 HaluMx NpescTaBuTeneh 
B Hbio-Mopke sbicka3anu noxenaHnne, YTO- 
6bI MONYYHTL NOcKOpee Halll OTBET Ha 
BbICKa3aHHbie Bamu coo6paxeHHsA NO BO- 
nmpocy 0 BbiBO3e Cc Ky6ni camonetos MJI-28. 
UTO K, A MYMalO, YTO STOT MOM OTBET MaeT 
Bam Henmoxoi MaTepuan aia Bauiero 3a- 
ABJICHHA Ha Npecc-KOHdepenuMH. Ognako, 
a Haerocb, r-H IIpesugent, uTo Baute 3a- 
abneHHe He 6yeT OMHOCTOPOHHEM, a OyseT 
OTBeYaTh OGOHKOMHOMY NOHHMAHHHO MOs0- 
*KCHHA KaK B “ACTH, KaCalOulencaA HeMesl- 
N@HHbIX WaroB MO OTMeHe KapaHTHHa 
npekpaliieHHlO NONETOB AaMePHKAHCKHX Ca- 
mMoueTOB Hal Ky6oH, Tak HB YacTH Ge30TIAa- 
raTenbHoro odopmaeHnHs Yepe3 OOH o6a- 
3aTCJbCTB CTOPOH MO OKOH4YATCbHOM AMK- 
BHlallMM KPH3HCa, BOSHHKUWerO B paione 
Kapu6ckoro mops. 

B 3akmioyenHe XO4Y NOMVeEPKHYTb, 4TO 
C MOMCHTA JOCTHXKCHHA AOPOBOPeHHOCTH 
MeXKJIy HAMM MpOuLIoO yxKe MHOTO BPeMcHH H 
He B HHTepecax HallMX CTpaH, He B MHTepe- 
caxX MHpa MeCJIMTb C OCyLIeECTBAeHHeM 
AOCTHIHYTOH AOTOBOPeHHOCTH HK C 3aBep- 
weHvemM yperyiMpospaHna §=KYyOKHCKOTO 
Kpu3uca. Takoso Haue y6exnenne.' 


'When communicating this message to Robert F. 
Kennedy on Nov. 20, 1962, Amb. Sobrynin also con- 
veyed the following: 

“As far as we know F. Castro wants also to make a 
statement today concerning the settlement of the Cuba 
question. N. S. Khrushchev believes that it would be 
good if the President in his statements at the news con- 
ference did not introduce elements of aggravation and 
did not make any statements hurting the national feel- 
ings of the Cubans. Now it is especially important that 
the positive which has begun to show in the settling of 
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ments [sic] of non-invasion of Cuba. Our draft of 
the document on settling the conflict has been al- 
ready forwarded to your representatives. Natural- 
ly, we will study your document with utmost atten- 
tion. Let us hope that as a result of the 
negotiations we will manage to formalize the 
achieved agreement so that it satisfy all the sides. 


Your brother Robert Kennedy through our 
Ambassador Dobrynin in Washington and Mr. 
McCloy through our representatives in New York 
expressed a desire to get promptly our answer to 
the considerations expressed by you on the ques- 
tion of the removal of IL-28 planes from Cuba. 
Well, I think, this answer of mine gives you not a 
bad material for your statement at your press-con- 
ference. However, I hope, Mr. President, that 
your statement will not be one-sided but will re- 
spond to mutual understanding of the situation 
with regard to immediate steps to remove the 
quarantine and to discontinue the flights of Amer- 
ican planes over Cuba as well as with regard to the 
immediate formalizing through the UN of the 
committments [sic] of the sides on the final liqui- 
dation of the crisis evolved in the Caribbean area. 


In conclusion I wish to stress that much time has 
already passed since an agreement was reached 
between us and it is not jn the interests of our 
countries, not in the interes~; of peace to delay the 
fulfillment of the agreement that has been reached 
and the final settlement of the Cuban crisis. Such 
is Our Conviction. 


the conflict be by all means supported and encouraged. 
It seems to us that the present state of affairs demands 
that each side display caution and restraint to avoid 
creating needless obstacles to the final elimination of the 
crisis which around Cuba.” 
“If Mr. President could take this into account while 
ing his news conference it would have a positive 
significance and would correspond to our mutual efforts 


to come more promptly to a solution acceptable to all si- 
des.” FPA RF, f. 059, i. 46, f. 89. d 438. p. 


(in Russian). 
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November 20, 1962' 


[An hour before his press conference on 
November 20, 1962, President Kennedy di- 
rected Llewellyn Thompson to communicate 
to the Soviet Ambassador the following mes- 
sage for the information of Chairman Khru- 
shchev.] 


In addition to what he [President Kenne- 
dy] intends to announce at the press confer- 
ence, he has also ordered a lower state of 
alert for the US armed forces, that had been 
introduced in the beginning of the Cuban 
events. Simultaneously, those air squadrons 
that had been called to active duty during the 
Cuban crisis have been ordered back into 
reserve. 


Kennedy Message of November 21, 1962” 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I have beea glad to get your letter of No- 
vember 20,’ which arrived in good time yes- 
terday. As you will have seen, I was able to 
announce the lifting of our quarantine 
promptly at my press conference, on the ba- 
sis of your welcome assurance that the IL-28 
bombers will be removed within a month. 


I am now instructing our negotiators in 
New York to move ahead promptly with pro- 
posals for a solution of the remaining ele- 
ments in the Cuban problem. I do not wish to 
confuse the discussion by trying to state our 


"English text a version provided by the Russian Em- 
bassy of message tebephoned to Soviet Ambassador Do- 
brynin by Ambassador Liewellyn Thompson from the 
White House one hour before the press conference of 
President on Nov. 20, 1962, announcing the 
lifting of the quarantine on shipments to Cuba (DOS was 
unable to find an original); Russian text telegraphed to 
Moscow on Nov. 20, 1962. In January 1992, the US and 
Russian governments jointly announced the release of 
this document. 
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B aononmnenve K TOMY, “TO OH HaMmepeH 
OGBABHTL Ha Npecc-KONdepenuMH, OH OTMAA 
Takxe pacnopsaxeHHe O CHMKCHHK COCTORHMA 
6Goesoh TOTOBHOCTH NO aMePHKAaHCKMM BOOpy- 
XKCHHbIM CHAM, KOTOPas Obina OODABICHA B Ha- 
vane kyOunckux coObrTHh. Onnospemenno or- 
aHO PachOpaxXcHHe O BOIBPallICHMH B PesepB Tex 
BOSAYUINbIX SCKaIPHAMA, KOTOPbIe ObLIK NpH3Ba- 
HbI K A2KTHBHOM AeACTBHTeCABHOR CryxGe BO Bpe- 
Ma KYOMHCKOPO KPH3HCa. 


Ysaxaembii r-n [Ipeacenatenb 


A G6pin pan norayuuts Bawe nucemo ot 20 
HosOpa, KOTOpoe npHObLIo BecbMa cCBOeBpe- 
mMeHHO BYepa. Kak Bai suante, 2 cmor GpicTpo 
OGDABHTD Ha lipecc-KONGepeHliMH O CHATHH Ha- 
wero KapaHTHHa, OCHOBbIBaRCh Ha Bawem 3ape- 
peHHH, KOTOPOe NpHBeETCTByeTCA, O TOM, 4TO 
6omOapanposumKun VJ1-28 GyayT Beipe3seHnbi B Te- 
4YeHK > MCHA. 

A cetuac aw yka3aHnsa HaWIMM NpencTaBH- 
TenaM Ha Neperosopax B Hbw-Hopxe Gpictpo 
NPMCTYNMTb K NpesIOReHHAM JIA PeweHHA OCTa- 
fOUIMXCH BeMCHTOR KYOMHCKOR Npo6AembI. A He 
xeNaw OCNOKKSTh LGCyKAeCHHe NONbITKaMH 


"English text delivered by Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State Robert Davis to Ambassador Dobrynin at 9:55 
a.m. Washington time on Nov. 21, 1962, for forwarding 
to khrushchew (Davis was standing in for Ambassador 

, whose mother had just died); Russia. text 
was telegraphed to Moscow by the Sovembassy. 

“Reference here is to the Nov. 19, 1962, oral commu- 
nication from Khrushchev (printed above ) that was tele- 
graphed irom Moscow late on the 19th and was received 
in Washington on the 20th. 
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present position in detail in this message, but 
I do want you to know that I continue to be- 
lieve that it is important to settle this matter 
promptly and on reasonable terms, so that 
we may move on to other issues. I regret that 
you have been unable to persuade Mr. Cas- 
tro to accept a suitable form of inspection or 
verification in Cuba, and that in consequence 
we must continue to rely upon our own 
means of information. But, as I said yester- 
day, there need be no fear of any invasion of 
Cuba while matters take their present favor- 
able course. 


[unsigned] 


Khrushchev Message of 
November 22, 1962 
Ysaaxaembii r-h [1 pesnaenr, 


Tonayuna Bawe nocaanne. Bbipaxato 
6Goabmoe yaosneTBOopeHne. TlonHocTbHO Ao- 
BePaAtO CACAAHHOMY M B ITOM NOCAAHHH 3aKB- 
nenmio © Tom, 4To CILIA nogzTsepxaawrT 
cBaoe OGR3ATEALCTBO 0 HCBTOPACHMH Ha 


Ky6y, koropoe Bai oe > sonmerealatamaay 


BHOBL NONOKCHHA, KOTOPO! TOKO 4TO Ny- 
TeM HallMX B3aMMHBIX yCHAMA ObLNO0 ycTpa- 
HeHO. 

Bai ropopute, 4TO MHe He yaNOCb B YeM- 
To y6eauTh npembep-munucTpa Mupens 
Kactpo. B o6uyem, Bai orvactu npassi. Ho 


‘Russian text forwarded to Sovembassy by MFA at 
18:15 Moscow time on Nov. 22, 1962, with instructions 
to Ambassador Dobrynin to pass it to President Kenne- 
dy through Ambassador Thompson (or Davis); English 
text furnished by DOS. In January 1992, the US and 
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M3AOAKMTE B ACTAARXK Hay HbIHCLUHIOW NOSMUMIO 
B AaHHOM NOCAaHHMK, HO # xO4Y, YTOGbI Bai sHaan, 
¥TO & NPOMOAKalO CMMTATb BAKHLIM yperyANpo- 
BaTb 3TOT BOMpOc GBICTpO HM Ha pa3yMHBIX 
yCAOBUEX, C Tem “TOG MbI MOrAM NeperTH Kk 
apyrum sonpocam. 9 coxmanew, yro Boi ue 
cmorau yGeamTs r-Ha KacTpo cormacuTsca Ha 
NOAXOARULyO PopMy MHCNeKUMM KAM NpoBepKH 
Ha Ky6e # 4YTO B Pe3YALTaTe 3TOTO Mii ROAKHbI 
NPOMOAKaTh NOAATAaTeca Ha HalM COGCTBCHHbIC 
cpeactsa nucbopmaumn. Ho, Kak # 3a8BKA BYEpa, 
HeT HYAKJbI OffacaTbca Kakoro-1MG60 BTOPAKCHHA 
ua Ky6y 8 TO Bpems, Kak Acha NpHHMMAaIOT 
HbinewHee GAAPONPKATHO? HaNnpaBAcHHe. 


[Tloannct Kexnean 8 nocaannn 
He NpocraBacna| 


Dear Mr. President, 


I have received your message. I express great 
satisfaction. | fully trust the statement made in 


that message too that the United States confirms 
its committment [sic] not to invade Cuba which you 
also confirmed in your statement at the news 
conference. 


In my confidential messages to you I have al- 
ready laid down our understanding of the ques- 
tions and of those steps which are needed to nor- 
malize the situation in the Caribbean area after 
the great and dangerous tension we and you have 
lived through. 


No less important questions are facing us now, 
that must be solved to avoid reoccurrence [sic] of 
the situation which has just been eliminated 
through our mutual efforts. 


You say that I was not able to convince [in 
something] Prime-Minister Fidel Castro about 
something.’ In general you are partly right. But it 


Russian governments jointly announced the release of 
this document. 
?The phrase in brackets was bracketed in the original 
translation and replaced by the penned-in phrase “about 
thi _ 


Kenne@;-nhrushchev Cospospontence 


Halo y¥ecTb, wo KyGa — 37T0 monogan pec- 
ny6Ganka, KyOHHCKHe PyKOBOSZHTeIH, KOTO- 
pbie OFeHR CnOCOOHbIC MH MpemaHHbie Ce°C- 
My Hapomy AesxTeAM, OMHAKO 110K MONO- 
Abie, 9KCNAHCHBHbIC, HY OHM CHOBOM, — 
«<ACTA@HIIbI», H COBCEM He B MIOXOM CMBICIC 
3Toro cnos2. Hago soitTH B HX NoAOKeHHe, 


KYOHHCKOM PeBOMIOUMK BCTPeTHI0 ero HeEApy- 
xemo6Ho. Kpome Toro, He1b3a 3a6bIBaTb HO 
ToM, ¥TO Ha Kydy seab GbiL10 mpeznpunATO 
BTOpXeHHe. 

Bee 3TO M Hance y“HTbIBaTL C Tem, 4TOObI 
NpaBAIbHO OUCK! 'T> HM NMOHMMAaT NonO- 
*KeHHe HM CCAM XOTHTC NCHXOMOTHYECKOE CO- 
cToanve pykosoguTench KyG6pi. A axe ay- 
Malo, “TO MOXET ObITh MPeMbep-MHHHCTp 
®uaenp Kactpo c 60nbuIMM “yBCTBOM NOHH- 
MaHHA OTHECCA K HCKOTOPbIM BOTIPOCaM, HO 
OH, BHJIMMO, TOXKe COMIMEPAA CBOH War C 
HacTpoecHHeM KyOHHCKOTO Hapoma, OxBaucH- 
Horo rnyGOKHM NaTPHOTH4YCCKMM NOPbIBOM 
H CTPEMACHHeM OTCTORTh CBOHKO HC3aBHCH- 
mocTb. KyGmHcknii Hapom HM 39TO ero CTpem- 
neHnne — OCTOMHbI YBAKCHHA. 

Konewno, y Hac c Bamm pa3snaa oucHKa 
KyOuMHCKOM peBOMOUKH, COGbITHA, pasBep- 
HyBuIMxca BOKpyr Ky6ni, m nosMunMH KyOuK- 
CKHX pykosoguTeneh. Ho sro yxe spyroe 
neno. Pasnzs oueHKa He 2O7>KHa NOMCcIaTD 
HaXOKACHHIO B KOHIIC KOHUOB coraco- 
BaHHbIX PewmeHHh B MHTepecax Mupa. ITO H 
eCTb MApHoe CocyuecTBoBaHnne. Hao c noHH- 
MaHHCM OTHOCHTLCS Kak K TOW, Tak HK Apyro# 
CTopune M CUMTaTLCA C CbakTHYeCCKMM NoNO0- 
XKCHHEM, B MaHHOM CyYae C NMONOKeHHeM HS 
Ky6e, 136pasuieh nyTh pa3sBHTHA B COOT- 
BCTCTBHH C BONCH CBOCTO Haposa. 

Mbi C NOHMMaHHeM HM TepnenMBO jcnann 
pce, 4TO Hano Giun0 HM OYTO GLO B HalmMx 
cuiax, YOGI OGecne4HTb MOCTMKeHHe oOTO- 
BOPeHHOCTH O JIMKBHMalMH §=fiOocneACTBHA 
Kpu3nca. Bomburyio pa6oty no Haley nopy- 
yeHHIO MponomnA Ha KyGe Hau mpenctasn- 
Teab, MOM nepsbii 3amecruTem A. UH. 
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should be taken into consideration that Cuba is a 
young republic the Cuban leaders beimg very able 
and devoted to their people are however young, 
expansive people—Spaniards in a word, to use it 
far from pejorative sense. But one should under- 
stand the position they are in as the leaders of 
Cuba. The Republic of Cuba is a small country 
having for its neighbour a big and powerful state— 
the United States of America, a state whih has 
been unfriendly to her since the first day 
should »ot forget either that there was an invasion 
of Cuba. 


That is what has to be taken into consideration 
in order to correctly assess and understand the sit- 
‘ation and, if you wish, the state of mind of the 
ieaders of Cuba. I even think that Prime-Minister 
Fidel Castro may have looked upon some ques- 
tions with a great sense of understanding but he 
probably also correlated his steps with the feelings 
of the Cuban people who are taken by a great pa- 
tnotic upsurge and desire to defend their indepen- 
dence. The Cuban people and their desire are 
worthy of respect. 


Of course, you and we have a different appraisal 
of the Cuban revolution and of the events which 
developed around Cuba and of the position of the 
Cuban leaders. But this is another matter. The dif- 
ferent appraisal must not after all prevent us from 
finding agreed solutions in the interests of peace. 
That is what the peaceful coexistence is. One 
should treat both sides with understanding and 
take into account the actual state of things—in this 
case the situation in Cuba which has chosen the 
way for its development in accordance with the 
will of its people. 


We [were] have been’ doing with understanding 
and , itience everything that was needed and that 
was within our power to ensure the achievement 
of agreement on the elimination of the remnants 
of the crisis. A great work has been done in Cuba 
on our instructions by our representative , my first 


'The brackets were added in the translation, and 
“have been” was penned in. 


Muxosu. KcratT, OH CKOpo BepHeTca, Tak 
KaK Ha 3TOT C¥CT MbI fai CMy COOTBET- 


CTBylollee yKa3aHHe. 
SA nonan Bawe nocnanne Tak, 4ro Bat camu 


C NOHMMA@HHeM OTHOCHTECE K TPyHOCTSM, KC- 
Topbie euse OcTamnch. A Obi xoTSA, 4TOOI 
Mbi, Mposenas riaBHOe, 1a5 MAPOBOH O6- 
LICCTRBCHHOCTH YCNOKOCHKe M OTIAB MIpHKa3bi 
mo BowcKaM, cnocoGcTByioume HOpMalH- 
3allMM NONOKCHHA, — a Mbi TAKOM TIPHKa3 OT- 
mann Cpary Ke, KaK TOJbKO y3HasIn, 4TO aHa- 
AOTMYHbIe War, Cle Nabi < Bale CTOPOHbI, 
— npennpunain Gbi CpOdHbie MepbI 11K a- 
BEPLICHHA YPeryIMPOBaHHs BOTIDOCOB, BCH4Aa- 
FOUIMX BCE Hall YCHIMA. 

Hano 6bino 6bi, 4ro6bi cooTBeTCTBY- 
1OULMe YKa3aHHA MONYYHA K Ball YNOJHOMO- 
4YeCHHBIA fH Makkno, KOTOPOMy Mbi, H 
AM4HO A — Noche MOCH BCTPedH C HMM B 
mpouiom rogy Ha IimuyHae — nuTaem yBa- 
*KeHHe, HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO OH ABAAETCH, 
Kak A CMY NONYLIYTA-NONyCepbe3HO To- 
Bopy, mpencrapnTenam Youa-cTputa. 
Ipasa::, on Mena yYOexnan, 1TO YOAA-CTpHT 
He Taxaa YX CTpalllHas WITYKa, Kak # ero 
ce6e npencrasnaw. Ox naxe o6erman, koria 
a Gyny 8 Hsw-MopKe, caomuTs mena Ha 
Yoan-crput, 4To6n1 nonbitateca yOeanTs 
MCHA B 9TOM. AH He TepalO HalexXKAbI, YTO 
B OHH NpekpacHbii penb r-H Makkxnon 
BLINOAHKT CBOe OGeULaHHe, TO-CCTh CBOAHT 
mena Ha Yonn-crput. Ho 370 8 oG6uleM, Kak 
Bai nonummaete, YacTHOe OTCTYNIeHHE. 

UTO Ke KaCaeTCA HAC, B CBAIM C 3aBeEpUe- 
HHEM BONPOCOB, KOTOPbie ellie He OBE ACHbI 
m0 KOHUA, TO CO CBOCH CTOPOHbI MbI yxAC 
mann yka3anua Ky3Heuosy OTHOCHTeABHO 
NpeAAOKeHHA Ha ITOT C4CT, KOTOPbIc, Ha- 
CKOAbKO MHC H3BECTHO, YRC AOBCACHbI 10 
CBEACHHA BalIKX MpenctasuTenech B Htw- 
Hopxe. Mbi 3TH npennoxenua CcunTaem 
KOHCTPYKTUBHLIMM, HM Mbil PYKOBOACTBO- 
BaNMCh TEM, YTOObI OGACTUNTD 3aBepUeHHe 
Halen AOTOBOPCHHOCTH. 

Teneps 2 Obi XOTeCA BLICKa3aTb TakOe NO- 
xenanne: Obui0 Obi Kpahne none3HO, ecAH 
6b! NpH paspaGoTKe NpemAOKcHHA, C BaUIeh 
cToponb Opin Obi CAcnanbi Takne warn, 
KOTOPbIc HC NPH4YHHAIK Obi Cy 1aBOYHbIX 
YKOAOB APyruM y4aCTHHKaM feperoBopos KH 
He CO3MaBaK Obi KPIO4KOB, CHOCOOHBIX Ha- 
HOCHTb UapanHibl HallMOHaIbHOMY CaMO- 


deputy A.I. Mikoyan. Incidentally, he will come 
back soon because we have given him appropriate 
instructions to this effect. 

I understood your message in a sense that you 
that still remain. | would wish that we having ac- 
complished the main thing, having given relief to 
the world public and having given orders to the 
armed forces contributing to the normalization of 
the situation, — and we gave such order at once as 
soon as we learned that analogous steps were tak- 
en on your side, — that we would take speedy 
measures to complete the settlement of the ques- 
tions that would crown all our efforts. 


It would be necessary that appropriate instruc- 
tions be also given to your representative, Mr. 
McCloy for whom we and I personally, after my 
meeting with him in Pitsunda last year have re- 
spect, despite the fact that he, as I told him half 
seriously and half-jokingly, is a representative of 
Wall Street. True, he tried to convince me that 
Wall Street was not so terribie a thing as I imag- 
ined. He even promised when ! happen to be in 
New York to take me to Wall Street to try to con- 
vince me that this is so. I do not lose hope that one 
fine day Mr. McCloy will fulfi’l his promise that is, 
will take me to Wall Street. But this generally, as 
you understand, is just a digression. 


As for us, in connection with the completion of 
the questions which have not been completed yet, 
we on our part have already given instructions to 
Kuznetsov regarding proposals to that effect 
which, as far as 1 know, have already been for- 
warded to the attention of your representatives in 
New York. We consider these proposals to be 
constructive, and we were guided by a desire to fa- 
cilitate the completion of our agreement. 


Now | would like to express the following wish: 
it would be exiremely useful if while working on 
the proposals no steps are made on your part that 
would be pin-pricks for the other participants in 
the negotiations and that would create hooks ca- 
pable of causing scratches to national pride and 
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Kennedy-Khrushchev Correspondence 
a 


m106H10 WH Mpecrwxy STHX APyrux y4acTHH- 
KoB. Beg rmaBHoe yxe Cie 1aHO, M Ha 3aBep- 
WiarOUleM 3Tafe Hao GBLIO Cal CO34aTb XO- 
pouiMe, yBePeHHbIe OTHOWCHHA, 4TOOI, 
ONMpasacb Ha 3fpaBbiii CMBICI, Ha paccyOK H 
Ha MOHHMaHHe BCC OTBETCTBCHHOCTH, KO- 
TOpas JeXKHT Ha Hac C Bamu, NpHiiTH K OKOH- 
YaTCIbHOMY COrallicHHlO Ha TBEpAOH Ppa- 
3YMHOH OCHOBE HM TaM CaMbIM CO3/aTb 
yCNOBHA fA xOpoulero MpoyHorO NoNo- 
X%CHHA B paione Kapu6ckoro mopa. 

B 3TOM MOeM NOC/IaHHH A HHKaKHX BONpo- 
COB MO CylIeCTBY He CTaB/IKO, TaK KaK BO- 
Nmpocbi, KOTOpbie TpeOy!lOT 3aBepleHHsA, 
Bam u3Becrubi. Jlapaiite xe MpH0%KHM CO- 
BMCCTHbIe YCHJIHA, 4YTOObI 3aBepLIMTb UH 
OCTalOLIMeCA BONPOCbI. ITO MOXET MOcIy- 
XKHTb XOPOWUHM Mpeq3HaMCHOBaHHeM Mia 
o6enX HallHX CTOPOH B BbIpaOoTKe NosxoMa 
UIA PCLUCHHA APyrux, CTOALIMX Nepey HaMH, 
He MeHee BaxKHbIX BONpocoB. Befb BCe-TaKH 
BONpOc, Hall KOTOPbIM MbI C Bamu 6bemca, 
9TO, XOTA MH BaXHbIN, HO YaCTHbIA BOMpOC. 
Mexay TeM eCTb BOMPOCbI, pellieHHe KO- 
TOPbIX HMCCT HCKJIIOUMTEbHO BaXKHOC 3H2- 
yee aa cyne6 Mupa, H HX Halo pellaTb Cc 
TeM, 4TOObI ACHCTBUTeENBHO CTaOHIM3MpO- 
BaTb NONOXKECHHE HK YTBEPAMTb NpOHbIA MHP 
Ha 3eMJIe. 


C yBaxeHHem k Bam 
H. Xpyuies 


Khrushchev Oral Communication of 
December 10, 1962' 


Ysaxaembii r-H [Ipesnpexrt, 
Ka3anocb 6bi, Mbi Cc Bamu nogoun cei- 


yac K 3aBeplaloujeh Craw AMKBHalHK 
HanpsAXKeHHOCTH BOKpyr Ky6b1. Hawn oTHO- 


"Russian text telegraphed to Sovembassy Washington 
at 15:15 Moscow time on Dec. 10, 1962 (copy to New 
York) for conveying in personal meeting with R. Kenne- 
dy (text did not include Khrushchev signature); English 
text furnished by DOS. In January 1992, the US and 
Russian governments jointly announced the release of 
this document. 
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prestige of these other participants. The main 
thing has been achieved indeed and at the final 
Stage it would be necessary to create good, reli- 
able relations so that, relying on common sense, 
on reason and on the understanding of all the re- 
sponsibility that lies upon you and us, to reach a 
final solution on a firm reasonable basis and thus 
to create conditions for a good, stable situation in 
the Caribbean area. 


In this message of mine I do not raise any ques- 
tions of substance since the questions that must be 
completed are known to you. Let us then make a 
joint effort to complete the remaining questions as 
well. This may serve as a good omen for both our 
sides in working out an approach tor the solution 
of other not less important questions that we face. 
After all the question that you and we are strug- 
gling with is, though important, but a particular 
one. Meanwhile there are questions the solution 
of which is extremely important for destinies of 
peace’ and they must be solved in order to really 
stabilize the situation and secure lasting peace on 
earth. 


Sincerely yours, 
N. Khrushchev 


p» Dear Mr. President, 


> 


It would seem that you and we have come now 
to a final stage in the elimination of tension 
around Cuba. Our relations are already entering 


*This word should probably have been “world” (the 
Russian ‘“‘mup” can have either meaning). 
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WWCHHA Tellepb BXOMFT YE B HOPMAJIbHYO KO- 
net, TaK KaK BCe Te CpesCTBa, PasMeLLCHHbIe 
HaMH Ha TeppuHTopHH Ky6bi, KoToppie Bobi 
CYMTaJIM HaCTYMaTebHbIMH, BbIBe3CHbi, KH Boi 
B 9TOM yOeAHMJICh, O 4M BallieH CTOPOHOR 
yxe ObLIO CieaHO 3axBJICHHe. 

Iro xopowo. Mbi weHuM TO, 4TO Boi, Kak 
HM Mbl, He JOPMaTHYCCKH NMOAXOMMIIK K pe- 
WeHHIO BOMPOCa O JMKBHJaliMK BOSHKKIUCHK 
HallpsXKeCHHOCTH, MH 3TO MO3BOJKO HaM B 
COXKMBUIMXCA YCHOBHAX HaHTH H Gosice 
ru6kyto opMy MpOBePKH BbIBO3a yKa- 
3aHHbIX CpegcTs. TlonumMaHve HK rHOKOCTD, 
nposBieHHbie Bam B 3TOM fieJie, BbICOKO 
OWCHMBAalOTCA HaMHM, XOTA Halla KPHTHKa 
aMePHKaHCKOTO HMMIlepHalH3Ma OCTAaeTCA, 
KOHE4HO, B CHIC, MOTOMY 4YTO 3TOT KOH- 
@aukT 6b AeHCTBUTeEAbHO CO3faH NOAK- 
THKOH CoennHenHbix Liitarop Amepuki B 
OTHOWECHHH Ky5bl. 

Ceftuac Halo 6bui0 Obi ABMHYTDCA Gornee 
PeLUMTeCJIbHbIMM WaraMH K OKOHYATeJIbHOMY 
3aBEPLUCHHIO JIMKBHalMK 3TOM HalipsxKeH- 
HOCTH, TO ecTb Halo GbLIO 6bI, YTOGbI Boi co 
cBOeH CTOPOHbI ACHO No”TBepA~Min B OOH, 
Kak 3T0 Boi caesiain Ha Mmpecc-KOHdepeHuMH 
H B MOCNAaHHMAX KO MHC, OOM3aTEJIBCTBO 0 He- 
BTopxKeHHH CoeanHeHHbix Lilratos 4 Baluinx 
COHWO3HHKOB Ha Ky6y, CHAB OFOBOPKH, KO- 
TOpbie Tellepb BHOCATCA B MpoeKT jicKJa- 
paunm CIA s Cosere be3onacnocru, u 
4¥TOObI HaluM MpencrasuTenM B Hbto-MopKe 
ROTOBOPHJIKCh O COPaCOBaHHOM K3JIOKCHKK 
B lekJlapaliMax OGCHX epxKaB B3ATbIX MMH Ha 
ce6a O6H3aTeILCTB. 

Ilonarato, 4To Bei yxe HMeJIM BO3MOX- 
HOCTb O3HAKOMHTbBCA C MpejIOKCHHbIM 
HaMH TeCKCTOM KpaTKOH jeKiapauMn Co- 
BETCKOFO MpaBHTeJILCTBa, B KOTOPOH ccop- 
MYJIMPOBaHbI riaBHbie O6a3saTenbcTBa Co- 
BeTckoro Co1w3a, BbITeKalouiMe 3 OOMeHAa 
nocnaHHAMH MexKy HaMH. Mbi HCXOAMM H3 
TOPO, 4TO aHanOrM4Had KPpaTKas jeKNa- 
pauMaA ONxKHAa ObITh CAeNaHa NpaBHTe/b- 
cTsom CILIA u B Hed Takxe OysyT 3acpnKcH- 
POBaHbI OCcHOBHbIe OOs3aTenbcTBa CILIA, 
BbITeKalouiMe K3 OOMeHa NOcNaHHaMH. ITo- 
cmMoTpute, r-H IIpesnfexT, 3TO Hallie mpe- 
noxeHke, nepeaHHoe HaMH Yepe3 Bawinx 
npenacrasutenen B Hbio-Mopke. 

Ho He3aBHCHMO OT TOTO, Kakasx 6yfeT 
MOPOBOPeHHOCTh MO KOHKPeTHbIM TeKCTaM 
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now their normal course since all those means 
placed by us on the Cuban territory which you 
considered offensive are withdrawn and you as- 
certained that to which effect a statement was al- 
ready made by your side. 


That ts good. We appreciate that you just as we 
approached not dogmatically the solution of the 
question of eliminating the tension which evolved 
and this enabled us under existing conditions to 
find also a more flexible form of verification of the 
withdrawal of the above mentioned means. Un- 
derstanding and flexibility displayed by you in this 
matter are highly appreciated by us though our 
criticism of American imperialism remains in force 
because that conflict was indeed created by the poli- 
cy of the United States with regard to Cuba. 


More resolute steps should be taken now to move 
towards finalizing the elimination of this tension, 
i.e. you on your part should clearly confirm at the 
U.N. as you did at your press conference and in 
your messages to me the pledge of non-invasion of 
Cuba by the United States and your allies having re- 
moved reservations which are being introduced now 
into the U.S. draft declaration in the Security Coun- 
cil and our representatives in New York should 
come to terms with regard to an agreed wording in 
the declarations of both powers of the commitments 
undertaken by them. 


I believe that you already had an opportunity to 
fanulianze yourself with the text proposed by us of a 
brief declaration of the Soviet Government in which 
the Soviet Union’s main commitments resulting 
from the exchange of messages between us are for- 
mulated. We proceec' from the assumption that an 
analogous brief declaration should be made by the 
U.S. Government and that the main U.S. commit- 
ments resulting from the exchange of messages will 
also be fixed in it. Have a look, Mr. President, at 
this proposal submitted by us through your repre- 


sentatives in New York. 


But notwithstanding what the agreement on the 
concrete texts of our declarations at this con- 
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HallHX JeKNapallHit Ha TOM 3aBepllarlOlleM 
9Tane, BCe Ke OCHOBHAA Lieb JOCTHIHYTAa H 
HallpsxKCHHOCTE CHATA. CKaxky OTKPOBCHHO, 
4YTO Mbi BbiBe3H C Ky6bi HalliM CpeacTBa, 
nojaraacb Ha Baie 3aBepeHHe O TOM, 4TO 
CIA H HX COIO3HHKH He GyfyT BTOpraTeca 
Ha Ky6y. Beab 9Tu cpeacTBa mpecnesoBann 
Web 3alMTbI CyBepeHuTeTa Ky6bi u no- 
3TomMy mnocne Bauwero 3aBepeHiaA OHH 
yTpaTHK CBOe 3Ha4yeHHe. Mbi Hajleemca H 
xoTelH Obi 3aBepHTb, — 06 3TOM A, Kak Boi 
3HaeTe, 3aaBian wu myOnn4yHO, — 4TO Bpi 
OymeTe Tak Ke CTPOrO NpHAepXHMBAaTbCA MaH- 
HbIX Bamun OOa3aTeNbCTB, KaK 3TO JenaeM 
MbI B OTHOWUCHHH CBOHX OOA3aATEJBCTB. 

Mbi, r-H [Ipe3mment, yxe BbINONHHAH 
CBOK O6A3aTCbLCTBA OTHOCHTE/IBHO BbIBO3a 
Hallux pakeT H CamosieToB MJ] °8 c Ky6ni un 
faxe 2ocpoyHo. | lonaATHO, YTO BbINOAHEHHe 
Bamu Ballinx O6A3aTCLCTB He MOXET ObITL 
Tak HarAHO MPOMeMOHCTPHpOBaHO, Kak 
3TO 6bLIO CAeNaHO HaMH, NOCKONbKY Ballin 
O6A3aTEMbCTBa HOCAT JONTOBPeMeHHbIA Xa- 
paktep. Ho BaxKHO HX BbINOJIHATD MH CheNaTb 
Bce 1a TOrO, YTOObI He ObIIO C CaMOro Ha- 
Yala NOCEAHO COMHCHHA B TOM, 4YTO OHH Gy- 
AYT BbINOmHATECA. A ye KaK-TO roBopHA 
Bam, 4TO Halli APy3ba, OCOGeHHO Te H3 HHX, 
KOTOPObIe OTHOCATCA K HaM C H3BECTHbIM He- 
AONOHHMaHHeM, CTapatoTca yOeHTb Hac B 
TOM, 4TO HMMepHaH3My BEPHTb HeJb3A, TO 
eCTb He/Ib3A BepHTL Bam, Kak mpefcTaBH- 
Tem TakOrO KamuTaNMCTHYeCKOrO rocy- 
laperBa, KaKMM sBAaIOTCA CoesMHeHHbie 
lilratbi1 AMepuku. 

Y wac c Bam, pa3ymeetca, pasnnunoe 
NOHMMAaHHe B ITHX BOTIpOcax. A He Gyzy no- 
Apo6uO H3JlaraTb, B YM 3aKIOUAeTCA MOE 
NOHMMaHHEe, MOTOMY 4TO B ITOM OTHOLUCHHH 
y Hac c Bamnw He MoxeT O6biITb eqHHOrO 
MHCHHA, TAK KaK MbI JIKOMM Pa3Hbix MONMTH- 
yecKHx nomocos. Ho ecTb BellM, KOTOpbie 
Tpe6yroT O6ujero NOHHMAaHHA C OGOeHX CTO- 
POH H TakOe OGulee NOHHMAHHE BO3MOXHO H 
axe Heo6xogumo. Bot 06 3ToM & KH xOTeN 
6bI Cka3aTb Bam. 

Mbi c Bamu nepexusin B TeYeHHe KOPOT- 
KOrC BP€MeHH JOBONbHO OCTPbI KPH3KC. 
Octpota ero 3aKs1104aaCb B TOM, 4TO MbI C 
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cluding stage will be, anyway the basic goal has 
been achieved and tension removed. I will tell you 
frankly that we have removed our means from 
Cuba relying on your assurance that the United 
States and its allies will not invade Cuba. Those 
means really had the purpose of defending the 
sovereignty of Cuba and therefore after your as- 
surance they lost their purpose. We hope and we 
would like to believe—I spoke of that publicly 
too, as you know—that you will adhere to the 
commitments which you have taken, as strictly as 
we do with regard to our commitments.’ We, Mr. 
President, have already fulfilled our commitments 
concerning the removal of our missiles and IL-28 
planes from Cuba and we did it even ahead of 
time. It is obvious that fulfilment [sic] by you of 
your commitments cannot be as clearly demon- 
strated as it was done by us since your commit- 
ments are of a long-term nature. But it is impor- 
tant to fulfill them and to do everything so that no 
doubts are sown from the very start that they will 
not be fulfilled. I already told you at one time that 
our friends especially those of them who regard us 
with certain lack of understanding are trying to 
convince us that imperialism cannot be trusted, 
that is that you cannot be trusted, as a representa- 
tive of such capitalist state as the United States of 
America. 


It goes without saying that you and I have differ- 
ent understanding of these questions. I shall not 
go into details as to what my understanding is be- 
cause in this regard you and I cannot have com- 
mon opinion since we are people representing dif- 
ferent political poles. But there are things that 
require common understanding on both sides and 
such common understanding is possible and even 
necessary. This is what I would like to tell you 
about. 


Within a short period of time we and you have 
lived through a rather acute crisis. The acuteness 
of it was that we and you were already prepared 


'The English translation failed to indicate a paragraph 
here. 
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Bamu roTosbi 6buiM yxe Ceuac Cpa3HTbCa, 
a 3TO MpuBeo Obi K MMPOBOH TEpMOATEPHOK 
Bone. Jla, K MHpOBOH TEepMOATEPHOH BOMHE 
CO BCEMH ee CTpPalUHbIMH MOCIeACTBHAMH. 
Mbi yun 370 uv, Gynyun yOexKeCHHbIMH, YTO 
YeOBEYCCTBO HHKOIa He MpocTHo Obl Tem 
WeaTeAM, KC TOpbie He HCYeEpMaH BCeX BO3- 
MOXHOCTeH JIA MpesOTBPalleHHA KaTa- 
CTpodbi, MOUNH Ha KOMMPOMMHCC, XOTA 
NOHMMAaJIH, H CeH4ac 3aABIAeM 06 3TOM, YTO 
Bawa mpetTeH3HH He MMeNHM Non coon 
HHKaKOH MOYBbI, HHKaKOH MpaBOBOH Oc- 
HOBbI, 4YTO 3TO ObLIO NPOABIeHHeM CamMoro 
HaCTOAero NPOK3BOIa B MCXYHapOsHbIXx 
nenax. Mbi nou Ha KOMMpOMKCC NoTOMy, 
4¥YTO OCHOBHOH Hallieh WeNbIO ObLIO — no- 
laTb pyky NomMouM KyOHHCKOMy Hapoyly c 
TeM, 4TOObI HCKJIIOUHTb BO3MOXHOCTh BTOP- 
*KeHHA Ha Ky6y, yTo6bi Ky6a Morna cyuect- 
BOBaTb HM Pa3BMBaTbCA Kak CBOGOMHOE CyBe- 
peHHoe rocyfapcTBo. ITO — Halla riaBHas 
Web CCTOMHA, OHA OCTACTCA FNaBHOH We bIO 
Ha 3aBTpa M HMKAaKHX MHbIX Ween MbI He 
npecnesoBasn HW He Mpecnenzyem. 

Ilostomy, r-H [Ipesugeunt, OT Toro, KaK 
Bobi ceftuac GyfeTe BbINONAATL B3ATbIC Ha 
ce6a OOa3aTeNbCTBa, 3aBHCHT BCE, 3aBHCHT 
CTaOHJIbHOCTh B 3TOM paHOHe HK He TONBKO B 
3TOM paloHe, HO H BO BCeM MHpe. Kpome 
Toro, 3TO 6yfeT Tenepb Kak Obi NAaKMyCOBOH 
OyMaxXKOH, yKa3aTesIeM Ha TO, MOXHO JIM 
MOBCPATb, CCIM BO3HHKHYT aHaJIOrM4Hbie 
TPYAHOCTH B pyrux reorpaduyeckHx paiio- 
Hax. Jlymato, Boi cormachTecb, 4TO ECAH NO- 
TEPpNuT MpOBan Halla MOTOBOpeHHOCTL 06 
yperyMpoBaHHH KYOHHCKOTO KpH3HCa, TO 
3TO NOMOPBET BO3MOXHOCTb MaHeBpa, K KO- 
TOPOMy Bbi H Mbi MOrsH ObI NpHOerHyTs AK 
yCTpaHeHHA ONaCHOCTH, BO3MOXHOCTb KOM- 
mpomucca B G6yfyUleM, CCH BO3HHMKHYT 
aHasOrH4Hble TPyAHOCTH B Apyrux pahonax 
MHpa, a OHH Befb MOTyT BO3HHKHYTb. Mb 
npagaem Gonblloe 3HaeHHe BCeMy ITOMY H 
RanbHehuee GyneT 3aBMCeTL OT Bac, Kak 
Iipesufexta, OT mpaBuTesbCTBa CoeqnHeH- 
Hbix Liltatos. 

Mbi cunTaem, 4TO AaHHbie Bamu rapan- 
THM O HeEBTOpxeHHH Ha Ky6y 6ynyT co6nWw- 
WaTbCA KH MIPHTOM HE TOJbKO BO Bpems Ba- 
wero npe6bipanua B Benom Jlome, — 3To 
yxe, KaK TfOBOpHTCA, camo co6oH pa3y- 
meetca. Mbi aymMaem, 4TO Bai cmoxeTe no- 
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to fight and this would lead to a thermonuclear 
war. Yes, to a thermonuclear world war with all its 
dreadful consequences. We took it into account 
and, being convinced that mankind would never 
forgive the statesman who would not exhaust all 
possibilities to prevent catastrophe, agreed to a 
compromise although we understood—and we 
state it now—that your claims had no grounds 
whatsoever, had no legal basis and represented a 
manifestation of sheer arbitrariness in interna- 
tional affairs. We agreed to a compromise because 
our main purpose was to extend a helping hand to 
the Cuban people in order to exclude the possibili- 
ty of invasion of Cuba so that Cuba could exist and 
develop as a free sovereign state. This is our main 
purpose today, it remains to be our main purpose 
for tomorrow and we did not and do not pursue 


any other purposes. 


Therefore, Mr. President, everything—the sta- 
bility in this area and not only in this area but in 
the entire world—depends on how you will now 
fulfill the commitments taken by you. Further- 
more, it will be now a sort of litmus paper, an indi- 
cator whether it is possible to trust if similar diffi- 
culties arise in other geographical areas. I think 
you will agree that if our arrangement for settling 
the Cuban crisis fails it will undermine a possibility 
for manoeuvre which you and we would resort to 
for elimination of danger, a possibility for com- 
promise in the future if similar difficulties arise in 
other areas of the world, and they really can arise. 
We attach great significance to all this, and subse- 
quent development will depend on you as Presi- 
dent and on the U.S. Government. 


We believe that the guarantees for non-invasion 
of Cuba given by you will be maintained and not 
only in the period of your stay in the White House, 
that, to use an expression, goes without saying. 
We believe that you will be able to receive 
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NY4HTb MaHfaT HM Ha CueqyroOuHX BbIGOpax, 
To ecrb GygeTe npe3sngentom CILIA B Te- 
YeHHE WWCCTH Je€T, YTO HMMOHHPOBaNO Obi 
Ham. IllecTb neT B MHPOBOH NONMTHKE B 
Halle BpeMaA — CpOK GONbIIOH HM 3a STOT 
CpOK MbI MOM Obi CO3aTb XOPOMMe yc- 
NOBHA JIA MHPHOTO COCYUICCTBOBaHHA Ha 
3eMJIe, 2 3TO ObLIO ObI BbICOKO OLCHEHO Kak 
HapoflaMH HallMX CTpaH, TaK MH BCeMH JIpy- 
rHMM HapojaMH. 

Ilostomy, r-H [Ipesument, a xoTen Obi 
BbIpa3sHTb moxeNaHHe, 4TOGRI Bei mpa- 
BHJIbHO, KaK H MbI, MOON K OW|EHKE No0- 
xenua. Ceituac oco6eHHO BaxHO OO6rcrie- 
YHTb BO3MOXHOCTh OOMCHA MHCHHAMH 10 
NOBCPHTCIbHbIM KaHallaM, KOTOPbie€ Mbli C 
Bamu CO3a1H 4 KOTOPbIMH NOb3yemca. Ho 
OBCPHTCIbHOCTS HalliHX JIMYHbIX OTHOLIC- 
Hua GyneT 3aBHCeTb OT Toro, ecu Bbi, 
Tak Ke KaK HM Mbl, BbINOHHTe B3ATbIC Ha 
ce6a OOa3aTeNBCTBa HM JalvTe ykKa3aHHA 
Bawum mpenctasutenam Bs Hb1w-Mopxe 
OPOPMHTb 3TH OGAZATENLCTBA B COOTBET- 
CTBYIOUIMX MOKYMeHTaXx. ITO TpeG6yeTca 118 
Toro, YTOGbI y BCexX HapogzoB Oba yBepeH- 
HOCTb B TOM, 4TO HallpsxKeHHOCTs B Kapu6- 
CKOM MOpe — 3TO BYepalliHH JeHb H YTO Te- 
nepb JCACTBUTEAbHO CO3aHbI HOPMAJIbHbIC 
yCNOBHA B Mupe. A 18 STOO Halo 3acpuKCH- 
POBaTb B3ATbIC Ha CeOa OOAZATEIBCTBA B 10- 
KYMeCHTaXx TOH HM {Pyro CTOPOHbI KH 3apern- 
CTpuposaTs ux B OpraHH3aunn OG beqHHeH- 
HbIX Hann. 

Bei, r-H [Ipesument, He xoTuTe corna- 
CHTBCA C MATbIO YCIOBHAMH, KOTOPbIe BbUIBH- 
HyTb! [Ipembep-Muxnncrpom  Pecny6nnku 
Ky6a ®unenem Kacrpo. Ho segb 3TH NAT 
NYHKTOB HaXOMATCH B MOJIHOM COOTBETCTBHH C 
nonoxeHuamu Ycrapa Opranu3aunn O6be- 
AHHeHHbIX Hani, KOTOpbIa ABNAeTCA Mmpa- 
BOBOH OCHOBOH OTHOUWICHHH MeXKIIy rocy- 
apcrBaMH, CBOero pola dyHaMeHTOM JA 
o6ecneyeHHA MHpa MH MHMPHOTO COCYLLIeCTBO- 
BaHua. CKkaxky mpsamo, Takaa Baia no3sHuMa 
BbI3bIBaeT yHBNeHHe. Bo3moxKHO y Bac 
MMCIOTCA KaKHe-TO TpymHOCcTH. OgHako HaM, 
r-H IIpe3mmentT, 3aHMMalOUIMM TaKOe OT- 
BETCTBCHHOe MoNOKeHHe B MHpe HM OONe- 
YCHHbIM BbICOKHM JIOBEpHeM, HYXKHO Mpeojo- 
NeBaTb 3TH TpymHOCcTH. Hapogbi 3TO ONeHAT, 
nOTOMYy 4TO [IA HHX 3TO O3HAYAaeT OGecTIe- 
yeHHe MpOuHOrTO MHpa Ha 3eMuIe. 
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a mandate at the next election too, that is that you 
will be the U.S. President for six years, which 
would appeal to us. At [sic] our times, six years in 
world politics is a long period of time and during 
that period we could create good conditions for 
peaceful coexistence on earth and this would be 
highly appreciated by the peoples of our countries 
as well as by all other peoples. 


Therefore, Mr. President, I would like to ex- 
press a wish that you follow the right way, as [we]' 
do, in appraising the situation. Now it is of special 
importance to provide for the possibility of an ex- 
change of opinion through confidential channels 
which you and I have set up and which we use. But 
the confidential nature of our personal relations 
will depend on whether you fulfilli—as we did— 
the commitments taken by you and give instruc- 
tions to your representatives in New York to for- 
malize these commitments in appropriate docu- 
ments. This is needed in order that all the peoples 
be sure that tension in the Caribbean is a matter of 
yesterday and that now normal conditions have 
been really created in the world. And for this it is 
necessary to fix the assumed commitments in the 
documents of both sides and register them with 
the United Nations. 


You, Mr. President, do not want to agree with 
the five conditions put forward by Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Cuba Fidel Castro. But, in- 
deed, these five principles correspond fully to the 
provisions of the United Nations Charter which is 
a legal basis for the relations among states, a sort 
of foundation for securing peace and peaceful co- 
existence. I will tell you frankly that such position 
of yours is surprising. Maybe you have some diffi- 
culties. But, Mr. President, we who occupy such 
responsible position in the world and who are en- 
dowed with high trust, have to overcome those 
difficulties. The peoples will appreciate that 1 e- 
cause for them it means insuring [sic] lasting peace 
on earth. 


'The English text had a typographical error “wo” for 
“we” here. 
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Xoten 6bi BbicKa3aTb Bam HeKOTOpbie 
CBOM mpeTeH3HH. Mbi cef#uac 4HTaeM pa3- 
Hbie CTaTbH Bawinx o6o3peBaTeneh H KOp- 
PeCNOHJCHTOB H Hac GECNOKOHT, 4TO B STHX 
CTaTbAX OBObHO LWIMPOKO KOMMECHTH- 
pyeTca KOH@HeCHUMaIbHbIM OOMeCH MHCHH- 
aMH, MIpH4eM 3TO JeMaeTCA NHOMbMH, KO- 
TOpbie, Ka3anocb Obi, He HMCIOT HHKaKOro 
OTHOLICHHA K JOBEPHTeJIbHbIM KaHasiaM, yC- 
TaHOBJICHHBIM Mexy HaMH. Ilo comepxa- 
HHIO 3THX CTaTeH BHIHO, 4YTO HX AaBTOPbI 
WIMPOKO HHDOpMHpoBaHbl, HM y Hac CKJajbi- 
BaeTCA BNeYaTeHHe, YTO 3TO Pe3yIbTAT HE 
Ciy4aHHOH yTe4YKH Ce€KPeTHbIX CBeeHHH, 
a 6naroCcKNOHHOCTH K TEM JIKOMAM, B 4bH 
PyKM NMoMmagfaiwoT 3TH CBeMeHHA, MpemaBa- 
eMbie laCHOCTH. ITO, OYEBHAHO, Mpecie- 
ayeT Web OMHOCTOPOHHerO HHOpMupo- 
BaHHs OOUIECTBEHHOCTH. 

OTKpOBeHHO rOBOps, CCIM MbI Tak Gyqem 
NONb3OBaTbCA KOHQHJICHLIMAJIbHbIMM CBA3A- 
MH, TO 3TO flaieKO He GyfeT CNOCOG6CTBOBaTb 
MOBeEpHIO K 3THM KaHaliaM. Bbi CaMv NOHH- 
MaeTe, 4TO ecnM Baula CropoHa Ha4HeT M0- 
CTyMaTb Tak, 4TO Halll OOMCH MHCHHAMH 10 
3THM KOHQHICHUMAIbHbIM KaHalaM OyleT 
MipOcayHBaTbCA CKBO3b MaJIblibl, TO 3TH Ka- 
H@JIbI NepecTaHyT MpHHOCHTh MOsb3y HK MOTYT 
mpuHecTH axe Bpex. Ho 3To Baie meno. 
Ecnu Boi cuntaete, 4TO 3TH KaHaJibl H39KHJIN 
ce6a u Gonee He HyXKHbI, TOra M MbI 18 cea 
CileaeM COOTBETCTBYIOLIME BbIBOJbI B TOM 
oTHOWeHHH. ToBpopto 06 3TOM MIpsaAMO H XOTedI 
6b1 3HaTb Baie MHeHHe NO 3TOMy BoMpocy. A 
pyrato amMepHKaHCKHA HMNMepHaH3M. Ho, c 
AIpyrou CTOPOHbI, 4 CUHTAlO, YTO HaM MOe3HO 
M BMpewb COXpaHHTb BO3MOXHOCTS KOHGH- 
AeHuMabHoro OG6MeHa MHCHHAMM, TaK KaK 
MHHMMYM JIMYHOTO JOBepHA HEOOXONHM IIA 
PYKOBOMALIMX TOCyMapCTBeCHHbIX seaTeNeh 
o6eux fepxaB WH 3TO OTBEYaeT HHTepecam 
HalliAX CTpaH H HapONOB, HHTeEpecaM Mpa BO 
BCeM MHPpe. 

[lapaittre, r-H [Ipesnnent, Obictpee THKBH- 
AMpyem mocnescTBHA KYOMHCKOTO KPH3HCa H 
BO3bMEMCA 3a PellICHHe JIPyrHX BOMpOcoB, a 
“xX y Hac MHoro. Ecnuw roBOpHTb O 3amnpe- 
WCHHM HCIbITaHHH AepHOTO OpyxXHA TO 
3T0 B OG6ulem MeKHH Bompoc. A cobupa- 
toch OGpaTuTLca K Bam mo 3TOMy BOMpocy Cc 
KOHQHJICHUMAIbHbIM MHCbMOM 4H [Ipejvio- 
XKCHHAMH HM HalelOCch, YTO MbI Mpeosoneem 
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I would like to express to you my disapproval of 
certain things. We read now various articles by 
your columnists and correspondents and we are 
concerned that in those articles they are widely 
commenting on the confidential exchange of opin- 
ion and it is being done by the people who as it 
would seem have no relation to confidential chan- 
nels set up between us. Judging by the contents of 
these articles it is clear that their authors are well 
informed and we get an impression that this is not 
a result of an accidental leak of the confidential in- 
formation but a result of benevolence for those 
people into whose hands gets the information they 
make public. This evidently is done for the pur- 
pose of informing the public in a one-sided way. 


Frankly speaking, if we use the confidential 
communications this way, it will be far from facili- 
tating confidence in those channels. You yourself 
realize that if your side begins to act in the way 
that our exchange of opinion by way of confiden- 
tial channels will leak through fingers these chan- 
nels will cease to be of use and may even cause 
harm. But this is up to you. If you consider that 
those channels have outlived themsczives and are 
of no use any longer, then we also will draw appro- 
priate conclusions in this respect. I tell you this 
straightforwardly and I would like to know your 
opinion on this matter. I have been denouncing 
American imperialism. But on the other hand I 
consider it useful for us to continue to maintain 
the possibility of confidential exchange of opinion 
because a minimum of personal trust is necessary 
for leading statesmen of both countries and this 
corresponds to the interests of our countries and 
peoples, to the interests of peace all over the 
world. 


Let us, Mr. President, eliminate promptly the 
consequences of the Cuban crisis and get down to 
solving other questions, and we have them in 
number. As far as nuclear test ban is concerned 
this is a minor question on the whole. I am going to 
address to you a confidential letter and proposals 
on this question and I hope that we will over- 
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MMe1oOuMecaA 34eCb TpyaHOcTH. []po6nema 
pasopyXeHHA, ITO — spyroe feN0; 3TO — 
OObWION HK TPyAHbIM Cehuac BONpOC. 

Ho, KOHe4HO, riaBHbIi — HW JerKHH H B 
TO Ke BPe€MA TPyYAHbIN BOMpoc — 3TO rep- 
MaHCKHH. A rOBOptO, YTO OH AerKHii H B TO 
xe BpeMaA TpyfaHbIh. Ho, sTO Tak HM ECTb. 
Jlerkuii NOTOMy, 4TO HalliM MpesIOxKeHHA O 
3aKJIOYCHHH MMPHOTO AOrOBOpa HHKaKHX 
yCTyNOK C TOM HM pyro CTOPOHbI He TPpe- 
OyioT H HHKAKHX NOTepb OT TOK HM Apyron 
CTOPOHbI Takxe He Tpe6yroT. OHH, 3TH 
NpewOXKeHHA, AMLWIb PUKCHPYIOT TO NoNO- 
*KeHHe, KOTOPOe CHOXKHIOCh B pe3sybTaTe 
BTOpOH MHPOBOH BOHHbI. 

Ilocne neperoBpopos, KOTOpbie BeJHCb 
HaluMM M#HHCTpOM HMHOCTpaHHbix fen A. 
[pombiko # BauiHM TocylapcTBeHHbIM ce- 
Kpetapem J].Packom, Hepellie¢HHbIM OCTasICA 
NO CyUeCTBY OMMH BOMpoc — 3TO BONpOC O 
Bolickax B 3anagHom Bepnune — Boiicka 
KakHX CTpaH, Ha KaKOM CpOK HM NOM KaKHM 
dararom 6ylyT Tam HaxOfHTBCA. 

Xoten 6bi, uTo6ni Bei nonann Mens 
NpaBHIbHO B 3TOM BONpoce. JlaBafiTe ero 
pewaTb. Or HeOOXOMMMOCTH ero pellieHHA 
MbI BC€ paBHO HHKysla He yiiem. Ilo npasae 
roBOpa, ITOT BONPOC BbIeMeHHOTO Aa He 
CTOHT, CCIM PeaNHCTHYCCKH MOMXOMMTE K 
oueHke non0x%xKeHHS B epMaHHH, re CHOXKH- 
NOCb (Ba CYBCPeHHbIX TepMaHCKHX rocy- 
fapcTBa, MH CCIM MepxKaTb Kypc Ha Corna- 
wenve no 3anagHomy bepauny, a He Ha TO, 
4TOObI OH HM BMpeb OCTaBasICA OMaCHbIM 
O4arOM CTOJIKHOBCHHA MOXY MepxKaBamMH. 
Heyxeam MbI C Bamw — Ba BEAMKHX rocy- 
apcTBa NOMYHHHM, BOJbHO HIM HEBONbHO, 
CBOIO MONMTUKY, MHTepecbi HalIHX rocy- 
lapcTs mpecrapenomy 4enoBeKy, KOTOPbIi 
H @H3M4eCKNH KH MOPaNbHO OHO HOrOH 
cTtout B mMorune? HeyxenH MbI CTaHeM 
MIpyWIKOH B ero pyKax? 3ak1O4eHHeM MHp- 
HOrO JOrOBOpa Mbi HHYerO He NOTepANHK 
6bI, a mpHo6penn Obl BOIMOXHOCTS yKpe- 
MWIATh APYXKECTBCHHbIe OTHOWICHHA MOXY 
HallMMH TocyfapcTaBaMH, pa3Ba3ann Obi 
y3en B Espone, KoTopbiit Taunt B ce6e yrpo3y 
BCeEMY MHPy TOAbKO NOTOMY, 4TO B 3TOM 3a- 
MHTepeCcOBaHbI CaMbie OTosTeNbIe arpec- 
CMBHbI€C MHJIMTapHCTCKHe CHIbI SanaqHon 
Tepmanuu. 


116 


come difficulties existing in this question. The 
problem of disarmament is a different matter; it is 
a major and difficult question now. 

But, of course, the main question is the German 
question and it is an easy and at the same time dif- 
ficult one. I say that it is an easy and at the same 
time difficult question. But this is really so. It is 
easy because our proposals for concluding a peace 
treaty do not demand any concessions from either 
side, neither do they demand any losses from ei- 
ther side. These proposals only fix the situation 
which has developed as a result of World War II. 


After the talks that our Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs A. Gromyko had with your Secretary of State 
D. Rusk, only one question in effect remained un- 
resolved—that of troops in West Berlin: troops of 
what countries, for what term and under what flag 
will be stationed there. 


I would like you to understand me correctly on 
this question. Let us solve it. We will not escape 
the necessity to solve this question anyway. To tell 
the truth, this question is not worth an eggshell if a 
realistic approach is employed in appraising the 
situation in Germany where two sovereign Ger- 
man states have developed and if a course fol- 
lowed is aimed at an agreement on West Berlin 
and not at leaving it to remain a dangerous hot- 
bed of collision between states. Should really you 
and we—two great states—submit, willingly or 
unwillingly, our policy, the interests of our states 
to the old-aged man who both morally and physi- 
cally is with one foot in grave? Should we really 
become toys in his hands? By concluding peace 
treaty we would lose nothing but we would gain a 
possibility to strengthen friendly relations be- 
tween our states, would untie the knot in Europe 
which is fraught with danger for the whole world 
only because most extreme aggressive militarist 
forces in West Germany are interested in this. 
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Ilpouwly 43BHHHTb MCHA 3a MpAMOTY H > Please, excuse me for my straightforwardness 


OTKPOBCHHOCTb, HO A MO-MpexHeMy C4H- 
Talo, 4TO NpAMOH HM OTKPOBCHHBbIN OOMeCH 
MHCHHSMH HeOOxomMM, 4TOORI H36exKAaTb 
xyawero. 

Iipowy nepezats Baweh cynpyre u Bcei 
Bawiei cembe 206pbie NUxeNaHHA OT MCHS, 


MOeH CyNpyrH H BCeH MOeH CeMbH. 


Kennedy Letter of December 14, 1962' 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I was glad to have your message of Decem- 
ber 11th“ and to know that you believe, as we 
do, that we have come to the final stage of the 
Cuban affair between us, the settlement of 
which will have significance for our future re- 
lations and for our ability to overcome other 
difficulties. I wish to thank you for your ex- 
pression of appreciation of the understand- 
ing and flexibility we have tried to display. 

I have followed with close attention the ne- 
gotiations on the final settlement of the Cu- 
ban question between your representative, 
Mr. Kuznetsov, and our representatives, 
Ambassador Stevenson and Mr. McCloy, in 
New York. In those negotiations we have 
tried to understand your position and I am 
glad to note that Mr. Kuznetsov has also 
shown effort to understand our problems. It 
is clearly in the interest of both sides that we 
reach agreement on how finally to dispose of 
the Cuban crisis. To this end, Ambassador 
Stevenson and Mr. McCloy presented on 


"English text furnished by DOS; Russian text was 
telegraphed to Moscow and received 11:40 Moscow time 
on Dec. 15, 1962 — it carried this transmittal informa- 
tion: “Today Acting Secretary of State Ball telephoned 
and said that he had a document that, in order not to at- 
tract attention, would be brought directly to me at the 
Embassy by Davis. Davis brought the following reply 
from the President to N. S. Khrushchev (the text was 
not signed).” This item had previously been published 
in part in John F. Kennedy, JFK Wants to Know, 


and frankness but I believe as before that a frank 
and straightforward exchange of opinion is need- 
ed to avoid the worst. 

Please, convey to your wife and your whole 
family wishes of good health from myself, my wife 
and my entire family. 


Ysaxaembii r-H [Ipencenatens, 


A 6bin pan nonyunts Bawe nocaanne or 11 ae- 
Ka6pa 4 y3HaTb, TO Bai cuntaete, Tak Ke Kak H 
Mbl, 4TO Mbi NOMOULIK K 3aBepualoulen CTanMH 
KyOHHCKOrTO BONMpoca MexXAY HaMH, yperyAupo- 
BaHwe KOTOporO GymeT MMeTb 3HaYeHMe 18 
HaluiMx GyRyUIMX OTHOWCHHEA HW AAA HaWwen Cno- 
CO6HOCTH MpeosoneTs Apyrve TpyaHocTH. A xouy 
no6narogapuTe Bac 3a Baum cnosa 0 TOM, 4TO 
Boi ucHHTe NOHMMAaHHe KH PHOKOCTb, KOTOPbi¢e MbI 
CTapasMCh MpOABUTb. 

A cneauA C NPHCTaAbHbIM BHAMAHHeM 3a Nepe- 
ropopamu B Hw-Hopxe no oKoHn4aTenbHOoMmy 
yperyauposaHnw KyOHHCKOrO BONpoca MCKAY 
Baum mpeactasuTenem, r-Hom Ky3Heu0Bbim, H 
HOM 4 T-HOM Maxkzioem.” 

B 9THx neperoBopax Mbi NbITANHCh NOHSTS 
Bally no3MUMO, HA Pal OTMETHTL, 4TO r-H Ky3- 
HCHOB TAKXKe NPOABHN CTPEMACHHe NOURTL Hal 
npo6rembl. AcHo, 4To B HHTepecax OGeHX CTOPOH 
ROCTHYA Cormacua O TOM, KaK OKOH4YaTeEABHO 
AMKBKAMpOBaTh KyOMHCKHA KpusHc. C 93TOR 
ueabwO nocon CTHBeHCOH M T-H Makkao# npen- 
CTaBHAM B Cpeny HOBBIA NMpoeKT coBMecTHOTO 


pp. 227-29, and in Michael Beschloss, The Crisis Years, 
New York, HarperCollins, 1991, pp. 571-72, with cer- 
tain portions “sanitized” because of classification. In 
January 1992, the US and Russian jointly 
announced the release of the full text of the document. 

The reference is to the preceding item, written on 
Dec. 10, 1962, but only received in Washington on 
Dec. 11, 1962. 

‘The Russian translation introduced a paragraph 
break here. 


Kennedy-Khrushchev Correspondence 
He aaa aan a 


Wednesday a new draft of a joint statement 
which by now has certainly reached you. 
I wish to assure you that it is our purpose 
to end this affair as simply and clearly as 


You refer to the importance of my state- 
ments on an invasion of Cuba ard of our in- 
tention to fulfill them, so that no doubts are 
sown from the very start. I have already stat- 
ed my position publicly in my press confer- 
ence on November 20th, and I am glad that 
this statement appears to have your under- 
standing; we have never wanted to be driven 
by the acts of others into war in Cuba. The 
other side of the coin, however, is that we do 
need to have adequate assurances that all of- 
fensive weapons are removed from Cuba and 
are not re-introduced, and that Cuba itself 
commits no aggressive acts against any of the 
nations of the Western Hemisphere. As I un- 
derstand you, you feel confident that Cuba 
will not in fact engage in such aggressive acts. 
and of course I already have your own assur- 
ance about the offensive weapons. So I my- 
self should suppose that you could accept our 
position—but it is probably better to leave fi- 
nal discussion of these matters to our repre- 
sentatives in New York. I quite agree with 
you that the larger part of the crisis has now 
been ended and we should not permit others 
to stand in the way of promptly settling the 
rest without further acrimony. 

With regard to your reference to the confi- 
dential channels set up between us. I can as- 
sure you that I value them. I have not con- 
cealed from you that it was a serious 
disappointment to me that dangerously 
misleading information should have come 
through these channels before the recent cr- 
sis. You may also wish to know that by an ac- 
cident or misunderstanding one of your dip- 
lomats appears to have used a representative 
of a private television network as a channel 
to us. This is always unwise in our country. 
where the members of the press often insist 
On printing at some later time what they may 
learn privately. 

Because our systems are so different. you 
may not be fully familiar with the practices of 
the American press. The competition for 
news in this country is fierce. A number of 
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3AMBNCHHR. KOTOPAIN K HAaCTORULICMY MOMCHTY, 
konewHo, Bamu nonyyen. A xovy saneputs Bac, 
4TO Halla UCN JaKAKOVAaCTCR B TOM, 4YTOORI 3a- 


BEPUIMTL 3TO NEO KAK MOAHO NMPOUle KH ACHEC. 


Bai oTMe4aeTe BAKHOCTL MOMX 3aNBACHHE OT- 
HOCHTCAbHO BTOPAcHHS Ha Ky6y # Hawero Hame- 
PCHHS BLINOAHHTE HX. C Tem, 4TOObI C CaMoro Ha- 
vana He 6bino NocesHO comHeHHA. A ye w3- 
AOKKA MOK NOUN MyYOAWYHO Ha Mpecc-KOH- 
depexunn 20 wosGpsa wa pan. 4TO 9TO saRBACHHe, 
KaxeTca, actpeveno Baw c NOHMMAaHHEM:, MbI 
HMKOTAa He XOTCAH OBIT. BTRHYTRIMH B Ne?CnL- 
Tate aeAcTBHe Apyrux B BOwHY Ha KyGe. JIpy.on 
CTOPOHOR MCAAAK, OAHAKO, ABARCTCR TO, TO HAM 
ACACTBHTCALHO HY AHO HMCTb COOTBCTCTBYIOUING 
JARCPCHHS B OTHOMICHHH TOTO, 4TO BCe HacTyna- 
TerAbHOe OpyAKHe BhIBeIeCHO Cc Kye un He GyneT 
BBCICHO BHOBL HK YTO Cama Ky6a He cosepumNT 


Bac. Bat ysepensi. ero Ky6a aeaicrenreabno He 
OyneT NPCANPHHMMATL TAaKHX arpeccMBHBIX aK- 
TOR. H KOHeHO, s yxe HMeHO Bae co6cTReHHoe 
WREPCHHe OTHOCHTEALHO HACTYNaTeABHOTO Opy- 
aus. Tak ¥TO # AWUHO aOnKeH Gein 6b npen- 
nornoxHTs, TO Bai cMoran Obi NpHHAT. Haury 
noOwUMO, HO NO-BHAMMOMY, AyYUe Nmpeno- 
CTaRHTh OKONYAaTEABHOe O6CYARCHMe ITHK BO- 

Mpocos HaulMM mpeactaswTensm B Hew-Hopxe. 
A anonne cormacen c Bamu, «ro Kpuauc caoeh 
Gonpmeh YacThO cefl¥ac yxe NOIANH KH MBI He 
AOKI NOWOARTL APyTHM CTONTS Ha MYTH K 
OhicTpomMy taRepUIeHHIO OCTaiomehca YacTH 6e3 
AanbHemine;ro OGOCTPCHHR. 

“ro Kkacaetca Bawero ynommnanna Kondu- 
ACHUMANbHMIX KAHAIOR, YCTAHORACHHEIX MCATY 
HaMH, # MOTy JanepHTL Bac, 4To & LeHIO 9TH Ka- 
vane. A we cxpein oT Bac, «ro ans mens Ghin0 
COPLCIHEIM PaIOYAPORAHHeEM TO, 4TO Yepes ITH 
Kavanh! Nepel HeRARHHM KPH3HCOM UAa OnaCcHO 
pRonstiias RB safinyanenHe wHdbopmauns Boi. 
ROIMOAHO, TOKE JAKOTHTE YIHATL, WTO CAYYARHO 
HH NO HEROPatTyMeHHIO ODMH M3 BALIMX AHNAO- 
MaTOR, KAKETCR. HCNOALIORAN NpencTasuTers 
4ACTHOR TCACRHIHOHHOR KOMNAHHH B Ka4vecTRE 
kanana K Ham. 97TO Bcerma HepatyMHO B HaWeh 
CTpane. rhe mpeactaswTerH mpecce! vacTo Ha- 
CTaMBaIoT Ha TOM, 4TOOM KOra-TO NosKe Hane- 
“aTaTh TO. 4TO OWN MOTAH yIHaTR 4“aCTHLIM 
nyTem. 

Hlockonnky Halim CHCTeEMM CTORL pasAMunet, 
Bam. BOwwOAKHO, He BNOAHE JHAKOMAa NPAaKTHKa 
Haine avMepHKaHcKkoR mpeccht. Konkypenuns 8 
NONVYCHHH HOROCTEH B Hale CTpane OxMECTO- 
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the competitors are not great admirers of my 
Administration, and perhaps an even larger 
number are not whoily friendly to yours. 
Here in Washington we have 1200 reporters 
accredited to the White House alone, and 
thousands more in other assignments. Not 
one of them is accountable to this govern- 
ment for what he reports. It would be a great 
mistake to think that what appears in news- 
papers and magazines necessarily has any- 
thing to do with the policy and purpose of this 
government. i am glad to say that I have 
some friends among newspapermen, but no 
spokesmen. 

But let me emphasize again that we do in- 
deed value these confidential channels. I en- 
tirely share your view that some trust is nec- 
essary for leading statesmen of our two 
countries; I believe that it is important to 
build the area of trust wherever possible. I 
shall of course continue to hold and to ex- 
press my convictions about the relative mer- 
its of our systems of government, and I will 
not be surprised if you do the same. 


In particular, we have beén very glad to 
have opportunities for private exchanges 
with and through Mr. Bolshakov, and I am 
sorry to learn that he is returning to Moscow. 
It is our impression that he has made a real 
effort to improve communications and un- 
derstanding between our two governments, 
and we shall miss him very much. 

I appreciate your writing me so frankly, 

and in return I have tried to be as straightfor- 
ward, for I agree with you that only through 
such frank exchanges can we better under- 
stand our respective points of view. Partly for 
this reason I refrained in my last press confer- 
ence from commenting on certain aspects of 
your speech before the Supreme Soviet with 
which you realize, of course, we could not 
agree. 
We also are hopeful that once the Cuban 
crisis is behind us, we shall be able to tackle 
the other problems confronting us and to find 
the path to their solution. 


I cannot refrain from commenting briefly 
on your reference to the German ‘question, 
though I do not thi::« that it would be useful 
in this message to expound our full position 
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M, Noxanyh, gaxe eure Gombuee 4YHCHO OT- 
HOCHTCR HE BNOAHC APyXeCTBCHHO K Balliemy. 
3aect 8 Bauwsmmurroxne TombKo npx Benom nome 
akkpeauTosaHo 1200 penoprepos x eule ThICR4H 
B Apyrux mMectax. Hm OfMH M3 HX He OTBETCTBe- 
HeH Neped HalliMM MpaBHTeCALCTBOM 3a TO, 4TO OH 
coo6maeT. Brio 6b! Goabwok OW KOR AyMaTb, 
4¥TO TO, YTO MOABARCTCA B raseTax MH KypHanax, 
OGA3aTEMbHO MMCCT KaKOeC-TO OTHOUICHHe K 
NOAMTHKE MAM WeAAM Halero NpaBuTeALcTBa. A 
pal CKa3aTb, 4TO Y MCHA CCTL HECKOABKO Apy3eh 
CpeAM KYPHAAHCTOB, HO HHKTO H3 HHX He YNOAHO- 
MO4YCH FOBOPHTb OT MOeTO MMCHH. 

Ho mo3BOAbTe MHe CHOBa NOMYEPKHYTb, 4TO 
MbiI ACHCTBHTCABHO LCHMM 3TH KOHCHICHUMANb- 
HbI¢ KaHanbi. A nonKocThw pa3snensiwo Bauly 
TOYUKY 3peHHA, YTO KaKkOe-TO pOBepHe HeO6- 
XOMMMO JA PYKOBOMALIMX TOCyMapCTBCHHbIX Ae- 
aTenen HallIMx ABYX CTpaH; A CUMTAWO, YTO BAXKHO, 
re TOABKO BO3MOXHO, CO3saBaTb OGNAaCT f0- 


CTOMHCTB HallHX CHCTeM NpaBAecHuas, HA He Syny 
yananen, ecaw Boi Gynete senate TO Ke CaMoe. 

B 4acTHOCTH, MbiI ObUIM O4eHb pallbl HMECT BO3- 
MOKHOCTH UIA JIM4HbIX OGMCHOB MPH YYaCTHH HK 4e- 
pes r-ua Bombusakosa, HO & C COKAaNCHHEM y3Han, 
¥TO OH BOSBPausaeTca B Mocxsy. Y Hac CHOKMAOCE 
BnevaTAeCHHe, YTO OH ACACTBHTEAbHO NPHIOXKH 
ycuane K TOMY, 4TOObI YAYYLINTL CBA3b KH NOHH- 
MaHve MCXKJY HallMMH JIBYMS MpaBHTeIbCTBaMH, H 
Ham ero GyneT O4eHb He MOCTAaBAaTb. 


A uento, «To Bai muerte mue cron OTKpo- 
BeCHHO, M B OTBCT A NOMbITanca Obit, TakHM xe 
NipaMbiM, TaK KaK # Cormacen c Bamu 8 TOM, 4TO 
TOMbKO NOCPEACTBOM TaKHX OTKPOBCHHbIX OOme- 
HOB Mbl MOXKCM JY4We NOHATL HallIM COOTBET- 
cTsyioume TOUKHM 3peHua. YacrHuHO no 3TO# 


Mbi, KOHC4YHO, H€ MOXKEM COPNACHTLCA. 
Mbi Takxe HameeMcA, YTO KaK TOMBKO Ky- 
OMHCKHA KPH3HC OCTaHeTCA NO3amM, MbI Gynem B 
COCTORHHK B3IATLCA 3a paspelenHe APyrux npo- 
6neM, CTORUIMX Nepel HAMM, H HaHTH NyTb K MX 
peweHnw. 

A we Mory ynepxaTLCA OT TOTO, 4TOGBI He Mpo- 
KOMMCHTHPOBaTb KOPOTKO Baule BbicKka3biBaHne 


nO TepMaHCKOMY BONPpocy, XOTA # He C4UHTAW, 
4TO 6bin0 6bI MONEIHbIM BHOBL M3NATAaT B ITOM 
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once again. But your suggestion that the in- 
terests of our two countries are toys in the 
hands of Chancellor Adenauer seems to me 
to miss entirely the true nature of the prob- 
lem which confronts us in Central Europe. 
For here the vital interests of many states are 
involved—on your side as well as ours If this 
is recognized, then I am confident that a way 
can be found which will accommodate these 
interests and which will lead to a peaceful set- 
tlement. I cannot quite agree with you that 
Mr. Rusk and Mr. Gromyko have settled ev- 
erything on Berlin but one issue. They are 
skillful and experienced diplomats, but I do 
not think we should give them too much 
credit yet. Still it is quite true, as you say, that 
the main issue which seems to separate us on 
Berlin is that of the presence of allied troops 
in West Berlin. I am confident that if you 
could begin from an understanding of our po- 
sition on this vital point, our chances of mak- 
ing progress would be greatly improved. 


I look forward to receiving your confiden- 
tial letter and proposals on the test ban ques- 
tion, and I think there is every reason to keep 
working on this problem. I hope that in your 
message on this subject you will tell me what 
you think about the position of the people in 
Peking on this question. It seems to me very 
important for both of us that in our efforts to 
secure an end to nuclear testing we should 
not overlook this area of the world. 


Thank you for your expressions of good 
wishe: to me and my family, and let me in 
turn send you and your wife and family our 
personal good wishes for the coming year. 


nocnwaHHM BCH Hallly nosmuo. Ho Bawe same- 
yYaHHe © TOM, 4TO MHTepechi ABYX HalMX CTPak 
ABAMIOTCA MIPyUIKOH B pyKax KaHIepa Age- 


HYTbI KH3HCHHbIC MHTepech! MHOTHX FOcyaapcTs — 
Kak c Bawei, Tak  C Hamed Cropoxsi. Ecau 3To 
GyneT NpH3HaHO, TOrZa, A yBepeH, MoxeT GbITL 
HaiieH MyTb, KOTOPbI KPHMMPHT 3TH HHTepecni 
KOTOPbIA MIpHBeReT K MHPHOMY yperyMpoBaHHho. 
A He Mory BnoAHe CornacHTLca c BamMu B TOM, 4TO B 
6epAHHCKOM Bompoce r-H Pack u r-# Tpombiko n0- 
TOBOPHJIMCh MO BCEM BOMpocaM, KpoMe OMHOTO. 
OM MCKYCHbIC H ONBITHbIC JHTLIOMATHI, HO # He Jy- 
Malo, MOKa, 4TO HaM CiesyeT MPHIMChIBaTL HM 
CAMUIKOM MHOTO. Tem He MeHee, COBeEpLCHHO 
NpaBHbHO, 4TO, Kak Bbi roBopHTe, OCHOBHbIM 
B GeEPNHHCKOM BOMpoce, ABIACTCA NPHCYTCTBHE 
COW3HbIX BOHCK B SananHom Bepauue. A ysepen, 
yTo ecaw 6bi Bai CMornu Ha4yaTb C NposBAeHHA 
NOHMMAaHHA Hallie NOIMIIMH NO ITOMY XH3HCHHO 
BaxXHOMY MOMCHTY, Hall WaHCbI MOCTH4Y Mmpo- 
rpecca 3Ha4HTeEAbHO YAY4UIMANCh Obl. 

A «ay nonyyexua Bawero Kondbunenumanb- 
HOTO MHMCbMa ¥ MpesIOXKeHHH NO BONpPOcy O 3anmpe- 
WICHHM MCIIbITaHHH, H A CUMTAIO, TO CYLICCTBYIOT 
BCe OCHOBAHHA NpomomKeTs pa6oTaTb Hall ITOH 
npo6nemoi. A Hanetock, 4TO B CBOeM NOCAaHHK NO 
3TOMy BOMpocy Bhi cKkKaxkeTe MHe, ¥TO Bhi symaeTe 
© no3muMM Monel B TlexnHe no 3TOMy BOMpocy. 
Me KaxKeTCA O4CHL BaXKHbIM fn Hac OGOHX, 
4TOObI MbI B HallIMX YCHJIMAX NOOMTLCA OKOHYAHMA 
ANCPHbIX MCMbITAHHA He 3aObIBaN 3TOT paloH 


mupa. 


Baaronapw Bac 3a esipaxenve 206pbix noxe- 
aHMh MHe HM MOCH CEMbe, H PaspellINTe MHE B CBOHKO 
ovepenb nocnaTh Bam, Baweih cynpyre 1 Baweh 
CEMbe Halll JMYHbIC LOOPbie NOKeNaHHA B HOBOM 


romy. 
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